1. X: 31/2 years: amazed lot of people, but of only 1 person does Scripture say He “marveled.”
2. Some of best men in Scripture: “Centurions”
a.  Barclay: “The centurions were the backbone of the Roman army. In a legion there were 6,000 men; the legion was divided into 60 centuries, each with 100 men, and in command of each century there was a centurion. They were the long-service, regular soldiers of the Roman army. They were responsible for the discipline of the regiment, and they were the cement that held the army together… The centurions were the finest men in the Roman army.

b.  Amazingly, A Centurion…
· Recognized Jesus on the Cross as the Son of God
· Discovered that Paul was a Roman citizen, & rescued him from rioting mob
·  Informed that the Jews planned to murder Paul & took steps to foil their plans

· Cornelius, the first Gentile convert to the Christian Church

3. Today, another Centurion… but great like above? Hardly! And yet… THE 1: “Marveled”

a.  Imagine… Amazing the Son of God? What???????
b.  Mat. 8: 5-13   5 When Jesus entered Capernaum,  VIEW a centurion came to Him, imploring Him, 6 and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented."  7 Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him."  8 But the centurion said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  9 "For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it."  10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, "Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.  11 "I say to you that many will come from east and west, & recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac & Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;  12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping & gnashing of teeth."  13 And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed that very moment.
4. Tea-4-2 & $3000.00 bill? Gen. 1:26 > Slaves
a. Aristotle: "There can be no friendship nor justice towards inanimate things; indeed, not even towards a horse or an ox, nor yet towards a slave as a slave. For master and slave have nothing in common; a slave is a living tool, just as a tool is an inanimate slave."

b. Cato, a Roman writer on agriculture is giving advice to a man taking over a farm: "Look over the livestock, and hold a sale. Sell your oil, if the price is satisfactory, and sell the surplus of your wine and grain. Sell worn-out oxen, blemished cattle, blemished sheep, wool, hides, an old wagon, old tools, an old slave, a sickly slave, and whatever else is superfluous." Cato's blunt advice is to throw out the slave who is sick. 

c. Gal. 5:6: “Faith working through love.

5. Christ’s Love > Christ
a.  Takes/points us to where God desires > work (Heart)
b.  Takes us to where humanly impossible situations

c.  To where miracles are needed

d.  Drives us to Christ Who alone can meet the need.

e.  Will we then, trust His “Promising Word?”

6. Christ’s Love > Christ & His Promising-Word
a.  “Promising Word”  Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him." 
b.   “Marvelous Faith” But the centurion said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof. “But just say the word, & my servant will be healed.9 "For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; & I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it." 10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, "Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.  11 
c.  What is this “Marvelous Faith?”
1. Right Self-Understanding

a. (Luke) When they came to Jesus, they earnestly implored Him, saying, "He is worthy for You to grant this to him; 5 for he loves our nation and it was he who built us our synagogue."
b. Isaiah 64:6: “All of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment
c. Mat. 5:3: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
2. No need for magic, ritual, or “right words”

· “But just say the word, & my servant will be healed.9”
3. Fully believing that Jesus has the authority and faithful-love to keep His Promised-Word.

a. AUTHORITY:
· “But just say the word, & my servant will be healed.9 "For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; & I say to this one, 'Go!' & he goes, & to another, 'Come!' & he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it."

· What then, is under the Authority of Jesus? > Mk. 4-5 (All Hopeless)
1. Calms Sea: 



>
Weather
2. Delivers Legion


>
Satan & Demons
3. Lady 12 Yr. Hemorrhage
>
Health/ Bodies
4. Raises Jairus’ Daughter
>
Death & Life
b. Jesus is Faithful… He is as Good as His Word
· “But just say the word, & my servant will be healed.9
· Heb. 11:6 (MsgB)  “It's impossible to please God apart from faith. And why? Because anyone who wants to approach God must believe both that he exists and that he cares enough to respond to those who seek him. “
7. Faith & the Father of Faith Rom. 4:16-24  
A.  Father of Faith  16 So that's why faith is the key! God's promise is given to us as a free gift. (Grace!)  And we are certain to receive it, whether or not we follow Jewish customs, if we have faith like Abraham's. For Abraham is the father of all who believe.  
B.  Promised Word : Gen. 15:5: “Then the LORD brought Abram outside beneath the night sky and told him, "Look up into the heavens and count the stars if you can. Your descendants will be like that-- too many to count!"
C.  Faith in God as Creator & Resurrector (Isaac’s Sacrifice) 17 That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, "I have made U the father of many nations." This happened because Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back to life (Isaac’s sacrifice) & who brings into existence what didn't exist before (Sarah’s Womb). 18 When God promised Abraham that he would become the father of many nations, Abraham believed him. God had also said, "Your descendants will be as numerous as the stars," even though such a promise seemed utterly impossible!  
D. Continued in Faith19 & Abraham's faith did not weaken, even though he knew that he was too old to be a father at the age of one hundred and that Sarah, his wife, had never been able to have children.  20 Abraham never wavered in believing God's promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God.  21 He was absolutely convinced that God was able to do anything he promised.  Centurion! 
E.  Greater Implications for the Greatest Healing 22 And because of Abraham's faith, God declared him to be righteous.  23 Now this wonderful truth-- that God declared him to be righteous-- wasn't just for Abraham's benefit.  24 It was for us, too, assuring us that God will also declare us to be righteous if we believe in God, who brought Jesus our Lord back from the dead.
F. > Salvation: "Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.  11 "I say to you that many will come from east and west, & recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac & Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;  12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping & gnashing of teeth."  13 And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed that very moment.
8. The Promising-Word for Us
a.  Rom. 10:9-10, 13 9 For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved….  13 For "Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." NOW (Rest of promises for the saved.)
b.  Prov. 3:5-6  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.  6 Seek his will in all you do, and he will direct your paths.”
c.  Isaiah 41:10  'Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.'
d.  Rom. 8:1 “…there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
e. Romans 8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”
f. Rom. 8:26 “the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words”
g. Romans 8:28  ”And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
h.  Romans 8:32:” He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?
i. Romans 8:38-39  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
j. Acts 1:8 “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
k.  What if Christians treated/valued God's Promises the way the world treats/values a winning Lottery Ticket?
9. Faith is Right! Centurion Right because it relates to Christ based upon who X truly is!  Marvelous!!
·  Lighthouse-Everything /// Hymn: Standing on the Promises
"Oh, for a Faith That Will Not Shrink"

by  William H. Bathhurst, 1796-1877

1. Oh, for a faith that will not shrink

Tho' pressed by many a foe;

That will not tremble on the brink

Of poverty or woe;

2. That will not murmur nor complain

Beneath the chast'ning rod,

But in the hour of grief or pain

Can lean upon its God;

3. A faith that shines more bright and clear

When tempests rage without;

That, when in danger, knows no fear,

In darkness feels no doubt;

4. That bears unmoved the world's dread frown

Nor heeds its scornful smile;

That sin's wild ocean cannot drown

Nor Satan's arts beguile;

5. A faith that keeps the narrow way

Till life's last spark is fled

And with a pure and heavenly ray

Lights up the dying bed.

6. Lord give us such a faith as this;

And then, whate'er may come,

We'll taste e'en now the hallowed bliss

Of an eternal home.

The Centurion’s faith in Christ

What here is faith? Fully believing that Jesus has the authority (Mk. 5: Weather, demons, health, death) and the integrity to do what He claims He will do. (Example: Abraham Rom. 4:)

Jesus’ inflammatory statement about centurion’s great faith

Jesus’ eternal declarations

Utter lostness of “sons of the kingdom”

Many coming from East & West & reclining w/ Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in Kingdom of Heaven

Servant’s healing

What if the Centurion had not asked Jesus to heal the servant?

Jesus sees a big and far, far bigger issue: Eternity determined by faith-response 
The centurions were the backbone of the army. In Roman legion there were 6,000 men; the legion was divided into sixty centuries, each containing 100 men, and in command of each century there was a centurion. These centurions were the long-service, regular soldiers of the Roman army. They were responsible for the discipline of the regiment, and they were the cement which held the army together… The centurions were the finest men in the Roman army.

The centurion who recognized Jesus on the Cross as the Son of God; 

Cornelius, the first Gentile convert to the Christian Church; 

The centurion who discovered that Paul was a Roman citizen, and rescued him from the rioting mob;

 The centurion who was informed that the Jews had planned to murder Paul between Jerusalem and Caesarea, and who took steps to foil their plans; 

The centurion whom Felix ordered to look after Paul; 

The centurion accompanying Paul on his last journey to Rome, who treated him with every courtesy, and accepted him as leader when the storm stuck the ship 
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Nate Saint (Dec. 18th):  “As we weigh the future and seek the will of God, does it seem right that we should hazard our lives for a few savages?  As we ask ourselves this question, we realize that it is not the call of the needy thousands, rather it is the simple intimation of the prophetic word that there shall be some from every tribe in His presence in the last day, and in our hearts we feel that it is pleasing to Him that we should interest ourselves in making an opening into the Auca prison for Christ.


As we have a high old time this Christmas, may we who know Christ hear the cry of the damned as they hurtle headlong into the Christless night…may we be moved with compassion as our Lord was.  May we shed tears of repentance for these we have failed to bring out of darkness.  Beyond the smiling scenes of Bethlehem may we see the crushing agony of Golgotha.  May God give us a new vision of His will concerning the lost and our responsibility.


If God would grant us the vision, the word sacrifice would disappear from our lips and thoughts; we would hate the things that seem now so dear to us; our lives would suddenly be too short, we would despise time robbing distractions and charge the enemy with all our energies in the name of Christ.  May God help us to judge ourselves by the eternities… 
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The other wives and I talked together one night about the possibility of becoming widows.  What would we do?  God gave us peace of heart, and confidence that whatever might happen, His Word would hold.  We knew that “when He putteth forth His sheep, He goeth before them.”  God’s leading was unmistakable up to this point.  Each of us knew when we married our husbands that there would never be any question about who came first – God and His work held first place in each life.  It was the condition of true discipleship; it became devastatingly meaningful now.


It was a time for soul searching, a time for counting the possible cost.  Was it the thrill of adventure that drew our husbands on?  No.  Their letters and journals make it abundantly clear that these men did not go out as some men go out to shoot a lion or climb a mountain.  Their compulsion was from a different source.  Each had made a personal transaction with God, recognizing that he belonged to God, first of all by creation, and secondly by redemption through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ.  This double claim on his life settled once and for all the question of allegiance.  It was not a matter of striving to follow the example of a great Teacher.  To conform to the perfect life of Jesus was impossible for a human being.  To these men, Jesus Christ was God, and had actually taken upon Himself human form, in order that He might die, and, by His death, provide not only escape from the punishment which their sin merited, but also a new kind of life, eternal both in length and in quality.  This meant simply that Christ was to be obeyed, and more than that, that He would provide the power to obey.  The point of decision had been reached.  God’s command “Go ye, and preach the gospel to every creature” was the categorical imperative.  The question of personal safety was wholly irrelevant.

31 Viewing Faith
Luke 7:1-10

Professional mountain climber Royal Robbins, writing for Sports Illustrated, described the one great essential of the sport. It is not physical strength or having the safest and best equipment, or even proper training, but the ability to see things as they really are. Robbins writes:

If we are keenly alert and aware of the rock and what we are doing on it, if we are honest with ourselves and our capabilities and weaknesses, if we avoid committing ourselves beyond what we know is safe, then we will climb safely. For climbing is an exercise in reality. He who sees it clearly is on safe ground, regardless of his experience or skill. But he who sees reality as he would like it to be, may have his illusions rudely stripped from his eyes when the ground comes up fast.

Actually, mountain climber Robbins has given masterful expression to a crucial life principle. Wise people resist seeing life as they would like to see it. They are honest with themselves regarding their capabilities and weaknesses.

This universal principle applies to every area of life. But nowhere is it more essential than in matters of faith, because real faith is an exercise in reality. The present text about a centurion’s faith takes us inside true faith and shows us how and what faith sees. It presents us with the flawed perspective of the centurion’s friends (Luke 7:3-5), then the enlightened perspective of the centurion himself (Luke 7:6, 7a), and finally Jesus’ divine perspective (Luke 7:7b-10).

This takes place immediately after the naming of the Twelve and Jesus’ great Sermon on the Plain, which he ended by challenging his hearers to put what he had been preaching into practice. The apostles and many of the disciples were present because Jesus wanted them to learn something from a Gentile’s faith! This story conveys universal insights into faith that are applicable to everyone, Jews and Gentiles.

The setting, given in Luke 7:1, 2, is rather ordinary: “When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die” (Luke 7:1, 2). Centurions were commonplace in the Roman Empire. They were equivalent in rank to a modern-day army captain and normally commanded 100 soldiers. Death, too, was commonplace in the ancient world. Normal life expectancy did not approach what we would consider to be midlife. But there is something extraordinary in the centurion’s concern for his servant. The Greek word translated “valued highly” means the servant was honored by the centurion.1 The centurion considered his manservant more than a valuable tool. He cared for him as a person, evidence of the soldier’s gracious soul.

The Jews’ Perspective (V. 7:3-5)
But what is really extraordinary is that this Gentile, a captain in the occupying army, asked Jewish elders to ask Jesus for help — and the elders went eagerly! Clearly, this centurion was no ordinary Gentile. The synagogue leaders were not given to running errands for anyone, much less a Gentile soldier.

As to what they thought of him, there can be no doubt: “When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, ‘This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue’” (Luke 7:4, 5). The centurion, of course, could have been deceiving them with his generosity because the Romans would sometimes support local religion when it was to their advantage. As the historian Gibbon wrote: “The various modes of religion which prevailed in the Roman world were all considered by the people as equally true; by the philosopher as equally false; and by the magistrate as equally useful.”2 But this centurion was apparently no such cynic. He was not a mere contributor to the synagogue fund — he built the whole place!3
Evidently his pagan creed had become worn, and the lofty monotheism of Judaism magnetized his soul. The elders’ assertion that “he loves our nation” was true and probably indicates that he was, in the language of the day, a “God-fearer” — that is, someone who accepted the Jewish God but declined to become a proselyte to Judaism (cf. Acts 10:2; Acts 16:14).4
The elders had it right. The centurion was certainly a lover of Israel and a benefactor of her people. But their insistence that he “deserves” (literally, “is worthy”) to have Jesus heal his servant was their own spin. It certainly was not his (cf. Luke 7:6, 7)! To some extent, this is excusable. The elders were understandably generous in their assessment. But their rationale was patently external — “he loves our nation and has built our synagogue” — not internal, “He is humble and meek and godly.” They lauded the centurion for the kind of works with which people today think, they can earn Heaven. Build a Gothic cathedral, solicit public donations with a promise that donors’ names will appear on a published subscribers list, and the money will roll in! The Bible, in both Testaments, teaches that a plea of worthiness is totally unsustainable before God.

The elders presented such a surface argument for Jesus’ involvement because that was the way they were accustomed to analyzing their own lives — by externals. Unfortunately, in spiritual matters seeing falsely is worse than being blind. The blind at least know they cannot see. But the surface-seer thinks he sees.

Before the seventeenth century, when people looked at a lake or a pond or a glass of water, they judged it clean if they could see through it. But in 1674 the Dutchman Leeuwenhoek filled a glass vial with water, began curiously looking at it through his newly acquired microscope lens, and saw, as he quaintly put it, “very many small animalcules.” He then examined a drop of water and jotted down his findings:

I now saw very plainly that these were little eels, or worms, lying all huddled up together and wriggling; just as if you saw, with the naked eye, a whole tubful of very little eels and water, with the eels a-squirming among one another: and the whole water seemed to be alive with these multifarious animalcules.5
When we turn the magnifying glass of God’s Word onto what is inside us, we find a whole universe of squirming critters and realize our own unworthiness. As a prophet said 600 years before Jesus, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).

The Centurion’s Perspective (V. 7:6-7a)
Jesus, always on the alert for hearts that were turned toward him, “went with them” (Luke 7:6). During the interlude, the centurion had evidently had second thoughts, realizing that a devout Jew might have scruples about entering a house of a Gentile, just as Peter would later express to Cornelius (cf. Acts 10:28; Acts 11:2-3; see also Mishnah, Oholot 18:7). So the Roman officer dispensed a delegation of friends to meet Jesus. It is also possible that word had gotten back to him as to how he had been misrepresented by the elders as worthy of Jesus’ action.

Whatever the case, “the centurion sent friends to say to him: ‘Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you” (Luke 7:6b-7a). In the words and behavior of this centurion, we can discern the elements of spiritual humility and unworthiness.

Seeing Oneself
This man had obviously seen himself as he really was. He had a wholesome consciousness of his own sin. Once we see ourselves as we are and take into account not only our actions, but our corrupt tendencies, foul thoughts, pampered sensualities, baseness, and meanness, much of which has never come to the surface, we will avoid ever saying or even imagining, “I am worthy.”

The great problem for most non-Christians, and even many Christians, is that they are strangers to themselves. They look at the errors of others through a microscope and see all the wriggling animalcules, but they look at their own sins through the wrong end of a telescope and fail to spot the foul creatures bumping in the dark.6 They live with an unwholesome unconsciousness of their own sin.

Modern culture (including the church) distances itself from terrible sinners. We imagine that the John Gacys, Jeffrey Dahmers, and Ted Bundys are really not part of the human race, but are monsters, something we could never be. Gacy, appearing to the community as a child-loving clown, is from another planet, we think. But the truth is, such persons are people just like us who have surrendered to the evil impulses that are within all humanity. We have all had monstrous thoughts in our souls. Perhaps we have not thought of dining on another’s flesh, but we have held on to our own social cannibalisms, sadisms, and verbal homicides.

The fact is, no one is in a position to understand Christ and Christianity who is not acquainted with his own evil nature. C. S. Lewis, writing to a friend, told how the writings of the great Scottish preacher Alexander Whyte had brought him face to face with a characteristic of Puritanism he had almost forgotten. “For him,” says Lewis, “the one essential symptom of the regenerate life is a permanently horrified perception of one’s natural and (it seems) unalterable corruption. The true Christian’s nostril is to be continually attentive to the inner cesspool.”7 Lewis understood that there is a wholesome, in fact essential, consciousness of sin.

But we must also remember that while Christianity that ignores sin becomes sick, Christianity that sees very little but sin is a type of slavery. It has forgotten grace. We are not to go around lisping like Donald Duck in the old cartoon, “I’m a despicable person. I’m a despicable person.” Yes, we are sinful and worthless, but we also bear the imago Dei, and by God’s grace some of us may become a St. Francis or a Corrie ten Boom or a Rachel Saint.

No Biblically-informed, Spirit-filled Christian should ever look self-righteously upon an unbeliever, because the believer understands his own humanity and heart — his proneness to wander. Jesus is on our side. He does not just love and help people who think they are worthy. “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

Seeing Christ
There is a sublime side to the centurion’s spiritual posture — he saw and understood the implications of Jesus’ power — he recognized that Jesus is the Son of God. This is amazing. Jesus was a Jewish Galilean peasant, and the centurion was a Gentile, a man of wealth and some local eminence. Yet, the Roman officer not only regarded himself as undeserving of having Jesus come under his roof, but even unworthy of meeting Jesus in the street. What humility! The centurion apparently realized that one who has power over life and death, who can heal with a word, must be divine. And if Christ was divine, then he, a Gentile sinner, was unworthy to meet him.

The passage we have been studying reveals two essential components of Christian faith — knowing who Christ is, and knowing who we are. Do you know who and what you are? Do you know and believe that you are unworthy? Do you know that “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6)? Even more important, do you know who Jesus is?

Jesus’ Perspective (V. 7:7b-10)
The centurion now showed his faith through his words: “But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it” (Luke 7:7-8). The centurion understood that Jesus can heal up close as much as he can heal from a distance.

Up to now the centurion’s faith had produced a flurry of activity. A delegation of elders had gone to Jesus. Jesus had approached his home. A second delegation of friends had met Jesus, expressing the centurion’s faith. But now the officer’s faith rested. He knew his own limitations and unworthiness, and he knew who Christ was. He believed that Christ could heal his servant. His faith had found a resting place.

What was Jesus’ perspective on the centurion’s words? “When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel’” (Luke 7:9). Only twice in Scripture was Jesus said to be amazed. The other time was when he began his public ministry in his hometown of Nazareth, and his fellow Jews rejected him: “he was amazed at their lack of faith” (Mark 6:6; cf. Luke 4:14-30).

What could be more terrible than to amaze the Son of God with one’s lack of faith? But what could be more wonderful than to amaze him with one’s faith? This centurion had amazing faith!
Why was Jesus so amazed?

The man’s background. He was an uncircumcised Gentile, raised without the benefits of the covenant, without the glorious synagogue tradition, without the Scriptures that were the lot of every Jewish child raised in a devout home (cf. Deut. 6:4-9). Yet he had faith!

The man’s occupation. He was a soldier, an instrument of the oppressive pagan establishment. As an officer, he wielded considerable power. He was not the kind to naturally come to Christ in humble, amazing faith. But he did!

The man’s wealth. Riches are not a spiritual advantage, because they foster a this-world attachment. Jesus later said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God” (Luke 18:24, 25). But, by the mercy of God, this centurion, this unusually rich soldier, had gone through the eye of a needle. Amazing!

The man’s certainty. The certitude of his faith was expressed in stark simplicity: “But say the word, and my servant will be healed” (Luke 7:7b). This was the dynamic dual certainty of faith given in Hebrews 11:1 — future certainty: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for” — and also visual certainty: “and certain of what we do not see.” The Roman saw Christ’s invisible spiritual power, and he saw his servant as being made whole by Christ’s word. Amazing! His faith was like that of Noah and Abraham and Moses.

Here, for all to see, are the fundamental perspectives of a faith that pleases God — it sees itself, and it sees God. Such faith is transcultural — it is the same for Jews and Gentiles. And it transcends time — it is a spiritual reality then and now.

Closing Reflections
Faith is an exercise in reality. He who sees clearly, and not merely as he would like to see, is on safe ground.

Do you see yourself as deserving of Christ’s grace, as the elders saw the centurion? Do you inwardly think that because you are a lover of the church, and even more, a giver of your money, you are worthy of God’s care? Have you secretly internalized others’ good opinions of yourself, so that despite the persistent teaching of God’s Word that salvation comes through faith and is a gift of God, you imagine that you will somehow make it into the kingdom by your personal virtue? Do you see Christians who glibly talk about their salvation but do not measure up in their walk, and then reason that because your life is better than theirs, you certainly will make it to Heaven?

If so, you are not seeing reality. You must face the truth — apart from the grace of God, your heart is desperately evil. Self is at the center of your universe, and therefore darkness reigns within. The reality is that you, like the centurion, are not worthy. No one is. All your acts of supposed righteousness will not cut it with God. Your only hope is the love and grace of Christ!

Furthermore, do you see Jesus for who he is? As your God?

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. (Col. 1:15-18)
Do you see him as your Savior?

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him [Jesus], and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. (Col. 1:19, 20)
Do you see Jesus as your hope?

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. (1 Thes. 4:16, 17)
Biblical faith is an exercise in reality — true seeing. Do you see yourself as you are? Do you see Christ as he is? If so, you see with the eyes of faith.
· Tea-for-two & $3000.00 bill? Gen. 1:26

· Aristotle: "There can be no friendship nor justice towards inanimate things; indeed, not even towards a horse or an ox, nor yet towards a slave as a slave. For master and slave have nothing in common; a slave is a living tool, just as a tool is an inanimate slave."
· Gaius, the Roman legal expert, lays it down in the Institutes: "We may note that it is universally accepted that the master possesses the power of life and death over the slave."
·  Cato, a Roman writer on agriculture is giving advice to a man taking over a farm: "Look over the livestock, and hold a sale. Sell your oil, if the price is satisfactory, and sell the surplus of your wine and grain. Sell worn-out oxen, blemished cattle, blemished sheep, wool, hides, an old wagon, old tools, an old slave, a sickly slave, and whatever else is superfluous." Cato's blunt advice is to throw out the slave who is sick. 
· Peter Chrysologus sums the matter up: "Whatever a master does to a slave, undeservedly, in anger, willingly, unwillingly, in forgetfulness, after careful thought, knowingly, unknowingly, is judgment, justice and law."
· Gal. 5:6: “Faith working through love.’ It is quite clear that this centurion was an extraordinary man, for he loved his slave. It may well be that it was his totally unusual and unexpected gentleness and love which so moved Jesus when the centurion first came to him. 

1. Matthew written to Jews!

a.     Scandalous Genealogy

b. Herod and Leading Jews Vs. Magi

c.     Jewish King tries to kill Messiah

d. JTB: Calls Jews to repentance; calls leaders, “brood of vipers”

e.  Sermon on the Mount: “You have heard it said, but I say…” = ~”Moses said.” = “I am God”

f.     So far, a cast out, unclean leper.

g. Now… Unclean AND hated…
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