What We Believe at Trinity UMC

This Statement of Faith describes our core beliefs as a church. There is nothing new or revolutionary about them. The primary and authoritative source of our beliefs is the teaching of Scripture (the Bible).  Thus, these essential or core beliefs are non-negotiable, unwavering commitments. Because we believe that the following are consistent with Scripture, we hold to and claim the belief statements of the historic Apostle’s Creed, Nicene Creed, and traditional and official Doctrinal Standards of the United Methodist Church.    


The Bible
     The Bible is God's inspired, infallible, and perfect Word to all people.  Comprised of 66 Old and New Testament books, the Bible describes God’s loving initiative in drawing us back into relationship with Him and each other.  No other writings are so inspired by God. The Bible is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living.                                                               (Isa. 40:8; II Tim. 3:16-17; II Peter 1:20-21; Rev. 22:19)

God
     There is one true, eternal, holy, and living God, existing in three separate persons: God the Father as Creator, God’s only Son Jesus Christ as Redeemer and Savior, and God the Holy Spirit as Counselor and Sustainer of life. This is known as the “Trinity.”All three are equal in worth, distinct but inseparable, forming a perfect and eternal love-relationship.                   (Gen. 1:1; Mt. 28:19; II Cor. 13:14)

Jesus Christ
     Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the eternal second member of the Trinity.  Fully God and fully human, He lived a sinless life. Through his voluntary death on the cross, Jesus paid in full the debt of our sin, bridging the gap between God and people for everyone who believes in Him. After three days, Jesus rose from the dead. Soon after, He ascended to heaven, and is now praying for His Church.  He will physically return to earth to reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.                                  (Jn.1:1, 14; Heb. 1:8; I Pet. 3:18; I Tim. 2:5-6;  I Cor. 15:1-8; Acts 1:9-11;  I Thess. 4:13-17)


The Holy Spirit

     The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is present in the world to both make men aware of their need for and, through other Christians, invite them into a relationship with Jesus Christ. He lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation, providing the Christian with guidance and power for Christ-like living. He gives every believer spiritual gifts to build up the Church. As we daily yield to the Holy Spirit, Christ lives his life in and through us transforming us into His image. (Acts 5:3-4, Jn. 6:44; 16:8-11; I Cor. 12:7-12; II Cor. 3:17-18; Gal.5: 16-23)
        
Salvation
     God, Who is love, seeks and pursues all people, urging them to enter a new-life relationship made possible through Jesus Christ. Originally created to live in perfect harmony with God, we have all chosen to go our own way (sin) and have thus become separated from God. As such, we are unable to restore this relationship by ourselves. Thankfully, out of sheer love, God freely offers us His salvation: an act wholly initiated by God that is not earned, or added to by any act of human goodness.  Anyone may receive this gift of salvation by receiving  Jesus Christ, surrendering to Him and trusting Him to save him/her through His sacrifice on the Cross and resurrection. We are saved to know and become like Christ.                                             (Jn. 1:12-13; 3:16; Rom. 3:23; 5:8; 10:9-10, 13; Eph. 2:8-10)
Human Destiny
     God desires that each person live eternally with Him; so much so, that Jesus Christ died for every person. God calls all; all may come. However, God loves and respects us too much to force anyone into a surrendered love-relationship with Him. Thus, depending upon one’s choice/ response (or lack of) to Christ, each person will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or in union with God through His salvation and forgiveness. To be eternally separated from God is hell. To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life (begins at conversion; culminates in heaven). Heaven and hell are places of eternal existence.  (Deut. 30:19; Mt. 25:46; Jn. 3:36; 14:1-6; Rev. 20: 11-15)

The Church
     The Church is comprised of all who receive and know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Under the authority of the Bible and empowered by the Holy Spirit, the Church is called to exalt and embody Jesus Christ by bringing the Kingdom of God to the world. In Christ’s Name, the Church invites, worships, prays, disciples, preaches the Word, serves and loves one other and the world, shares communion and baptism (the two sacraments of the church), and works to make disciples of all nations. The Church is not a fortress, where people hide, or a country club that exists to serve itself, but a Spirit-empowered, disciple-making force through which God lives and transforms the world. As such, all are welcome.                                          (Mt. 16:15-19; Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23-32; I Tim. 3:15)  
· What Are Core Beliefs? What Are Ours?
· What is a Value?

1. Values are the foundation of an organization’s focus. They underlie the mission and vision.
2. Example: Jesus worked with the disciples for 3 years primarily teaching core values, after resurrection he paints the vision and gives them the mission.
3. Like individuals, ministries operate out of a core set of values that shapes their decisions and behaviors
4. Core values are often unwritten ideas, traditions, and rules that underlie everything that happens
5. Represent our guiding principles
6. Drive the commitment level
7. Core Values are not easily changed, and are non-negotiable in the day to day
8. Can provide inspiration
· What Are Our Recognized Values… So Far
1. Christ-Like Love 
a. Bringing Jesus to People and People to Jesus
b. All People Matter to God
c. Every Believer Compassionately Serving Others
d. Hospitality 
2. Passionate Commitment to Christ
a. Spirit-Filled Worship
b. Obedience
3. Devotional Living  & Accountability [Prayer/ Bible study]
a. Living in the Spirit of Prayer
4. Personal Integrity
5. Innovation & Excellence
Thomas J. Watson Jr., founder CEO of IBM 1956-1971: I firmly believe that any organization, in order to survive & achieve success, must have a sound set of beliefs on which it premises all its policies & actions. Next, I believe that the most important single factor in corporate success is faithful adherence to those beliefs. And, finally, I believe [the organization] must be willing to change everything about itself except those.

1. Christ-Like Love
· 1 John 4:19   “We love, because He first loved us.”

· Matthew 22:36-37 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied”:’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
· 1 John 4:10  “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

· Romans 5:8 “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

· 1 John 4:20 “If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
· 1 John 4:9  “By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.”

a. Bringing Jesus to People and People to Jesus
· John 3:16: "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
· Mark 8:35: "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.
· Mk 10:45 “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, & to give his life as a ransom for many."
· Matthew 28:18 “…Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…"
b. All People Matter to God
· Genesis 1:26-27  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
· Revelation 7:9  “…there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb…”
· Matthew 28:18: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations” = “Eth’ne” nation, people; non-Jews, Gentiles; pagans, heathen, unbelievers  
c. Every Believer Compassionately Serving Others
· 1 John 4:9  “By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.”
· Matthew 18:27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.
·  Luke 10:33 "But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,  34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him.” 
·  Luke 15:20: "So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.”  
d. Hospitality 
· Hebrews 13:2 “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”
· Romans 15:7 “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”

2. Passionate Commitment to Christ  
A. Passion! Alexander White, Vicar of Baghdad.  = “Sexual ; Emotional; Enthusiastic” = En Theos;  Bride > Bridegroom King; a strong emotion of desire or craving   His Mom run over by a car… and lived; Her Dad gave baby away… Child was a musical prodigy… who discovered PASSION August Rush > VIDEO   
B. Commitment to A Person, in a Surrendered Love-Relationship

· Examples of ‘Commitments”

1. To a job
To a government official
To a set of laws
To a belief system

2. To a contract of covenant

To a friend

To an institution

· The goodness, type, & degree of “Commitment” 1 has toward a certain object, must be determined especially by the type & worthiness of the object.

· Commitment good? Bad? (Hitler committed.) Depends on object of commitment
· Best Example: Biblical Commitment to Christ: “Marriage Commitment?
1. Together for better/worse, for richer/poorer, in sickness/health, till death do us part?

a. Many: “Yes, & I’ll stay with him/her forever because of my vows; just do what I’m told.”
b. BUT: in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part

2. I obviously believe in the Marriage Covenant… but I am not marrying the covenant.
a. I am marrying the person

b. Marriage then, is all about the person. I love/give my life to the person, not the Covenant
c. Commitment in a marriage then, is first, above all a commitment to a relationship: Know & Love Out of that relationship then is to come the “Doing.”

· So it is with a “Passionate Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ.”

1. Not primarily a commitment to Christianity, or the Church, or Methodism as such.
2. But, a commitment to a Person, the L. Jesus Christ, & thus the priority of knowing & loving
3. Neither Xnty, Church, nor Bible created me, died/ rose for me, or can save me! Only Jesus! 

· The greatest of all commandments is not to obey God but to LOVE God!

· Commitment 1st to Surrendered Relationship of Love, Out Of Which flows obedience.
C. Obedience to the Blessed Trinity 
1.  The highest obedience > pleases God that He desires: that which flows from our love of Him.     John 14:15: "If you love me, you will obey what I command.
2. Obey  from obeir; ob = "to" + audire = "listen, hear" 
a. Jeremiah 7:23  "Obey My voice, & I will be your God, & you will be My people; & you will walk in all the way which I command you, that it may be well with you.”

b. Psalm 95:7-9: “O that today you would listen to his voice!  Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, when your ancestors tested me, and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work."

3. To obey His Voice includes listening to, receiving, & obeying His Word.
a. Jer. 6:10   To whom shall I speak & give warning, that they may hear? See, their ears are closed, they cannot listen. The word of the Lord is to them an object of scorn; they take no pleasure in it.

b. Isaiah 66:5  “Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble at His word”
c. Jer. 9:20  “Hear the word of the Lord & let your ear receive the word of His mouth.”
d. Mark 4:20   "And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good soil; and they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."
e. Lk 8:21 "My mother & My brothers are these who hear the word of God & do it."
4. God is to be obeyed… There is no substitute for obedience. 
a. Acts 5:29 Peter & the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men”
b. 1 Sam. 15:22-23 "Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings & sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, & to heed than the fat of rams. "For rebellion is as the sin of divination, & insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry.”

5. Enabled and motivated by God's Spirit

6. Real Obedience is genuine evidence of one’s love for God. 

        John 14:21: "He who has My commandments & keeps them is the one who loves Me
“I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what thou wilt, 
Rank me with whom thou wilt. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought low for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely & heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.” 
Covenant Prayer, John Wesley

D. Spirit-Filled Worship: Manifest Presence! Conversions! Repentance! Healing! Radiance! “Single Eye”
1. Only where Christians are “continually devoting themselves to prayer” 

a. Acts 1:13  “When they’d entered the city, they went up to the upper room where they were staying…These all with 1 mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer…”
b. Acts 2:1-4  “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in 1 place. And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, & it filled the whole house where they were sitting… & they were all filled with the Holy Spirit...”
A Prayer Ministry Church gives the task of prayer to a select individual or group that has some formal connection to the church structure. Churches do this by developing a prayer team or a prayer chain where certain individuals have responsibility for praying on behalf of the felt needs of the congregation. In many cases, prayer is focused on praying for people who are sick, who are going through grief, or through personal crises. (Vss. Acts)
“A House of Prayer Church puts prayer at the center. All leaders have some responsibility to pray, not only for individual needs, but also for the ministry of the whole congregation and its future. Every meeting and occasion starts with prayer. There is an expectation that God may enter into the conversation at any time. Church leaders also have a clear understanding of the importance and role of prayer in the church and have a specific strategy for how prayer is integrated into all aspects of congregational life. The praying church is often the church obsessed with knowing and showing Jesus Christ. This atmosphere and practice is intentionally developed by strategic action of the church leadership and it can begin with the pastor. It is not an afterthought or an addendum ministry. It is vital to all parts of congregational life.

2. Devotional Living 24/7 >   Sunday Worship = An Extension Not an Exception!

3. Electric, contagious, powerful, Presence-Singing   John Wesley's Rules for Singing
1. Sing all. See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can. Let not a slight degree of weakness or weariness hinder you. If it is a cross to you, take it up and you will find a blessing.

2. Sing lustily, and with a good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half-dead, or half asleep; but lift up your voice with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed of it being heard, then when you sang the songs of Satan.

3. Sing modestly …strive to unite your voices together, to make 1 clear melodious sound.

4. Sing in time. Whatever time is sung, be sure to keep with it. Do not run before, not stay behind it; but attend closely to the leading voices, and move therewith as exactly as you can. And take care you sing not too slow. This drawling way naturally steals on all who are lazy; & it is high time to drive it out from among us, and sing all our tunes just as quick as we did at first.

5. Above all, sing spiritually. Have an eye to God in every word U sing. Aim at pleasing Him more than yourself, or any other creature. …to do this, attend strictly to the sense of what U sing, & see that your heart is not carried away w/ the sound, but offered to God continually; so shall your singing be such as the Lord will approve of here, & reward when he cometh in the clouds of heaven.  Holy Spirit = Worship Ldr!
4. A presentation by worshipper of his/ her entire self to God as living/holy sacrifice
· Rom 12:1 “I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies (Body, emotions, mind) a living & holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”

· Thomas Aquinas… The Prostitute and the father (doorway)

Thomas Aquinas didn't fit the family's noble and military ambitions…

Chesterton says, "...the young Thomas Aquinas walked into his father's castle one day and calmly announced that he had become one of the Begging Friars," a poor and radical Dominican. This hit the wealthy family with a shock as great as if Thomas had announced he had "married a gypsy."

"His family flew at him like wild beasts." His brothers chased him down the road and half tore his friar's cloak off his body. They finally captured him and locked him in the castle tower, as if he were a lunatic. 

But spending time alone didn't bother someone who was destined to become a great philosopher, so then Thomas's brothers thought up a vile trick. They put into his room a beautiful prostitute, knowing Thomas couldn't help but succumb to the temptation; the scandal would ruin his hopes of a career in the church. 

Again, Thomas disappointed them: "He sprang from his seat and snatched a brand out of the fire, and stood brandishing it like a flaming sword. The woman...shrieked and fled, which was all that he wanted." All Thomas did "was to stride after her to the door and bang and bar it behind her; and then,...he rammed the burning brand into the door, blackening and blistering it with one big black sign of the cross." = PASSIONATE ABOUT CHRIST!
Quite suddenly, saying nothing to his parents, Thomas embraced the Dominican Order of Preachers, put on their white and black habit, and announced that his titles were henceforth in abeyance. He seemed hardly aware of the furor that would inevitably arise from his action.

His mother complained to the Pope and the Archbishop of Naples. Thomas had been a prince and was now vowed to begging as a wandering friar, and he did not care. The Pope offered to make him Lord Abbot of Montecassino with the privilege of wearing his Dominican habit. He refused and wandered alone to Rome. His mind was made up.

Years afterwards, when he came to write the Summa Theologica, he wrote beneath the question: "Whether duties toward parents are to be set aside for the sake of religion?" the simple answer: "Whoever loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy to follow Me," and he quoted from Jerome's famous letter to Heliodorus: "Though your father fling himself down on the doorstep, trample him underfoot, go your way and fly with dry eyes to the standard of the Cross." ." = PASSIONATE ABOUT CHRIST!
Robert Payne, The Fathers of the Western Church (Viking, 1951). As seen in "Left Behind," Christian History (Issue 73), p.11

He is Above ALL!   He Alone is worthy of being Passionately
1. Known

2. Loved

3. Obeyed

4. Worshipped
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