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1. Video: Child Singing Lord’s Prayer

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AR4PQ30VkBk  
2. Kent Hughes:
The Lord’s Prayer has been and remains the greatest prayer of the church. The church’s greatest minds have consistently treated it so and have used it to preach thousands of sermons on prayer and basic Christian doctrine. In the early church, such notables as Origen, Gregory of Nyssa, Tertullian, Cyril of Jerusalem, and Cyprian published expositions of the Lord’s Prayer. Later the greatest of the ancient theologians, Augustine, followed suit. Meister Eckhart, the medieval Dominican mystic and theologian, used the categories of the Lord’s Prayer to sum up scholastic theology. Martin Luther preached a volume of exposition on the Lord’s Prayer. The Lord’s Prayer is without a doubt the greatest prayer of the Christian church.

Of its perfection Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “The Lord’s Prayer is not merely the pattern prayer, it is the way Christians must pray. . . . The Lord’s Prayer is the quintessence of prayer.”2
3. “Is the Lord’s Prayer becoming a greater & greater means of knowing & becoming conformed to God's image?
4. Matthew 6: 9-15: NIV, TLV (S.O.M.)
"This, then, is how you should pray”:’Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.' For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored. May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done here on earth, just as it is in heaven. Give us our food for today, and forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us. And don't let us yield to temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. "If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.

5. Every Prayer is at best a means to God… never an end, never the goal itself. 
· Mat. 6:7-8  "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. "So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.
· Richard Wurmbrand

“We were drugged, we were beaten. I forgot my whole theology. I forgot the whole Bible. One day I observed that I had forgotten the "Our Father." I could not say it any more. I knew that it began with "Our Father...," but I did not know the continuation. I just kept happy & said, "Our Father, I have forgotten the prayer, but you surely know it by heart. You hear it so many thousand times a day, so you assign an angel to say it for me, & I will just keep quiet." For a time my prayers were, "Jesus, I love You." And then after a little time again, "Jesus, I love You. Jesus, I love You." Then it became too difficult even to say this because we were doped with drugs which would destroy our minds. We were very hungry. We had one slice of bread a week. There were the beatings, and the tortures, & the lack of light, & other things. It became impossible to concentrate my mind to even say so much as, "Jesus, I love You." I abandoned it because I knew that it was necessary. The highest form of prayer which I know is the quiet beating of a heart which loves Him. Jesus should just hear "tick-a-tock, tick-a-tock,” & He would know that every heartbeat is for Him.”
6. How can U use the Lord’s Prayer to know God?
a. Romans 8:26-7
“The Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”
b. Jesus would never pray this entire prayer, nor will we once in heaven. > “Disciples’ Prayer WHY???
c. Incredibly brief, simple, & memorizable; Vs. long & flowery
d. Can be sung, prayed individually, corporately, crosses denominational & cultural lines, & spans the centuries.
e. Every phrase: potential breath prayer: Me: gym, “Deliver us from evil.”
f. Entire prayer is a potential “hard drive” prayer (Doris Fridy)
g. A Stilling Prayer, for more Prayer/Scripture
h. A Divine Hallway > Every phrase is a doorway into deeper and greater Kingdom-prayer.

i. Finish with members of Academy/ Thurs. Morn praying the phrases… Let us pray
1. Our Father in heaven  Grace
2. Hallowed be your name,  Laverne
3. Your kingdom come, Gail
4. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Angie
5. Give us today our daily bread. Lee
6. Forgive us our debts, Carrie
7. As we also have forgiven our debtors. Charlotte
8. And lead us not into temptation,  Denise
9. But deliver us from the evil one.'  Cookie
a. I don’t know how to pray! > Holy Spirit

b. Incredibly brief, simple, & memorizable; 

c. Can be sung, prayed individually, corporately, crosses denominational & cultural lines, & spans the centuries.
d. Every phrase: potential breath prayer: Me: gym, “Deliver us from evil.”

e. Entire prayer is a potential “hard drive” prayer (Doris Fridy)

f. A Stilling Prayer, for more Prayer/Scripture
g. A Divine Hallway > Every phrase is a doorway into deeper and greater Kingdom-prayer.

7. Oswald Chambers

“Prayer is not a normal part of the life of the natural man. We hear it said that a person’s life will suffer if he doesn’t pray, but I question that. What will suffer is the life of the Son of God in him, which is nourished not by food, but by prayer. When a person is born again from above, the life of the Son of God is born in him, and he can either starve or nourish that life. Prayer is the way that the life of God in us is nourished. Our common ideas regarding prayer are not found in the New Testament. We look upon prayer simply as a means of getting things for ourselves, but the biblical purpose of prayer is that we may get to know God Himself. > 
8. COMMUNION
The Greatest prayer is at best only an excellent means to God. It is God Who is all-sacred. Even the most perfect prayer-form 

Another question which is very important: I thank God for the years which I passed in Solitary confinement. I was, for three years, thirty feet beneath the earth. I never heard a word. I never spoke a word. There were no books. The outward voices ceased. The guards had felt soled shoes; you did not hear their approach. Then, with time, the inner voices ceased.

We were drugged, we were beaten. I forgot my whole theology. I forgot the whole Bible. One day I observed that I had forgotten the "Our Father." I could not say it any more. I knew that it began with "Our Father...," but I did not know the continuation. I just kept happy and said, "Our Father, I have forgotten the prayer, but you surely know it by heart. You hear it so many thousand times a day, so you assign an angel to say it for me, and I will just keep quiet." For a time my prayers were, "Jesus, I love You." And then after a little time again, "Jesus, I love You. Jesus, I love You." Then it became too difficult even to say this because we were doped with drugs which would destroy our minds. We were very hungry. We had one slice of bread a week. There were the beatings, and the tortures, and the lack of light, and other things. It became impossible to concentrate my mind to even say so much as, "Jesus, I love You." I abandoned it because I knew that it was necessary. The highest form of prayer which I know is the quiet beating of a heart which loves Him. Jesus should just hear "tick-a-tock, tick-a-tock", and He would know that every heartbeat is for Him.

 “Abba, Father!” We approach You In our Savior’s precious Name;
We, Your children, here assembled, Now Your promised blessing claim;
From our sins His blood has washed us, ’Tis through Him our souls draw nigh,
And Your Spirit, too, has taught us, “Abba, Father,” thus to cry.

Once as prodigals we wandered In our folly far from Thee,
But Your grace, o’er sin abounding, Rescued us from misery;
You Your prodigals have pardoned, Kissed us with a Father’s love,
Spread the festive board, and called us, E’er to dwell with You above.

Clothed in garments of salvation, At Your table is our place,
We rejoice, and You exult now, In the riches of Your grace;
“It is right,” we hear You saying, “We should merry and be glad,
I have found My once lost children, Now they live who once were dead.”

“Abba, Father!” we adore You, And rejoice in Heav’n above,
While in us they learn the wonders Of Your wisdom, grace, and love;
Soon before Your throne assembled, All Your children shall proclaim,
“Glory, everlasting glory, Be to God and to the Lamb!”

Matthew 6:1, 5-15  "Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven…  
5 "When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have their reward in full.  6 "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.  7 "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.  8 "So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.  
NIV 9 "This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us today our daily bread.  12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.'  14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
TLV 9 Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored.  10 May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done here on earth, just as it is in heaven.  11 Give us our food for today,  12 and forgive us our sins, just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us.  13 And don't let us yield to temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  14 "If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you.  15 But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.
NRSV 9 "Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us this day our daily bread.  12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13 And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one.  14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you;  15 but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
Lord’s Prayer, Sung by Child

My experience with my mother, on knees, learning Lord’s Prayer

Dating the Didache is difficult because there is a lack of hard evidence and it is a composite document. It may have been put into its present form as late as 150 CE, though a date considerably closer to the end of the 1st century seems more probable. The materials from which it was composed, however, reflect the state of the church at an even earlier time. A very thorough commentary, [Audet], suggests about 70 CE and he is not likely to be off by more than a decade.
Chapter 8. Fasting and Prayer (the Lord's Prayer). 
Do not pray like the hypocrites, but rather as the Lord commanded in His Gospel, like this:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily (needful) bread, and forgive us our debt as we also forgive our debtors. And bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one (or, evil); for Thine is the power and the glory forever..

The Lord’s Prayer has been and remains the greatest prayer of the church. The church’s greatest minds have consistently treated it so and have used it to preach thousands of sermons on prayer and basic Christian doctrine. In the early church, such notables as Origen, Gregory of Nyssa, Tertullian, Cyril of Jerusalem, and Cyprian published expositions of the Lord’s Prayer. Later the greatest of the ancient theologians, Augustine, followed suit. Meister Eckhart, the medieval Dominican mystic and theologian, used the categories of the Lord’s Prayer to sum up scholastic theology. Martin Luther preached a volume of exposition on the Lord’s Prayer. The Lord’s Prayer is without a doubt the greatest prayer of the Christian church.
Of its perfection Bonhoeffer said, “The Lord’s Prayer is not merely the pattern prayer, it is the way Christians must pray. . . . The Lord’s Prayer is the quintessence of prayer.”2
That God should be personally addressed as “Father” may not seem out of the ordinary to those of us who frequent the church and regularly repeat the Lord’s Prayer, but it was absolutely revolutionary in Jesus’ day. The writers of the Old Testament certainly believed in the Fatherhood of God, but they saw it mainly in terms of a sovereign Creator-Father. In fact, God is only referred to as Father fourteen times in the Old Testament’s thirty-nine books, and even then rather impersonally. In those fourteen occurrences of Father the term was always used with reference to the nation, not to individuals. You can search from Genesis to Malachi, and you will not find one individual speaking of God as Father. Moreover, in Jesus’ day, his contemporaries had so focused on the sovereignty and transcendence of God that they were careful never to repeat his covenant name — Yahweh. So they invented the word Jehovah, a combination of two separate names of God. Thus the distance from God was well guarded.

But when Jesus came on the scene, he addressed God only as Father. He never used anything else! All his prayers address God as Father. The Gospels (just four books) record his using Father more than sixty times in reference to God. So striking is this that there are scholars who maintain that this word Father dramatically summarizes the difference between the Old and New Testaments. No one had ever in the entire history of Israel spoken and prayed like Jesus. No one!

But this amazing fact is only part of the story, for the word Jesus used for Father was not a formal word, but the common Aramaic word with which a child would address his father — the word Abba. The German New Testament scholar Joachim Jeremias, perhaps the most respected New Testament scholar of his generation, has argued convincingly that Abba was the original word on Jesus’ lips here in the Lord’s Prayer and indeed in all of his prayers in the New Testament, with the exception of Matthew 27:46 when he cried out from the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” But there, Jeremias explains, Jesus was quoting Psalm 22:1.3 Of course, Jesus reverted to Father with his final words before his death: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:45, quoting Psalm 31:5). The word Abba was the word Jesus regularly used to address his father Joseph from the time he was a baby until Joseph’s death. Everyone used the word. But as a careful examination of the literature of that day shows, it was never used of God — under any circumstances. Abba meant something like Daddy — but with a more reverent touch than when we use it. The best rendering is “Dearest Father.”

To the traditional Jew, Jesus’ prayer was revolutionary. Think of it! God was referred to only fourteen times in the Old Testament as Father, and then it was always as the corporate Father of Israel — never individually or personally. And now as his disciples ask him for instruction on how to pray, Jesus tells them to begin by calling God their Father, their Abba! As Jeremias says:

. . . in the Lord’s Prayer Jesus authorizes His disciples to repeat the word abba after Him. He gives them a share in His sonship and empowers them, as His disciples, to speak with their heavenly Father in just such a familiar, trusting way as a child would with his father.4
When we say Abba today in our prayers, as we sometimes do, we are making the same sound that actually fell from Jesus’ lips — and from the lips of his incredulous disciples. Jesus transferred the Fatherhood of God from a theological doctrine into an intense, practical experience, and he taught his disciples to pray with the same intimacy. And that is what he does for us. “Our Father” — “Our Abba” — “Our dearest Father” — this is to be the foundational awareness of all our prayers. Does it undergird your prayer life? Is a sense of God’s intimate Fatherhood profound and growing in your life?

Addressing God as Abba (Dearest Father) is not only an indication of spiritual health but is a mark of the authenticity of our faith. Paul tells us in Galatians 4:6, “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father!’” The impulse to call on God in this way is a sign of being God’s child. Romans 8:15, 16 says the same thing: “you received the spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’ The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.” True believers are impelled to say this.

This is precisely what happened to me when I came to faith during the summer before my freshman year in high school. Before that I had a cool theological idea of the universal paternity of God as the Creator of all mankind. His Fatherhood was there, but it was not personal. But with my conversion, God became warm and personal. I now knew God, and I knew he was my Father! This realization is one of the great and primary works of the Holy Spirit. He makes Christians realize with increasing clarity the meaning of their filial relationship with God in Christ. He keeps enhancing this “spirit of sonship” in us and is ever integrating it into our lives.

Do you know that God is your Father? Do you think of him and address him as your “Dearest Father”? If you cannot answer in the affirmative, it may be that he is not your spiritual Father and you need to heed the words of Scripture and come into relationship with him through Christ. “Yet to all who received him [Christ], to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).

Dr. J. I. Packer considers one’s grasp of God’s Fatherhood and one’s adoption as a son or daughter as of essential importance to spiritual life. He writes:

If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all. For everything that Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God. “Father” is the Christian name for God.5
Another question which is very important: I thank God for the years which I passed in Solitary confinement. I was, for three years, thirty feet beneath the earth. I never heard a word. I never spoke a word. There were no books. The outward voices ceased. The guards had felt soled shoes; you did not hear their approach. Then, with time, the inner voices ceased.

We were drugged, we were beaten. I forgot my whole theology. I forgot the whole Bible. One day I observed that I had forgotten the "Our Father." I could not say it any more. I knew that it began with "Our Father...," but I did not know the continuation. I just kept happy and said, "Our Father, I have forgotten the prayer, but you surely know it by heart. You hear it so many thousand times a day, so you assign an angel to say it for me, and I will just keep quiet." For a time my prayers were, "Jesus, I love You." And then after a little time again, "Jesus, I love You. Jesus, I love You." Then it became too difficult even to say this because we were doped with drugs which would destroy our minds. We were very hungry. We had one slice of bread a week. There were the beatings, and the tortures, and the lack of light, and other things. It became impossible to concentrate my mind to even say so much as, "Jesus, I love You." I abandoned it because I knew that it was necessary. The highest form of prayer which I know is the quiet beating of a heart which loves Him. Jesus should just hear "tick-a-tock, tick-a-tock", and He would know that every heartbeat is for Him.

We were in a prison cell; some 30 or 40 prisoners. The door was unlocked and the guards and pushed in a new prisoner. He was dirty like we were. We had not washed ourselves in 3 years. So he was dirty, and we were dirty. He was shorn and had the striped uniform of a prisoner. In the half darkness of the cell we did not recognize him, but at a certain moment, one of us exclaimed, "This is Captain Popescu, I recognize him!" 

Captain Popescu had been one of the worst torturers of Christians. He had beaten and tortured even some of us who were now in the same cell with him. We wondered how he had become a prisoner of the communists and how he had been put in a prison cell reserved for Christians. So we surrounded him and asked him his story. 

With tears in his eyes, he told us that a few months ago he sat in his office. The soldier on duty knocked at the door and said, "Outside is a boy of 12 or 13 who has a flower for your wife."  The captain scratched his head. He did not remember that it was his wife's birthday, but in any case, he allowed the boy to enter. 

The boy entered with the flower in his hand, very shy, but very decided, and said, "Comrade Captain, you are the one who has put my father and mother in prison. Today is my mother's birthday. I have the habit every year on this  day, out of my little pocket money, to buy a flower for her. Because of you, I have no mother to gladden today. But my mother is a Christian and she taught me since I was a little child to love my enemies and to reward evil with good. Because of you, I have no mother to gladden today, I thought to give joy to the mother of your children. Please take this flower to your wife and tell her about my love and about the love of Christ." 

It was too much even for a communist torturer. He was also a creature of God. He also has been enlightened with the light which enlightens every man who comes into this world. He embraced this child. He could not beat any more. He could not torture anymore. He was no longer useful as an officer of the communist secret police. He came to suffer together with the children of God and was happy for this new state. 
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