TRINITY  TIDINGS

June/July  2009

                                                          From the Pastor

Hi Family,


Welcome to summertime… “when the living is easy!” I hope that each of you will find some time to let down and unwind. Many of you have served our Lord so very faithfully in the ministries of our (His) church. 

No one can go full-steam all the time. I pray that in the presence of Jesus, you can lie down in green pastures, be led beside still waters, and experience a restoration of your soul.


As you think of your summer, I’d like to point you in an unexpected direction wherein I have been experiencing much of the above. As C.S. Lewis put it, I have been “Surprised by Joy!” All I ask is that you hear me out here… it will not be what you expect!


It’s called, “Facebook,” and it is found on the internet at www.facebook.com Teenagers, twenty-somethings, and thirty-somethings know all about it, and use it. I have friends who have been pointing me toward Facebook but my response was always, “I’m too old!”


Well, I’m not! Since joining Facebook a week ago, I have been reunited with long lost friends including, high school mates (1972), my first youth group (1976-78), seminary friends (1978-82), my second youth group (1983-85), and my third youth group (1986-88). I’ve even been on some of the sights of our own members! Honestly, many of these are people I thought I’d lost forever. But they’re back! And of all things I find myself thanking God for Facebook! Here is a great tool to rediscover and rebuild tens if not hundreds of relationships! Like anything else, Facebook can be misused. Followers of Christ need to be sure that all the writings and pictures on one’s page are pleasing to their Lord. But Facebook can also be used as a powerful tool for the Gospel. 

If you need help getting into Facebook, ask someone under 40! And then begin reconnecting! It doesn’t cost any money, and it might just transform your summer! Sounds like something Jesus would approve of, doesn’t it?


                                                                                       God bless you Family,


                                                                                       Pastor Gene

________________________________________________________________________

      Annual Conference offering will be received June 7, 2009

At the request of Florida Bishop Timothy W. Whitaker, Trinity United Methodist Church of Palatka will be receiving a special offering from its members on June 7, 2009.  Any amounts donated for the Annual Conference Offering will be taken to the Annual Conference in Daytona Beach on June 11, 2009 by our conference lay delegate.  Bishop Whitaker writes the following regarding the offering.

“For several years now, a significant portion of our annual conference offering has gone to the support of our United Methodist brothers and sisters in East Angola, Africa, helping them rebuild following decades of civil war that left their nation decimated.  Because of your gifts, some wonderful things have already happened – signs of hope that bring encouragement for a promising future.  For example, the reconstruction at Quessua, the heartbeat of Methodism in Angola, has included the completion of the sanctuary, the theological school and the parsonage. Your offerings from 2008 also helped welcome the first class of students back to the theology school in this past year, making the education of new leaders possible.

This year, recognizing that we are at a moment in time when God can achieve great things through the ministry of The United Methodist Church in East Angola, 100 percent of the annual conference offering will go toward initiatives that are a part of our partnership.  These monies will strengthen the church in East Angola by developing leadership for the future, providing funding for education at the School of Theology and the Colegio.  Your offerings will also strengthen our partnership by enabling the Florida Conference to send Armando and Icel Rodriguez as missioners to Angola for the 2009-2010 conference year, and by providing grants to churches to assist them in traveling to East Angola to build relationships with partner churches.  While in East Angola, Armando will serve as a faculty member at the theology school on the ground of Quessua.  Icel will be involved in ministry with children, as well as coordinating visits from Florida Conference churches to Angola.”

Please pray for this effort.  Mark any donation as Annual Conference offering and bring it to a worship service no later than June 7, 2009.

_______________________________________________________________________
KIDS’ KLUB CORNER
     Kids’ Klub has been blessed with some very special teachers which we are very grateful for their commitment and love of the Lord.  Carsyn shares that in Mr. Bob’s class there are games and worksheets.  She really likes the people and the teacher.  They play games where you answer question about the Bible and what they have studied that day.  She likes learning about the Bible and drawing the people they have learned about.  Mr. Bob teaches third and fourth grade and is always looking for more children to share God’s word with.  Kids’ Klub is a great place to be on Wednesday afternoons.  We have lots of fun learning about Jesus.  We hope that if you are between the ages of three and fourth grade that you will join us on Wednesday’s from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Dinner is served each Wednesday.

     Summer is fast approaching and Kids’ Klub is looking forward to having a great time each Wednesday afternoon from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

            Upcoming Events:

June 10th

Pool party at Mrs. Maureen’s

June 17th

Prepare for Father’s Day

June 21st

Singing on Sunday morning to our Fathers

June 24th

Fire truck

July 8th


Annual “Senior Dinner”

July 15th

NO Kids’ Klub Wednesday night meeting

July 16th

St. Augustine for Putt Putt

August 5th

NO Kids’ Klub Wednesday night meeting

August 8th

Annual Kids’ Klub Retreat

August 13th

Gone Fishing

August 19th

Parent Night/Promotion

We are looking forward to seeing you on Wednesdays.  Come learn and enjoy all the things that God has blessed us with.  God Bless!      The Kids’ Klub Team
_____________________________________________________________________
YOUTH  NEWS

All 5th through 7th grade youth are invited to meet with us this summer for some exciting activities.  Our regular meeting time is 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. on Wednesdays.  Check out our summer schedule below:

June Activities 




August Activities
  3rd
- Out to eat




  8th
- Garage Sale 
10th
- Scrapbook




Youth Week – August 10-16
17th
- Working on Father’s Day


10th
- Bowling
24th
- Fishing/Picnic



11th
- Pool Party

28th
- Car Wash




12th
- Putt Putt







13th
- Movie
July Activities 




14th
- Progressive Dinner
  1st
- Regular meeting



15th
- Scavenger Hunt/Practice
  8th
- Senior Dinner




  for Sunday service
15th
- NO MEETING



16th
- Youth Sunday
16th
- Wild Waters




Note: incoming 5th - 12th graders
22nd
- Picnic in the Ravines


           are invited to Youth Week
29th
- Town Center (shopping & lunch)



   leave at 10 a.m. from church

19th
- Parent Night
________________________________________________________________________
                                             UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

       2009 School of Christian Mission

July 21-24 (week)    July 24-26 (weekend)

            Florida Southern College

               Lakeland, Florida

The theme this year is “Together at the Table.”  Three studies will be offered for adults:  Food and Faith; Giving our Hearts Away: Native American Survival; The Beauty and Courage of Sudan: Why a Dream of Peace is Possible.  There are also youth and children’s classes available.  If you are interested in attending contact the church office for registration forms and more information.
                               _________________________________________

CONGRATULATIONS to Frances McKenzie, recipient of the 2009 UMW Special Mission Pin.  This well deserved honor was presented during the annual Mother/Daughter Banquet on May 8.

Ruth Fellowship Circle will enjoy an end of the year luncheon on Tuesday, June 2, at 11:30 a.m. at Corky Bell’s restaurant in East Palatka.  Meet at the church by 11:15 a.m. to car pool.  All ladies are invited.
Share & Care Circle will meet at the church at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 11, to carpool to St. Augustine for dinner at Carrabba’s restaurant.
Wesley Ann Circle will enjoy an end of the year dinner meeting in June – place, time and date to be announced later.
                               - Circles will NOT meet during July and August –

________________________________________________________________________

CIRCLE OF CONCERN – Those needing our prayers during May:

Carrie Burley

Joan McCraney
Lois Gibbins

Bob Hayes

Kathy Baker

Jean Mullis

Wendy Underwood
Abby Larsen

Lois Reed

Tommy Byrum
Trudy Byrum

Jayne Moran

Pastor Peggy Hock
Jennifer Ferguson
Alice Nesbitt

Susan Player

Mitchell Rose

Betty Ryals

Doris Fridy

Helen Nall

Rob Couk

Harry Phipps

Rita Higgins

Cathy Medlock

Connie Rotkin 
Joseph Smith

Those in the nursing homes and our shut-ins; The Children at the Methodist Children’s Home; our Nation’s leaders and military; your Pastoral family and your Church.

________________________________________________________________________

STEWARDSHIP REPORT (Through 5/17/09)

Total Budget



$203,038.00
Unbudgeted Contributions
Estimated needed to date

    81,996.12
Kids’ Klub

       $1648.00

Received to date


    84,384.15
Trinity Youth Ministry              1300.00

Percent of “needed to date”



Children’s Home
           625.80

   That has been collected

      102.91%
Scholarship Fund
           375.00

Percent of Year that is Complete
        40.38%
Cuba Covenant                         570.37

Percent of Yearly Contributions that


UMYF                                          50.00

   Have been received


        41.56%
Palatka Christian Serv. Center  200.25
______________________________________________________________________
ON GOING PROJECTS

We continue to accept donations for several local ministries:  Heart of Putnam Food Pantry – you may place your donations of non-perishable food in the grocery cart in the narthex.  Lee Conlee House – donations of cleaning products, linens, office supplies and personal items including diapers may be placed in the appropriate box in the narthex.  River Breeze Elementary School – new underwear and nearly new or new jackets for the children.  There is a box marked River Breeze Elementary in the narthex.  Thank you for your generosity.

________________________________________________________________________
Accountability Questions 



At what moment did you feel closest to Christ?



At what moment did you feel you were responding to Christ?



At what moment did you feel God’s call to be His disciple?



When was your faith tested this week through failure?



Where did you participate in being the Church this week?



Where did you feel the heart beat of Christ?

_______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                              Thanks



Dear Church Family & Son Seekers Sunday School Class,




Thank you!  Thank you so much for throwing me a (bridal) shower




and for all the wonderful gifts.  It was awfully sweet of everyone.




                                                    Thank You,  Chelsea Foster

________________________________________________________________________

DID  YOU  KNOW ???

Samantha Vining is one of Putnam 

County’s Top 50 Scholars for 2009.

Congratulations!!

Finance Committee meets on Thursday, June 18, at 6 p.m. in the Bride’s Room

Administrative Council meets on Thursday, June 18, at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Florida Annual Conference is June 10 – 13, 2009 – Our delegates are Pastor Gene and Gary Simpson.  Please pray for our delegates and our conference as they will be making very important decisions concerning our United Methodist Church.
         Next Combined Worship Service will be Sunday, June 21, Father’s Day

                    Worship Service – 10:30 a.m.,  Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.

Altar Flowers – June
  7th
- Ryals
14th
- Hancock
21st
- Reid
28th
- Mullis
                                      June 2009 Events
Tuesday, June 2
- Ruth Circle Lunch – 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, June 7
- Holy Communion




- Mission Group – 12:15 p.m.
Thursday, June 11
- UMM Dinner Meeting – 6 p.m.

                                 
- Share & Care Circle – 5:30 p.m.

Friday, June 12
- SLA Incubator Group – 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, June 14
- Emmaus Group – 12:15 p.m.

Tuesday, June 16
- Trustees – 6 p.m.

Thursday, June 18
- Finance Committee – 6 p.m.




- Ad Council – 7 p.m.

Saturday, June 20
- SLA Incubator Group – 8:30 a.m.

Sunday, June 21
-  Father’s Day – One Worship 

                                       Service – 10:30 a.m.  S.S 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, June 28
- SLA Pilot Group – 12:15 p.m.

For Youth & Kids’ Klub Activities see their pages in this 

Newsletter
June Birthdays
  1st
- Gene Maddox

  2nd
- Tyler West

  3rd
- Platt Drew


- Kasey Keller

  5th
- Alice Ryals

  6th
- Peggy Hock


- Jo Dunn

11th
- June Jones

12th
- Betty Fales

13th
- Jena Jo Watts

15th
- Travis Allen


- Tammy Corbett

17th
- Linda Echols

18th
- Alma Hancock

19th
- Rob Couk


- Frank Walston

21st
- Noah Larsen


- Lois Pierce

22nd
- Chandler Huskey


- Colton Peterson

23rd
- Dana Saunders


- Kyley Hillegas

24th
- Nicole Larsen

25th
- Greg Boyette

26th
- Amber Fegter


- Noah Fegter

27th
- Theresa Cromer

- William Hayes

29th
- Bobby Reid

30th
- Jo Frances Revels

June Anniversaries
  5th
- Wayne & Vicki Hare

  7th
- Chip & Teri Dew

  8th
- Lee & Alice Ryals – 40 years

- Tim & Paula Simmons

12th
- Bob & Jeanine Mauldin – 50 years
15th
- Gary & Brenda Simpson

18th
- Tracy & Wendy Underwood
19th
- Beryl & Pamelia Peterson 
23rd
- Greg & Marsha Peacock

27th
- Joe & Sydney Breton

29th
- Edwin & Rachel Reid – 54 years
Altar Flowers – July
  5th
- Strickland

12th
- DuTour
19th
- OPEN
26th
- Ryals
                                July 2009 Events
Saturday, July 4
- Independence Day

Sunday, July 5
- Holy Communion




- Mission Group – 12:15 p.m.

Sunday, July 12
- Emmaus Group – 12:15 p.m.

Sunday, July 26
- SLA Pilot Group – 12:15 p.m.

For Youth & Kids’ Klub Activities see their pages in 
this Newsletter
July Birthdays

  2nd
- Gregory Heath


- Nicholas Peacock


- Harry Strickland


- Gail West

  5th
- Sara Dew


- Tom Moore

  6th
- Ray Brower

  7th
- Jayne Moran

  8th
- Alicia Hawkins

  9th
- Anna Rose Larsen

12th
- Charles Alford


- Sydney Breton


- Gil Cahan


- Mallet McNeill

14th
- Mason McNeill

16th
- Dana McNeill

17th
- Stan Browning

19th
- Larry Cahan

24th
- Kevin Ryals


- Edward Schmidt

25th
- Wayne Hare

26th
- Thomas Boyette


- Greg Larsen


- Brenda Simpson

28th
- Carrie Burley


- Lisa Burnett

30th
- Marlene Drew

31st
- Erica Charles


- Bonnie Trauerman

July Anniversaries

  2nd
- Greg & Avonda Larsen

  6th
- Howard & Tammi Carnes

  7th
- Ken & Linda Echols

  9th
- Joe & Betty Fales


- Bill & Joyce Snyder

15th
- David & Pat Sullivan

16th
- Gene & Leslie Maddox

21st
- Gary & Carolyn Armstrong

22nd
- Jack & Brenda Newport

24th
- Jason & Jessica Gross

28th
- Charles & Barbara Hunter

31st
- Lee & Gail West
