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1. 20 Years ago… winds of freedom blowing

a. USSR, Easter Europe, Berlin Wall
b. And China?????
c. T he Tiananmen Massacre
             June 5, 2009  Twenty years later, the vivid memories are coming back. Thousands of students protesting in the streets -- & gathering at Tiananmen Square.


And then, on June 4, the Chinese government turning its guns and tanks on its own people. This week, we have heard commentators discuss the consequences of the crackdown. One of the comments I found most intriguing came from a Chinese pastor who last night spoke at the National Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. His words demonstrated once again how God can bring good out of evil.


 Through the June 4 tragedy, Pastor Hong Yujian said, “We see that . . .God prepared the hearts of the people for the widespread dissemination of the Gospel . . . in China.” First, he said, Tiananmen Square “destroyed the last sense of hope the Chinese people had in the idol of communism. The massacre of ordinary people by the government fully exposed the barbarity of a totalitarian government under the rule of man.”


Second, the massacre “Was a blow to the blind spot of self-conceit of intellectual elites in the Chinese tradition.”


Third, he said, “the decline of the student movements & the pro-democracy movement forced us to reflect on a deeper level: what is really the root of all the miseries in the Chinese nation?”

In the past, the Chinese believed the answer was oppression, which they attempted to resist. But under the mighty power of the crackdown by the totalitarian authorities, Yujian said people “demonstrated cowardice, numbness, [&] betrayal.” “Many people are beginning to realize that they in themselves have nothing praiseworthy,” Pastor Yujian said. “The end of human efforts is the beginning of God. . . The only way out is coming to the throne of grace of God & surrendering to Him.”


How has God used the Tiananmen tragedy to build his Church? Before the massacre, the house churches were mainly in the countryside, Pastor Yujian noted. But after June 4, the churches “spread to urban areas and into intellectual circles.” In these arenas, in the aftermath of the massacre, students were suffering from a sense of passiveness, depravity, and loss -- but then they began to listen seriously to what house church pastors had to say.


In other countries, Chinese churches and Bible classes had previously been attended mainly by immigrants from Hong Kong and Taiwan. But after Tiananmen Square, people began to reach out and show their care and love to students from mainland China. “As a result,” Pastor Yujian said, “there was an upsurge for God among the students from mainland China.” Out of the ashes of Tiananmen Square, and the failure of the student movement, its leaders began a search for truth -- and ultimately have “found hope and reality in Jesus Christ.”   "BreakPoint"<prison_fellowship@informz.net>Date: Fri, 05 Jun 2009 15:25:46 

2. Greatest Test is Prosperity, NOT Persecution…. Sometimes, even SPIRITUAL Prosperity > S.O.M.
3. Now 2/3 done w/ S.O.M. (Ch. 5-6 done)
a.  PRIDEFUL ROLEPLAY: “I’ve grown so much from S.O.M.”
1.  U R: “The Salt of Earth” + “The Light of the World”
2.  Experiences Righteousness Greater than Pharisees:
a.  Grows: Anger/ Forgiving / Reconciler / Honors Women & Marriage / Integrity / Love > Unlovely / ~Divided Heart

b.  Grows: Praying / Fasting / Giving / Trusting (~ Worrying)
3. I’m glad for my growth… I am PROUD of my growth!
4.  Why don’t others grow like I do? 

5. I’m sick of ~committed Xns who ~ Try. > 
a. “Speed up or pull over” > committed people like myself & some of you move on.
b.  Like in golf, when duffers in front of you… Drive you nuts!
b. You Ever feel that way?  C.S Lewis, Mere Xnty,
“There is one vice of which no man in the world is free… The vice I am talking of is Pride or Self-Conceit: and the virtue opposite to it… is called Humility. You may remember, when I was talking about sexual morality, I warned you that the centre of Christian morals did not lie there. Well, now, we have come to the centre. According to Christian teachers, the essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere fleabites in comparison: it was through Pride that the devil became the devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind.
…Any of us may at any moment be in this death trap. Thankfully, we have a test. Whenever we find that our religious life is making us feel that we are good-above all, that we are better than someone else is - I think we may be sure that we are being acted on, not by God, but by the devil. The real test of being in the presence of God is that you either forget about yourself altogether or see yourself as a small, dirty object. It is better to forget about yourself altogether.”
4. Greatest Temptations > Pride: After Victories

a.  I forget: Blessed are “Poor in Spirit” & ”Meek” (Humble)
b.  I forget: 1 Cor. 4:7 “What makes you better than anyone else? What do you have  
 that God hasn't given you? And if all you have is from God, why boast as though you  

 have accomplished something on your own?”
5. So Jesus: Matt. 7:1-5: "Do not judge so that you will not be judged.  2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.  3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  4 "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye?  5 "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.”
a. “Do not judge…” NOT: “Do not discern good and evil.”
· Mat. 7:6 "Don't give what is holy to unholy people. Don't give pearls to swine! They will trample the pearls, then turn and attack you.

· Mat. 7:15 "Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep, but are really wolves that will tear you apart.

· (1 John 4:1) “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

· “Stop judging by mere appearances, make a right judgment.” (Jn. 7:24)
b. “so that you will not be judged. For in the way you judge, you will be judged; & by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.”  
· Mat. 5:7   "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”

· Mat. 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

· Lk. 6:37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.

6. 3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  4 "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' & behold, the log is in your own eye?  5 "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.”
· The knowledge of God without that of our wretchedness creates pride.                                        
         The knowledge of our wretchedness without that of God creates despair.                             

         The knowledge of Jesus Christ is the middle way,                                                                               

         because in Him we find both God and our wretchedness.  Blaise Pascal, Pensee
· G.K Chesterton knew this:
  After seeing a series of articles on "What's Wrong with the World?"   

  Chesterton sent a short letter to the editor. "Dear Sir: Regarding your article  

  'What's Wrong with the World?' I am. Yours truly, G. K. Chesterton."
a.  Requires a right understanding of myself
· 1 Tim/ 1:15: “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.
· Kent Hughes:

“We then see ourselves as we are, and we see others as they are. Instead of being critical, we weep for ourselves and them. When we have removed the log from our own eye, then we can see clearly to take the speck out of our brothers’ and sisters’ eyes. Jesus does not encourage a laissez-faire attitude toward fellow believers. Jesus does want us to discern the sins and shortcomings in others, but he wants us to see them through clear, self-judged eyes — eyes that are tender and compassionate.
b.  Requires a Heart longing to show mercy

· Js 2:13 “…judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.”

         The procedure for removing a speck from an eye is very difficult & delicate. There is nothing in the human body more sensitive than the eye. The instant we touch it, it closes up. What is required in clearing an eye is gentleness, carefulness, patience, & sympathy for the other person. In the spiritual realm, the care is even more delicate, for we are handling a soul — the most sensitive part of a human being. We must be humble, sympathetic, conscious of our own sins, & without condemnation. We need God’s mercy. 
7. James 2:1-9  My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus X.  with an attitude of personal favoritism.  2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring & dressed in fine clothes, & there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  3 & you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," & you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, & become judges with evil motives? 
· Usually we favor the rich man over the poor man because we believe we can get more from the rich man. He can do favors for us that the poor man can't.

5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?  7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?  8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are committing sin & are convicted by the law as transgressors. 

· “Stop judging by mere appearances, make a right judgment.” (Jn. 7:24)
· Col. 3:10-11  (To Xns at Colossae) …you have clothed yourselves with a brand-new nature that is continually being renewed as you learn more and more about Christ, who created this new nature within you.  11 In this new life, it doesn't matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.
· “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself” Brennan Manning: Abba's Child
· Thomas Merton: "Ultimately, Who am I?

· I am:  $$$, Race, Nationality, Relationship to others

· I am:  Methodist , Looks, Weight, Career , Age, Popularity
·  I will judge/ define others by same criteria w/ which I define self.

· Merton: "I am one loved by Christ."
· Love Your Neighbor as Yourself”
· Who is he/she? NOT: (See above) but one loved by X."

How could any group which calls itself “Christian” do such a thing? Yet well-respected scholars such as Ralph Martin say that the language of James 2:2-3, as well as the context, indicates an actual happening in the early church. James probably witnessed this tragic event himself.4 But even if the event were hypothetical, subsequent church history has documented that this sin repeats itself in the church. We do not even have to look back to the so-called Dark Ages to find it. Because the eighteenth-century Church of England had become so elitist and inhospitable to the common man, in 1739 John Wesley had to take to graveyards and fields to preach the gospel. And thus we have poignant accounts of his preaching to 30,000 coal miners at dawn in the fields, and the resulting saving power of the gospel evidenced by tears streaming white trails down their coal-darkened faces. Wesley was no schismatic, but because there was no room in the established church for common people, he reluctantly founded the Methodist-Episcopal Church.

Tragically, the irony went on (unbelievably, in Methodism itself!) so that 100 years later Methodist William Booth noticed that the poorest and most degraded were never in church. 

Richard Collier in his history of the Salvation Army, The General Next to God, describes Booth’s experience:

Those who made part of Broad Street congregation never forgot that electric Sunday in 1846: the gas jets, dancing on whitewashed wall, the Minister, the Rev. Samuel Dunn, seated comfortably on his red plush throne, a concord of voices swelling into the evening’s fourth hymn:

	Foul I to the fountain fly;

	
Wash me, Savior, or I die.


The chapel’s outer door suddenly shattered open, engulfing a white scarf of fog. In its wake came a shuffling shabby contingent of men and women, wilting nervously under the stony stares of mill-manager, shop-keepers and their well-dressed wives. In their rear, afire with zeal, marched “Wilful Will” Booth, cannily blocking the efforts of the more reluctant to turn back. To his dismay the Rev. Dunn saw that young Booth was actually ushering his charges, none of whose clothes would have raised five shillings in his own pawnshop, into the very best seats; pewholders’ seats, facing the pulpit, whose occupants piled the collection-plate with glinting silver. 

This was unprecedented, for the poor, if they came to chapel, entered by another door, to be segregated on benches without backs or cushions, behind a partition which screened off the pulpit. Here, though the service was audible, they could not see — nor could they be seen.

Oblivious of the mounting atmosphere, Booth joined full-throatedly in the service — even, he later admitted, hoping this devotion to duty might rate special commendation. All too soon he learned the unpalatable truth: since Wesley’s day, Methodism had become “respectable.”5
This experience, followed by many more similar catastrophes, led to William and Catherine Booth’s expulsion by the Methodists, and fourteen years of poverty before founding the Salvation Army.

A story from Malcolm Gladwell's Blink forces you to wrestle with this critical question: what keeps us from seeing people as they truly are?

Blink is a book about "the power of thinking without thinking." It's a look at how choices made in an instant aren't as simple as they seem. In one of his many examples in the book, Gladwell shows how the classical music world realized that their system for auditioning new musicians for a place in a symphony was corrupt. Though they believed their first impressions of listening to someone play an instrument were unbiased, they were quickly disproved once screens were erected between the judges and the individuals who were auditioning.

In the past 30 years, with the screens in place, the number of women in the top U. S. orchestra has increased fivefold. Instrumentalists who had previously been eliminated from consideration were now accepted. When factors like outward appearance and unconscious prejudice were removed, only pure ability was considered. Gladwell shares the story of one female instrumentalist:

When Julie Landsman auditioned for the role of principal French horn at the Met, the screens had just gone up in the practice hall. At the time, there were no women in the brass section of the orchestra, because everyone "knew" that women could not play the horn as well as men. However, Landsman came and sat down and played—and she played well. "I knew in my last round that I had won before they told me," she says. "It was because of the way I performed the last piece. I held on to the last high C for a very long time, just to leave no doubt in their minds. And they started to laugh, because it was above and beyond the call of duty." But when they declared her the winner and she stepped out from behind the screen, there was a gasp. It wasn't just that she was a woman…. And it wasn't just the bold high C, which was the kind of macho sound that they expected from a man only. It was because they knew her. Landsman had played for the Met as a substitute. Until they listened to her with just their ears, however, they had no idea she was so good.

During the Great Awakening, when the Spirit of God revived much of our nation's early faith, Jonathan Edwards was presiding over a massive prayer meeting. Eight hundred men prayed with him.

Into that meeting a woman sent a message asking the men to pray for her husband. The note described a man who had become unloving, prideful, and difficult.

Edwards read the message in private and then, thinking that perhaps the man described was present, made a bold request. Edwards read the note to the 800 men. Then he asked if the man who had been described would raise his hand, so that the whole assembly could pray for him. Three hundred men raised their hands.

My sin was all the more incurable because I did not think myself a sinner.

Augustine of Hippo

Matthew 7:1-5, 15-20: "Do not judge so that you will not be judged.  2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.  3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  4 "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye?  5 "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.
…   15 "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  16 "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?  17 "So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 "A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits.

30 The Speck and the Log   Matthew 7:1-5

Richard DeHaan, in his book Men Sent from God, lists some of the criticisms pastors receive. The list is written “tongue in cheek,” of course. If the pastor is young, they say he lacks experience. If his hair is gray, he is too old for the young people. If he has five or six children, he is irresponsible; if he has no children, he is setting a bad example. If he uses a lot of illustrations, he neglects the Bible; if he does not use enough, he is not relevant. If he condemns wrong deeds, he’s cranky; if he does not, he’s compromising. If he drives an old car, he shames his congregation; if he drives a new one, he’s setting his affection on earthly things.

DeHaan’s point is that criticism is part and parcel of the public life of the ministry. In fact, criticism is part of living, period. You cannot do anything without being criticized by someone — whether you are selling newspapers, knitting a sweater, working your farm, or mowing your lawn. The ever-present fact is, people are by nature critical and condemning, as the experience of a certain young bachelor illustrates. Every time he brought a prospective wife home, his mother criticized her unmercifully. The young man was at his wit’s end when a friend offered this advice: “Find someone like your mother.” So he looked and looked until he found a clone. She looked like his mother, her gait was like his mother’s, she talked like his mother, and she even thought like his mother. It was amazing! So he took her home. The next time he saw the friend who had given the advice and was asked how his mother liked the girl, the bachelor answered, “It went great. My mother loved her, but my father couldn’t stand her.”

A critical spirit, a judgmental, condemning spirit, is endemic to the human situation. The media, our social relationships, our schooling, and our work situations are immersed in it. And though we often joke about it, experiencing it is most unpleasant. Few things are more exhausting and debilitating than harsh, unloving criticism.

Even sadder, the church of Jesus Christ is itself full of those who make a habit of criticism and condemnation. Some seem to think their critical spirit is a spiritual gift. But the Lord does not agree. In the opening verses of Matthew 7 (the final chapter of the Sermon on the Mount), our Lord sets the record straight in no uncertain terms. He tells us how we should relate to our brothers and sisters in this matter of judgmentalism, especially in respect to the fact that we will all undergo a final judgment.

We Are Not to Relate Judgmentally to Others  (vv. 1, 2)

Our Lord minces no words in his opening statement in verse 1: “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.” His words have been subject to much misunderstanding. These first three words, “Do not judge,” have been taken by some to mean that good Christians must never exercise any critical judgment. Some believe model Christians are totally accepting, whatever the situation. Christlikeness is equated with a suspension of critical faculties — a pious, all-accepting blindness. Ironically, the world loves opinionated people. Its darlings are those who are articulate and dogmatic about their positions on politics, art, music, literature, culture — you name it! However, when it comes to matters of individual morality, the world abhors opinionated people, especially if they represent conventional morality. In these matters it adores the nonjudgmental person. The ideal Christian, and especially the ideal clergyman, is an undiscerning, flabby, indulgent, all-accepting jellyfish who lives out the misinterpretation of “judge not.”

The reasons this text cannot be made to say that we are never to judge are quite simple and obvious. First, in verse 6, which immediately follows Jesus’ teaching on judgment in verses 1-4, Jesus continues by saying, “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs.” We cannot obey Jesus’ command here unless we must judge who are “dogs” and who are “pigs.” Similarly, just a few verses later in verse 15, Jesus warns us to “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.” This requires subtle, discriminating judgment on our part. Many additional Scriptures exhort us to exercise judgment.

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. (1 John 4:1)

“Stop judging by mere appearances, make a right judgment.” (John 7:24)

Christians have an obligation to exercise critical judgment! What Christ means when he says “Do not judge” is that we are to refrain from hypercritical, condemning judgment. There is a universe of difference between being discerningly critical and hypercritical. A discerning spirit is constructive. A hypercritical spirit is destructive. The person with a destructive, overcritical spirit revels in criticism for its own sake. He expects to find fault, like the man who sat watching his preacher neighbor nail up a trellis in his backyard. The preacher, seeing him watching intently from his yard, asked, “Trying to pick up some pointers on carpentry?” To which his neighbor replied, “Nope. Just waiting to see what a preacher says when he hits his thumb.” When a critic discovers faults in another, he feels a malignant satisfaction and always sees the worst possible motives in the other’s actions. The critical spirit is like the carrion fly that buzzes with a sickening hum of satisfaction over sores, preferring corruption to health.

One of the most prominent characteristics of this critical, fault-finding person is that he predictably focuses on things that are of little importance and treats them as matters of vital importance. Within the church this takes bizarre forms — judging the spirituality of a young couple by observing whether they spank their children with a bare hand or an implement, judging others by where they sit in church or the Bible version they carry or whether their theology agrees with the critic’s point for point . . . and so it goes! This pettiness on secondary issues is condemned in Romans 14 in the strongest of terms.

Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. One man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. (vv. 1-4)

Paul adds in another passage:

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. (Romans 2:1)

We set the standard and tone for our own final judgment by our judgmental conduct in life. And we prove by our judging of others that we know what is right. So if we do not do what is right, we condemn ourselves. Perhaps the clearest statement of this is in James 3:1, “Not many of you should presume to become teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.” If you become a teacher, set yourself up as a religious authority over others, and act accordingly, you will be judged by the authority you claim. Do I claim to have an exceptional knowledge and grasp of Scripture? I will be judged accordingly. Do I claim to have been an especially wise and discerning servant? I will be judged according to the position I have assumed. If we set ourselves as authorities and judges over others, we should not be surprised or complain when we are judged by our own standard. “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you” (Matthew 7:2). We need to face and apply this text with all its fearful force.

How will this affect us eternally? There are two eternal judgments. One is the separation of believers and nonbelievers, “the sheep from the goats” (Matthew 25:31-46). True believers, of course, are the sheep who will go to be with God and who will appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ to receive their proper rewards. There God will judge us as we have judged others. Judgmental believers will still go to be with God forever, but they will have very little reward, for their hypercritical spirit will have vitiated much of the good they had done. Very few of us dare to pray, “God, judge me as I judge my fellow men and women.” Our Lord means to put a holy fear in us so we will put away our critical hearts! God is going to judge us as we judge others. The tone of our life is going to become the tone of our judgment.

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. (2 Corinthians 5:10, 11)

There is nothing more ungodly than a critical spirit, and nothing more un-Christlike than the false righteousness that is always looking for something wrong in someone else. Now our Lord extends his argument even further.

We Are Not to Relate to Others Hypercritically (vv. 3, 4)

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye?”

The picture Jesus gives here is as ludicrous and sarcastic as possible. The word translated “plank” (“log” in other translations) denotes a huge piece of wood, like a rafter in a house. “Speck” is a small piece of sawdust. With such a monstrous log in a man’s eye, his vision would not be simply impaired — he would be absolutely blinded! The idea of his lending a helping hand to another man who has a speck in his eye would not only be comical but impossible! The tragedy is, the situation Jesus is portraying is common.

When King David was at the lowest point morally in his life, having taken Uriah’s wife and committing adultery with her, discovering that she was pregnant and then having Uriah murdered, Nathan the prophet told him a story about a rich man with huge flocks of sheep who lived next door to a poor man. The poor man had only one little ewe lamb that he loved like a daughter. But the rich man, not wanting to take a lamb out of his own herds to feed some guests, took that little lamb and slaughtered it. David’s response was basically, “That man deserves to die. He must repay everything fourfold.” Nathan, pointing a prophetic finger at the king, pronounced, “You are that man.” Forget someone else’s speck — look at the log in your own eye, David!

We find it so easy to turn a microscope on another person’s sin while we look at ours through the wrong end of a telescope! We use some strong term for someone else’s sin but a euphemism for our own. We easily spot a speck of phoniness in another because we have a logjam of it in our own lives. Furthermore, we especially hate our own faults when we see them in others. Wrath toward the speck in someone else’s life may come from the suppressed guilt over the same massive sin in our own lives. Log-toting speck inspectors are hypocrites, says Jesus (v. 5). They do not care at all about the speck in the other person’s eye. All they really care about is building up themselves in their own eyes. The pattern is universal. Self-righteousness turns to censoriousness, which produces a false benevolence (“Let me help you with that speck”), which in turn produces contempt. I have seen the most unchristian aggression practiced by ostentatiously humble people who come with a “concern.” What are we to do instead?

We Are Rather to Be Brothers and Sisters to each Other (v. 5)

“You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly enough to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” (v. 5)

We are to judge ourselves — “take the plank out of your own eye.” Both the Old and New Testaments call us to do this. And when we do it, we begin to see others as they are.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” (Matthew 5:3, 4)

We then see ourselves as we are, and we see others as they are. Instead of being critical, we weep for ourselves and them. When we have removed the log from our own eye, then we can see clearly to take the speck out of our brothers’ and sisters’ eyes. Jesus does not encourage a laissez-faire attitude toward fellow believers. Jesus does want us to discern the sins and shortcomings in others, but he wants us to see them through clear, self-judged eyes — eyes that are tender and compassionate.

The procedure for removing a speck from an eye is very difficult and delicate. There is nothing in the human body more sensitive than the eye. The instant we touch it, it closes up. What is required in clearing an eye is gentleness, carefulness, patience, and sympathy for the other person. In the spiritual realm, the care is even more delicate, for we are handling a soul — the most sensitive part of a human being. We must be humble, sympathetic, conscious of our own sins, and without condemnation. We need God’s mercy. We need to be people who speak the truth in love because the love of God controls us.

We see critical spirits all around us — in our media, in our schools, in our social relationships. But it should not be a part of the church. May God purge it from our lives and from our churches. We would each do well to ask ourselves, who have I been critical of this week? Has my focus on their faults blinded me to my own? Then we need to ask God to help us see ourselves as we are.

First Corinthians 13:4-8 is helpful in this regard. Verses 6-8 say, “Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.”

John 7:24   24 "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."

Romans 2:1-2  Romans 2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.  2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things.

Romans 14:1-4  NAU Romans 14:1 Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  2 One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.  3 The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him.  4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

Romans 14:10-13  10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  11 For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD."  12 So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.  13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.

1 Corinthians 10:15   15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say.

James 4:11-12   11 Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.  12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?

James 2:1-13  James 2:1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.  2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,"  4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?  5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?  7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?  8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well.  9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  11 For He who said, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," also said, "DO NOT COMMIT MURDER." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
How could any group which calls itself “Christian” do such a thing? Yet well-respected scholars such as Ralph Martin say that the language of James 2:2-3, as well as the context, indicates an actual happening in the early church. James probably witnessed this tragic event himself.4 But even if the event were hypothetical, subsequent church history has documented that this sin repeats itself in the church. We do not even have to look back to the so-called Dark Ages to find it. Because the eighteenth-century Church of England had become so elitist and inhospitable to the common man, in 1739 John Wesley had to take to graveyards and fields to preach the gospel. And thus we have poignant accounts of his preaching to 30,000 coal miners at dawn in the fields, and the resulting saving power of the gospel evidenced by tears streaming white trails down their coal-darkened faces. Wesley was no schismatic, but because there was no room in the established church for common people, he reluctantly founded the Methodist-Episcopal Church.

Tragically, the irony went on (unbelievably, in Methodism itself!) so that 100 years later Methodist William Booth noticed that the poorest and most degraded were never in church. 

Richard Collier in his history of the Salvation Army, The General Next to God, describes Booth’s experience:

Those who made part of Broad Street congregation never forgot that electric Sunday in 1846: the gas jets, dancing on whitewashed wall, the Minister, the Rev. Samuel Dunn, seated comfortably on his red plush throne, a concord of voices swelling into the evening’s fourth hymn:

	Foul I to the fountain fly;

	
Wash me, Savior, or I die.


The chapel’s outer door suddenly shattered open, engulfing a white scarf of fog. In its wake came a shuffling shabby contingent of men and women, wilting nervously under the stony stares of mill-manager, shop-keepers and their well-dressed wives. In their rear, afire with zeal, marched “Wilful Will” Booth, cannily blocking the efforts of the more reluctant to turn back. To his dismay the Rev. Dunn saw that young Booth was actually ushering his charges, none of whose clothes would have raised five shillings in his own pawnshop, into the very best seats; pewholders’ seats, facing the pulpit, whose occupants piled the collection-plate with glinting silver. 

This was unprecedented, for the poor, if they came to chapel, entered by another door, to be segregated on benches without backs or cushions, behind a partition which screened off the pulpit. Here, though the service was audible, they could not see — nor could they be seen.

Oblivious of the mounting atmosphere, Booth joined full-throatedly in the service — even, he later admitted, hoping this devotion to duty might rate special commendation. All too soon he learned the unpalatable truth: since Wesley’s day, Methodism had become “respectable.”5
This experience, followed by many more similar catastrophes, led to William and Catherine Booth’s expulsion by the Methodists, and fourteen years of poverty before founding the Salvation Army.

A woman who lived across the tracks and wanted to join a very fashionable church found out. She talked to the pastor about it, and he suggested she go home and think about it carefully for a week. At the end of the week she came back. He said, “Now, let’s not be hasty. Go home and read your Bible for an hour every day this week. Then come back and tell me if you feel you should join.” Although she wasn’t happy about this, she agreed to do it. The next week she was back, assuring the pastor she wanted to become a member of the church. In exasperation he said, “I have one more suggestion. You pray every day this week and ask the Lord if he wants you to come into our fellowship.” The pastor did not see the woman for six months. He met her on the street one day and asked her what she had decided. She said, “I did what you asked me to do. I went home and prayed. One day while I was praying, the Lord said to me, ‘Don’t worry about not getting into that church. I’ve been trying to get into it myself for the last twenty years!”6
Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit on the floor by my feet,” have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? [literally, “evil reasonings”] (James 2:2-4)

Those who discriminate are possessed of wicked thoughts! They place more value on the soul of the rich man. The cavalier disregard for the poor man was an implicit devaluation of his soul. Perhaps the reasoning here was, “What a coup this rich man would be. Think what he could do for the church! But the poor man? It would take years to get him up to speed, if indeed it could be done at all.” These are evil thoughts!

The evident assumption in this favoritism was that the rich man was considered to be morally superior, or obviously smarter, more disciplined, more hard-working, and thus a “better man” — more fit for the Kingdom.

James detests such thinking. In fact, he sees this matter of partiality as a test of real faith. Favoritism is an indication of a heart that at best is in need of spiritual help and at worst is a heart without grace.

James introduces the rich man/poor man illustration with a command which may now be seen with its proper force: “My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism” (James 2:1). Literally this reads, “don’t receive the face,” referring to receiving someone with biased judgment based on externals. The Bible repeatedly and categorically condemns such behavior.

To show partiality is not good. (Proverbs 28:21)

Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. (Leviticus 19:15)

So I have caused you to be despised and humiliated before all the people, because you have not followed my ways but have shown partiality in matters of the law. (Malachi 2:9)

Rich and poor have this in common: The Lord is the Maker of them all. (Proverbs 22:2)

Charles Colson, in his book Kingdoms in Conflict, tells how he influenced diverse interest groups through White House visits to insure Nixon’s reelection. When his guests arrived, he would escort his guests past saluting guards, down a long corridor lined with dramatic photographs of the President in action. Then he would pause at the executive dining room door, point to the door at the right and say in hushed tones, “That’s the situation room” — the legendary super-secret national security nerve center. (Actually it was just a crowded office. The real command center had been moved to the Pentagon.)

Next came dinner in the richly paneled executive dining room, lined with red-jacketed Navy stewards, the tables filled with Cabinet members and senior staff. Here Colson’s “clients” began to melt. Even avowed enemies sometimes offered their help. If they needed more work, he treated them to a walk upstairs and a reverent walk through the Oval Office. If the President was there, Colson would ask (always by pre-arrangement) if the visitor would like to see the President.

Nixon was master at the game. He always gave his dazzled visitor gold-plated cuff links with the presidential seal. The person would be overwhelmed as he left, almost bowing, not more than sixty seconds later. It’s not easy to resist the allure of the Oval Office. . . . Invariably, the lions of the waiting room became the lambs of the Oval Office. No one ever showed outward hostility. Most, except the labor leaders, forgot their best-rehearsed lines. They nodded when the President spoke, and in those rare instances when they disagreed, they did so apologetically, assuring the President that they personally respected his opinion. Ironically, none were more compliant than the religious leaders. Of all people, they should have been the most aware of the sinful nature of man and the least overwhelmed by pomp and protocol. But theological knowledge sometimes wilts in the face of worldly power.7
Galatians 3:28  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 3:10-11  (To Xns at Colossae) …you have clothed yourselves with a brand-new nature that is continually being renewed as you learn more and more about Christ, who created this new nature within you.  11 In this new life, it doesn't matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.

8. The Great Sin

     Today I come to that part of Christian morals where they differ most sharply  from  all  other morals.  There is one vice of which no man in  the world  is  free;  which  every one  in the world loathes  when he sees it in someone  else; and  of  which  hardly any  people, except  Christians,  ever imagine that they are guilty themselves. I have heard people admit that they are bad-tempered, or that they cannot keep their heads about girls or drink, or even  that they are cowards. I do not think I have ever heard anyone who was not a Christian accuse himself of this vice. And at the same time I have very seldom met anyone, who was not  a Christian, who showed  the slightest mercy  to it in others. There is no fault that makes a man more unpopular, and no fault which we are more unconscious of in ourselves. And the more we have it ourselves, the more we dislike it in others.

     The vice I  am  talking  of  is Pride or Self-Conceit: and  the  virtue opposite to it, in Christian morals,  is called Humility. You may remember, when I was talking about sexual morality, I warned you that the centre of

Christian morals did not lie there. Well, now, we have come to the centre. According to Christian teachers, the essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere fleabites in comparison:  it was through Pride that the devil became the devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind.

     Does this seem to you exaggerated? If so, think it over. I pointed out a moment ago that the more pride one had, the more one disliked pride in others. In fact, if you want to find out how proud you are the easiest way is to ask yourself, "How much do I dislike it when other people snub me, or refuse to take any notice of me, or shove their oar in, or patronize me, or show off?"  The point it that each person's pride is  in  competition with

every  one else's pride. It is  because I wanted to be the big noise at  the party that I am  so annoyed at someone else  being  the  big noise. Two of a trade never  agree.  Now what  you  want  to  get  clear  is that  Pride  is

essentially  competitive-is competitive by its very nature-while  the  other vices  are competitive only, so to speak, by accident. Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next man. We

say that people are  proud of being  rich,  or clever,  or good-looking, but they are not  They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than  others.  If  everyone  else  became  equally  rich,  or  clever,  or

good-looking there  would be nothing to be proud about. It is the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure of being above the rest. Once the element of  competition has gone, pride has gone. That is  why I  say  that Pride is essentially competitive in a way the other vices are not. The sexual impulse may drive two men into competition if they both want the same girl  But that is only  by accident; they might  just as  likely  have wanted two different

girls. But a proud man  will take your girl from you,  not because  he wants her, but  just to prove to himself  that he is a better  man than you. Greed may drive men into competition if there is  not enough to go  round; but the

proud  man, even when he has got more than he can possibly want, will try to get still more just to assert his power. Nearly all those evils in the world which people put down to greed or selfishness are really far more the result of Pride.

     
Take it with money. Greed will certainly make a man want money, for the sake of a better house, better holidays, better things to eat and drink. But only up to a point What is it dial makes a man  with  Ј10,000 a year anxious to get Ј20,000 a year? It  is  not the greed for more pleasure. Ј10,000 will give all the luxuries that any man can really enjoy. It is Pride-the wish to be richer than  some other rich man,  and (still more) the  wish  for power.

For, of course, power is what Pride really enjoys: there is nothing makes a man feel so  superior to others  as  being  able to move them about like toy soldiers.  What  makes  a  pretty  girl spread misery  wherever she goes  by collecting admirers? Certainly not her sexual instinct: that kind of girl is quite often sexually frigid. It is Pride. What is it that makes  a political leader or a whole nation go on and on, demanding more and more? Pride again. Pride is competitive by its very nature: that is why it goes on and on. If I am a proud man, then,  as long as there  is one  man in the whole world more powerful, or richer, or cleverer than I, he is my rival and my enemy.

The Christians are right: it is Pride which has been the chief cause of misery in every nation  and  every family since the world began. Other vices may  sometimes bring people together: you may find good fellowship and jokes and friendliness among drunken people  or unchaste people.  But Pride always means  enmity-it  is  enmity.  And not only enmity  between man and man, but enmity to God.

    
 In  God  you  come  up  against  something  which  is in every  respect immeasurably  superior  to  yourself.  Unless you know God as that-and, therefore, know yourself as nothing in comparison-  you do  not know God at all.  As long as you are proud, you cannot know God. A proud man is always looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.

     That raises a terrible question. How is it that people who are quite obviously eaten up with Pride can say they believe in God and appear to themselves very religious? I am afraid it means they are worshipping an imaginary God.  They  theoretically admit themselves  to be  nothing  in the presence of this phantom God,  but are really all  the time imagining how He approves  of them and thinks them  far better than ordinary people: that is, they pay a pennyworth of imaginary humility  to  Him  and get  out  of it  a pound's worth of Pride towards  their  fellow-men. I suppose it was of those people Christ was thinking when He said that some would preach about Him and cast out devils in His name, only to be told at the end of the world that He had never known them. And any of us may at any moment be in this death-trap.

Luckily, we have a test. Whenever  we find that our religious life is making us feel  that we are good-above all, that we are better than someone else-I think we may  be sure that we are being acted on,  not by  God, but by the devil  The real test of being  in the presence  of  God is that you either forget about  yourself altogether  or see yourself as a small, dirty object. It is better to forget about yourself altogether.

     
It is a terrible thing that the worst of all the vices can smuggle itself into the very centre of our religious life. But you can see why. The other, and less bad, vices come from the devil working on us through our

animal nature. But this does not come through our animal nature at all It comes direct from Hell. It is purely spiritual: consequently, it is far more subtle and deadly. For the same reason, Pride can often be used to beat down the simpler vices. Teachers, in fact, often appeal to a boy's Pride, or, as they call it, his self-respect, to make him behave decently: many a man has overcome cowardice, or lust, or ill-temper by learning to think that  they

are beneath his dignity-that is, by Pride. The devil laughs. He is perfectly content to see you becoming chaste  and brave and self-controlled provided, all the time,  he is setting  up in you the Dictatorship of Pride-just as he would be quite content  to see your chilblains cured if he was  allowed,  in return, to give you cancer. For Pride is spiritual cancer:  it eats up the very possibility of love, or contentment, or even common sense.

     Before  leaving  this  subject  I  must  guard  against  some  possible misunderstandings:

     (1)  Pleasure in being praised is not Pride. The child who is patted on the back  for doing a lesson well, the woman  whose beauty is praised by her lover, the saved soul to whom Christ says "Well done," are pleased and ought to be. For here the pleasure lies not in what you are but in the  fact  that you  have  pleased someone you wanted (and rightly  wanted)  to  please. The trouble  begins when you pass from thinking,  "I have  pleased  him;  all is well," to thinking, "What a fine person I must be to have done it." The more you  delight in  yourself and the less you delight in the  praise, the worse you are becoming. When you delight wholly in yourself and  do not care about the praise  at all, you have reached the bottom. That is why vanity,  though it is the sort of Pride which shows most on the surface, is really the least bad  and most  pardonable  sort.  The  vain  person  wants praise, applause, admiration, too much  and  is always  angling for  it. It is a fault,  but a childlike and even (in an odd way) a humble fault. It shows that you are not yet completely contented with  your own admiration.  You  value other people enough to want them to look at you. You are, in fact, still human. The  real black, diabolical Pride comes when  you look down on others so much that you do not care what they think of you.  Of course, it is very right,  and often our duty,  not to  care what people think of us, if we do  so  for the right reason; namely, because we care  so incomparably  more what God  thinks. But the Proud man has a different reason  for not  caring. He says "Why should I care for  the  applause  of  that rabble  as  if their  opinion  were  worth anything? And even if their opinions were of value, am  I the sort of man to blush  with pleasure at a  compliment like some  chit of a girl at her first dance?  No, I am  an integrated, adult personality. All I have done has been done to satisfy my own ideals-or my artistic conscience-or the traditions of my family- or, in a word, because I'm That Kind of Chap. If the mob like it, let them. They're nothing to me." In this  way real  thoroughgoing Pride may act  as a check on vanity;  for, as I  said a  moment ago, the  devil  loves "curing"  a  small fault by giving you a great  one. We must try not  to  be

vain, but we must  never call  in our Pride  to  cure our vanity; better the frying-pan than the fire.

     (2) We say in English that a man is "proud" of his son, or his father, or his school, or regiment,  and it may  be  asked whether "pride" in  this sense  is a sin. I think it depends on what, exactly, we mean by "proud of." Very often,  in  such  sentences, the phrase  "is  proud of" means  "has  a warm-hearted admiration for." Such  an  admiration  is, of  course, very far from being a sin. But it might, perhaps, mean that the person in question gives  himself airs on the ground of his distinguished father, or because he belongs to a famous  regiment. This would,  clearly,  be a fault;  but  even then,  it would  be better than being proud simply  of  himself. To love and admire  anything  outside  yourself  is to  take  one step away  from  utter spiritual ruin;  though we  shall not be  well so long as we love and admire anything more than we love and admire God.

     (3)  We must not think Pride is something God forbids because He is offended at it, or that Humility is something He demands as due to His own dignity-as if God Himself was  proud. He is not in the  least worried about His  dignity. The point is, He wants you to know Him; wants to give you Himself. And He and you are two things of such a kind that if you really get into any kind of touch  with  Him  you will, in fact, be  humble-delightedly humble,  feeling the  infinite relief of having for once got rid of all  the silly nonsense about  your  own  dignity  which  has  made you restless  and unhappy all your life. He is trying to make you humble in order to make this moment possible: trying to take off a lot  of  silly, ugly, fancy-dress  in which we have all got ourselves up and are strutting about  like the  little idiots we  are. I wish  I had  got a bit further with humility myself: if  I had, I could probably tell you more about the relief, the comfort, of taking the fancy-dress off-getting rid of the false self, with all its "Look at me" and  "Aren't  I a good  boy?"  and all its posing and posturing. To get even near it,  even for  a moment, is like a drink of cold water  to  a man in  a desert.

     (4) Do not imagine that if you meet a really humble man he will be what most people call "humble" nowadays: he will not be a sort of greasy, smarmy person, who is always telling you that, of course, he is  nobody.  Probably all you will think about him is that he seemed a cheerful, intelligent chap who took a real interest in what you said  to him. If you do dislike him it will be because you feel a little envious of anyone who seems to enjoy life so easily. He will not be thinking about humility:  he will not be thinking about himself at all.

     If anyone would like to acquire humility, I can, I think, tell him the first step.  The first step is to realize that one is proud. And a biggish step, too. At least, nothing whatever can be done before it. If you think you are not conceited, it means you are very conceited indeed.

Brennan Manning: ABBA'S CHILD P. 50-51

“John Eagan, who died in 1987, was an ordinary man… who pursued a life of contemplative prayer with ruthless fidelity. During his annual, silent eight-day directed retreat the revelation of his true self hit with sledgehammer force. On the morning of the sixth day, he was visiting with his spiritual director:

That day Bob (Sp. Dir.) says with great clarity, striking the table with his fist: ... John, this is your call, the way God is calling you. Pray for a deepening of this love, yes; savor the present moment where God is. Indulge the contemplative in you, surrender to it; let it be, search for God......

Then he states something that I will ponder for years; he says it very deliberately I ask him to repeat it so that I can write it down. "John, the heart of it is this: to make the Lord & his immense love for you consti​tutive of your personal worth. Define yourself radically as one beloved by God. God's love for you & his choice of you constitute your worth. Accept that, and let it become the most important thing in your life."

We discuss it. The basis of my personal worth is not my possessions, my talents, not esteem from others, reputation ... not kudos of appreciation from parents & kids, not applause, & everyone telling you how important you are to the place.... I stand anchored now in God before whom I stand naked, this God who tells me "You are my son, my beloved one."

Brennan Manning, in ABBA'S CHILD:
  “If I must seek an identity outside of myself, then the accu​mulation of wealth, power, & honors allures me. Or I may find my center of gravity in interpersonal relationships. Ironically, the church itself can stroke my false self by confer​ring & withholding honors, offering pride of place based on performance, & creating the illusion of status by rank & pecking order. When belonging to an elite group eclipses the love of God, when I draw life & meaning from any source other than my belovedness, I am moving toward spiritual death. When God gets relegated to 2nd place behind any bauble or trinket, I have swapped the pearl of great price for painted fragments of glass. "Who am I” asked Thomas Merton, & he responded, "I am one loved by Christ."

When Brennan Manning, an evangelical Catholic, was waiting to catch a plane in the Atlanta airport, he sat down in one of the many places where men shine shoes. And elderly man began to shine Brennan's shoes. And Brennan had this feeling inside that after his shoes were shined he should pay the man, tip the man, and reverse the roles. 

 

When the man had finished shining his shoes, he stood up, looked at the man, and said, "Now, sir, I would like to shine your shoes." The man recoiled, stepped back, and said, "You're going to do what?" 

 

"I'd like to shine your shoes. Come on, you sit down here. How would you like them done?" 

 

The man began to cry and said, "No one ever shined my shoes before." (Brian Buhler, The Ultimate Community) 

   No man's really any good till he knows how bad he is, or might be; till he's realized exactly how much right he has to all this snobbery, and sneering, and talking about "criminals" as if they were apes in a forest ten thousand miles away; till he's got rid of all the dirty self-deception of talking about low types and deficient skulls; till he's squeezed out of his soul the last drop of the oil of the Pharisees; till his only hope is somehow or other to have captured one criminal, and kept him safe and sane under his own hat.    -- G. K. Chesterton

James’ assertion that favoritism is a sin naturally leads to the subject of judgment. “Speak and act,” he advises in James 2:12, “as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom.” This advice, taken seriously, can radically change our lives, as it did that of Amy Carmichael, the celebrated missionary to India.

The decisive moment which determined the direction of her life came on a dull Sunday morning in Belfast as the family was returning from church. They saw what they had never seen before in Presbyterian Belfast — an old woman lugging a heavy bundle. Amy and her brothers turned around, took the bundle, and helped her along by the arms. “This meant facing all the respectable people who were, like ourselves, on their way home. It was a horrid moment. We were only two boys and a girl, and not at all exalted Christians. We hated doing it. Crimson all over (at least we felt crimson, soul and body of us) we plodded on, a wet wind blowing us about, and blowing, too, the rags of that poor old woman, till she seemed like a bundle of feathers and we unhappily mixed up with them.” There was an ornate Victorian fountain in the street, and just as they passed it, “this mighty phrase was suddenly flashed as it were through the grey drizzle: ‘Gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble — every man’s work shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare it, because it shall be declared by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide —’” Amy turned to see who had spoken. There was nothing but the fountain, the muddy street, the people with their politely surprised faces. The children plodded on with the bundle of feathers, but something had happened to the girl which changed forever life’s values.6
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