TRINITY TIDINGS
January 2009

Dear Family,


Greetings, and a Jesus-filled 2009 to you all!

Our Lord surely gave us many victories in 2008. And I could spend this whole article writing about them! However… I can not help but remember the apostle’s words: “One thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:14-15) So let us then reach forward to what lies ahead, and ask the question, “How can we best, in 2009, with God's help fulfill His mission for us of “Making Disciples?” As our Mission Statement reads,
Our Mission is to Reach our Community and World by Sharing the Gospel of Christ 

Through our Actions and Words.

In his book, Radical Outreach, Chuck Hunter, a professor at Asbury Theological Seminary. challenges us in five key areas. Please read them prayerfully, asking the Holy Spirit to search your heart, so that you may know if you are willing to pay the price to reach those outside our walls. If you see an area which is difficult for you, then ask the Lord to help you. In the coming year, God surely wants to use us greatly. Let us then be sure that we are soft, moldable clay in the hands of the Master Potter! Hunter writes,
After years of working w/ many churches, I’ve dis​covered 5 questions that are pivotally important for the traditional churches. I’ve discovered that a congregation probably needs to be able to answer all 5 questions in the affirmative; if the church's leaders fudge on even 1 of the 5 questions, their church is unlikely to move "from tradition to mis​sion." Their church will, presumably, continue to provide good chaplaincy services for the people in its congregation, but it is unlikely to become a missionary congregation, reaching lost people quite beyond the church's constituency.

1. Do we want to know them? Most Christians do not fraternize with really unchurched people. They often experience the suggestion as "strange" that we are called to follow Jesus who was "the friend of sinners."
2. Are we willing to go where they are? Most churches avoid their city's gathering places, where people engage in con​versation and look for Life, lest believers be offended, or even "tempted"! 
3. Are we willing to spend time with them? Outreach ministry involves scheduled time, and sweat equity. Do we believe that "people matter to God" enough to invest our time for their sakes?  
4. Do we want secular and outside-the-establishment people in our churches? Some churches answer yes to the first 3 questions but hesitate at this one. At least 80 percent of our churches fail ever to reach out to 2 groups of people: (1) people who are not "refined" enough to feel comfortable in church; peo​ple who have never acquired a "church etiquette" need not apply; (2) people whose lifestyles are too dif​ferent from ours, or whose lives are too "out of con​trol" for us to feel comfortable with them. 
5. Are we willing for our church to become their church too? “21st century churches are glad for "outsiders" to become "like us" and do everything "our way"; but the line of people eager to do that is usually short! A missionary context requires, in at least some services and ministries, that we adapt to the style, language, aesthetics, & (yes) the music of the people we are called to reach.
The words of Jesus will ring as true in 2009 as they did 200 years ago. The fields really are “white to harvest.” And Jesus told His disciples to, “beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest." Might the people of Trinity United Methodist Church be the answer to Jesus’ prayer?  Let us with one voice answer, “YES, LORD!”
____________________________________________________________
                                      UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN
Ruth Fellowship Circle meets each second Tuesday and invites you to join them on January 13.  The meeting will begin with a continental breakfast at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  All ladies are invited.

Share & Care Circle meets each first Thursday of the month and invites all ladies to join them for their January meeting.  Because the first Thursday falls on New Year’s Day, their will meet on January 8 at 7 p.m. in the Bride’s Room.

Wesley Ann Circle meets every third Monday in the Bride’s Room at 7 p.m.  The first meeting of the new year will be January 19th.  All ladies are invited.

If you are not a member of a circle, we hope you will visit one or all this month.
________________________________________________________________________
                                            UNITED  METHODIST  MEN

The first meeting of the new year for the UMM will be January 8th.  All men are invited to meet at 6 p.m. to enjoy a delicious dinner followed by the meeting.  Bring a friend and join us!!
                     TRINITY UNITED METHODIST SCHOLARSHIP

Applications For the TUMC “Spring Term” Scholarships are available

in the church office.  Full time students who are members of Trinity are 

eligible to apply for this scholarship.

                                   Deadline – January 15, 2009

THANKS -  A very special thank you to all who helped make our holiday season so wonderful.  The cantata, children’s programs, receptions & parties, putting up decorations, sprucing up the church – they all took time and effort by a lot of people and we appreciate all you did.   THANKS!!!!

Dear Trinity Family,   Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gift.  It is a joy to serve as your church secretary.  I appreciate all you do for me all year long.  Love, Pam
         ________________________________________________________________
A WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER

Dear Trinity,

We are very excited about our new church campaign – the AWRC Diaper Drive!!!!  It’s great to partner with area churches to reach out to those in need in our community.

Many of you have heard of our Earn While You Learn Program, where young Moms and Dads participate in a biblically based curriculum on pregnancy, parenting, life skills, or Bible Study each week.  They earn “Mommy Money” or “Daddy Dollars” for coming and doing their homework.  This money is used in our store to purchase items they need for their babies – diapers, clothes, blankets, consumable items, and large items.

The most needed items are always:  DIAPERS!!!  Many pregnant women have other children at home still in diapers, so various sizes are needed.  In order to keep up with the number of people in our program, we are asking churches to commit ONE MONTH EACH YEAR to collect a certain size diaper for this program. Your church has committed to collect diapers in the month of January 2009 and the size diapers we need your church to collect is:  SIZE 2

AWRC is incredibly grateful for this assistance and we pray God’s blessings on your ministry!!!!

                                                   Dedicated 2 LIFE,    Linda Faw, Executive Director

NOTE:   You may bring your donation of diapers to the church office or leave them in the church narthex.

CIRCLE OF CONCERN –Those needing our prayers during the month of December:
Jennifer Ferguson
Jayne Moran

Alice Nesbitt

Pastor Peggy Hock

Debbie Hancock
Larry Deschu

Ruby Paltridge
Anthony Moran

Carolyn Armstrong
Susan Player

Rachel Tilton

Mitchell Rose

Trudy Byrum

Betty Ryals

Bill Field

Doris Fridy

Helen Nall

Harry Phipps

Rita Higgins

Cathy Medlock

Guy Williams

Priscilla Mock

Connie Rotkin

Rob Couk

Tommy Byrum
The Children at the Methodist Children’s Home; our Nation’s leaders and military; your Pastoral family and your Church.
DID  YOU  KNOW ????                                                                                         
CONGRATULATIONS to Lynsey Breton, granddaughter of Sara Dew.  Lynsey recently received her Masters of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Florida. 

Our January Fellowship Dinner will be

The 2009 Flower Calendar is
January 25, at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

located in the narthex.  Sign up

Covered Dish – Everyone is invited!!


early to get the dates you want.

Offering Envelopes for 2009 are available 

If you would like a visit from
in the church narthex.  If you do not receive 

the Pastor, you may at any time
envelopes and would like to do so, please call 
call the church office.
the church office at 325-5272 or tell the ushers.

There is an Initial Offering Envelope in your box of envelopes.  This offering is used to off set the cost of envelopes.  If each person gave $5.00, we would be able to pay for the envelopes without taking it out of our budget.
The Church Calendar Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 15, at 7 p.m. in fellowship hall.  We will be setting up the church calendar for 2009.  If you would like to schedule an event for the coming year and cannot be at the meeting, please contact the church office.
If you have changed your address, phone number, e-mail address, etc. please let the church office know (325-5272).  Thanks.
________________________________________________________________________
BAPTISMS -  The sacrament of baptism was celebrated for 

Carol Hawkins and Austin Hawkins on November 16, 2008 

and Caren Drew on December 14, 2008.  Carol and Austin are 

the children of Alicia Hawkins and Caren is the daughter of 

Platt & Marlene Drew.

______________________________
Local Church Leadership

Training Event

Saturday, January 24, 2009

Orange Park UM Church

2051 Park Avenue, Orange Park, FL

8:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Please plan to join us for the annual district leadership training at Orange Park UMC.  Classes will be offered on Disaster Response/Recovery, New Church Development, Lay Leader, Trustees, Finance/Church Treasurer/Financial Secretary, Church Council, The Methodist Way and Spiritual Formation.  Conference presenters for this event will include:  

Mickey Wilson – Treasurer, Director of Administrative Services


Jeff Stiggins – Executive Director, Congregational Transformation


Mark Thomas – Director of Ministry Protection


Mont Duncan – Executive Director, New Church Development


Sharon Luther – Conference Lay Leader

We will begin with refreshments at 8:45 a.m., then move into the sanctuary for a time of worship.  We will have two sessions of classes this year.  The first session will begin at 10 a.m. and the second session will begin at 11:30 a.m. with a snack break in between.  Note:  Not all classes will be offered at both sessions.

Participants will need to attend both session 1 & 2 for Lay Leader Training and Finance/Church Treasurer/Finance Secretary Training

Due to limited space, registration for Finance/Church Treasurer/Financial Secretary training will be limited to the first 65 people.  You must register through the District Office (for this class only) by calling (904) 396-3026.

For reservations of all other classes please contact your local church office.

Deadline for registrations is Thursday, January 15.

___________________________________________________
                                                       Stewardship Report through 12/21/08

Total Budget


$187,714.00

Unbudgeted Contributions
Estimated needed to date

  184,104.12

Kitchen Improvement Fund
$   65.00

Received to date


  183,745.25

Improvement Fund

     35.00

Percent of “needed to date”



Choir Fund


     80.00

   that has been collected

       99.81%

Children’s Home


2,876.06

Percent of Year that is Complete
       98.08%

Cuba Covenant


4,052.84

Percent of Yearly Contributions that


Kids’ Klub


3,580.00

   have been received

       97.89%

Lois Jungenberg Scholarship Fund
3,960.00








Groves Missionaries                           320.00







Women’s Resource Center                 210.00







Palatka Christian Service Center        875.00







Praise & Worship                                395.00







Heart of Putnam Food Pantry
   205.00







Cuba – Hurricane Relief

   177.00
  Bill & Sharon Field

  8723-A SW 93rd Lane                     NEW ADDRESS

  Ocala, FL 34481
THANKS  -  I would like to extend a special thank you to the choir for their extremely generous Christmas remembrance. It is truly a blessing to work with such a talented and giving group of persons. You all are awesome!


- Alice Ryals
CAROLING  IN  THE  RAVINES
Trinity was well represented at the Caroling in the Ravines on Friday, December 19! These persons sang outside (inside the Ravines) for 3 hours – from 6 to 9 pm! – 

David Cahan, Aleve Fugate, Joyce Heini, John Heini, Neva Holley, Crystal Reed, 

Edwin Reid, Rachel Reid,  Micke Schmidt, Brenda Simpson, Gary Simpson, 

Harry Strickland, Bonnie Trauerman, Joe Trauerman, Wendy Underwood, and 

Betty Walston. Joan McCraney added a lot to the event (and kept us on key) by accompanying us on her keyboard. The group really lived out the mission statement – to reach out to the community. Thanks choir for a job well done!

- Alice Ryals
Wish a Happy Birthday to:

  1st
- Gail Cahan


- Allyson McKenzie

  2nd
- J. D. Azula


- Leslie Heffington

  4th
- Edward Griffin


- Kyle Simmons

  5th
- Tina Huskey


- Austin Layman

  6th
- Morgan Peterson

  9th
- Betty Walston

13th
- John Heini


- Rothe Simpson

14th
- Nancy Foy


- Stacey Johnson


- Tate West

16th
- Greg Peacock

18th
- Rodney Sheffield

19th
- Hannah Heffington

20th
- Nereida Robinson

22nd
- Jessica Gross

24th
- Priscilla Hurtado


- Hannah Maddox

27th
- Troy Smith

29th
- Lois Gibbins

30th
- Eva Mankey


- Joyce Taylor

31st
- Rita Higgins

Anniversaries

5th
- John & Patricia Clark – 57 years

21st
- Stan & Cassie Browning

22nd
- Rodney & Cathy Sheffield

