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A Savior! Lk 2:8-18 “There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, & the glory of the Lord shone around them, & they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths & lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem & see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." So they hurried off & found Mary & Joseph, & the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
1. Kent Hughes’ Wife’s Missionary Friend 

· Took missionary furlough w/husband & family... Exhausted > W/ Anticipation!!! 
· For 1st time: her own, a new, large townhouse-styled apartment with a patio (decorated).
· Soon, new neighbors moved in: > Loud music 24/7 & constant flow of obscenities. They urinated in front yard in broad daylight. No peace. She could see nothing good in them.
· Prayed, “help me love more!” But felt: disgust & rejection.
· Crisis: Neighbors' children sprayed orange paint all over her patio—the walls, the floors—everything! > Furious.  "I cannot love them; I hate them!"   RESPONSE???
· Saw sin in her heart > prayed > "And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity" (Col 3:14 ). > "Lord, how put on love?" Pictured putting on a coat. —wrapped herself in the love of God!  > began experiencing deeper life of X w/in her.
· Made list, “What she’d do if she really loved her exasperating neighbors, then did it. 
· Baked cookies, Baby-sat for free, invited mother over for coffee—
· Beautiful! Began to know/ understand them. Saw living under tremendous pressures.
· Love her "enemies; did good to them; lent to them with/o expecting anything back.
· Then they moved—she wept! An unnatural, unconventional love and captured her heart—a supernatural love—the love of Jesus.

2. We love she loved because He 1st loved us her…1 Jn 4:19
a. Christina Rossetti
Love came down at Christmas; Love all lovely, love divine;
Love was born at Christmas, Stars and angels gave the sign.
b.  Jn. 3:16: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son
3. Where is the love in that?

"Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. (Not a ____)
a.  His Name: “Christ the Lord”
b.  His Office: “Savior… born to you.”

1.  Not Healer, Teacher, Example, Judge, Servant, but SAVIOR
2.  Matthew: “Jesus, 4 He shall SAVE His people from their sins.

4. Where is the love? > “Savior”

a.  Gen.6:5 “The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, & that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.”
b.  Rom. 5:12 Just as sin entered the world through 1 man, & death thru sin, & in this way death came to all men, because all sinned
c.  Lk 19:10: The Son of Man came to seek out & to save the lost
5. Few Xs/week, 3 Ladies > “Wal-Mart Run”
a.  From 08 – 10pm = mostly anything
b.  From 10 – 11 pm = Important
c.  From 11 – 12 pm = Very Important

d.  From 12 midnight = Life Threatening

e.  How Serious… For God the Son > leave Heaven > Embryo??
6. Lk 19:10: The Son of Man came to seek out & to save the lost
Luke 15:4: "What man among you, if he has 100 sheep & has lost 1 of them, does not leave the 99 in the open pasture and go after the 1 which is lost until he finds it? 

Luke 15:6: “And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'” 

Luke 15:9:  "When she has found the coin, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost!' 

Luke 15:24  “this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.'  

Luke 15:32  But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.'"
7. SLA. : “How Lost is “Lost?” (Just how important to know Jesus as Savior) Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 2:2; John 8:41-44; Ephesians 2:1, 5a, 12; Mat. 8:11-12; 13:49-50; 25:41, 46; Mark 9:41-48; John 3:36; Rev. 21:11-15; 21:8; Acts 26:18; I John 5:12; Isaiah 64:6; James 2:10; II Cor. 4:3-4; Matthew 7:23; Hebrews 9:27
The “Lost” are spiritually dead because of their sin, separated from God, without any hope. Having their eyes blinded by Satan, the god of this world, they cannot see the truth of the Gospel, and are perishing.

Though some have done wonderful works in Christ’s name, because they never personally knew Christ, on the last day, He will tell them, “Depart from Me.”

Those works which they believe will grant them a right standing before God are as filthy rags in His sight; having broken any of His laws, they have broken His heart and all His laws.

Their spiritual father is Satan, the “murderer from the beginning” and the “father of lies.” By rejecting Christ, they have rejected God, for Christ is the perfect image of the Father (Col. 1:15a). They are living in the kingdom/domain of darkness & Satan. 

Their names are not written in the book of life, and they will spend eternity separated from God in hell. Hell is described by Jesus as a place of 

· Outer darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth
· Eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil & his angels;

· Eternal punishment

· Unquenchable fire, where their worm does not die, & the fire is not quenched. (3xs)

They will experience the wrath of God and will never see heaven.

They have not received forgiveness and possess no inheritance in God.

 As each person only lives and dies once, after which comes the judgment, once a lost person dies, there are no second chances. Period. SOOOOO:

8. "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord!!!!!
The Holy Spirit has opened his spiritual eyes to see & understand the truth of the Gospel. Thus, he has trusted the Lord Jesus to save him. As of that moment, He is now spiritually alive because God has raised him to life. Reconciled to God through Jesus’ Cross he has peace with God. He possesses the sure hope of heaven, and a bodily resurrection at Jesus’ return. The Holy Spirit indwells him, leading and empowering him to know, follow, and be conformed into the image of Jesus. The Bible is becoming his Book, and prayer his primary language.
His spiritual Father is now God, the giver of life and the Father of all truth. He has been adopted into the family of God and is a vital part of the body of Christ, the Church. He has said “Yes” to God by saying “Yes” to Christ, Who is the perfect image of God (Col. 1:15a). God has graciously transferred him into the kingdom of God and light. 
His name is now written in the book of life, and he will spend eternity united with God in heaven. Heaven is described in the Bible as a place, 
·  Where the Lord God will illumine them; & they will reign forever and ever.” Rev. 22:5
· Where the home of God will be among his people!
· Where a pure river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb, courses down the center of the main street.
· Where his servants will worship God, & see his face; His name written on their foreheads.
· Where the holy city, New Jerusalem, will come down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.
This “saved person” has received forgiveness of all his sins, been granted eternal life, and is an heir of God and joint heir with Christ.
 
   As each person only lives and dies once, after which comes the judgment, once a saved person dies, there are no second chances. But that’s okay; he won’t want or need one! On the last day, Jesus will tell him, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

· So…The Son of Man came to seek out & to save the lost = C. Mas
9.  So… 2 Responses! Shepherds… & Us

a. "Let's go to Bethlehem & see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." So they hurried off & found Mary & Joseph, & the baby, who was lying in the manger.
1. To go to Him & be saved (Invite) Criswell: When Satan went forward
· "Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born, If he's not born in thee thy soul is still forlorn."—Angelus Silesius

2. The Saved to go to Him to See Him, & Surrender/Worship 

b. “When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”
1. Like the Shepherds, to “spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child.” = Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
2. Bill Griffith Story… And Chad! (“My memory fuzzy, but Opa- Locka softball, I was 7-8, you on your knees, led me to X.”)
c.  Pray now: “Is there a Chad in your life this Christmas?” Who? Children, Grand, Nieces, Nephews, Parents… 
1. Shepherds were outcasts & thoroughly uneducated

2. Success is defined by obedience & not results
3. Besides, you may not know the results for 34 years!
4. Is there a better present you could give Christ?
5. Goal is always Conversion/ New Birth
6.  Christmas “To do” List// = “The True Business of Heaven”
10.  Hark the Herald Angels Sing Green
Notes: Used and Unused
"The Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of God." C.S. Lewis

Why did God create humanity knowing humanity would reject Him?
“The Bible teaches that God in his goodness created a world of moral order in which Adam and Eve were free agents. By creating them in his image and likeness, God gave them a unique quality of relationship with each other and with him. God entrusted them with freedom. This freedom included the freedom to turn away from him, and unfortunately, that is what they did.

Even though God knew beforehand what Adam and Eve would do, he granted them the capacity to do as they chose. God condemns no one unjustly by causing anyone to sin… He does not compel or coerce human creatures made in his image. Yet nothing can thwart his glory and grace.

Furthermore, God shows that he is abounding in love and faithfulness (Exodus 34:6) by not leaving the human race in its sin. In Jesus Christ, the Creator graciously became the Redeemer. Xnty Today = Christmas!
· Mat. 1:21 “you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."

· Lk. 2: “today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord...  A Savior… Not a Lawgiver, leader, example, judge, teacher….

To fully appreciate the Christmas mission of redemption, we must rightly view humanity, UNredeemed

· Gen.6:5 “The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, & that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth & his heart was filled with pain.”
· SLA. : “How Lost is “Lost?”Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 2:2; John 8:41-44; Ephesians 2:1, 5a, 12; Mat. 8:11-12; 13:49-50; 25:41, 46; Mark 9:41-48; John 3:36; Rev. 21:11-15; 21:8; Acts 26:18; I John 5:12; Isaiah 64:6; James 2:10; II Cor. 4:3-4; Matthew 7:23; Hebrews 9:27
The “Lost” are spiritually dead because of their sin, separated from God, without any hope. Having their eyes blinded by Satan, the god of this world, they cannot see the truth of the Gospel, and are perishing.

Though some have done wonderful works in His name, because they never personally knew Christ, on the last day, He will tell them, “Depart from Me.”

Those works which they believe will grant them a right standing before God are as filthy rags in His sight; having broke any of His laws, they have broken His heart and all His laws.

Their spiritual father is Satan, the “murderer from the beginning” and the “father of lies.” They have rejected God by rejecting Christ, Who is the perfect image of the Father (Col. 1:15a). They are living in the kingdom/domain of darkness & Satan. 

Their names are not in the book of life, they will spend eternity separated from God in hell. Hell is described by Jesus as a place of 

· Outer darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth

· Lake of Fire; Furnace of fire

· Eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil & his angels;

· Eternal punishment

· Unquenchable fire, where their worm does not die, & the fire is not quenched. (3xs)

They will experience the wrath of God and will never see heaven.

They have not received forgiveness and possess no inheritance in God.

 As each person only lives and dies once, after which comes the judgment, once a lost person dies, there are no second chances. Period. SOOOOO:
· Lk 2:10-11 “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. (A Savior from all of the above!)
· Lk. 19:10  “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."
The “Saved person” having trusted Christ by faith to save him, is spiritually alive because God has raised him to new life. He is reconciled to God and has the sure hope of heaven and Jesus’ return. He has peace with God. The Holy Spirit indwells him, and has opened his spiritual eyes to see and understand the truth of the Gospel; he is truly alive. The Bible has become his book.
He has done wonderful works in Christ’s name, because of his personal relationship to Jesus Christ. Knowing he is saved by grace he serves Christ because he is saved and never in order to be saved. On the last day, Jesus will tell him, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
His spiritual father is God, the giver of life and the father of all truth. He has been adopted into the family of God and is a vital part of the body of Christ, the Church. He has received God by receiving Christ, Who is the perfect image of the Father (Col. 1:15a). He has been graciously transferred into and is now living is in the kingdom/domain of light & God. 

His name is written in the book of life, he will spend eternity united with God in heaven. Heaven is described by Jesus as a place of 

· Outer darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth

· Lake of Fire; Furnace of fire

· Eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil & his angels;

· Eternal punishment

· Unquenchable fire, where their worm does not die, & the fire is not quenched. (3xs)

He will experience the blessing of God and will never see hell.

He has received forgiveness and eternal life and is an heir of God and joint heir with Christ.

 As each person only lives and dies once, after which comes the judgment, 
once a saved person dies, there are no second chances. But that’s okay; he won’t want or need it!
Thus, the shepherds did exactly as we would expect:

·  When they had seen this, they (responded and) made known the statement which had been told them about this Child.” 

Let me share 2 stories, 
"Elam" was founded in 1988 by senior Iranian church leaders, and has continued in their vision to train and equip Iranian Christians to reach out to their countrymen.

On Tuesday September 15, an Iranian couple were walking the streets of a city in the Middle East where Elam graduates lead an Iranian church. The church is situated in a busy part of a tourist area and is easily visible to passersby. The couple saw the church and entered. Finding one of the church leaders, they said, "Can we say our (Islamic) prayers in your church?"
The church leaders were taken aback—they'd never been asked this before. What to do?
They decided to show hospitality and kindness and offered them lunch. The couple gladly accepted and sat down in the church to eat. One of the church leaders gave them a New Testament and began to explain the Gospel as they ate. Their conversation lasted two hours and the leader asked if they wanted to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ. The couple were ready and bowed their heads and said the sinner's prayer. They came wanting to say their Islamic prayers, and ended up praying to Jesus for salvation! 
That very evening the couple returned to join the church's weekly prayer meeting. What a beautiful sight it was to see them slowly hold out their hands in praise to the living God they had just met!
thru which God has taught me so much about love: 2 Cor. 9:6  “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, & he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
a. When I came to Christ, I was broken & ~ know it.
b. God's answer: Bomb me w/ Love through families in church.

c. Griffiths! M&M, & David, Cristina, Chad, & Jason. Close 1983.

d.  Then, no contact for 26 years until last Aug. > Reunion???

e.  Do I Go?   YES! Incredible

f.  2 months ago, “Bill has cancer… matter of months.”

g.  Visited (“Thank you”) on way to Kentucky (1/2 hr off 75)

h.  About 10 days ago, “Can you come and do Bill’s funeral?”

What keeps us from doing as shepherds did?

b.  Not Bible experts? Neither were the shepherds

c.  Think that just leading someone in a prayer ~ work?

Mark 4:3-8  3 "Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow;  4 as he was sowing, some seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up.  5 "Other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil.  6 "And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.  7 "Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.  8 "Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."  = Great Math! Only 1 in 4 will say a true yes, but that 1 will (as wheat will do) yield 30, 60, and 100th fold! Would a farmer stop sowing because 75% of his seed would fail and never bear fruit?  Remember the 90 & 9 sheep & the shepherd.

Romans 1:16  I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…
2 Cor. 9:6   6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
This giving of received-love is a natural Christmas response:

·  When they had seen this, they (responded and) made known the statement which had been told them about this Child.” 

Mark 4:3-8  3 "Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow;  4 as he was sowing, some seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up.  5 "Other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil.  6 "And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.  7 "Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.  8 "Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."  = Great Math! Only 1 in 4 will say a true yes, but that 1 will (as wheat will do) yield 30, 60, and 100th fold! Would a farmer stop sowing because 75% of his seed would fail and never bear fruit?  Remember the 90 & 9 sheep & the shepherd.
2 Cor. 9:6   6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.

Christmas began in the heart of God.  It is complete only when it reaches the heart of man.  –Anonymous

Dec 14—"Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born, If he's not born in thee thy soul is still forlorn."—Angelus Silesius

On his seventeenth birthday (1854), Dwight Moody went to Boston to seek employment. He became a clerk in Holton's Shoe Store, his uncle's enterprise. One of the work requirements was attendance at the Mount Vernon Congregational Church, pastored by Edward Kirk. Church seemed boring, but a faithful Sunday School teacher encouraged him along. One Saturday, April 21, 1855, the teacher, Edward Kimball, walked into the store and found Moody wrapping shoes. He said, "I want to tell you how much Christ loves you." Moody knelt down and was converted. Later he told how he felt, "I was in a new world. The birds sang sweeter, the sun shone brighter. I'd never known such peace." Not sure of his spiritual perception, it was a year before the church admitted him for membership!
Romans 1:16  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Matthew 1:21  21 "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."

Luke 2:10-17:  “10 The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;  11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord...  17 When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child.”   A Savior… Not a King, Lawgiver, leader, example, judge, teacher….
The very purpose of Christ's coming into the world was that He might offer up His life as a sacrifice for the sins of men.  He came to die.  This is the heart of Christmas. --Rev. Billy Graham
The means to gain happiness is to throw out from oneself, like a spider, in all directions an adhesive web of love, and to catch in it all that comes.    –Leo Tolstoy

Christmas began in the heart of God.  It is complete only when it reaches the heart of man.  –Anonymous

Dec 14—"Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born, If he's not born in thee thy soul is still forlorn."—Angelus Silesius

Love, to be real, must cost, it must hurt, it must empty us of self. Mother Teresa

"The spirit of Christmas needs to superseded by the Spirit of Christ. The spirit of Christmas is annual; the Spirit of Christ is eternal. The spirit of Christmas is sentimental; the Spirit of Christ is– supernatural. The spirit of Christmas is a human product; the Spirit of Christ is a divine person. That makes all the difference in the world." Stuart Briscoe

Friendship with the Son of God isn’t something to be taken lightly, like a fifteen-minute interlude over a cup of coffee at the neighborhood café. It’s a lifetime proposition, or it’s not friendship at all. Acquaintanceship, perhaps, like knowing someone’s address and telephone number, but nothing more.

Risky business, friendship. Makes us vulnerable, made Christ vulnerable. G. K. Chesterton once said, “Alone, of all the creeds, Christianity has added courage to the virtues of the Creator.”

Courage for the Father to send the Son into this world, whose people had the free will to accept or reject him, a gift not to be taken back, even to protect the Son from those who would do him harm.

Jesus said that the Father’s love for him (the Son) existed “before the foundation of the world”(John 17:24).  The trinitarian persons have always had intimate communion and  delightful fellowship with one another.  As Wolfart Pannenberg puts it, “…from all eternity the Father loves the Son, the Son loves the Father, and the Spirit loves the Father in the Son and the Son in the Father.  Each of the trinitarian persons loves the other, the Father the Son, the Son the Father, the Spirit both in fellowship.”12  Jurgen Moltmann calls it “an eternal love affair,”13 and Leanne Payne speaks of “the Great Dance”14 of love between the persons of the Trinity.   Jon Tal Murphree elaborates further:

Each person of the Trinity identifies with the others.  Each One transposes Himself into the others without confusing His own personality with the others.  Through love, diversity and unity are so inextricably interwoven that the Father, Son, and Spirit do not exist as persons alongside each other as much as they exist in and through each other.  Each One constantly has perfect access to the others’ complete thoughts and feelings.  Each is utterly transparent to the others, with no secretiveness…In the Trinity, intimacy is complete!15 


John, the beloved disciple, conveys this intimacy at both the beginning and end of the prologue to his gospel.  “In the beginning was the Word,” he says, “and the Word was with God”(John 1:1, italics mine).  The Greek preposition pros (translated “with”) suggests both nearness and movement toward God.16  “Face to face with God” is a literal translation.  From all eternity, says John, the Son (the Word) and the Father (God) have existed not merely side by side, but face to face, engaged in intimate communion and dialogue with each other.


The last verse of John’s prologue declares that “God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart…has made him [God] known” (John 1:18).  The Greek phrase translated “who is close to the Father’s heart” literally says, “who is in the bosom of the Father,” again suggesting nearness and intimacy.


And affection—the other aspect of the trinitarian love we want to underscore.  The persons of the trinity are both near and dear to each another.  They delight in each other.  Theirs is a joyful intimacy.  As Roderick Leupp expresses it, “Divine joy powers the divine dance.”16  


Later in his gospel, when Jesus says, “The Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing” (John 5:20),  John again emphasizes the affectionate dimension of trinitarian love.  In  describing the love of the Father for the Son, John generally uses the Greek verb agapeo, which accentuates the sacrificial nature of that love.  In this case, however,  he uses phileo, which, more than agapeo, connotes the brotherly love and tender affection of friends and family members.  By using phileo,  John underscores the joyful affection and delight of the Father for the Son.    


Jesus’ use of the Aramaic word Abba when he prayed to his heavenly Father in  Gethsemane (Matthew 26:39; Mark 14:36) combines both aspects of trinitarian love (nearness and dearness, intimacy and delight).  Although this is the only recorded instance where he used Abba, there is good reason to believe that he often addressed God this way.17
Tammy Hutchins came to a profound realization of this while she was on a  mission trip to India in June, 1997.  I was a part of that mission trip too.  It was the first time I had been back to India since leaving in 1962, so in addition to the ministry we were involved in, it was a wonderful time of reconnecting for me.  Tammy, on the other hand, had never been to India, but having just graduated from seminary, she was sensing a call to minister to orphaned and abandoned children there.  So this was an initial, exploratory trip for her.  She wanted to experience the sights and sounds of India, and  confirm the direction God was leading her.

However, after several days in India, Tammy was overwhelmed.  The grinding poverty, endless rows of squatter houses, street children & beggars, corruption, idolatry, hopelessness & spiritual darkness was beyond anything she had imagined.  “Lord,” she prayed, “I don’t really like this country. It’s too hard. Yet I believe I’ve felt your call here. I’m confused. What am I going to do?”           


Tammy realized that all the human love and compassion she could muster would soon be depleted in India.  If God wanted her to serve there she would need his love and compassion to sustain her.  In a home where she was staying, a large map of India hung on the wall.  Each time she would look at it,  Tammy prayed, “Lord, please give me your heart for India.”


One day as she was praying, the Lord spoke to her clearly.  “How can I give you my heart for India,” he asked, “When you don’t even know my heart for you?”  At first  Tammy was evasive:  “God, you don’t understand, I want your heart for India.  I didn’t come on this mission trip for myself.  I just want your heart for India so I can serve you here.”  But the Lord persisted, “Tammy, how can I give you my heart for India when you don’t even know my heart for you?”  

During the rest of her time in India, God gave Tammy a deeper revelation of his heart for her.  And in giving her what she hadn’t asked for--God’s heart for her, she also received what she had asked for—God’s heart for India.  As she described it,

 “He began to pour out His love for me in fresh ways!  Early on in my walk with Christ, I had known in my mind that Jesus loved me.  Over the past three years at seminary, He has revealed the depths of His love for me in my heart.  During my month in India, He poured out His love in a new measure.  I experienced His love for me in the innermost part of my being. . . I started out praying for God’s heart for India.  He revealed the realness of His heart for me, and because of this incredible truth, He is giving me the very thing I asked for, His heart for India.25 

Six months later, Tammy returned to India & has been ministering there ever since. God is using her in amazing ways to communicate his unfailing love to the despised and unwanted. But during that initial trip, the foundation of her ministry was properly established. As she explains when she tells her story:  “Before you can have God’s heart for others, you must know His heart for you.”

Ghassan Thomas 

· Ghassan Thomas leads public church emerged in Baghdad after Hussein toppled.

·  Congregation erected a sign: "Jesus Is the Light of the World." 

· Church raided by bandits > piece of cardboard. "Jesus is not the light of the world, Allah is, and you have been warned." Signed, "The Islamic Shiite Party."   RESPONSE????
· Pastor Ghassan > Van w/ children's gifts/ medical supplies—critically short supply > headquarters Islamic Shiite Party. 
· After presenting gifts/ supplies > sheikh: "Christians have love for you, because our God is a God of love." 
· He asked permission read Bible. > "I am the light of the world." >  showed cardboard note to sheik. Astounded by Pastor Thomas's actions, Muslim leaders apologized.
· "This will not happen again," the sheikh vowed. "You are my brother. If anyone comes to kill you, it will be my neck first." 
· The sheikh later attended Pastor Thomas's ordination service at the church.
Jn 17:25-26: "Righteous Father… I have made You known to them (followers), and will continue to make You known in order that the love You have for Me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." > “Self-giving love is the Trinity's signature.” 
·  This C.mas > Open UR Heart & Love Everybody
· The means to gain happiness is to throw out from oneself, like a spider, in all directions an adhesive web of love, and to catch in it all that comes. Leo Tolstoy

· Jn 15:10-12: If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands & remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you & that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
· Jesus forever ties joy to Christ-like love and obedience!

“God is Love…” so all real love begins in God.

d.  Understood best > God as Trinity… Steve Seamands:

· “Jesus said that the Father’s love for him (the Son) existed “before the foundation of the world” (Jn. 17:24).  The Trinitarian persons have always had intimate communion & delightful fellowship with one another.  Jurgen Moltmann calls it “an eternal love affair,”13 and Leanne Payne speaks of “the Great Dance”14 of love between the persons of the Trinity. 

Why then did God create humanity?

· Roderick Leupp “Self-giving love is the Trinity's signature.” 

“God was not obligated to create the world in any sense, nor did He do it to increase His glory or own inner happiness. Instead, He freely created the world out of love. Thomas Aquinas says, “Creatures came into existence when the key of love opened His hand.”  Fulton Sheen, when asked why God created the world, responds, “Love overflowed.” He is perfectly complete within Himself, for we remember that perfect Love exists amongst the Persons of the Trinity. Therefore, creating us does not add anything to His glory or happiness. Instead, He creates to show and manifest His glory, which is love. Like a married couple who love one other, they want to create offspring in order to share this love with others. Similarly, the Lord wants not to keep His love to Himself, but to share and give it away.”

The Essence of Being

By Makoto Fujimura
"How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv'n"  http://www.leaderu.com/humanities/fujimura-iamessay.html 

Christmas carols are filled with a contrasting range of emotions: from the silence of "O Little Town of Bethlehem" to the trumpet-blaring celebration of "Joy to the World". No wonder this season, for some, is depressing. How can we pretend to feel this joy if our lives tell us otherwise? How can we claim to know this silence in a world full of noise and distractions? If indeed all we can do is pretend that such ideals still exist, despite the materialism and hypocrisy that go along with Christmas, we are fooling ourselves.

Five years ago, I invited a collector to whom I had recently been introduced, to a Christmas Eve service at my church. It was the first Christmas service he had ever attended. The service was a simple one in which we sang Christmas carols and shared what Christmas means to those in the congregation. I did not know how this gentleman would respond. Walking home after the service, he relieved my fears by saying how positive his experience was. In fact he was glowing; "For over forty years," he said, "I have lived on this earth; and for sure I have heard these carols sung before many times. But tonight I truly heard them for the first time". He went home and purchased a great number of CDs of hymns and Christmas carols. He started to investigate the message behind these songs. And the following spring, he made a decision to make the verses in the hymns his prayer to invite Christ into his life. As he grew in his faith, understanding fully the significance of what happened in his heart, he started to experience the joy that is sung of at Christmas time even in the midst of darkness. He began to experience peace despite the turmoil of life, and began to see his life and his wealth from a completely different vantage point.

What did he hear? What was this life transforming message that he received and appropriated in his life? Was it simply an aesthetic experience? If it was, it would not have lasted and he would have had to search for more and more experiences. In fact, I know it was not just an aesthetic experience, because he also took to heart the reality behind the words that follow the line above, "...no ear may hear His coming, but, in this world of sin, Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in." He not only began to see the greatness of God but also made the realization that his heart is "this world of sin".The materialism and hypocrisy we see at Christmas time are, in fact, just the magnification of what is wrong within all of us. Our self-centered hearts so desperately try to find something to fill them, to own, to manipulate for our gain. Even our "good will" can be fleeting, ultimately glorifying not God, but ourselves. For Christians, it is a time of re-focusing on the priorities of life, as well as a time of celebration.

I was so moved by this collector's response to that Christmas Eve service, because four years prior, I had experienced something very similar in the same place. I saw the lives of people at this church to be genuine and authentic. I saw that there was an inexplicable reality there that I had to find to be true or not. As I did, I found a substance of reality that I had been looking for ever since I had become an artist and had become serious about my spiritual side. What my collector friend and I found, drawn by the songs of the angels, was not great ideals, or a beatific vision; but it was the person of Jesus Christ.

From South Street Seaport's wonderful singing chorus tree to "The Messiah" at Lincoln Center, New York City is filled with music about the birth of Christ. But not only that, from the vibrant colors of Ellsworth Kelly at the Guggenheim, to the profundity of Jasper Johns' works at the MOMA, art will demand that we listen to the mystery of which the writer of "O Little Town of Bethlehem" wrote. Art speaks silently, and mysteriously and we need to listen to the voice by quieting our hearts. Art has in common with many of the world religions the way in which it extols silence. Ivan Karp, the ebullient owner of O.K.Harris Gallery, said in a recent television interview that "people are now going to galleries and museums instead of synagogues and churches." Do we not go to cultural events to seek silence and peace? Do we not go to seek a moment of time where timelessness is captured and lived out?

And yet, silence and peace, however they are sought, are elusive. If peace is a matter of escaping from the world, rather than embracing the world and human experiences, then it is not the Peace that these carols sing about. The world's suffering, and our heart-aches, will not go away by avoiding them. The "silence" that the hymn speaks of comes not from escaping, but from embracing the "wondrous gift." Christianity is unique because it claims both the silence and the joy, both the secret quietude and the stillness; the loud proclamation and the angelic shout at the same time. No other religion claims this paradox. And yet, this Christmas, this paradox of joy and peace must fill our hearts in order for us to experience the reality and peace of God in our lives.

Recently, an artist friend of mine, who turned to Christ after many years of struggle said, "Before I became a Christian, I was afraid to feel...I didn't want to make myself so vulnerable to the world, and consequently, my heart became harder and harder and my art started to die." Now, he said, he sheds tears every day. Why? "I am alive..." he said, "I am alive in Christ." You see, he is experiencing both the silence of peace and the proclamation of joy at the same time. He has come to embrace, and be embraced by, the living gift.

Are we not afraid to feel fully, to truly take in the reality of the world? How many of us shy away from being vulnerable? For the artist in you, this fear will lead to the death of your art and ultimately, the death of your true being. Art, by definition, must confront and embrace experience. Even supposing we succeed in our craft to experience life, we still struggle even more to find that completeness of experience in our personal lives. The world deceives us; we deceive ourselves. We are afraid to be vulnerable, because in our hearts lies the "world of sin" that we care not to admit is there.

The Bible tells us that Christ was not only truly God, but he was truly human as well. In fact he is the only true human being who has ever walked on this earth. He was the essence of being. Christ's life was a life of vulnerability. He lay in the manger, naked and vulnerable. Later, he would amaze the religious priests by actually touching the sick, living the life of a homeless person and spending time with the "sinners" and outcasts of society. He shed tears of anger when his friend Lazarus died, revealing how much the fallenness of the world grieved him. And he was truly naked and vulnerable at the cross, taking on the shame that you and I are so afraid of. He was not afraid to show love when he fully knew that this love would cost him his life; instead of us embracing his love, we would reject it, and ultimately betray him (Peter betrayed him three times...how many more times have we betrayed him?). In our darkness, we desire silence from God rather than the silence in God that allows us to hear his voice, the voice of joy and peace. We would rather kill the joy than pay the cost of peace that comes from the cross, and our betrayal hurt him because Christ felt more deeply than any of us.You see, he was sinless and therefore fully, and truly, alive. He was crushed, as the prophet Isaiah foretold some 500 years prior to Christ's birth, for our iniquities.

Art cannot be truth itself, nor can art replace this essence of being. Art can only point to Christ who claimed "I am the way, the truth and the life"(John 14:6). Christmas carols are not just songs. They are more than "art". They are too audacious to be merely aesthetic. They are invitations to invite the Creator God to dwell in our hearts. God has promised to transform you and me, if we give our lives to him. Fullness of experience comes by making our lives vulnerable to Christ. But paradoxically, God's peace propels us into the world, rather than causing us to escape from the world. As we quiet our hearts before God, we hear, by faith, the voices of angels shouting for joy through the silence. And those trumpet sounds penetrate all the earth, transforming our vision. Christmas is historic evidence of heaven touching the earth when Christ, by being vulnerable to the world, transformed our essence of being.

If you visit the churches listed below this season, you will see and talk with people who are experiencing the true reality of Christmas. I assure you, they will be the first to admit that they are not "there" yet. But they would tell you that it is not perfection that counts with God, but the direction of where your heart and life are pointing.

Are you "alive" this Christmas? You can be. Remember that, "where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in." This "living gift" is yours to receive and open. That is the good news brought to us by the babe in the manger, the epitome of joy and peace, the essence of being. 

Living for Approval

When our identity is hung up on what people think of us, it becomes difficult to be honest with them. Some of us approach others from below, fearing their rejection or disapproval. In order to keep their approval intact, we refrain from allowing them to see the real, broken us. We may not lie to them (though we probably do), but we certainly don't confess our sin to them. Why? Because we treasure their approval more than we treasure Christ. We are afraid that, if they know the real us, then they will disapprove. We lose face and friendship when we confess our sin.

Living for Applause

Others of us approach others from above, not fearing their rejection but expecting their applause. In order to keep their applause, we refrain from showing any weakness or sin. We want to be perceived as a mature Christian, a strong leader. Therefore, we do not share our sin and brokenness with others. Our identity is bound up with the applause and opinions of others. We tell white lies to keep them thinking we are mature, intelligent, etc. We say we have read a book, seen a movie, or know a person that we have not read, seen or known. We continue to build our identity, not only on the applause of others, but on what we "think" they will clap for. We get further and further from our true identity in Jesus.

Living in Christ

However, if we stake our identity in the acceptance of Jesus, this frees us to be honest about who we are, about our sin and failure. The more I rest in Jesus perfect death and resurrection for me, to make me right, loved, and accepted by the perfect Father, the less I need to appease or impress others. Chasing the approval and applause of others takes a backseat to the vastly superior love and acceptance of God in Christ. As a result, we share our real selves more. We confess sin more. Not haphazardly but earnestly. We call others to fight sin and treasure Christ. Our identity goes deeper into Christ and further away from what others think of us. this is freeing. This is the gospel.

When I'm not living for approval or living for applause, what people think of my sins shouldn't affect my identity. Their opinions ultimately don't change the fact that I'm dearly loved by my Creator, and that He's completed all that's necessary for me to become a child of His.

Should not religious faith protect us from suffering, bring security, give us victory? This is no way to gain followers. Promised suffering, bearing crosses, losing one’s life -- that will not sell. That will not bring church growth! Protection from suffering, avoiding the cross, that is what we want and expect from God, is it not? Why follow a wounded, scarred, crucified Christ? We have enough suffering and rejection without this. Peter’s objection is as contemporary and personal as our own instinct for self-preservation, our own longing for security and prominence and health and life.

Mark knows that only those who follow Jesus to the cross will recognize who he is. If we stop before Calvary, we misunderstand Jesus. We will mistake him for just another miracle worker, or another exorcist, or a wise and compelling teacher. If the disciples proclaim Jesus the Messiah without the cross, they will proclaim a false messiah, for Jesus’ true identity can be known only at the cross. There, even an unenlightened Roman soldier will recognize him: "Truly this was the Son of God."

Why follow a crucified Christ? Because only a crucified messiah reveals God as a suffering, vulnerable God. Only those who stand beneath the cross and watch him suffer and die will be convinced that at the heart of reality is One who enters into suffering. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminds us, "Only the suffering God can help." And Alfred North Whitehead calls God the "fellow sufferer who understands."

This image of God is as objectionable to us as it was to Peter. We want an invincible God who shields us from our own vulnerability. That is the God we imitate and worship -- invincible, self-sufficient, controlling, an all-powerful God who shares divine power with us. "Immortal, invincible, God only wise" is the God we consider worthy of worship and emulation. Strength in weakness, gaining by losing, the power of the cross -- that still seems foolish to those who measure strength by gross national product and megaton bombs, those devoted to finishing first, those who thrive on power as prominence.

But the Bible bears witness to another God, a God who hears the cries of the poor and defends the orphans, widows and immigrants. The God of the Bible suffers with the people. God comes among us as a vulnerable baby born among the homeless, lives as an immigrant, associates with the outcasts and compares the kingdom to receiving a little child. God is then executed as a criminal and buried in a borrowed tomb.

The message is profound: The Transcendent One has moved into our vulnerability, our guilt, our alienation, our suffering, our death. God has claimed our weakness as a resource for divine power. God has claimed our wounds as potential means of healing.

By following a crucified Christ, we can face our own vulnerability. We no longer have to hide behind a mask of stoic control nor wear the protective armor of invulnerability. We can confront our weaknesses, and even affirm with Paul that "when I am weak then I am strong" (2 Cor. 12:10). We can take up a cross with the full assurance that Christ has gone before us and now shares its weight and pain.

Because we follow a crucified Christ, we enter into solidarity with the world’s suffering masses. We experience the power and love of God through the vulnerable and suffering. Friendship with those who suffer brings power. Nothing so snaps us to attention and moves us into the depth of life’s meaning as an anguished cry from one we love. Peripheral concerns are stripped away and we enter the sacred world of shared suffering. We enter into the presence of the crucified God.

We follow the crucified Christ as people of hope. We live on the other side of the cross from Peter. What Jesus hinted to Peter at Caesarea Philippi happened. The Crucified One became the Risen One. Those who follow him know the future does not belong to the triumph of suffering, sin and death. It belongs to the reign of Christ all over creation. We have no reason, therefore, to be ashamed of him or hesitant to follow him. The One who calls us to take up our cross goes with us to the cross. . . and beyond. http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=655 

Love Is Vulnerable (Isa. 63:7-9; Mat. 2:13-23)


In every age, the mystery of God’s coming to us and being involved with us has captivated the hearts of people who want to know a God who is not far off – a God who is not so much high and lofty as a God who is at hand, waiting in the wings of our imaginations to be discovered.  In the Exodus of Moses, as well as the in the “New Exodus” proclaimed by Isaiah, our homecoming as the people of God is made possible “not by messenger or angel, but with God’s very presence…” (Isa. 62:9).


It’s no accident that the way of God that Jesus exemplified was the way of a servant.  In all of life, the most vulnerable persons are servants.  They may be kept or dismissed at the whim of their masters and mistresses.  They are generally seen only when they violate the rules – after all, their service is not a reason to offer thanksgiving – it’s expected.  Yet, let them slip, let them vary, let them depart from the routines expected of them, and they receive swift judgment and condemnation.  This is the life Jesus elected to undertake – the place of a servant, the life of a slave.  


How often do we put off our rights and privileges as human beings to adopt the nakedness and vulnerability of Christ as lowly servant?  We neither bend nor stoop to wash the feet of even those we call our friends.  We are afraid to be vulnerable.  We are afraid to risk.  We are afraid to love.


We devote most of the energy in our lives to maintain our lives; to protect the routines to which we’ve become accustomed; to find safer ways of committing ourselves to the world and to service than the foolish method exemplified in Christ, who gave up all things in order to become one thing – a servant to all; a servant to friend and enemy alike; arriving naked as a child to serve naked as an adult – exemplifying the presence of a vulnerable God.


I wonder how our lives would change if we were willing to accept the risk of being vulnerable, to accept the task of stooping in order to love, in a world that would just as soon take all you have to offer without a backward glance, given the chance.  Yet, isn’t that the very world into which Christ came and for which Christ became vulnerable; isn’t that the world into which Christ calls us to sojourn now in his name, as his body?


Perhaps we’ve forgotten that love is vulnerable.  Love opens its arms wide to hold the leper; eyes wide to see the pain of others, and ears wide to hear the cry of the hungry.  Love doesn’t send bread, medicine, or healing.  Love becomes bread, medicine, and healing.  Love is broken and poured out, risks being judged and condemned as out of place, as breaking the expected routines, and even as being foolish.  Love does not merely see suffering; love suffers, love stoops, love surrenders its life for the sake of the stranger.  Love sends no messengers or angels; love is present; love is vulnerable?


Our best efforts at loving fall short precisely because we don’t have the kind of love that embraces the cross in our loving – we are unable in our love to die to self in order to love another who shows no appreciation.  We can’t even imagine the kind of love that Christ displayed in his living and dying –  It’s not only beyond our ability to practice in our own power – it’s beyond our capacity to comprehend with all our powers.  It’s simply beyond each and every one of us!  Yet, in that very confession we are confronted with the amazing truth of Christianity – Christ’s selfless love being poured out for the undeserving without reservation.  What manner of love is this that makes itself vulnerable for the likes of us – that even dies for all of us?


Our calling as the church, Christ’s body, is to act out the vulnerable hospitality of God to our neighbors in the way of Christ – not by sending messengers or angels, but by our very presence; not with charitable gifts, but with the charity of Christian love that stoops to serve by making itself vulnerable.  How is the world to see the body of Christ in us if we’re not acting out the role of Christ as a body?  Our mission is the same as Christ’s – to go into the world and make disciples.  Our methods need to be the same – to stoop, to bend, to serve – to love with a vulnerable love – face to face.


Consider this Ancient Celtic verse:

I saw a stranger yesterday evening.

I put food in the eating-place,

Drink in the drinking place,

Music in the listening place,

And in the sacred name of the Triune,

He blessed my house, and myself,

My cattle and my dear ones,

And the lark said in her song

Often, often, often,

Goes the Christ in the stranger’s guise.


Here is another:

I sought my God

My God I could not see.

I sought my soul

My soul eluded me.

I sought my brother, and my sister, 

And found all three.


I don’t believe it’s charity the world craves, but hospitality.  It’s not a blanket, some food, or a resting place the world hungers for, but something more – something that requires a vulnerable human touch upon their lives.


Martin of Tours was still in the Roman Army, stationed near Amiens, but preparing to become a Christian.  One cold day, he went out with his soldier companions.  They wore heavy cloaks to protect them from the weather. ather.  Their cloaks were among their prized possessions.  As they approached the city gates, they met a beggar, nearly naked and about to perish with the cold.  As soon as he saw him, Martin was moved with compassion.  He drew his sword and cut his cloak in two, giving one part to the beggar.  His companions jeered and mocked him for his foolishness.  


That night Martin had a vision.  He saw into the kingdom of heaven, and there was Christ surrounded by angels.  Christ was wearing the cloak that Martin had given to the beggar.  Martin heard Christ say, “Look, this is the cloak which Martin has given to me this day.”  Martin had discovered the great secret of God’s incarnation, not as a past event, but as an eternal event.  The incarnation is continuous and there for us to experience daily.  


Yet, in order for us to experience the incarnation, we must first take the risk of making ourselves vulnerable.  We must be foolish enough to go into the world searching for the face of Christ in the stranger.  We must be mad enough to love with the kind of love that only Christ has to offer.


Today is the first Sunday of Christmas.  It’s also the last Sunday of the past year.  Perhaps that’s no accident.  Perhaps we enter the New Year bathed in the light of Christmas for a reason.  Perhaps it’s an invitation to remember throughout the coming year that love is vulnerable, that Christ is love, and that we are Christ’s body.  Yet even this won’t be sufficient if we’re not willing to take the risk of being vulnerable in the way of Christ – looking the pain of the world full in the face and embracing the world and all its pain and all its sin with our lives – with arms opened wide in hospitality.  

Vulnerable Mission   Dr. M J Melanchthon
Nirma Rani, a Dalit girl student was slapped for saying Namaste to a Brahmin teacher and her father was beaten up later for questioning such an act. Caste is practiced in schools where Dalit children occupy separate seats given to them. Dhanam lost her eye when she was beaten up by her teacher for helping herself to drinking water from a pot without waiting to be served by a caste person. She had polluted the water by her touch.
Most countries list “vulnerable peoples” and then proceed to identify them as the homeless, those that are alcohol and drug addicted, victims of domestic and other forms of violence, victims of mental and intellectual disability, and to these, one adds the young, the children, women, those in minority situations, culturally and lingually at an disadvantage and the like. Their vulnerability is raised or lowered according to their practices, beliefs and economic status. The recognition and identification of locationally or socially vulnerable sectors of populations is itself only an indicator of the processes that have brought about those conditions. Vulnerable peoples are the visible and tangible manifestations on the surface, so to speak, of invisible and intangible social, economic, and political undercurrents which are active, remotely and indigenously, contemporarily and historically. Policies, systems and activities imposed to control others, to deprive them of options, quality of life, all of which contribute to the overall vulnerability of an individual or community.

For about two thirds of the human family, vulnerability is a fact of life. For them there is no “life in its fullness”, because they live in poverty, in naked, economically, politically, religiously and socially caused impoverishment and on the brink of death. In India, the poor who are mostly women (but more particularly dalit women), the adivasis (the indigenous) and the dalits (rendered untouchable by the caste system) are the case in point, the most vulnerable communities. The roots of their condition across south Asia is their subordinate place in a Hindu religious and social hierarchy that ranks social groupings according to their relative degree of purity and pollution. ‘Dalits’, or ‘untouchables,’ are identified as “outcaste,” and yet they are crucial to the maintenance of the caste structure, defined and placed at the bottom by the structure of untouchability. 

“Dalits are not allowed to drink from the common wells meant for all the people, attend the same temples, wear shoes in the presence of an upper caste, or drink from the same cup in tea stalls," said Smita Narula, a senior researcher with Human Rights Watch, and author of Broken People: Caste Violence Against India's "Untouchables." 

Their “impurity” has historically relegated Dalits to demeaning occupations such as collection and scavenging of raw sewage. Denied access to temples, village water resources, land, and all sources of social advancement such as education, employment, health care, and a dignified life, they exhibit a condition of powerlessness in all its many facets making them vulnerable to extreme forms of violence, degradation and oppression. Daily life for rural untouchables is one of dire poverty, humiliation, violence and a series of restrictions – on their movements, their life styles and culture. Frequent doses of violent humiliation and subjugation are constant reminders of their subordinate position in the social order. Their life of endless poverty, stigmatized identity and denial of rights,  destroys wholistic life, God’s shalom,  in which people need not worry about daily nourishment, where they are healthy, are not menaced by enemies, and enjoy a long life of dignity in family and community (Prov 3:16). 

Activists speak of this dalit reality as a form of “hidden apartheid” that is crying out for justice, freedom, and respect for their basic human rights. The cry is loud and clear for the world to take notice; for a response from the international community and the church. These communities and the many other such vulnerable communities, crucified on crosses of discrimination are resisting the unjust and oppressive systems such as caste and struggling for the reclamation of their humanity, dignity, and their identity as children created in the image of God and their right to live a life of shalom. 

A characteristic feature of all oppressed communities is their sense of ‘vulnerability’ – vulnerability to be exploited, broken, demoralized, dehumanized and subjugated.  Mission in simple terms is about communicating the faith in order that the reign of God may become a reality. In other words we are called to make possible liberation and life in all its fullness for all vulnerable peoples, for all children of God irrespective of caste, race, religion or gender. The Church needs to awaken to the reality of this oppressed and subjugated world, and respond to this imperative need—that vulnerable people be liberated from enslaving systems of caste, race, gender and class. Solidarity with the vulnerable and their liberation is the basic task of every human being, so that all may come to be human.    

Does vulnerability contain the potential, the capacity and power that can be employed for the purposes for mission? How might a posture or position of vulnerability on the part of the church equip it for effective mission? Should vulnerability be recognized as enabling condition for mission? If so, what is vulnerability? These and related questions need to be reflected upon in our discussions on mission. 

What is Vulnerability? 

The term ‘vulnerable’ is word that crops up in various areas of study, such as disaster management that seeks to weigh the risk and susceptibility of communities, and areas to natural disasters. The potential impacts of climate change on the environment and socio-economic systems can be understood in terms of sensitivity, adaptability and vulnerability of the system. Similarly, in computer security, the term is used to refer to a weakness in a system which allows an attacker (namely a virus or bad software) to violate the integrity of that system and hence a security risk is classified as a ‘vulnerability’. Security firms maintain databases of vulnerabilities based on version number of the software. If exploited, each ‘vulnerability’ , can potentially compromise the system or network. A gap in the defense system, a possible spot where an enemy could break through, is referred to as a “window of vulnerability” (Soelle: 1990: ix). Medical parlance uses the term while assessing an individual’s predilection to be infected by a bug or virus hereby rendering him/her sick or dysfunctional. 

Variations on the definition of vulnerability exist. Derived from the Latin term, vulnerabilis , which means “to wound”, vulnerability is a measure of the extent to which an individual, a community, structure, service or geographical area is likely to be damaged or disrupted, on account of its nature or location, by the impact of a particular disaster hazard/oppressive system (political, social, religious or economic). This measurement results from a combination of physical, social, economic, political, psychological and environmental factors or processes. Vulnerability is susceptibility to disaster, pain suffering, as degree of loss, or the tendency to be damaged. It is the human “capacity to be wounded” (Davis:  2003: 278).

Vulnerability



That quality in a man [sic] that enables him [sic] to be defenceless



Unfettered by ties of fear

Unchained by ideologies

Lacking the will to impose or manipulate

Gate-less, wall-less, reachable,

Unlocked, unblocked,

Open armed, growing,

In constant process of definition.

Wanton

Foolishly exposed to life

And its crashing impact,



Free. 

(Riem 1994: 21)

Vulnerability can be decreased through actions that lower the propensity to incur harm, or it can be increased through actions that increase that propensity. Resilience is therefore the opposite of vulnerability and refers to the ability of an entity to resist or overcome damage. Resilience and vulnerability are therefore considered to be the two sides of the same coin. 

‘Vulnerability’: a Divine Condition

Whatever we might read or think about vulnerability, and no matter how much we might admire others who work in vulnerable situations, few of us find it easy or want to be vulnerable. It is not easy to be open to hurt, disappointment, rejection, violence or abuse—and this is the danger of vulnerability (Riem: 1994: 3). Admitting vulnerability and powerlessness is a scary business, especially since we want to be in control over everything that affects our lives. It is definitely a condition most of us would rather avoid. The temptation is always to avoid the pain, to protect ourselves from others who might cause us pain. Many of us prefer not to take risks and ensure that our defenses are up most of the time in our dealings with others and the world and as Riem points out, with God as well (1994:3). We call it survival. Yet, as human being s we are vulnerable and vulnerability is a human condition. 

Shutting ourselves off and shutting others out is a long term recipe for despair and isolation. It is impossible to truly love anything without running the risk of being hurt. So, in life we are   often caught between our instincts to play safe and our desire for a greater wholeness for all that we love (Riem 1994: 3). 

But vulnerability is also a divine condition.  In her treatment and interpretation of Genesis 22, Davis speaks of the total vulnerability of everyone involved—Abraham, God and the child Isaac (Davis: 2003: 277-293). God who has been hurt by human disobedience calls Abraham so not to be alone in the world (Gen 17:1). God requires and depends on human cooperation and help to address the ills of the world.  But God needed to be sure that Abraham trusted God and vice versa and hence as a God in pain, asks Abraham to sacrifice his son (Gen 22: 2).  

Far from demonstrating God’s tyranny, Gen 22 shows us a divine vulnerability so profound it staggers the religious imagination… God is powerful yet also sick at heart (6:6)—wounded, over and over again, by acts of unfaithfulness, from… disobedience… The world is a cruel …lonely place for God (Davis: 2003: 282).

By agreeing to do God’s bidding, Abraham declares his total, excruciating vulnerability to God and by requesting Abraham to offer his son as burnt offering God exhibits vulnerability and risk. Abraham could have said no and by so doing expose the ineffectiveness of God.  By being vulnerable to each other Abraham and God become intimates, grow into knowledge of each other. They have chosen to live life together, for better, or worse (Davis: 2003: 280).  The Christian Scriptures are replete with images of the vulnerable God (Isa 53: 4-5, 12); of the God who identifies with the most vulnerable in society, thereby setting this God apart from all other Gods. Hence Israel asks, “Who is like you among the gods?” (Exod 15: 11).  This God is both transcendent and immanent, enmeshed in God’s creation, open to being hurt and bruised by God’s own creation, who suffers insults and humiliation, rejection and derision and enduring in suffering love.  In Christianity, this vulnerability of God is driven to the limit:  in Christ God makes Godself vulnerable. The patriarchal ideal of invulnerability is opposed, in fact distorted by the crucified, who was and is experienced by his friends as the son of God, Jesus.  

Jesus is a sense is both of them, Abraham and God—those two old-covenant partners   now mystically one, wholly indistinguishable in the God-man who dies on the cross. Here is Jesus: a vulnerable human being, trusting wholly in God against all the evidence, even against his own will; and at the very same time, here, in Jesus, is our vulnerable God, terribly insulted in the midst of the world (Davis: 2003: 285).

Jesus Christ is God’s wound in the world (Soelle: 1990:  xi).  In the suffering Jesus, God embraces the suffering of the world for the sake of humanity. Christ suffers when we suffer. The pain people suffer is the pain of Christ himself (Bosch:  1994: 79). We need to be vulnerable if we want to live in an intimate relationship with one another, with God and Jesus Christ.  

‘Vulnerability’ as the enabling Condition for Mission

The language of divine vulnerability is important in giving substance to Christian mission.  If vulnerability is the capacity to be wounded, then what does this mean for us who claim to be the body of Christ in the world?  We have been called to be wounded for the sake of the world.  We are marked with the sign of the Cross which identifies  us as having been placed in the world to be wounded. Where are the wounds of the church?  What type or kinds of wounds are we willing to bear and endure in and through our participation in God’s mission of liberation? 

There are agencies that admit to being engaged in ‘vulnerable mission.’ The Alliance for Vulnerable Mission , for example, understands vulnerable mission as “the use of local languages in ministry combined with ‘missionary poverty’”  as the tools required for vulnerable mission since they enforce “humility and operation on a ‘level playing field’ with local people” (http://www.vulnerablemission.com:80/).  Yet, one needs to be cognizant of the difference between choosing to be vulnerable which allows you to find ways to exploit your vulnerability and the vulnerability of those without the choice to exploit it (Riem: 1994:  8).  We have the choice to choose vulnerability out of love and solidarity with those who are vulnerable without the choice to exploit it 

We are called into a covenant relationship with God and vulnerability is paradoxically the strength of this covenant relationship (Davis: 2003: 278).  The same condition of vulnerability needs to also be at the basis of relationships between human beings.  This vulnerable God also calls us—the church into mission—to liberate the vulnerable ones and heal the pain in/of the world.  Our identity as Church and our existence as Church, finds meaning in the prolongation of God’s vulnerability in service to all women and men, particularly to the despised, the humiliated, the discriminated and the rejected of our history.  If we hold back anything at all in our mission, if we do keep that window of vulnerability open, then the light of our liberating mission cannot pass through to heal and reconcile the world. Our half hearted participation in the mission of God will not engender wholistic life for those we seek to serve. The vulnerability of the church that is engaged in mission is a sign of relationship, receptivity, and communication. 

In a 1994 article, David Bosch discusses this vulnerable nature of mission by recalling the history of the many missionaries who became martyrs for the sake of their faith in mission fields far from home. With their deaths these missionaries entered the process of a communication process not as ‘models’ but as ‘victims’ says Bosch.  Their total identification with their mission resulted in martyrdom, which became “the seed of the church” (Bosch: 1994: 75).  This is vulnerable mission, mission that involves being victimized, the laying down of life for the sake of the Gospel.  Such a missionary model that embraces sacrifice for the sake of others leads people to freedom and community and  is sustained by the belief that God suffers along with the suffering peoples of this world. “It is this dimension, more than any other that distinguishes the Christian faith from other faiths. The distinctiveness of Christianity is to “be looked for in its weakness, in its ability to prove itself or to force its way” (Bosch: 1994:  77).  

Vulnerability can be painful – but there is rescue in God as was evident in Abraham’s experience (Gen 22).  Vulnerability as a capacity is a positive thing, a strength that enables one to take risks. Those who are vulnerable have little to lose and are therefore prone to take more risks and be more open to others and other conditions.  There is therefore a certain power in vulnerability. By keeping windows of vulnerability we might experience new things, gain new insights for our lives and our understanding of God, the world and humanity. Our vulnerability is also particularly powerful when we allow God to take hold of it. As disciples of Jesus we have the power to enter into hopeless situations and so transform them. We have the power to confer dignity, worth and personhood on those whom society rejects and calls victim.  It is an extraordinary power for good, for life, that stands against all that is evil, life-denigrating and dehumanizing.  “We experience it as the courage to step out from behind our defenses, to give ourselves in vulnerability to the corpses, even if we are wounded by our own or others’ human frailty in the process” (Riem: 1994:20).  

When someone who has no need to be vulnerable becomes vulnerable in order to identify with those that are and together with them struggles to be resilient against all  death dealing forces, structures and systems, and thus together with them moves towards a society transformed—of justice, and communion , then he or she participates in the vulnerable mission of God. The kind of mission that is required here is not of contemplative theologizing but liberative action in solidarity with the oppressed.  It is a solidarity that is built on a relationship of complete vulnerability and identification with the oppressed community; sustained by a process of mutual giving and receiving, and nurtured by seeing in the other the ethical demand of responsibility.  

6 …to loose the bonds of injustice, 

to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

… to break every yoke?

 7 …to share your bread with the hungry, 

…bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 

… not to hide yourself from your own kin?

 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard…

… 12 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in 









(Isaiah 58: 6-8, 12).

Joy… what the world, and sometimes even Christians,        are looking for, in all the wrong places.

1. Commands to rejoice / Our Responsibility to Act

2. Joy is experienced as I respond in faith to God's mighty acts.

3. Joy is a result of investing my life in the discipleship of others.

4. Joy is experienced as I look forward to those, in whom I have invested my life standing well before God on that Day.

5. Joy will be mine when, by grace, I stand blameless before God on that day.

6.  Joy is experienced in heaven (angels) and on earth as the result of one being found/saved.

7. Joy is experienced as a result of abiding in Christ’s love, loving one another.

8. Joy is experienced as a result of “koinonia.”

9. Joy is the fruit of my denying my flesh and yielding to and being filled with the Holy Spirit.

10. Joy is experienced as a result of discovering and eating the Word of God.

11. Joy is not dependent or based upon my circumstances.

12. Joy is experienced as it is shared with other believers.

13. Joy is experienced as my life is aligned with truth.

14. Joy is experienced, as I know God is using all the surrendered parts of my life to make me more Christ-like.

15. Joy is experienced as a result of radical giving.

16. Joy is experienced as a result of whole-hearted obedience and seeking.

17. Joy will be experienced when God destroys all evil.

18. Joy will be experienced at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb

1 Chronicles 29:9  Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the LORD with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly.

2 Chronicles 15:15  15 All Judah rejoiced concerning the oath, for they had sworn with their whole heart and had sought Him earnestly, and He let them find Him.

Jeremiah 15:16  Your words were found and I ate them, And Your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart;

Matthew 2:10  10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.

Matthew 13:44  44 "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

Matthew 25:23   23 "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'

Luke 1:13-14  13 But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John.  14 "You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.

Luke 1:43-44  43 "And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me?  44 "For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy.

Luke 2:10-11   10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;  11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Luke 10:20  "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."

Luke 6:22-23  22 "Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.  23 "Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven. For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.

Luke 8:13  13 "Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.

Luke 10:17-20  17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name."  18 And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  19 "Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you.  20 "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."

Luke 15:6-9   6 "And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'  7 "I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  8 "Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  9 "When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost!' 10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 

Luke 24:40-41  40 And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.  41 While they still could not believe it because of their joy and amazement, He said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?"

Luke 24:52   52 And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy,

John 3:29   29 "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. So this joy of mine has been made full.

Psalm 16:11 In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.

John 4:35-36   35 "Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest '? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest.  36 "Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.

John 15:10-12  10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.  11 "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.  12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.

John 16:20-22  20 "Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will be turned into joy.  21 "Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy that a child has been born into the world.  22 "Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.

John 17:13  13 "But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves.

Acts 12:14  14 When she recognized Peter's voice, because of her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate.

Acts 13:52 - 14:1   52 And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  

Acts 15:3   3 Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.

Romans 14:17  the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13  13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 2:3  3 This is the very thing I wrote you, so that when I came, I would not have sorrow from those who ought to make me rejoice; having confidence in you all that my joy would be the joy of you all.

2 Corinthians 7:4  I am filled with comfort; I am overflowing with joy in all our affliction.

2 Corinthians 8:1-2  Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia,  2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.

1 Chronicles 29:9  Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the LORD with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly.

Galatians 5:22  the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

Romans 12:15   15 Rejoice with those who rejoice,

1 Corinthians 12:26  if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

1 Corinthians 13:6   6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

2 Corinthians 7:9   9 I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance;

2 Corinthians 7:16   16 I rejoice that in everything I have confidence in you.

2 Corinthians 13:9-11   9 For we rejoice when we ourselves are weak but you are strong; this we also pray for, that you be made complete.  10 For this reason I am writing these things while absent, so that when present I need not use severity, in accordance with the authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for tearing down.  11 Finally, brethren, rejoice,

Philippians 1:4-5  4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,  5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.

Philippians 1:18  18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,

Philippians 2:17-18  But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all.  18 You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me.

Philippians 3:1  Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.

Philippians 4:1  Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.   Philippians 4:4   4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!

Colossians 1:24  24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions.

1 Thessalonians 1:6   6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20  19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  20 For you are our glory and joy.

1 Thessalonians 3:9   9 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account,

1 Thessalonians 5:16  16 Rejoice always;

2 Timothy 1:3-4   I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day,  4 longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy.

Philemon 1:7   7 For I have come to have much joy and comfort in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.

Hebrews 12:2  2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

James 1:2-4   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

James 4:8-9   8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.

1 Peter 1:6-9   In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter 4:13   13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.

1 John 1:4   4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.

2 John 1:12  12 Though I have many things to write to you, I do not want to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, so that your joy may be made full

3 John 1:4  4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.

Jude 1:24   24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,

Revelation 18:20  20 "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you against her."

Revelation 19:6-7   6 Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."
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