1. Repentance… 

Richard Roberts, Repentance: “The 1st word of the gospel is not "love." It is not even "grace." The 1st word of the gospel is "repent." From Matthew through Revelation, repentance is an urgent & indispensable theme that is kept at the very forefront of the gospel message.”
2. Sometimes just before God, or, God & man

3. Let’s Look: Classic 1960s Picture Repentance

·  Beverly Hillbillies Video
4. Well, perhaps Scripture > better picture:
· Lk. 19:1-10: “Jesus entered Jericho & was passing through. There was a man called Zaccheus; a chief tax collector & he was rich.  Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was, & was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead & climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass through that way. When Jesus came to the place, He looked up & said to him, "Zaccheus, hurry & come down, for today I must stay at your house." He hurried & came down & received Him gladly. When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, "He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." Zaccheus stopped & said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, & if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back 4 times as much." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham.  "For the Son of Man has come to seek & to save that which was lost."

· Jer. 15:19 (To Jeremiah!) “This is what the Lord says: "If you repent, I will restore U that U may serve me”
5. East Africa Revival fueled by Repentance
· The moving of the Holy Spirit in East Africa, began @ 1930. At first there were just two: Simeoni Nsibambi & Dr. Joe Church. They found each other near Kampala, Ugan​da, when both were spiritually hungry to desperation. They dropped everything & sat together under a tree studying the New Test. for days to find out more about the Holy Spirit. He found them, & led them to the cross of Christ.”
6. Today… story of Festo Kivengere

7. Returns Home From School:
a. 1939, 19, coming home > 1st teaching position in the very school I‘d attend​ed.
b. Truck rounded marketplace > crowd > singing church songs in public! "Down at the cross where my Saviour died…" To me that was sheer fanaticism.
c. Relatives there. My favorite niece threw her arms around me: "Uncle Festo, welcome home! I love Jesus now. Do you, too?"

d. “They would talk about Jesus in all sorts of places, and you never knew where they might burst out in song. It was infec​tious, spreading like a disease.”
e. My uncle, who is the senior chief of our district, said, "This new kind of religion is dangerous. It invades your privacy. You have nothing left."

8. BUT: Not uncle nor I could say: “Frauds.” > Continual, On Going, REPENTANCE
a. We: cattle people. Cows = High value
b. One day the chief was holding court 

c. A pagan man wealthy in cattle arrives. 

d. His servants had eight fine cows they were driving along.
e.  The cattle baron said, ""Sir, they are yours. I have brought them back to you."
f. "What do you mean, they are mine?"
g. “I stole four of them. These four are now eight. I have brought them to you."
h. "Who discovered this theft?"
i. "Jesus did, sir. He has given me peace and told me to bring them."
9. Conversion
A. Sister (12) and niece (14), staying w/ me attending school. Concerned that I was a "lost" teacher, & I could sometimes hear them praying for me.
B. One Sunday morning I went in church. Young people giving testimonies and people were being converted even before the preacher began to preach. 
C. My niece: "I want you to praise God. The devil has been mak​ing me afraid of telling you what the Lord has done for us. On Friday night, the Lord assured us that our prayers for Festo are answered. And Festo is sitting in the corner right there, and we know that he is going to come back to the Lord today."
D. Leaves in rage > Drunk > Cycling home… Sees good friend (teacher) on bike

E. Look on friends face: “Flying/ Glow” > "Festo! Three hours ago, Jesus became a living reality to me. I know my sins are forgiven!"
F. Then: Asks Festo forgiveness for 3 things… & “I am sorry, Festo. I will no longer live like that. Jesus has given me something much better. So long!"
G. Festo: “shaken to the core.” I felt like a shadow, having seen in my friend the reality I had missed.

H. In room… Knelt… Cried: "God! If You happen to be there, as my friend says, I am miserable. If You can do anything for me, then please do it now. If I'm not too far gone. . .HELP!"
I. “Heaven opened, & in front of me was Jesus. He was there real & crucified for me. His broken body was hanging on the cross, & suddenly I knew that it was my badness that did this to the King of Life. It shook me. In tears, I thought I was going to Hell. If He had said, "Go!" I wouldn’t have complained. Somehow, I thought that would be His duty, as all the wretchedness of my life came out. But then I saw His eyes of infinite love that were looking into mine. Could it be He who was clearly saying, "This is how much I love you, Festo!" I shook my head, because I knew that couldn't be possible, & said, "No, I am Your enemy. I am rebellious. I have been hating Your people. How can You love me like that?" Even today, I do not know the answer to that question. There is no reason in me for His love. But that day I discovered myself clasped in the Father's arms.
10. Love Reconciles… In our community, after Christians were liberated by the power of the risen Lord, people of all sorts were shaken by contact with them.
a. A Muslim shopkeeper. 

1. Customer > into his shop, "Here, these 200 shil​lings are yours. I cheated you out of this money and you didn't find out."

2.  "Well! Why do you bring it now?" 
3. "Jesus changed my life & told me to pay my debt to you. Please forgive me.”

b. Some British officials were jarred. 
1. At times, so many waiting outside to return or pay things that district commissioner complained that it was hard to get his work done.
2. "I have evaded my taxes for ten years; here is a cow to pay them."
3. "Here, sir, please take this shovel which I stole from the government." Officer: "Why returning it?" "I was arrested, sir." "Who did that?" "Jesus did."

11.  The Englishman
Holy Spirit reminded me I hated a white man—missionary, living 50 miles away,  Spirit said, "Take bicycle; go see man. Now that you’re liberated, = your brother."

"My brother an Englishman?" I nearly fell over.

"Yes, your brother. You have hated your brother."

"What shall I do when I see him? You know him. Lord."

"Yes, I know him. Tell him that you love him."

That 50 miles to Kabale had never seemed so hard. The rivers seemed much wider than usual and the escarpment steeper than I had ever seen it. Approaching the house, I was tired & frightened & hoped he was not at home.

He was there, & suddenly I was telling him what Christ had done for me, that I was free, & saw him now as my brother.

"I'm sorry," I said. "For the past five years I have hated you and talked against you. I must have made your life ter​ribly difficult. Please forgive me."

There were tears in his eyes and we put our arms around each other. When I left, I was no longer his enemy but his beloved brother. What a change!

·  And with Wife!!!!
12.  A Clear Conscience
A. I began to realized > distance had come between me and Him. Things were making me uncomfortable. My thoughts had dethroned the Master & wounded Him.  I lost my appetite for the Bible… Prayer became a dull routine and church services were no longer meaningful.
B. Then a brother gave a message, after reading Hebrews 10:19-22:

"'Since, therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new & liv​ing way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,... let us draw near with a sincere heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience.. . . "'
· “Prickling Conscience: “Holy Spirit is trying to deal with you about something. It is possible, to have an inner voice crying "Unclean, unclean!" as the lepers in Israel used to have to do. This makes you feel utter​ly alone and in the cold. This is a dangerous area, an off-limit range, where the enemy can shoot at you at will. 
· Only Option: “Agree with the Holy Spirit; take that troubled conscience back to the cross where Jesus died. His blood that was shed there is still instantly available for the forgiveness of sins and for the sprinkling of consciences.
13.  William Nagenda & I, sharing preaching overseas
a. I became jealous / critical of success of my brother. Criticism > Colder

b. Holy Spirit intervened: “You are not right! Whatever you see in your brother, your attitude is dry—dry as a bone. You are pushing him away."
c. Finally, I had to admit it. "No, Sir, I am not right. What shall I do?"
d. "There is nothing you can do about it. You are spiritually bankrupt at the moment. You had better make an application to Headquarters."
e. I turned to my Father in shame, confessing my miserable attitude. 
f. I admitted my sin. Jesus' blood cleansed me of it. I was free.
g. Then He said, "Go tell your brother why things were so cold."
h. I argued, "Lord, haven't I reached the stage now where You & I can finish things between us without this childish apologizing?" I knew God understood things quickly, but I wasn't sure how William would take it. Anyway, I had to go. He said so.

i. I said. "William, I am sorry. I'm very sorry… I became jealous of you. Please forgive me."
j. Brother got up/ hugged/ both shed tears of reconciliation. My heart was warm.”
14.  Idi Amin… Escapes w/ Life: I Love I.A.”
a. 1st Good Friday after escape… London
b. Much mass murder of Xns… 

I felt something was strangling me spiritually. I grew increasingly bitter toward Amin, and was, to the same degree, losing my liberty and my ministry.

I slipped into the back of All Souls Church in London to listen to the meditations on the seven last words of Christ on the cross.

The first word was read distinctly: "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." So said my Lord when the cruel nails were being driven into His hands. His amazing love pressed into my consciousness. 

To me He was saying, "You can't forgive Amin?"

"No, Lord."

"Suppose he had been one of those soldiers driving the nails into My hands. He could have been, you know." 

"Yes, Lord, he could."

"Do you think I would have prayed, 'Father, forgive them, all except that Idi Amin'?"

I shook my head. "No, Master. Even he would have come within the embrace of Your boundless love." 
I bowed, ask​ing forgiveness. And, although I frequently had to repent and pray again for forgiveness, I rose that day with a liberated heart and have been able to share Calvary love in freedom. Yes, because of His immeasurable grace to me, I do love Idi Amin, have forgiven him, and am still praying for him to escape the terrible spiritual prison he is in.

15.  To Jeremiah, “This is what the Lord says: "If you repent, I will restore U that U may serve me”
16.  “Is my Life Characterized by continual, regular repentance in Obedience to the H.S.?”
a.  To repent as He leads… before God and the offended person?

b. As Xns must live in a Spirit of repentance… so w/ churches: Revelation: 5 of 7.

c. = the way to revival, and maintaining revival.
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