TRINITY  TIDINGS
March 2010

From the Pastor

Greetings Family,
	Together, this Lent, may we travel with Jesus to Jerusalem, His Cross, and finally His Empty Tomb.
We travel because we are pilgrims on a journey, ultimately to the New Jerusalem. There, as Christ’s bride, His Church, we will be united with Christ, our Bridegroom King. As the hymn writer wrote, we’re “marching to Zion, that beautiful city of God.” 
We journey as broken people – all of us - who are being made whole… but not yet!  And His Church will one day be without spot or wrinkle… but not yet! We know what we are called to be, we know what by God's grace we can be and will one day be… but not yet! Unfortunately, this “not yet” part of the journey becomes a reason for some people to lose hope and become bitter and/or withdraw from the Church.  And all of us have asked this question from time to time: “Why can’t/ won’t the Church be more like Christ?” 
Below is a poem by Carlo Carretto. It won’t answer all our questions or frustrations, but it does give a fuller, truer picture of the Church than we often see. As we journey with Jesus, to Jerusalem, I pray that we will be encouraged by these words. You might even want to share them with someone who has chosen to cease attending church.  For when it comes right down to it, where else is there to go?

May God bless us and make us blessings,

Pastor Gene

How baffling you are, oh Church, and yet how I love you!
You have made me suffer, and yet how much I owe you!
I should like to see you destroyed and yet I need your presence.
You have given me so much scandal and 
yet you have made me understand sanctity.
I have seen nothing in the world more devoted to obscurity, 
more compromised, more false, 
and I have touched nothing more pure, more generous, more beautiful.
How often I have wanted to shut the doors of my soul in your face, 
and how often I have prayed to die in the safety of your arms.
No, I cannot free myself from you, because I am you, although not completely.
And where should I go? 
Carlo Carretto, The God Who Comes







Lenten Services

Beginning Thursday, February 25, Trinity will celebrate the Lenten season with a series of 30 minute devotions at 6:30 p.m. based on “Thus Shalt Thou Serve” by C. W. Slemming.  The services will be led by our Sunday School classes.  We will meet in the sanctuary.  The schedule is as follows:

Thursday, Feb. 25	6:30-7:00	Feast of Firstfruits	Joy & Share Sunday School Class

Thursday, Mar. 4	6:30-7:00	Feast of Pentecost	Selah Sunday School Class

Thursday, Mar. 11	6:30-7:00	Feast of Trumpets	Son Seekers Sunday School Class

Thursday, Mar. 18	6:00-7:00	“Christ in the Passover”        Jews for Jesus

Thursday, Mar. 25	6:30-7:00	“Day of Atonement”	Truth Seekers Sunday School Class

Thursday, Apr. 1	6:00-7:00	“Feast of Tabernacles”           Marlin Bechanan
					 (Maundy Thursday)	               (Lay Leader)
______________________________________________________________________________

United Methodist Women

Share & Care Circle will NOT meet this month due to the weekly Lenten Services on Thursdays.

Ruth Fellowship Circle will meet on Tuesday, March 9, in fellowship hall.  All ladies are invited.  The meeting will begin with a continental breakfast at 9:30 a.m.  Please come!

Wesley Ann Circle -  Time and date to be announced later.


HELP  NEEDED

Our Trustees need volunteers to lock up the church after the 11 a.m. worship service on Sundays. If you can help, please call Jean Moore at 325-4118.
______________________________________________________________________________







Christ in the Passover
Thursday, March 18        6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Sanctuary

Jesus’ Last Supper was actually a Jewish Passover.  Robyn Wilk of Jews for Jesus will re-create the traditional Passover service and explain how it foreshadowed Jesus’ death and resurrection in a presentation call “Christ in the Passover” at Trinity on Thursday, March 18, at 6:30 p.m.

Ms. Wilk will set a table with items traditionally used at the Passover meal and detail their spiritual significance.  She will also explain the connection between the events of the first Passover in Egypt and the redemption that Jesus accomplished, as well as the deep bond between the ancient Passover feast and the Christian communion celebration today.

Jews for Jesus has presented “Christ in the Passover” at over 38,000 churches.  It has been enthusiastically received by Christians who appreciate learning more about the Jewish backgrounds of their faith.  Moishe Rosen, who founded Jews for Jesus in 1973, has also co-written the book, Christ in the Passover, with his wife, Ceil.  This seminal work includes a look at Passover in ancient times and how it is practiced today.  It will be available after the presentation.  Also available will be a DVD of the Christ in the Passover presentation with David Brickner, the executive director of Jews for Jesus, officiating.

Brickner, a fifth-generation Jewish believer in Jesus, succeeded Rosen as Executive Director in 1996.  Brickner has kept Jews for Jesus on the cutting edge as the ministry has expanded and established branches in eleven countries, including the United States, Brazil, Israel, Russia, France and South Africa.  “We exist to make the Messiahship of Jesus an unavoidable issue to our Jewish people worldwide,”  Brickner states.  “There are still a few that haven’t heard of us!”

Ms. Wilk will be happy to answer questions after the presentation.  


DAY  ON  CAMPUS
March 20, 2010

Our North East District is one of the specially invited Districts

Schedule of Events		8:00 a.m. 	- Gates Open – Tour Campus
				10:30 a.m.	- Program in Gynmasium
				12:00 noon	- Picnic Lunch under the Big Top
					 Campus Tours Resume
For more information contact Lee Ryals, Florida UM Children’s Home Representative, or the church office at 325-5272
______________________________________________________________________________  



SALAD  LUNCHEON
Sunday, March 21       12:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Hosted by United Methodist Women
Donations Appreciated 
(This is the yearly fundraiser for the UMW)
Please join us!!!!



TRINITY  PROJECTS

River Breeze Elementary School – we are collecting new underwear and new or nearly new jackets for the children.  You may place your donations in the church narthex or bring them to the church office.

Heart of Putnam Food Bank -  You may bring your donations of non-perishable food and place them in the grocery cart located in the church narthex.

In these hard economic times, more and more people are in need of our help.  Thanks!!!




DID  YOU  KNOW ???

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 14.

Sunday, March 28, is Palm Sunday

UMM Dinner Meeting will be Thursday,		There will NOT be a Fellowship
March 11, at 6 p.m.  All men are invited.		dinner in March.

Latima Fells is the Employee of the Year for the Putnam County Schools.  Congratulations!!
Latima tutors youth in the afternoons here at Trinity as part of our Trinity Youth Ministry. 
______________________________________________________________________________




KID’S KLUB CORNER
 The children at Trinity’s Kid’s Klub spent February sharing God’s love with others. They made and mailed out Valentine’s, went visiting, shared an Ash Wednesday service and hosted the Fellowship Dinner. Thanks to all who helped make the dinner a success with your attendance and encouragement. The children are learning that when we receive God’s love it is important to pass it on to others. Here at Kid’s Klub we want to share God’s love with you. We are looking forward to many new and exciting God moments in March. We hope that if you are between the ages of three and fourth grade that you will come and share God’s love with us. We will be meeting each Wednesday, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Trinity. We will be learning about the life of Jesus, having new adventures and eating supper. May our lives be blessed by your presences. 
March Happenings!!
March 3rd			Making Easter Blessings for others
March 17th			Happy Birthday Celebration
March 28th			Singing at the 11:00 service
March 31st	KID’S KLUB EGG HUNT/ Bring a friend, your Easter basket and come celebrate Christ Resurrection

We are looking forward to seeing you on Wednesdays. Come learn and enjoy all the things that God has blessed us with. God Bless!! The Kid’s Klub Team
__________________________________________________________________________







UMYF

Here are some dates for the upcoming month.

Saturday,  March 6th -  Marty Magehee concert at Trinity. Meet at 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 21st - Bowling. Meet at the bowling alley here in Palatka at 6:00 p.m.

Looking Ahead - Upcoming events
April 9th  -  YouthQuake Live in St. Augustine
April 3rd   -  Help with the Community Easter Egg Hunt

The cold weather has had us shut up inside for the months of January and February but we are ready to add activities to our calendar. We have added 3 new members to our youth group and are so happy they have joined us! We would like to have more join us so come meet with us on Wednesday nights at 5 p.m.
                                                                                   God Bless,         Ms. Marlene & Tyler
_________________________________________________________________


In Concert 
Marty Magehee
Saturday, March 6        7 p.m.
Sanctuary
Freewill Offering
Sponsored by Abby Larsen




STEWARDSHIP REPORT (Through 2/21/10)
Total Budget			$207,990.00		UNBUDGETED CONTRIBUTIONS
Estimated needed to date	     31,998.46		Scholarship Fund		$  450.00
Received to date		     32,130.46		Kids’ Klub			     175.00
Percent to “needed to date”	      			Choir Fund			     175.00
   That has been collected	         100.41%		UMYF				       25.00
Percent of Year that is Complete           15.38%		Haiti Earthquake Relief		  1,227.00
Percent of Yearly Contributions that			Voice of the Martyrs	                    100.00
   Have been received		           15.45%		Children’s Home		      466.00
							Trinity Youth Ministry		   1,100.00

_____________________________________________________________________________________



THANKS -  Christian Friends,  Thank you for your prayers, good wishes, cards and calls.  I had good news after my surgery.  The doctor said no cancer is left in my body.  Praise God!  
                                                                                                                                 Edna Houck

    Thank you so much for the love shown and the beautiful flowers from the church in sympathy for our loss.                                      Alice Nesbitt

SYMPATHY – Our Christian love and sympathy are extended to Alice Nesbitt and family.  Alice’s grandson, Gerald Nesbitt, entered heaven on February 18. 
     Our Christian love and sympathy are also extended to the family of Sydney Dunn who entered heaven on February 22.


CIRCLE  OF  CONCERN – Those needing our prayers during February –

Adelaide Whitaker		Floyd Johnson		Bob Mauldin		Marty Faw
Jeanine Mauldin		Sydney Dunn		Lois Gibbins		Kristie Miller
Aleve Fugate			Lois Pierce		Rita Higgins		Claire Sykes
Joyce Strickland		Emma Sirrine		Elizabeth Vining	Carrie Burley
Carolyn Armstrong		Abby Larsen		Pastor Peggy Hock	Susan Player
Jennifer Ferguson		Trudy Byrum		Doris Fridy		Helen Nall
Harry Phipps			Cathy Medlock	Connie Rotkin		Edna Houck
Brooke & Katie (Frank & Betty Walston’s granddaughters)
Those in the nursing homes and our shut-ins;  The Children at the Methodist Children’s Home; our Nation’s leaders and military; your Pastoral family and your Church.


Wish a Happy Birthday to:

  2nd	- Kaylee Peeples
  3rd	- Jeff Cahan
	- Mallory Huskey
  4th	- Leanne Charles
  5th	- Sidney Dunn
	- Katelynn Manning
  8th	- Nickie Gill
  9th	- Ben Browning
10th	- Angie Bechanan
	- Trevor Peterson
11th	- Kaishia Robinson
	- Kaithia Robinson
13th	- Jim Peterson
14th	- Nickie Baxley
	- Aleve Fugate
18th	- Robert Hare
21st	- Howard Carnes
25th	- Bob Wright
27th	- Trevlyn Sheffield
	- Tracy Underwood
	- Thersa Watts
28th	- Patrick Hancock
	- Robynn Hare
29th	- Pat Sullivan
31st	- Vicki Hare
	- Jean Weston


Anniversaries

  1st	- Henry & Tina Mullis 
10th	- Robert & Sherry Tindall
15th	- Robert & Sharon Fridy
16th	- Joe & Bonnie Trauerman
23rd	- Kevin & Genevieve Arrington



