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"Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; 
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.”  
“Amaziah did what was right in the sight of the LORD, yet not with a true heart.” 2 Chron. 25:1-2

"How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and
you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?” John 5:44
“Immediately she came in a hurry to the king [Herod] and asked, saying, 
"I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 
And although the king was very sorry, yet because of his oaths and because of his dinner guests, 
he was unwilling to refuse her.” Mark 6:25-26
38 Pilate… went out again to the Jews and said to them, "I find no guilt in Him… 4 Pilate came out again and said to them, "… I find no guilt in Him."  6… Pilate said to them, “I find no guilt in Him."…  
12… Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out saying, 
"If you release this Man, you’re no friend of Caesar; 
everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar."  
Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar."  
16So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified. John 18-19
2 "So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you,
 as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
so that they may be honored by men. 
Truly, I say to you, they have their reward in full.  
3 "But when you give to the poor, 
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  
4 so that your giving will be in secret; & 
your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.

5 "When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; 
for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners
 so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  
6 "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret, & 
your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.  
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:

 "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward." Gen. 15:1

“O Lord, by your hand save me from such men, from men of this world whose reward is in this life… 
And I-- in righteousness I will see your face; 

when I awake, I will be satisfied with your likeness. Psalm 17:14-15

So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 
For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord… II Cor. 5:9-11
                                                    “For even Christ did not please Himself…” Rom. 15:3

     "He must increase, but I must decrease. John 3:30
1. It’s what’s Inside that Counts: (Smart Balance)
a.  “Helps Support healthy Cholesterol”

b.  “1140 mg. of Omega-3/ Serving

c.  “Natural Blend of Soy, Canola, and Olive Oil

d.   No trans fat!   No carbs!   No sodium!

e.   You should have this stuff for breakfast!
f.   HOW MANY CALORIES???????
1.  48 oz. bottle… 96 servings X 120 calories/serving
2.  11,520 CALORIES!!!!!
2. It’s what’s inside that Counts!
A. "Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.”
B. BUT: Remember the Cooking Oil!
3. The King Who Practiced Righteousness… But Didn’t

2 Chron. 25:1-2   Amaziah… did [practiced] what was right in the sight of the Lord, yet not with a true heart. NOT A HEART > FULLY PLEASE GOD. 
4. Who to Please? How much does it matter?
A. Mark 6:25-26 “Immediately she came in a hurry to the king [Herod] & asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." “And although the king was very sorry, yet because of his oaths & because of his dinner guests, he was unwilling to refuse her.”
“How many people’s consciences have been awakened to eternal things and their own sinful plight, and yet they have buried it all because of what they feared their friends or family or fiancé or spouse or fellow-students would think. Some spend their entire lives basing their decisions on what other people think. There are politicians who for twenty years have not made one decision according to conscience, but rather according to what they think the people want. There are business people who spend their entire day reckoning their decisions with a visualized corporate ladder before them. There are students who sell their souls to escape ridicule. More people than we realize have lost eternity because they feared what others think. Is the opinion of others keeping you from following your own best instincts and the witness of the Holy Spirit? 

B. John 18:-19 38 Pilate… went out again to the Jews & said to them, "I find no guilt in Him… 4 Pilate came out again & said to them, "… I find no guilt in Him."  6… Pilate said to them, …I find no guilt in Him."…  12 As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out saying, "If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar."  ...Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar."  16 So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified.

Caiaphas and his friends knew that Pilate was known as the “Friend of Caesar.” They also knew, as Pilate did, that Caesar was a paranoid recluse, living on the Isle of Capri, who responded savagely to any hint of unfaithfulness. If such a charge were brought against Pilate, he would stand a good chance of losing his title, even his life.5
As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Jesus, but the Jews cried out, saying, “‘If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.’ 
Pilate gave up. He could do nothing else. All his life Pilate had sought success. He was from Seville, located on the still wild Iberian Peninsula… Probably as a boy, he had always wanted to be somebody. As a young man, he was romanced with stories of Rome and her might. So he became a legionnaire. Still, he was just a soldier. Perhaps he was loyal and brave, but in his own mind he did not amount to much. He longed for success. Finally, Pilate came to the fabled city with its seven hills. It was breathtaking — the Forum, the palaces, the splendored arches. He ached to ascend to its power, to be a success. So he married Claudia, the depraved granddaughter of the Emperor Augustus. He would do anything to succeed. Finally, the small-town boy became Procurator of Judea. He had made it! He had reached the heights!

· If the wrong kind of Success is your goal, then in order to reach it, you will eventually be forced to either,
1. Please someone other than God, or

Jn. 5:44 "How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another & you do not seek the glory that is from the one & only God?

2. Radically correct your definition of success, which then will require the pleasing of God above all else.

5. What IS Success?
C. II Cor. 5:9-11 “So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord…”
6. Practicing Giving to the Poor: Mat. 6:2-4: "So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.  
7. Practicing Praying: Mat. 6:5-6:  "When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  6 "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:

 "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward." Gen 15:1
“O LORD, by your hand save me from such men, from men of this world whose reward is in this life… And I-- in righteousness I will see your face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with your likeness. Psalm 17:14-15
Blessed are the pure in heart (please ONLY Jesus), for they shall see God
8. Our Response?

A. Psalm 86:11: “Unite my heart to fear Your name.”
B. Js. 4:9-10 “Cleanse your hands, you sinners; & purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning & your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

C.  Obedience itself helps to change and cleanse the heart. 

1. In both Matt. 6 passages, Jesus does not say, “Wait until your heart is completely right and then give & pray rightly,” 
2. Rather, He tells us HOW to give and pray rightly, and says, “Do it now.”
3. = “Bring both your motives and actions into obedience, TOGETHER; they will enable and feed off of each other & become like Christ!
a. Surrender UR “Prayer-life” > God > His Pleasure/Glory.
b. Surrender UR “Giving to the Poor”-life to God > HGP
9. “For even Christ did not please Himself…” Rom. 15:3
"He must increase, but I must decrease. John 3:30
10.   HYMN: “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”

Notes: Used and Unused

The epitaph of Amaziah, a king of Israel, reads, "He did what was right in the sight of the Lord, but not with a loyal heart" (2 Chronicles 25:2, NKJ)
Psalm 86:11  11 Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.
James 4:8-10  8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.  10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.
2 Chronicles 14:1 - 16:13  2 Chronicles 14:1 2 Asa did good and right in the sight of the LORD his God,  3 for he removed the foreign altars and high places, tore down the sacred pillars, cut down the Asherim,  4 and commanded Judah to seek the LORD God of their fathers and to observe the law and the commandment.  5 He also removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah. And the kingdom was undisturbed under him.  
6 He built fortified cities in Judah, since the land was undisturbed, and there was no one at war with him during those years, because the LORD had given him rest.  7 For he said to Judah, "Let us build these cities and surround them with walls and towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours because we have sought the LORD our God; we have sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side." So they built and prospered.  8 Now Asa had an army of 300,000 from Judah, bearing large shields and spears, and 280,000 from Benjamin, bearing shields and wielding bows; all of them were valiant warriors.  9 Now Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a million men and 300 chariots, and he came to Mareshah.  10 So Asa went out to meet him, and they drew up in battle formation in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.  11 Then Asa called to the LORD his God and said, "LORD, there is no one besides You to help in the battle between the powerful and those who have no strength; so help us, O LORD our God, for we trust in You, and in Your name have come against this multitude. O LORD, You are our God; let not man prevail against You."  12 So the LORD routed the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled.  13 Asa and the people who were with him pursued them as far as Gerar; and so many Ethiopians fell that they could not recover, for they were shattered before the LORD and before His army. And they carried away very much plunder.  14 They destroyed all the cities around Gerar, for the dread of the LORD had fallen on them; and they despoiled all the cities, for there was much plunder in them.  15 They also struck down those who owned livestock, and they carried away large numbers of sheep and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem.  
NAU 2 Chronicles 15:1 Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded,  2 and he went out to meet Asa and said to him, "Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the LORD is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.  3 "For many days Israel was without the true God and without a teaching priest and without law.  4 "But in their distress they turned to the LORD God of Israel, and they sought Him, and He let them find Him.  5 "In those times there was no peace to him who went out or to him who came in, for many disturbances afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands.  6 "Nation was crushed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with every kind of distress.  7 "But you, be strong and do not lose courage, for there is reward for your work."  8 Now when Asa heard these words and the prophecy which Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke, he took courage and removed the abominable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities which he had captured in the hill country of Ephraim. He then restored the altar of the LORD which was in front of the porch of the LORD.  9 He gathered all Judah and Benjamin and those from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon who resided with them, for many defected to him from Israel when they saw that the LORD his God was with him.  10 So they assembled at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of Asa's reign.  11 They sacrificed to the LORD that day 700 oxen and 7,000 sheep from the spoil they had brought.  12 They entered into the covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and soul;  13 and whoever would not seek the LORD God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, man or woman.  14 Moreover, they made an oath to the LORD with a loud voice, with shouting, with trumpets and with horns.  15 All Judah rejoiced concerning the oath, for they had sworn with their whole heart and had sought Him earnestly, and He let them find Him. So the LORD gave them rest on every side.  16 He also removed Maacah, the mother of King Asa, from the position of queen mother, because she had made a horrid image as an Asherah, and Asa cut down her horrid image, crushed it and burned it at the brook Kidron.  17 But the high places were not removed from Israel; nevertheless Asa's heart was blameless all his days.  18 He brought into the house of God the dedicated things of his father and his own dedicated things: silver and gold and utensils.  19 And there was no more war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa's reign.  
NAU 2 Chronicles 16:1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa's reign Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah and fortified Ramah in order to prevent anyone from going out or coming in to Asa king of Judah.  2 Then Asa brought out silver and gold from the treasuries of the house of the LORD and the king's house, and sent them to Ben-hadad king of Aram, who lived in Damascus, saying,  3 "Let there be a treaty between you and me, as between my father and your father. Behold, I have sent you silver and gold; go, break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so that he will withdraw from me."  4 So Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of his armies against the cities of Israel, and they conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel-maim and all the store cities of Naphtali.  5 When Baasha heard of it, he ceased fortifying Ramah and stopped his work.  6 Then King Asa brought all Judah, and they carried away the stones of Ramah and its timber with which Baasha had been building, and with them he fortified Geba and Mizpah.  7 At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him, "Because you have relied on the king of Aram and have not relied on the LORD your God, therefore the army of the king of Aram has escaped out of your hand.  8 "Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubim an immense army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet because you relied on the LORD, He delivered them into your hand.  9 "For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars."  10 Then Asa was angry with the seer and put him in prison, for he was enraged at him for this. And Asa oppressed some of the people at the same time.  11 Now, the acts of Asa from first to last, behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel.  12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa became diseased in his feet. His disease was severe, yet even in his disease he did not seek the LORD, but the physicians.  13 So Asa slept with his fathers, having died in the forty-first year of his reign.

18 Christianity Without Hypocrisy

Matthew 6:1-8

The Russian author Turgenev wrote, “I do not know what the heart of a bad man is like, but I do know what the heart of a good man is like, and it is terrible.”

The Sermon on the Mount exposes the state of the heart of the believer. First, the Beatitudes (vv. 3-12) provide us with a description of the ideal character of the true believer. Then after two convicting metaphors (vv. 13-16) we are given six illustrations of the surpassing righteousness to which we are called (vv. 20-48), a righteousness that supersedes and fulfills that of the scribes and Pharisees — and indeed that of the Old Testament. This exposé of the heart brings us to an honest admission of what we really are, and it is not a pretty picture.

However, that is ultimately good because seeing ourselves as we are opens us up to God’s grace. That is precisely the significance of the first Beatitude: “Blessed are the poor in spirit [the spiritually bankrupt who realize they have nothing to commend them to God], for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (5:3). When we see our spiritual wretchedness, we are candidates for spiritual greatness. Or as Pascal said, “Man is great insofar as he is wretched.”

Expanding this positive perspective, we should notice that the Sermon on the Mount not only exposes the believer’s heart but defines it. None of us completely meets the standard of the Sermon on the Mount. But at the same time, if we are true believers, something of the character of the kingdom, something of each of the Beatitudes, will be authentically present in our lives — spiritual poverty, humility, spiritual thirst, mercy, peacemaking. Along with this, there will be the presence of the surpassing righteousness of Christ. We may fall at times, but we will practice righteousness. Anger, adulterous thoughts, insincere talk, and retaliation will progressively vanish from our lives. Agape love will become characteristic of us. When we are filled with the Holy Spirit and with his Word, including the explicit teaching of the Sermon on the Mount, we will practice righteousness.

However, this is where the danger lies. For once you begin to fulfill the righteousness of God, once you are flying spiritually, once you are living a life full of good deeds, it is very easy to begin “do[ing] your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them.”

Jesus’ Warning to the Righteous (v. 1)

Being well aware of our danger, Jesus issued a warning at the beginning of chapter 6: “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.”

In normal, everyday conversation most of us have learned to use absolute words such as always and every sparingly. We know that statements such as “You always leave your dishes on the table” or “Every time I want to talk to you, you’re watching television” or “You always want to be in control” can get us into hot water. This is also true regarding Biblical statements. We must be careful not to absolutize them if they are not absolute. But Jesus’ words here are absolute. Jesus is saying, “Anyone who does a good deed so as to be seen and appreciated by others will lose his or her reward, no matter how ‘good’ and beneficial the deed is. Absolutely no exceptions!” It is possible for a believer to take a leper’s ulcerated limb in his hands and caress it and gently speak words of comfort and have no reward from God. It is possible to pray for your enemies and have no reward. It is possible to preach like an angel and have no reward. Why? Because it is possible to do all these things for the recognition of men and not of God.

I find this terrifying, for it means that my life, which is ostensibly given to God, can in the end count for nothing. The outwardly most self-effacing saint in our congregation may have all his “good deeds” rejected. Jesus does not want that to happen. He is aware that those who have begun to fulfill his Word can be in great danger. So he gives this advice, supported by two immediate illustrations of the proper motivation in serving him.

Jesus’ First Illustration: Almsgiving (vv. 2-4)

The first of our Lord’s illustrations has to do with almsgiving, giving to the needy as an act of mercy (the actual Greek word has within it the root word for mercy). In verse 2 Jesus tells us there is a wrong way to give alms:

“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.”

The wrong way to give is to blow your own horn, which is precisely what Jesus was saying if he was using symbolic language. If he was speaking of a literal practice, he was probably describing the sound of the temple trumpets that called citizens to come and give. What a great opportunity to show off! The trumpets would blare, and people would be seen scurrying along the streets toward the temple with pious looks on their faces. “Hey, folks, look at my zeal! Big giver on the way to the temple here!” They thought they were really something, but Jesus called them “hypocrites.” Actors was Jesus’ idea. They were pretending to be something they were not. They were assuming a false identity, putting on a theatrical display. The truth is, they were not giving for the glory of God, or even for benefit of the needy. They were giving for the praise of men. This abuse is as common today as it was then. I wonder what would happen to our great national charities if there were no celebrity benefits or published subscriber lists or bronze plaques or rooms to be named for major donors or pictures to be taken with crippled children. The same question can be asked of the church, with much the same result. Giving so others will think we are good and generous is hypocrisy!

And the personal result is less than enviable: “I tell you the truth,” says Jesus, “they have received their reward in full.” Our Lord’s language here is decisive, for the word translated “reward” (apecho) is a technical term for commercial transactions and means to “receive a sum in full and give a receipt for it.”1 Men’s praise is all they will ever get. That is all they are capable of receiving. The truth is, they were not giving but buying, and they got what they paid for. It is possible to be the most generous Christian around, both in the amount and proportion you give, and yet have no reward except what you immediately receive.

Next Jesus describes the right way to be charitable:

“But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” (vv. 3, 4)

Our Lord uses an extreme, absurd illustration to emphasize the intense privacy that should be present when we give to help others. The right hand is the one we normally use in giving because most of us are right-handed. Thus when we give, our giving must be so hidden that the left hand does not even see what is happening. The idea is, not only are we not to tell others of our giving — we are not to make a big deal of it to ourselves. We are so subtly sinful that we will refrain from an outward show in giving and then pat ourselves on the back for our profound humility. We must guard against this. Do not keep a diary in which you jot down your good deeds, assuming that is so spiritual because you did it privately. Do not keep track. Do not give yourself merit marks. Forget your goodness. Follow God. Do it, and forget it.

What are the guiding principles we can draw from this? The true believer gives and serves to please God — not for the fleeting approval of man. Also, our lives are to be given to uncalculating generosity. And as we help others we must guard our eyes from wandering from those we are helping to the observers.

Regarding this matter of rewards, we are in error if we believe we must never seek rewards. Some think that serving with an eye to a reward is crass and mercenary, even when the reward comes from God. Why not give just to give? Such a view comes from a mistaken understanding. The rewards that God gives are not ribbons or medals but actually something of himself.
C. S. Lewis explained it perfectly:

We must not be troubled by unbelievers when they say that this promise of reward makes the Christian life a mercenary affair. There are different kinds of reward. There is the reward which has no natural connection with the things you do to earn it, and is quite foreign to the desires that ought to accompany those things. Money is not the natural reward of love; that is why we call a man a mercenary if he marries a woman for the sake of her money. But marriage is the proper reward for a real lover, and he is not mercenary for desiring it. . . . The proper rewards are not simply tacked on to the activity for which they are given, but are the activity itself in consummation.2
Men who do works so they will be seen by men receive the applause of men. Those who do works for God’s glory receive God’s smile. The reward for the latter is overwhelming — and always will be.

Jesus’ Second Illustration: Praying (vv. 5-7)

In verse 5, Jesus describes the wrong way to pray:

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.”

These hypocrites liked to engage in ostentatious public prayer in two places — at street corners and in the synagogues. Opportunities for their street corner performances came at the time of the daily afternoon temple sacrifice and during public fasts when the trumpets were blown as a sign that it was time to pray. Wherever a devout man was on the street, he stopped, faced the temple, and prayed. It was a perfect opportunity to let everybody see your stuff. You could time your afternoon stroll so that when the trumpet sounded, you were on a very prominent corner where you could lift your hands and pray for all to hear — just as the Pharisee did in Luke 18:11, 12:

“God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.”

Synagogue prayer was led by a member of the congregation who stood before the Ark of the Law, raised his hands, and held forth. It was easy to become preachy, using all the right clichés, dramatic pauses, and voice variations to impress the crowd. The ecclesiastic exhibitionists loved it!

But Jesus had other ideas.

“But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” (v. 6)

Jesus was not condemning public prayer. He was condemning the desire to be seen praying publicly. The early church thrived on public prayer, as the opening chapters of Acts so beautifully attest (see 1:24; 3:1; 4:24ff. ). Jesus was emphasizing that prayer is essentially a conversation between the believer and God. It is intrinsically private, not exhibitionist. Man is to shut out every distraction and focus on God. In verse 7 Jesus added further advice: “And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.” Our Lord was not and is not impressed with a lot of words. He is impressed with what the heart is saying.

This comes right down to where we live. Our Lord shows us here just how terrible and entrenched our sin is. We tend to regard sin as something that affects us when we are far away from God, like the prodigal son. But sin is far more subtle and ingrained than that. It intrudes into the very highest and holiest of acts. It is understood by all that when believers are engaged in prayer, that is the ultimate activity in which their souls can be engaged. A telling photograph of sin is that of someone on his knees in prayer pouring his soul out to God in worship, only to have the prayer dissolve into preoccupation with self so that he is really worshiping himself. Sadly, innumerable prayers, public and private, never rise beyond self.

James Montgomery Boice abandoned his characteristic optimism on one occasion when he told his congregation:

I believe that not one prayer in a hundred of those that fill our churches on a Sunday morning is actually made to Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. They are made to men or to the praying one himself, and that includes the prayers of preachers as well as those of the members of the congregation.3
Even if this statement is only partially correct, we all need to do what we can to keep our own prayers free from vain repetition and self-promotion. Our responsibility is not to monitor our brother’s and sister’s prayer life but our own.

Perhaps a few questions would help us. Do I pray frequently or more fervently when I am alone with God than when I am in public? Is my public praying an overflow of my private prayer? What do I think of when I am praying in public? Am I looking for “just the right” phrase? Am I thinking of the worshipers more than of God? Am I a spectator to my own performance? Is it possible that the reason more of my prayers are not answered is because I am more concerned about bringing my prayer to men than to God?4
We can be sure that Jesus meant exactly what he said: “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven” (v. 1).

When we honestly face the truth of this, it is sobering, even terrifying. When we do works of mercy, do we play to the crowd, however small it may be? When we pray, do we pray to God or to men? Asking ourselves these questions can be painful. But I am also reminded of Pascal’s paradox: “Man is great insofar as he is wretched.” If we see our problem in all its wretchedness, then we are in a position to receive grace.

What is the answer? First, absolute honesty. Second, we need to remember that God sees all. The psalmist in Psalm 139 says, “If I make my way to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there” (v. 8). He sees and knows all. He knows the words that are forming on our lips. Each day we should pray something like this: “God, because you know all things, you know my motivations. God, help me to live my life for you.”

Martyn Lloyd-Jones writes:

He is everywhere. “Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men.” Why? “Else ye have no reward with your Father which is in heaven.” He sees it all. He knows your heart; other people do not. You can deceive them, and you can persuade them that you are quite selfless; but God knows your heart. . . I sometimes feel that there is no better way of living, and trying to live, the holy and sanctified life than just to be constantly reminding ourselves of that. When we wake up in the morning we should immediately remind ourselves and recollect that we are in the presence of God. It is not a bad thing to say to ourselves before we go any further: “Throughout the whole of this day, everything I do, and say, and attempt, and think, and imagine, is going to be done under the eye of God. He is going to be with me; He sees everything; He knows everything. There is nothing I can do or attempt but God is fully aware of it all. ‘Thou God seest me.’” It would revolutionize our lives if we always did that.5
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