TRINITY  TIDINGS
February 2010

From the Pastor

Greetings Family,


As I write, I am sitting in the lobby in a hotel near Washington D.C. Tomorrow (January 22, 2010) is the  37th anniversary of the landmark Roe vs. Wade decision. An estimated 100, 000 to 300,000 people will gather in Washington D.C. to attend what is considered the most attended annual march in our nations’ capitol.  Please know that I am not one who readily attends marches! But I am here because I believe God's heart is here. This year in our nation, over 1.2 million unborn children will be aborted. That is, according to current counts, more than five times the number who have tragically lost their lives in the Haitian earthquakes. 

The unborn get little or no press, their screams are not recorded, and (understandably) no one wants to view their pictures. This is why I so strongly believe that God's heart is here at this March. While here I will also be attending the annual Lifewatch worship service in the Methodist Building (next to the Supreme Court Building,) as well as Lifewatch’s annual board meeting. 

My great burden – and I believe it is God's, is that we are able to have a Lifewatch chapter in our United Methodist Florida Annual Conference. If you also believe that God's heart is in this cause, I invite you to join your heart with mine here. I am enclosing part of a recent article from the Life Training Institute Blog. I found it to be most helpful; I think you will too! God bless you all, Pastor Gene
“…To be human is so much more than the best human beings can ‘do.’ It is more than easy smiles that lift spirits, the sparkle in the eyes of a laughing child. It is more than a face wet with tears dried by a warm, gentile breeze. It is more than a compassionate touch that soothes, or a lover’s embrace that shimmers and sizzles. It is more than the best moments shared between friends. 

To be human surpasses mere physicality.

To be human is to bear the mark of your maker. In this case, every single human being who has ever come into existence has been branded — the seal of God placed upon their immaterial selves, irremovable, irreplaceable, impossibly awesome. Whether we human beings are aware of it or not, we have in our very making — the unfathomable depths of the ‘us’ that we can’t see, and can only ‘know’ — essences, reflections of who God is. We were created as beautiful reflections of Him for Him, always for Him. 

But sin shattered the reflective surface, a stone hurled at the mirror. Now, when we ‘look at’ one another we see fractured reproductions, marred masterpieces, hopelessly flawed canvases, the only hope of which is to be added to the stack that lies beneath the One who remained totally intact, the One whose flawless reflection covers those pieced back together with the glue of grace.

To be human is to have been created in the image of God. Everyone qualifies. No matter where they are, how tiny or large they may be. No matter if they’re missing some physical parts or functions — or developing them. No matter if they must be fed through a tube, be it natural or manufactured. 

To be human is a right granted by God, not by man. After all, without Him, there would be no ‘man,’ and certainly no ‘rights.’ The qualifications usurp anything that can be defined in judicial chambers. ‘Humanity’ is the term assigned and defined by human rationality, and where did that come from? 

Sadly, as the celebration of human equality ensues, it remains that there is a struggle for exactly that still taking place. Sadly, there are countless who are unaware of the injustices happening, the devastating daily extermination of unborn human lives. 

Sadly, until citizens and lawmakers understand the disastrous consequences of wrong ideas… 

To be human is not enough.”   http://lti-blog.blogspot.com/2010/01/some-personal-thoughtsto-be-human-megan.html 
_________________________________________________________________________
SOUPER  BOWL  LUNCH
Sunday, February 7

12:15 p.m.     Fellowship Hall

Hosted by Share & Care Circle

Lunch includes Soup, Sandwich & Dessert

Donations appreciated!!!   Please join us!!!
Save the Date

Come Visit Your Children’s Home

For Our Annual

DAY  ON  CAMPUS

March 20, 2010

Specially invited Districts:  
                 North West District, North Central District and North East District

Schedule of Events




8:00 a.m.
- Gates Open – Tour Campus




10:30 a.m.
- Program in Gymnasium




12:00 noon
-  Picnic Lunch under the Big Top





 Campus Tours Resume

For more information contact Lee Ryals, Florida UM Children’s Home Representative, or the church office at 325-5272.

LAY  SERVANT  COURSES

February 26 (6:30 – 9:00 p.m.)  & 27 (8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)

First UMC, 449677 Hwy 301, Callahan, FL

Basic or Advanced (Leading Bible Study)

All classes are $30.00 – Tuition covers materials and lunch.  Must attend both days to receive credit.  For further information, call Gwen Dube, District Director at (904) 751-4912 or email at ggdube@comcast.net  
   Contact the church office for registration form – deadline to register is February 19
UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN
Share & Care Circle invite all ladies to their February meeting beginning at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 4, in the Bride’s Room.
Ruth Fellowship Circle meets Tuesday, February 9, in the Fellowship Hall.  The meeting will begin with a continental breakfast at 9:30 a.m.  All ladies are invited.

Wesley Ann Circle will meet on Monday, February15, in the Bride’s Room beginning 
at 7 p.m.  All ladies are invited!

LOOKING  AHEAD -
 
    Spiritual  Enrichment Experience






      
         March 12-14






Epworth by the Sea – St. Simons Island, GA

                                                                Theme: Life is a Party, Don’t Miss it!! 
Speaker:  Rev. Alexis Talbot, Pastor, Homestead UMC; Music leaders: Margie & John Anderson
For more info and registration form, contact the church office.  Deadline is February 26.

Marlene Drew is “Teacher of the Year” for Jenkins Middle School and Kristin Fridy Martin is “Teacher of the Year” for Browning Pierce Elementary.  Congratulations!!
The Trinity Basketball Ministry team played 

in their first tournament in Orlando in January.             DID  YOU  KNOW?????
Dr. Findlater and 10 members of the team

went.  Ask them about it!!
Trinity United Methodist Church Scholarships were presented in January to Winston Fletcher, Bethany Maddox, Kaylee Peeples and Zach Tremblay.  Trinity is excited to be able to help these dedicated young people in some small way to further their education.  Congratulations!!

FLORIDA UNITED METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOME

Dear Friends,


Christmas arrives each year at the Children’s Home with great anticipation and excitement.  The campus is decorated for the holiday season and lights sparkle everywhere.  All of us at the Children’s Home work hard to make Christmas a special experience for the boys and girls in our care.  For many residents it will be a Christmas of firsts in their lives.  The first time to trim a tree and put up decorations.  The first time to exchange presents.  The first time to have special food prepared.  Most importantly, this will be the first time some of our young people will hear about the Christ Child and the true reason we celebrate Christmas.  It is all made possible by your generosity and caring spirit.  Thank you so much for your gift and for being a part of this wonderful ministry.


Your congregation’s gift will not only ensure a memorable Christmas experience for all the young people in our care, but will also help us to finish the year on strong financial footing and prepare us to meet the many challenges of a New Year.  We never stop caring for kids.  Staff is present and working 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.


Finally, we would like to personally thank you for your commitments and steadfast support of the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home.  

                          Keeping All God’s Children First, John Rivas, Chief Development Officer

FYI - Our yearly contribution goal for 2009 was $3,612 and we gave $3,914.80    

                    Thanks!!!!!

_________________________________________________________________________
VALENTINE  DINNER

Saturday, February 13        6:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall

Cost:  $15.00 per person
Bar-B-Q  Pork or Chicken

(Sponsored by UMM and catered by Wally Huff)

Everyone is invited to join the fun!!!

All profits will be donated to the Haiti Relief Fund

For tickets or more information, contact any UMM member or the church office.

______________________________________________________________________
KID’S KLUB CORNER
January has gotten Kid’s Klub started with a bang. We had a great time at Mr. Matt’s and Mrs. Dawn eating pizza and watching the movie. Thanks for sharing your house and hospitality.  January brought much fellowship and a lot of fun.  We are looking forward to many new and exciting God moments in February. We will be meeting each Wednesday, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Trinity. We will be learning about the life of Jesus, having new adventures and eating supper. May our lives be blessed by your presences. 
February Happenings!!

February 3rd


Making Valentines

February 10th

Visiting and McDonald’s for supper

February 17th

Ash Wednesday service with the children

February 24th

Happy Birthday Celebration

We are looking forward to seeing you on Wednesdays. Come learn and enjoy all the things that God has blessed us with. God Bless!! The Kid’s Klub Team
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_______________________________________________________________________
STEWARDSHIP REPORT (Through 1/17/10)

Total Budget


$207,990.00

UNBUDGETED CONTRIBUTIONS
Estimated needed to date
     11,999.42

Scholarship Fund

$  320.00

Received to date

     12,562.00

Kids’ Klub


     100.00

Percent to “needed to date”
      


Choir Fund


     125.00

   That has been collected
        104.69%

UMYF



       25.00

Percent of Year that is Complete            5.77%

Haiti Earthquake Relief

     929.00

Percent of Yearly Contributions that

   Have been received

            6.04%

________________________________________________________________________________
SYMPATHY – Our Christian love and sympathy are extended to the family of Maureen Ingram who entered heaven on January 6, 2010.  Our sympathy is also extended to the family of Marshall Burley who entered heaven on January 6, 2010.
CIRCLE  OF  CONCERN – Those needing our prayers during January –
Adelaide Whitaker

Floyd Johnson

Bob Mauldin

Marty Faw
Jeanine Mauldin

Beryl Peterson

Lois Gibbins

Kristie Miller

Neva Holley


Lois Pierce

Rita Higgins

Claire Sykes

Joyce Strickland

Emma Sirrine

Elizabeth Vining
Carrie Burley

Carolyn Armstrong

Abby Larsen

Pastor Peggy Hock
Susan Player

Jennifer Ferguson

Trudy Byrum

Doris Fridy

Helen Nall

Harry Phipps


Cathy Medlock
Connie Rotkin

Those in the nursing homes and our shut-ins;  The Children at the Methodist Children’s Home; our Nation’s leaders and military; your Pastoral family and your Church.

Wish a Happy Birthday to:

  1st
- Zachary Simmons

  2nd
- Noah Peacock

  4th
- Cassidy Smith

  5th
- Dylan Harvey


- Errol Houck

  8th
- Ashton de los Santos


- Crystal Reed

10th
- Jordyn Revels

11th
- Lee Gibbins

13th
- Frances Strickland

16th
- Lee Ryals

17th
- Charles Hunter


- Ken Larsen


- Lynsey Mullis

18th
- Jean Carr

19th
- D. R. Clapp

21st
- Justin McKenzie

25th
- Kim Collins

Anniversaries

  7th
- Don & Teresa Kennard

  8th
- Chad & Kristi Willoughby

14th
- Tom & Hannah Heffington

16th
- Matt & Dawn Simpson

Playing on the playground at our last meeting before Christmas








