1. Scripture
· Mat. 7:13-16  13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide & the road is easy that leads to destruction, & there are many who take it.  14 For the gate is narrow & the road is hard that leads to life, & there are few who find it.  15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  16 You will know them by their fruits.”  
· Matthew 24:11, 24   11 "Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many… false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.

2. (I’d shared w/ you before :) Jonestown

a.  Nov. 18, 1978… 900 + People > Mass Suicide

b.  People’s Temple > 1955 by Indianapolis preacher

c.  Negative Press + IRS > California > Guyana in 1977
3. Jim Jones = False Prophet. BUT… Others… ME!
a.  Mel White: Deceived
Once it had been established that all my sub​jects had at least some exposure to Christian truth when they were children, and many of them had taken responsible adult roles in Catholic and Protestant churches as well, the obvious next question was "What went wrong?" Why did these people give up the Christianity of their childhood for Jones and the People's Temple?
As I talked to these Temple defectors, it be​came apparent that their dissatisfaction with their Christian past revolved around two major themes. First, the Christian people in their experience didn't seem to love each other inside the church. And second, Christian people didn't seem to love the needy outside the church.

Grace Stoen:      Her mother was Mexican. Her father was Maltese. She is a beautiful, olive, collected woman. Yet the discrimination she experienced in a white parochial school in San Francisco, because she was poor and not-quite-white, made her feel unloved and uncared for in her church—and a per​fect candidate for membership in People's Tem​ple.

"I remember walking into my Catholic school, and the Irish kids would call me nigger." "When I told my parents, they told me not to listen to them. My mother was a Mexican, & all her life she had been told that Mexicans were dirty and that they were no good. So she worked doubly hard to make sure that we had neat, clean uniforms. But one day when I was in the second grade, I played kickball on the way to parochial school and my shoes got scuffed. A nun made me stand in front of the class and proceeded to humiliate me. She said I was filthy, and why would I come to school like that?

"We lived on the fringe of a very rich parish. The rich and the white were always favored. Once in the second grade they expected us kids to bring envelopes with money in them. We didn't have any money, but they still asked me why I didn't put any money in the envelope. I was in the second grade and being put up for not having money in my envelope.

"Money was all they talked about. They wanted people to give $50.00. They had plaques on the wall saying who had given five hundred dollars and who had given one thousand dollars. When I was eighteen I still didn't have five hundred dollars, but I finally realized why it was that there were all those special memorials for the people who gave money, but nobody ever befriended me. I had spent ten years of my life in that church, one day a week, and I never knew anybody. I just saw all these family cliques and the strong white Irish thing. So I quit.

"When I went to People's Temple they still weren't taking any offerings. I'll never forget see​ing all the races, black and white together. You always heard it couldn't be done, that they could never get along, yet at the Temple there were educated people and illiterate. There were middle class people and poor people. There was everything there, and I was really touched by the warmness of the people. You didn't see people whispering—you know—talking about other people. Everybody was open armed and getting to know one another, and I felt like my heart was just taken by those beautiful people."
b. So… Matthew 7:3-5  "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  5 "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye…”
16 You will know them by their fruits.”  
4. The Didache: Ch. 1. The 2 Ways & the 1st Commandment 

·  “There are two ways, one of life and one of death, but a great difference between the two ways.
· As parents, we can see further down the road… Consequences
· Jesus: Sees all way to END: Heaven’s Glory, & Hell’s Tragedy
· Imagine the parent… giving the above advice, and yet, “Will he/she listen to me… or another?
5. Why Many on road > Destruction? 
·   Believed Lies of a False Prophet > 4 in General:
1. All roads/ways lead to death & nothingness.

2. All roads lead have life/ heaven as their end.
3. There are other roads to life/ heaven beside the narrow gate/road.
4. Attempts to redefine the narrow road, thus causing some to think they are on the narrow road to life, when in fact they are on the wide road to destruction.
6. False Prophets of Our Day… & their Lies 

1. Naturalism:  All roads/ways lead to death & nothingness.
1. Matter is all there is. God does not exist.

2. Death is the extinction of personality and individuality.

3. Darwinian Evolution: “Natural selection is the blind watchmaker, blind because it does not see ahead, does not plan consequences, has no purpose in view.” Richard Darwin 

4. Ethics is related only to human beings. “Ethics is autonomous and situational, needing no theological or ideological sanction

b. Universalism:  All roads lead to eternal life with God, forever. 
· Mat. 25:46 These will go away into eternal punishment but the righteous into eternal life." 

·  John Wesley, #73, “Of Hell” “Every truth which is revealed in the oracles of God is undoubtedly of great importance. Yet it may be allowed that some of those which are revealed therein are of greater importance than others, as being more immediately conducive to the grand end of all, the eternal salvation of men. And we may judge of their importance even from this circumstance, -- that they are not mentioned once only in the sacred writings, but are repeated over & over. A remarkable instance of this we have with regard to the awful truth which is now before us. Our blessed Lord, who uses no superfluous words, who makes no "vain repetitions," repeats it over and over in the same chapter [Mk. 9] & as it were, in the same breath.” 
c. Legalism: I earn my way on Narrow Road/ Adds law keeping to faith.
· Gal. 2:16 “We Jewish Christians know that we become right with God, not by doing what the law commands, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be accepted by God because of our faith in Christ-- and not because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be saved by obeying the law."
· Acts 13:39:  “Through Christ everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses.
· Eph. 2:8-10   “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.”
d. Antinomianism (~ Law): Narrow road = Belief with no Life- change. Because Xns are under grace, they can live apart from God's laws.
· Jude 1:4:  “Certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality & deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.

· 2 Cor.  5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”

· Gal. 5:6: “Faith working through love.” Js. 2:26:”Faith without works is dead.”

· Jeremiah 31:33   "…I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it…

· Ezekiel 36:26-27: “I will give you a new heart & put a new spirit within you; & I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh & give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you & cause you to walk in My statutes, & you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”

· What Laws are we under? Mat. 22:40: "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." Love God w/ all heart; Love one another as I > U.”.

e. False Religions/ Cults Roads > Promise Life & End in Destruction
· Gal. 1:6-9  6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!  9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! WHY? Roads lead somewhere!
· 2 Pet. 2:1  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
· Key: Trinity (1 God in 3 Persons) w/ Cross at Center   /Apostle’s Creed

7. 2 Cor. 4:4 “Satan [the father of lies], the god of this evil world, has blinded the minds of those who don't believe, so they are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News that is shining upon them. They don't understand the message we preach about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. > We must truthfully live the Gospel.
Jeannie Mills of the People’s Temple expressed what I heard in differ​ent ways from so many ex-Temple members… For 15 years Jeannie worked hard in her church as a teacher & in other volunteer capacities. She’d struggled in the early years of her marriage to help put her husband through Bible school, so that he might become a minister in their denomination. When she was 29, her marriage failed. Jeannie and her first husband were divorced.  Eventually, she expressed her desire to remarry - and so began her journey to the People's Temple. Here’s her story: 
"The church fathers called me and suggested that they understood how these things go, but by the rules of the church the first person to remarry was committing adultery; and that I could save everybody a great deal of embarrassment if I would just quietly withdraw my membership from the church. This left me without a church. I was very concerned about my children's souls. I still sent them to Christian schools, and I asked my mother if she was still praying and to please pray for the souls of my children. But I felt so alone.

"After they asked me to leave the church, I went to churches—all kinds of different churches. And in every church maybe the minister would say hello to me, if I stood in line. In some churches, maybe a deaconess or a greeter would come up and welcome me. Sometimes​ maybe—someone would share a hymnal with me, but when I left the service that was it. It was as though I had entered somebody else's sacred do​main, and if I worked really hard—if I went back again and again and again—maybe I would find a church family there; but I didn't have the energy to try.

"I was so turned off in every church I went to because nobody cared; nobody cared that I, a human being with feelings and thoughts and emo​tions, came into their doors. And that is when I went to People's Temple. Everyone seemed so caring and loving. They hugged us and made us welcome. So many people said they liked us and wanted us to come back. After the first service, many people sent letters. The church even sent a box of candy." >
8. I ~ want to be a
a.  False Prophet by the way I LIVE (& ~ LOVE)

b.  The reason someone turns away from Christ & the Church.

9. I > to X, ~ cause I smart, but was radically loved to X.

10.  Prayer:

O that God would love through me   All the lost;   At Calvary
He died to set us free from sin & guilt & fear of those 
who feign would cast accusing blows
So they, themselves, could prove their worth by putting down their neighbors berth.
Our righteousness, as filthy rags, falls helplessly as sickled grass, 
Christ speaks in His dear Word.
Good News!   Not of ourselves…
But God's great love enfolds us all, if we repent and on Him call.
So Jesus… Help me please to Love them all, on bended knees the lonely, helpless, unlovely.  Those precious ones you bring my way, LOVE THEM LORD, through me today! Aug. 1980 Laverne Larsen
11.   670… “Make Me a Blessing”
Discerning False Prophets
Matthew 7:13-16  "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide & the road is easy that leads to destruction, & there are many who take it.  For the gate is narrow & the road is hard that leads to life, & there are few who find it.  "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits.”  

Matthew 24:11, 24: "Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many… false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”
Matthew 7:3-5  "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye…”

Matthew. 25:46 Jesus: “These will go away into eternal punishment but the righteous into eternal life." 

Jude 1:4:  “Certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality & deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.”
2 Corinthians  5:17: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”

Galatians 5:6: “Faith working through love.”     James 2:26:”Faith without works is dead.”

Galatians 2:16 “We Jewish Christians know that we become right with God, not by doing what the law commands, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be accepted by God because of our faith in Christ-- and not because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be saved by obeying the law."

Acts 13:39:  “Through Christ everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses.

Galatians 1:6-9: “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 

2 Peter 2:1  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

2 Corinthians 4:4 “Satan [the father of lies], the god of this evil world, has blinded the minds of those who don't believe, so they are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News that is shining upon them. They don't understand the message we preach about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 

Notes: Used & Unused
The Didache… The Lord's Teaching Through the Twelve Apostles to the Nations. 
Chapter 1. The Two Ways and the First Commandment. There are two ways, one of life and one of death, but a great difference between the two ways.
Notice that he opens and closes his explanation with the same phrase: “By their fruit you will recognize them.” The essence of a tree (what it really is) is revealed in its fruit. The word for “recognize” (other translations, “know,” epignosis) means an exact or full knowledge of. One’s fruits provide an exact, unerring knowledge of what one really is. The preacher’s fruit is evident in two categories — what he says (his doctrine) and how he lives (his moral life).

Matthew 7:13-15  13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it.  14 For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it.  15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  16 You will know them by their fruits.

Matthew 24:11, 24   11 "Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many… false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.
Habakkuk 1:1-13  2 How long, O LORD, will I call for help, And You will not hear? I cry out to You, "Violence!" Yet You do not save. 

5 "Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I am doing something in your days-- You would not believe if you were told.  6 "For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans... 1

2 Are You not from everlasting, O LORD, my God, my Holy One?  …Your eyes are too pure to approve evil; And You cannot look on wickedness with favor. Why do You look with favor On those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up Those more righteous than they? 

Habakkuk 2:1-4  “2 Then the LORD said, "Record the vision And inscribe it on tablets, That the one who reads it may run.  3 "For the vision is yet for the appointed time; It hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; For it will certainly come, it will not delay.  4 "Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; But the righteous will live by his faith.

Isaiah 66:2  "But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.

Jeremiah 14:13-15  13 But, "Ah, Lord GOD!" I said, "Look, the prophets are telling them, 'You will not see the sword nor will you have famine, but I will give you lasting peace in this place.'"  14 Then the LORD said to me, "The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.  15 "Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who are prophesying in My name, although it was not I who sent them-- yet they keep saying, 'There will be no sword or famine in this land '-- by sword and famine those prophets shall meet their end!

Jeremiah 6:14   14 "They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, 'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace.

Acts 13:6  6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus,

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. 
2 Peter 2:1  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
1 John 4:1-3  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God…
Acts 20:29-30  29 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;  30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.
1 Timothy 3:15-16  the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.  16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.
3 John 1:3-4  3 For I was very glad when brethren came and testified to your truth, that is, how you are walking in truth.  4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.
Ezekiel 22:28  28 "Her prophets have smeared whitewash for them, seeing false visions and divining lies for them, saying, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,' when the LORD has not spoken.
Galatians 1:6-9  6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!  9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!
Jude 1:3-4   3 Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.  4 For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
"By their characters a true and a false prophet shall be known." "Every  prophet that teacheth the truth, if he do not what he teacheth, is a false prophet." Didache
Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary,
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
     On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy catholic Church,
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN.
There is someone standing by my side, who looks just like a member of the Church. He is a prophet and a preacher. He looks like a Christian, he talks and acts like one. But dark powers are mysteriously at work; it was those who sent him into our midst. . . . He may even be unconscious himself of what he is doing. The devil can give him every encouragement and at the same time keeps him in the dark about his own motives.2
The lengthy, driving conclusion began in verses 13 and 14 with the Lord’s urging us to enter the narrow gate and to take the narrow road that the Sermon has prescribed. Now in verse 15 it is as if we can see our Lord Jesus Christ standing by the fork that separates the narrow and broad way and saying, as our text records, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”

The preacher’s fruit is evident in two categories — what he says (his doctrine) and how he lives (his moral life).

There is also the test of how they live — the moral test. Here we really get to the heart of the matter. The controlling realization here is that being a true Christian means there has been a radical change in the depth of the person through the grace of God. There is an awesomely deep connection between what comes out of us and what we are. The essence of the trees determines the fruit they produce.
33 Discerning False Preachers

Matthew 7:15-20

Chuck Swindoll tells the story about an unforgettable evening when a friend of his ate dog food. Contrary to what we might expect, he was not starving, nor was he being initiated into a fraternity. Rather, it happened at an elegant physician’s home near Miami. The dog food was served on delicate little crackers with a wedge of imported cheese, bacon chips, and an olive, topped with a sliver of pimento. Hors d’oeuvres a la Alpo! The deed was not perpetrated by an enemy but by a friend. (With friends like that, who needs enemies!) She had just graduated from a gourmet cooking course and decided she would put her skills to the ultimate test — and did she ever. After doctoring up those miserable morsels, she placed them on a silver tray. With a sly grin she watched them disappear. Swindoll’s friend could not get enough. He kept coming back for more. Evidently the woman’s friends were a pretty laid-back group because everyone had a good laugh when she told them what they had been eating. To each their own.

That is a perfect illustration of what goes on in another realm — namely, religious deception. Every day professional Christians, phony preachers, are marketing their wares on shiny platters decorated in such a way that people do not know what they are really getting. Their dishes are topped with the language of orthodoxy — pious religious clichés and buzzwords — and are being eagerly consumed by the tragically grateful. They even pay for it, by the millions. That should never happen, and certainly the Lord does not want it to happen. That is why as he proceeds with the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount, he gives advice to those who do not want to be led astray. The lengthy, driving conclusion began in verses 13 and 14 with the Lord’s urging us to enter the narrow gate and to take the narrow road that the Sermon has prescribed. Now in verse 15 it is as if we can see our Lord Jesus Christ standing by the fork that separates the narrow and broad way and saying, as our text records, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”

The Character of False Teachers (v. 15)

This opening line invites careful scrutiny because it tells us more than we might expect about those who would lead us astray. The most obvious thing it says is that false preachers or prophets will come. Jesus does not give false warnings. He does not put up a “wet paint” sign if there is no wet paint. His warning is based on historical reality. Israel had been subjected to a steady stream of false preachers throughout her history, and more would come in the future. Jesus, looking forward to the end of the age, said on another occasion that “many false prophets will appear and deceive many people” (Matthew 24:11). And the New Testament church was constantly assaulted by false preachers (as Paul’s farewell address to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:29-31 dramatically attests).

Jesus was crystal-clear — false preachers have and will come. Our churches will be assaulted by false preachers, and even if they withstand them, they will be assaulted again and again. We need to be prepared. We need to pray for our churches, for their leadership, that we will not come under the spell of false leaders.

Along with the statement that false preachers will come is a more positive one — that false preachers can be distinguished from genuine ones. Without contradicting his injunctions not to be judgmental and censorious (Matthew 7:1-5), Jesus encourages us to make clear distinctions regarding our preachers. In fact, he commands us to do so!

These are significant matters, but perhaps the most important thing he tells us in verse 15 is that the false prophets are those who “come to you in sheep’s clothing.” In other words, they look just like sheep. These false prophets, false preachers, are not your standard heretics. The most blatant obvious false preachers, whether tele-evangelists promising pie-in-the-sky now or whatever, are not what Jesus has in mind here. Jesus’ language demands that we understand that these false teachers and their teaching are extremely subtle, as deceptive and subtle as the hostess and her Alpo hors d’oeuvres.

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones says:

The picture we need to have in our minds, therefore, should rather be this. The false prophet is a man who comes to us, and who at first has the appearance of being everything that could be desired. He is nice and pleasing and pleasant; he appears to be thoroughly Christian, and seems to say the right things. His teaching in general is quite all right and he uses many terms that should be used and employed by a true Christian teacher. He talks about God, he seems to be saying everything that a Christian should say. He is obviously in sheep’s clothing, and his way of living seems to correspond. So, you do not suspect that there is anything wrong at all; there is nothing that at once attracts your attention or arouses your suspicions, nothing glaringly wrong.1
Dietrich Bonhoeffer adds:

There is someone standing by my side, who looks just like a member of the Church. He is a prophet and a preacher. He looks like a Christian, he talks and acts like one. But dark powers are mysteriously at work; it was those who sent him into our midst. . . . He may even be unconscious himself of what he is doing. The devil can give him every encouragement and at the same time keeps him in the dark about his own motives.2
Though there is nothing apparently wrong with this messenger, there are things that are subtly wrong — terribly wrong. In terms suggested by the immediate preceding context of the Sermon on the Mount, there is no narrow gate in his message. This man’s preaching is all right in that he says nothing that is untrue. The problem stems from what he does not say. He says many right things, but he also leaves out some indispensable points of belief. And that makes him exceedingly dangerous. He is truly a wolf “in sheep’s clothing.” His preaching also has another telltale characteristic — he says nothing that is offensive to the natural man. His message comforts and soothes and never warns of judgment. He wants everyone to speak well of him. He is like the false prophets in Jeremiah’s time of whom the prophet said, “They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14; cf. 8:11). They speak, according to Isaiah, “smooth things” and “prophesy illusions” (Isaiah 30:10, rsv). There is nothing to make anyone uneasy, but rather only things that make people feel good, content, and falsely assured. They characterize anyone who preaches otherwise as negative.

The result of such preachers’ work is disastrous. Jesus says they are “ferocious wolves” — a horrific title! They are a shepherd’s  and the Shepherd’s — nightmare. They would destroy every sheep in the flock if undetected.

If false preachers came into most evangelical churches as blatant heretics, they would be banged over the head with Bibles and sent packing. But when they come with all the right language, credentials, and culture, they deceive the unwary elect.

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)

Jesus commands us to be on our guard. “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ferocious wolves.”

Testing the Messengers (vv. 16-20)

Having given us his warnings, Jesus now tells us what tests to apply. He uses the classic Semitic way of phrasing an important principle, giving it both a negative and positive expression:

“By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.” (vv. 16-20)

Notice that he opens and closes his explanation with the same phrase: “By their fruit you will recognize them.” The essence of a tree (what it really is) is revealed in its fruit. The word for “recognize” (other translations, “know,” epignosis) means an exact or full knowledge of. One’s fruits provide an exact, unerring knowledge of what one really is. The preacher’s fruit is evident in two categories — what he says (his doctrine) and how he lives (his moral life).

I would like to suggest four doctrinal tests. First, the false prophet avoids preaching on such things as the holiness, righteousness, justice, and wrath of God. He never says he does not believe these truths. He just does not mention them, except in passing or to give his prayers a more ecclesiastical ring. Any exposition of these truths would be disconcerting, especially to the nonbelievers in his congregation. So he avoids them, and his people are ignorant of these essential doctrines. The main emphasis of his preaching is God’s love, which he fails to keep in balance with God’s justice or wrath.

Second, he avoids preaching on the doctrine of the final judgment. In this regard, two of America’s most flourishing cults  the Mormons and the Jehovah’s Witnesses — reject the Biblical doctrine of Hell in favor of a less stringent and less offensive approach.

Third, false prophets fail to emphasize the fallenness and depravity of mankind. The truths that man is sinful to the very core of his being and that he cannot save himself are consciously avoided. I once heard a prominent clergyman say he never preached on sin because people already know they are sinners (a very questionable premise!). What they need, he said, is to be built up, to be made to see their potential. He said he never used the word sin in his preaching. Prophets like this do not actually believe the Biblical assessment of man’s predicament. We preach what we believe. If we do not preach it, it is because we do not believe it.

Fourth, false prophets de-emphasize the substitutionary death and atonement of Christ. They may talk about Christ’s death on the cross, but they do not have the vicarious, substitutionary atonement in view. They may sentimentalize about it, they even sing about it, but they do not believe it. A prime example of this is Sir John Bowring, author of the magnificent hymn, “In the Cross of Christ I Glory.” He was an English Unitarian and Utilitarian. He was hardly a believer in the Atonement.

False prophets talk about God. They wax eloquent on Jesus and even talk about his death on the cross. Many do not see them as heretics. They are likable — truly nice people — pleasant to be around. Sometimes churches grow under their ministries, but the following years are tragic, bringing a sea of unbelieving children and empty pews.

So much for the test of what they teach. There is also the test of how they live — the moral test. Here we really get to the heart of the matter.

The controlling realization here is that being a true Christian means there has been a radical change in the depth of the person through the grace of God. There is an awesomely deep connection between what comes out of us and what we are. The essence of the trees determines the fruit they produce. False prophets encourage us to try to make ourselves Christians by adding something to our lives instead of becoming something new, and their work never quite rings true. A wolf can wear sheep’s clothing, but it cannot grow a sheep’s coat. It is possible to put grapes on thorns, and figs on thistles, but they cannot grow there. It is possible to subscribe to the qualities of the Beatitudes, and yet never truly own them from within. But appearances can only be kept up for so long. Time will reveal the true nature of the fruit. Sooner or later we will know where a man stands. Believers are not to involve themselves in inquisitions or censorious judgment, but they must recognize the verdict of God when it comes, and they must be discerning, obeying Jesus’ command to “watch out for false prophets.”

True believers have been radically altered, and though they are far from perfection and often stumble and backslide, they do manifest the character of God’s kingdom. There is a true ring to their poverty of spirit, their thirst after righteousness, their mercy, and their being peacemakers. They also show the fruit of the Spirit — “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22, 23). Believers slip and stumble, but their fruit is real, flowing from their inner beings “as milk from the mother.”3
Today whole groups of people are being served things they would never consciously eat, for the silver trays and attractive garnishes have them completely fooled. Here at the end of his great sermon, Jesus is warning his followers not to be superficial in evaluating prophets and preachers. Does what these prophets and preachers say measure up? What are they leaving out? Does how they live measure up? These are important tests, because false preachers are coming and are already here.

Our Lord’s words warn us not to be superficial regarding our own lives. Sheep, is the fleece you are wearing really yours? Did you really grow it, or is it just a uniform? Trees, what kind of fruit are you bearing? Is the fruit really yours? Does it really come from the life within, or is it just so many ornaments?

Jones's Victims Were From Our Churches

What led them to the Temple?

It will take years to unravel the mystery of Jonestown. There are no statistics gathered about the people who were brainwashed and deceived by "the Reverend Jim Jones." There are no rec​ords available to us giving names, addresses, and personality profiles of those who came to People's Temple Christian Church and stayed to die. The puzzle must be assembled piece by piece from the handful of surviving defectors and rela​tives of the dead.

I asked each of my subjects to describe his reli​gious background, hoping to prove that the con​verts to Jones's false version of the Christian faith might not have been deceived—if they had been exposed to some version of true Christian faith when they were children. After all, we Christians spend a lot of time and money on the Christian education of our children. Seldom do we have a chance like this one to see if it makes a difference.

They Were Exposed to Christian Truth as Children

It was in a long interview with Tim Stoen in a back room of the house on Regent Street that I got my first answer to that question. Tim was once the second most powerful man in People's Temple. Tim has a law degree from Stanford Uni​versity and served as an Assistant District Attor​ney for San Francisco, until he resigned to go to Jonestown in 1977. Tim defected from the cult last year and worked tirelessly, until that awful Saturday in November, to get his son John Vic​tor, age six, away from Jones and the jungle. Ac​cording to eyewitness accounts, little "John-John" was found dead beside Jones's body.

'Could a strong Christian background have made the difference? If Tim Stoen had been ex​posed to Christian education from his childhood, could this tragedy have been averted in his life and in the life of his family? Tim answered my question without hesitating:

"I was raised in a Christian home," he told me. "My parents were fundamentalists, members of the General Association of Regular Baptists [GARB]. I went to Sunday school and church all my young life. I attended Wheaton College [a leading evangelical Christian college in Illinois] and was involved in student leadership. When I moved to California, I joined and attended regu​larly the First Presbyterian Church in Berkeley. For two years I was the president of their Corinthians, a business and professional young-adult group. I admired and respected their evangelical yet socially concerned pastoral staff. I was at​tending First Presbyterian and the People's Tem​ple, until I joined Jim Jones's staff in Ukiah."

Jean Mills, for seven years a member of the Temple, one of Jones's writers and a member of the Planning Commission, attended a Seventh Day Adventist Sabbath school. "I attended or taught in my church's Christian education pro​gram from my childhood," she told me. "When I was eighteen years old, I was the leader of the Pathfinders Club, which had over fifty kids in it; and I had twenty-two adults working under me. I could give you an answer from the Bible for any question. I knew the Bible backward and for​ward. At one point in my life, the minister tried to send me to college to become his Bible worker. I was very dedicated to the church."

Catholic education didn't fare any better than its Protestant counterpart did. Grace Stoen grew up in a Catholic home, attended parochial schools, and went to weekly catechism for ten years in San Francisco; yet for five years Grace headed the Temple's 120 counselors and at the Wednesday-night family meetings passed on to Jones the names of Temple members to be disciplined that week. Bryan Bouquet, who died in Jamestown, allegedly told Congressman Ryan before his death, “The next time I see my mother I want it to be down the barrel of a rifle." Yet Bryan Bouquet, before being brainwashed by Jones, attended Catholic schools through the eighth grade. Al Mills, another member of the Temple's Planning Commission, grew up in Catholic schools, lived in a convent school for a year and a half when he was a child, and in adult life served as chairman for a Council of Churches commission.

I found religious background in everyone I interviewed. Wayne Pietila was a member of the People's Temple for seven years. He had served on the powerful Planning Commission of the cult and had acted as Jones's private bodyguard and driver. Yet Wayne grew up in Nazarene Sunday schools. Lena, his wife and longtime member of the cult, grew ,up in a charismatic church and at​tended Sunday school and church regularly. Bonnie Thielmann, for six years a member of the Temple, was the daughter of Assembly of God missionaries to Brazil and attended Bethany Col​lege, a Lutheran school in Minnesota. Carolyn Moore was president of her Methodist Youth Fel​lowship group. She and her sister, Annie, were both children of a Methodist minister; yet the Moore sisters served as intimate Jones aides, and both died in Guyana. Maria Katsaris, another of Jones's aides and mistresses, was -the daughter of a former Greek Orthodox priest.

Once it had been established that all my sub​jects had at least some exposure to Christian truth when they were children, and many of them had taken responsible adult roles in Catholic and Protestant churches as well, the obvious next question was "What went wrong?" Why did these people give up the Christianity of their childhood for Jones and the People's Temple?

As I talked to these Temple defectors, it be​came apparent that their dissatisfaction with their Christian past revolved around two major themes. First, the Christian people in their experience didn't seem to love each other inside the church. And second, Christian people didn't seem to love the needy outside the church.

They Didn't Feel Love in Our Churches

Jeannie Mills expressed what I heard in differ​ent ways from so many ex-Temple members. Her disillusionment began at a time of crisis in her life when her church—out of firmly held convictions—failed to give her the support she needed. It continued as she vainly sought warmth and acceptance in other churches. But here is her story:

For fifteen years Jeannie worked hard in her church as a teacher and in other volunteer capacities. She had struggled in the early years of her marriage to help put her husband through Bible school, so that he might become a minister in their denomination. When she was twenty-nine her marriage failed. Jeannie and her first husband were divorced.  Eventually, she expressed her desire to remarry - and so began her journey to the People's Temple.

"The church fathers called me and suggested that they understood how these things go, but by the rules of the church the first person to remarry was committing adultery; and that I could save everybody a great deal of embarrassment if I would just quietly withdraw my membership from the church. This left me without a church. I was very concerned about my children's souls. I still sent them to Christian schools, and I asked my mother if she was still praying and to please pray for the souls of my children. But I felt so alone.

"Then I got to thinking: when I was in the church where we were all going to heaven, we hardly talked to each other on earth. How is it that when we hit heaven, in a twinkling of an eye, everything will change? Will everybody start lov​ing and caring up there? Or, in heaven am I still going to feel like an outcast—like I'm never really good enough?

"After they asked me to leave the church, I went to churches—all kinds of different churches. And in every church maybe the minister would say hello to me, if I stood in line. In some churches, maybe a deaconess or a greeter would come up and welcome me. Sometimes​ maybe—someone would share a hymnal with me, but when I left the service that was it. It was as though I had entered somebody else's sacred do​main, and if I worked really hard—if I went back again and again and again—maybe I would find a church family there; but I didn't have the energy to try.

"I was so turned off in every church I went to because nobody cared; nobody cared that I, a human being with feelings and thoughts and emo​tions, came into their doors. And that is when I went to People's Temple. Everyone seemed so .caring and loving. They hugged us and made us welcome. So many people said they liked us and wanted us to come back. After the first service, many people sent letters. The church even sent a box of candy."

,Grace Stoen  told me a similar story. Her mother was Mexican. Her father was Maltese. She is a beautiful, olive, collected woman. Yet the discrimination she experienced in a white parochial school in San Francisco, because she was poor and not-quite-white, made her feel unloved and uncared for in her church—and a per​fect candidate for membership in People's Tem​ple.

"I remember walking into my Catholic school, and the Irish kids would call me nigger," Grace recalled. "When I told my parents, they told me not to listen to them. My mother was a Mexican, and all her life she had been told that Mexicans were dirty and that they were no good. So she worked doubly hard to make sure that we had neat, clean uniforms. But one day when I was in the second grade, I played kickball on the way to parochial school and my shoes got scuffed. A nun made me stand in front of the class and proceeded to humiliate me. She said I was filthy, and why would I come to school like that?

"We lived on the fringe of a very rich parish. The rich and the white were always favored. Once in the second grade they expected us kids to bring envelopes with money in them. We didn't have any money, but they still asked me why I didn't put any money in the envelope. I was in the second grade and being put up for not having money in my envelope.

"Money was all they talked about. They wanted people to give fifty dollars. They had plaques on the wall saying who had given five hundred dollars and who had given one thousand dollars. When I was eighteen I still didn't have five hundred dollars, but I finally realized why it was that there were all those special memorials for the people who gave money, but nobody ever befriended me. I had spent ten years of my life in that church, one day a week, and I never knew anybody. I just saw all these family cliques and the strong white Irish thing. So I quit.

"When I went to People's Temple they still weren't taking any offerings. I'll never forget see​ing all the races, black and white together. You always heard it couldn't be done, that they could never get along, yet at the Temple there were educated people and illiterate. There were middle class people and poor people. There was everything there, and I was really touched by the warmness of the people. You didn't see people whispering—you know—talking about other people. Everybody was open armed and getting to know one another, and I felt like my heart was just taken by those beautiful people."

They Didn't Feel Our Churches Cared for the Needy

Al Mills, a chemical technician for Standard Oil for seventeen years, remembers joining his wife's Disciples of Christ Church. "They were building a new church," he told me. "Everyone worked on this big evangelism program, trying to go out and get new members because we had this big debt. It was a large church, and they needed a lot of people to pay the bills, but their program didn't include very much of what Jesus was doing—you know—helping the poor and stuff like that. They were helping themselves.

"So I got involved in a social-action depart​ment of the church. There were only a few people that were really interested in social change. No​body really wanted to do anything. They were happy to listen to your message and thought you did a beautiful job of giving a speech; but as far as taking the time to write a letter to a congressman or to take on some worthy cause, they couldn’t get out and do anything. They were good listeners – at least I thought they were good listeners – they must have been asleep. "Later I became chairman of the social-action department of the Council of Churches in West -Contra Costa County. We worked on an open-housing covenant, which was to allow people the opportunity to sign a covenant saying they would accept people into their neighborhood regardless of race, color, or creed. I brought the covenant to my church and only asked that they prayerfully consider signing it. They wouldn't even prayer​fully consider it!

"So I joined Jones. He was able to get people to do anything. A lot of people came to Jones out of his social-change program to make this a better world to live in. He was able to get his whole congregation to demonstrate for an issue or write letters against a bill that would be harmful to the poor. And I thought, Now, this is the type of man that seems to be able to do the things that I had hoped to do but could not, because alone I felt so helpless. "

Like Al Mills, Tim Stoen's concern for the poor and the discriminated against helped lead him from a Presbyterian church to the People's Tem​ple.

"I was working to make my church more so​cially responsible, and yet I drove a Porsche and lived a very capitalistic life-style. I felt more and more uneasy about the bridge between the rich and the poor. I saw myself as privileged. I would hear a sermon about a Christian's responsibility for the poor, and then see all the poor blacks on Fillmore Street and wonder why should this gap between us be allowed. It was wrong that there should be inequality in our society. Everybody was talking but nobody was willing to sacrifice. Nobody was willing to take ridicule. So I started looking for a cause, a community to answer these questions. I was willing to do anything to create a utopian community based on equality. That's when I found Jim Jones."

Although Wayne Pietila had "a very religious mother" and "grew up in Nazarene Sunday schools," he felt he had "no direction and no goals" when he first visited People's Temple in Ukiah. 

"I was a freshman in high school," he told me. "I had already been in trouble with the law for burglary and was running with a rough crowd at school. I was on probation and even so was starting into drugs when I went to People's Tem​ple. Jones gave me direction. He gave me goals. We were a family.

"My church in Ukiah didn't offer much for kids in those days, and so a lot of us quit going. But at People's Temple there were a lot of teenagers. At our first meeting, we took our shoes off because they were taking care of the carpet. We sat on the floor. It was really friendly. Everybody sat to​gether. You didn't have to sit all stiff listening to somebody preach at you. You just felt loose. You could get up and move around. But when Jim Jones  came in and stood up to speak, everybody just fell quiet.

"He didn't talk a lot about religion. He talked about helping the poor and feeding the hungry. He helped us kids organize a free breakfast pro​gram. He showed us how to find a house for people, rent it, clean it up, move furniture into it and move them in. They didn't even know about People's Temple. We just did that for people, and it made me feel good."

Clare Bouquet's young son died in Jonestown. Her son's story of his conversion to Jones is simi​lar to Wayne's story. 

"Bryan never rejected our church; I can't say that he ever said he hated the church or anything like that. He just kind of drifted away, stopped attending mass, and the next thing I knew he was with Jim Jones.

"One day he came home, collected all his stuff and moved to the People's Temple in Ukiah. He was in Los Angeles for about a year after the church moved from Northern California. Then one day he appeared at home again and said, 'I think I'm going to Guyana.' 

"I said, 'Oh, dear God. Bryan, please, honey, don't go down there.' I begged him.

"He said, 'Mom, you mean you are so selfish?'

"I was trying to think of excuses to give him other than the fact that I thought Jim Jones was a crook.

"I said, 'Well, honey, I would really miss you at Christmastime.' I was grabbing at straws.

"And he said, 'You mean you are so selfish that you would want me to give up this opportunity of

a lifetime to work in this beautiful paradise be​cause you would miss me at Christmas?'

"'And I thought, Boy, did I blow that one. But then I asked him to promise me that he wouldn't go without saying good-bye. So he promised. `Oh, Mom, I would never do that.' "

One day Bryan Bouquet disappeared into the Guyanese jungle. Clare Bouquet never stopped trying to make contact with 'him and to get him back. She even flew to Guyana with Con​gressman Ryan and was in Georgetown when she heard the terrible news.

Sherwin Harris was also in Georgetown that night trying to get his daughter, LeAnn, out of the cult. His wife, Linda Sharon Amos, his daughter, LeAnn, and his two stepdaughters all died in Georgetown. Guyanese police are still trying to determine if the women's throats were slit by their own hand or by the hand of another cultist.

Linda Sharon Amos came from a Jewish home. But when I asked her husband about this appar​ent failure of Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish re​ligions in the Jonestown tragedy, he saw it differ​ently.

"You ask about a failure of religion," he said, and at some level there was. But on the other hand, Jones continuously pandered to the peo​ple's sense of altruism and higher ideals instilled in them by the very religions they rejected. He didn’t go around religious truth or experience He told them they were creating a brave new world. He told them they were the true believers doing true good. And when they had to do horrible

things, he explained that these horrible things .they did were necessary for the greater good of all. He used the religious message to his own ends. He played upon the very sensitivities in​stilled in those people by their churches; and by the time people realized where they had gone

astray, it was too late."

Looking back on Jones's techniques, Grace then reflected, "He took advantage of people who felt unloved and in need. They were either in college or in some transition like divorce or being widowed. Or they were poor with five children or old and on welfare. They would walk into the Temple and five people would immediately step forward to take care of their needs. They would get you a place to live. They would buy you food. They would take care of you in practical ways."

Al Mills added, "Jones promised that kind of care for life. He claimed he would provide every​thing we needed. Our children would be sent to college. We would always have medical care. We would never go hungry. He promised the people everything."

Several subjects quoted Jones as saying, "Other churches talk about helping people. I am going to do it." This practical caring was good news to people who saw their home churches as uncaring, even cruel. And so the majority of those who came to Jones were the needy ones: the poor, the discriminated against, the unloved; while the minority of his followers were middle-class, privileged, and joined Jones not out of need - but out of need to help the needy. They left their churches and joined the People's Temple because they wanted a chance to love others in practical, effective ways not provided by the churches they knew.

So they came to Jones from our churches. He provided a warm and caring community to those in need who felt rejected by the churches of their past. And for those who felt their churches were uninterested in the poor and disadvantaged, he provided a program for social change. It was a mutually beneficial arrangement. Those who wanted to change the world got their workers, and the workers got their board and room. And Jones led them all to the land of promise, and from the land of promise—into death.
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