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1. Boy > Boy Playing Jesus: “R U Santa?” C.mas is Truth!
2. GOOD! Because I committed some of my greatest mistakes/ sins because I believed a lie/ lies.
1.  14 Years… in my Heart > Disrespected my Dad

2.  LIE: 5th Gr. Ed./ 30 yr. old Baggie Suit / Little $ = Loser
3.  All he did was love me!  I believed lie: Cost? Relationship
3. We sin, because we believe lies especially > God
· Gen. 3:1 “The serpent was shrewdest of all the creatures the Lord God had made. "Really?" he asked the woman. "Did God really say you must not eat any of the fruit in the garden?" 2 "Of course we may eat it," the woman told him. 3 "It's only the fruit from the tree at the center of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God says we must not eat it or even touch it, or we will die." 4 "You won't die!" the serpent hissed. 5 "God knows that your eyes will be opened when you eat it. You will become just like God, knowing everything, both good & evil." 6 The woman was convinced.
· "You won't die!" = God is a Liar & unworthy of your trust
· 5 "God knows that your eyes will be opened when U eat it. U will become just like God, knowing everything, both good and evil." God is mainly looking out for Himself… NOT me.= ~ Love me.
1. Untruth (especially regarding God) >>>
2. Unfaith (distrust in God) >>>

3. Disobedience (rebellious transgression ~ Divine command) >>>

4. Curse/ Divine Judgment  (Alienation / Discord / Death)
5. What is Needed: Truth > Faith > Obed. > Blessing                                                  
                                              (Reconciliation / Oneness / Life)
     6. BUT: Where 2 find the real, perfect, truth about God?

4. Phil. Prof: “Essay: My father had lies told of him. In detail, U get truth about Him, BUT may ~ contact Him”
a.  “Impossible!”   Prof: $100.00????  Students: “YES”
1.  1st: We’ll find out what he did… his works > reveal him. Good
2.  2nd: Go to those who knew him best > learn from them. Better
3.  3rd: We’ll go to U, his intimate son. You’ll reveal him best! Best
b.  Sounds Very Much Like the Bible:

1st: We’ll find out what he did… his works > reveal him.

· Ps. 19:1 “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.
2nd: We’ll go to those who knew him best > learn from them.

· Heb. 1:1 “Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets.”
3rd: We’ll go to you, his intimate son. You’ll reveal him best!

· Heb. 1:2-3 “But now in these final days, He has spoken to us thru his Son… The Son reflects God's own glory, & everything about him represents God exactly.
· Col. 1:15; 2:9 (MsgB) “We look at this Son & see the God who cannot be seen.” “Everything of God gets expressed in him, so you can see and hear him clearly.” 
· John 14:9: “Jesus: "He who has seen Me has seen the Father.”
· 18 (MsgB)   No one has ever seen God, not so much as a glimpse. This one-of-a-kind God-Expression, who exists at the very heart of the Father, has made him plain as day.
5. Moses’ Prayer Realized: “Show me Your Glory”
· Ex. 33:20-23 "You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me & live!" 
  E. Stanley Jones: “Jesus said, if you want to know what God is like look at me. ‘He that has seen me hath seen the Father." We see the Father in the face of His Son. God is like Jesus in character. Transfer every characteristic of character from Jesus to God, & you do not lower your estimate of God—you heighten it. For there is nothing higher for God or man than to be Christlike. Jesus is God simplified, God approachable, God understandable, God lovable. When I say God I think Jesus. & nothing higher can be thought or said! Jesus is the last word that can be said about God. “Jesus puts a face on God; Jesus is God's face; & that 1 dear Face, far from vanishes, rather grows & becomes my universe…” 
6. How dangerous is it to see God through any other lens than Jesus’ life & words? Gary > GENE
1. The gods of other religions are the same as the Christian God. Incarnation?
2. After forgiving someone, God still holds that person’s past against him. PETER?
3. God prefers people of one race over another. Jesus > Samaritans: Woman/ Para.
4. God cannot comprehend feelings of forsakenness and rejection. Cross
5. Because God is love no 1 will spend eternity in hell. Jesus: main teacher on hell
6. All religions eventually lead to the true God and heaven. Jn. 14:6
7. I can’t understand the Bible. Mary, seated at the Lord's feet, listening to His word.
8. Jesus was created. Jn. 20:28
9. Jesus only accepts those who’ve 1st cleaned their life up. NEVER!
10.  God the Father rules w/ an iron hand, but Jesus is merciful. Exact Represent.
11.  There is an area in my life that God could never turn into good. Cross > Salvn.
12.  God is comprised of light and darkness, good and evil. I Jn. 1:5
13.  There’s no way God can use ME in a significant way. Peter
14.  If I’m suffering greatly, either God is angry at me or He’s left me. X on Cross
15.  The better I am the more God loves me. The worse I am the less God loves me.    
           God's heart is THE cause of His love. Not my actions/attitudes.
16.  Sometimes, evil gets the best of God. God ~ cause… but uses all evil: Cross
17.  I cannot please God. Heb. 11:6 “With out faith…”
18.  If God IS pleased w/ me, I’ll be healthy & $$ prosperous. Jesus’ life & death
19.  There are people God doesn’t expect me to forgive. Forgive us as we forgive.
20.  If I have enough faith, God will say “YES” to all my prayers. Gethsemane: NO
21.  There was a time when God abandoned me. Heb. 13:5 “I will never…”
22.  God would never want ME for His son/daughter. If Saul of Tarsus…”
23.  If I try my best to keep the 10 commandments, God will accept me. R.Y.R
24.  I have a sin God will not forgive. “All sins will be forgiven.” Except Reject X”
25.  1 sacrifice on 1 Cross could never atone for everyone’s sins. Jn. 1:29; God>+
26.  Faith alone, in Christ, could never be enough for God to accept me. GIFT
27. I know God is w/ me when I can feel Him. Faith > Feelings (caboose)
28.  There are times, when God simply is not w/ or for me. “Lo I am w/U always”
7. Thank God: The Word became flesh & made his dwelling among us… full of grace & truth. 
8.  A great Christmas truth for you to receive:

· Math. 1:22:”All this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord thru the prophet: "Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel," which translated means, "God with us.
a. Story: John going thru hard time… Josh calls from Finland, “I am with you in this” … calls daily… what can I send you? How can I pray for you…? THEN shows up at front door: “I Am W/ U! 
b. The Miracle of Emmanuel… God coming to us to be with us, through Jesus the Christ, is seen so vividly in Walter Wangerin’s Father:  LEE RYALS
In The Manger Is Empty, Walter Wangerin, Jr. shares personal memories from past Christmases. In a chapter entitled "A Quiet Chamber," he recalls Christmas, 1944. That year, in the days leading up to Christmas Eve, Walter's father did the same thing he always did at Christmastime: he went into a room in the house, removed the outside door knob so the kids couldn't get in, and he decorated a Christmas tree and stacked presents all around it.

As their father carried on the great tradition, the Wangerin kids did the same thing they always did at Christmastime: they stood outside the door, dreaming about what awaited them come Christmas morning… That is, every child except Walter.

Having turned ten in 1944, Wangerin writes: "I had that very year become an adult: silent, solemn, watchful, and infinitely cautious." While his brothers and sisters could barely contain their excitement, Wangerin held himself in "severe restraint." Why? The Christmas before, Walter had watched a rather traumatic moment unfold. For reasons no one was ever able to identify, Walter's brother, Paul, had burst into tears. Paul's deep sadness left an indelible mark on Walter, who writes: "I was shocked to discover that the Christmas time was not inviolate. I was horrified that pain could invade the holy ceremony. And I was angry that my father had not protected my brother from tears." Walter adds: "Besides—what if you hope and it doesn't happen? It's treacherous to hope. The harder you hope, the more vulnerable you become." With all of that in mind, Walter decided he was not going to make himself vulnerable like before. He was not going to hope. He was not going to be caught off guard by whatever might happen when his father opened the door on Christmas Eve.

When the time had finally come for the tradition to meet its climax, Walter stood beside his anxious brothers and sisters—the only one with a frown. Walter's father opened the door to the room, and all the Wangerin kids ran in, gasping and giggling over what they saw.

That is, every child except Walter.

Walter stood in the doorway, gazing at the tree and the piles of presents. Then he turned to look at his father who stood there waiting. What he saw caused Walter to have an emotional outburst of his own that Christmas Eve—one that was quite unlike Paul's from the year before. He writes: 

There…was my father, standing center in the room and gazing straight at me. … And this is the wonder fixed in my memory: that the man himself was filled with a yearning, painful expectation—on account of me.

Everything else in this room was just as it had been the year before, and the year before that. But this was new. This thing I had never seen before: that my father, too, had had to trust the promises against their disappointments. So said his steady eyes on me. But among the promises to which my father had committed his soul, his hope, and his faith, the most important one was this: that his eldest son should soften and be glad. … 

He gazed at me, waiting, waiting, for me, waiting for his Christmas to be received by his son and returned to him again…. And I began to cry. O my father! 

Silently, merely spilling tears and staring straight back at him, defenseless because there was no need for defenses. I cried—glad and unashamed. Because, what was this room, for so long locked, which I was entering? Why, it was my own heart. And why had I been afraid? Because I thought I'd find it empty, a hard unfeeling thing.

But there, in the room, was my father.

And there, in my father, was the love that had furnished this room, preparing it for us no differently than he had last year prepared it, yet trusting and yearning, desiring our joy.

And what else could such a love be, but my Jesus drawing near?

Look, then, what I have found in my father's room, in my heart after all: the dearest Lord Jesus, — The nativity of our Lord.

I leaned my cheek against the doorjamb and grinned like a grown-up ten years old, and sobbed as if I were two. And my father moved from the middle of the room and walked toward me, still empty-handed; but he spread his hands and gathered me to himself. And I put my arms around his harder body. And so we, both of us, were full.

9.  (let us pray) This Christmas…
a.  For any who’ve never asked this Jesus to save U, to enter your heart, forgive U & give U eternal life… Altar time… Raise Hand
b. And now… May you have the humility, the hope, & vulnerability and the joy of a soft-hearted 10 yr. old.
c.  May U B set free and healed by the truth as revealed in Christ - from the lies about God that have both bruised & bound you. And may this truth lead U to a new-found trust > New Obedience > New Blessing
d.  AND… May you, thru Jesus, know God as Emmanuel. May you,  thru the coming of Jesus, see the heavenly Father Who loves you, and is filled with a yearning, painful expectation—on account of you… move from the middle of your heart-room and walk toward you, empty-handed; but now… spreading his hands… and gathering you to Himself. And may you put your arms around Him. And so may both of you be full. And may you forever be held in that embrace… and from this moment on, until you see Jesus face to face, in all and every circumstance know… that God is with You.
10.  An invitation to the Manger

Notes: Used & Unused
36

John.21:18, 19
Week 3--THURSDAY
A PERSON TO BE FOLLOWED

Jesus said, if you want to know what God is like look at me. "He that has seen me hath seen the Father." We see the Father in the face of His Son. God is like Jesus in character. Transfer every characteristic of character from Jesus to God, and you do not lower your estimate of God—you heighten it. For there is nothing higher for God or man than to be Christlike. Jesus is God simplified, God approachable, God understandable, God lovable. When I say God I think Jesus. And nothing higher can be thought or said! Jesus is the last word that can be said about God.

…So the Christian faith is not a set of propositions to be accepted—it is a Person to be followed. That Person is manifest Reality, so to follow Him is to follow Reality—manifested as the Word become flesh. So to follow Him is not assent to truths, but the acceptance of Truth, embodied in a Person and re-embodied in my person.

0 Jesus, when Truth walks up to me in Thee, my attitude is  assent, not to that truth, but the acceptance of Thee in every portion of my life and with the consent of all my being. It is a life acceptance. Thy Truth is warm, tender and compelling. I follow—singing.

Week 2

CHRISTIANITY IS CHRIST

Christianity has its doctrines but it is not a doctrine; has its creeds but it is not a creed; has its rites and ceremonies but it is not a rite or ceremony; has its institutions but it is not an institution. Christianity is Christ. Christians are people who believe in God and man and life through Christ...

The words of William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, sum up the Christian position: "The supreme revelation is given in the life and person of Jesus. The revelation is not His teaching or His acts but Himself. . . . Christianity is not a dedication to a system of rules or of thought, but a dedication to a Person. This is unique among the religions of the world." 
“Jesus puts a face on God…Jesus is God's face. And that one dear Face, far from vanishes, rather grows and becomes my universe…” (32)
#John 1:18 
No one has ever seen God.  It is the unique one, he who is God, he who is in the bosom of the Father, who has told us all

about God.

When John said that no man has ever seen God, everyone in the ancient world would fully agree with him.  Men were

fascinated and depressed and frustrated by what they regarded as the infinite distance and the utter unknowability of God.  In

the Old Testament God is represented as saying to Moses:  "You cannot see my face; for man shall not see me and live"

(#Exod 33:20 ).  When God reminds the people of the giving of the law, he says:  "You heard the sound of words, but saw

no form; there was only a voice" (#Deut 4:12 ).  No one in the Old Testament thought it possible to see God.  The great

Greek thinkers felt exactly the same.  Xenophanes said:  "Guesswork is over all."  Plato said:  "Never man and God can

meet."  Celsus laughed at the way that the Christians called God Father, because "God is away beyond everything."  At the

best, Apuleius said, men could catch a glimpse of God as a lightning flash lights up a dark night-one split second of

illumination, and then the dark.  As Glover said:  "Whatever God was, he was far from being within the reach of ordinary

men."  There might be very rare moments of ecstasy when men caught a glimpse of what they called "Absolute Being," but

ordinary men were the prisoners of ignorance and fancy.  There would be none to disagree with John when he said that no

man has ever seen God.

But John does not stop there; he goes on to make the startling and tremendous statement that Jesus has fully revealed to men

what God is like.  What has come to men is what J. H.  Bernard calls "the exhibition to the world of God in Christ." Here

again the keynote of John's gospel sounds:  "If you want to see what God is like, look at Jesus."

Why should it be that Jesus can do what no one else has ever done?  Wherein lies his power to reveal God to men?  John

says three things about him.

(i)  Jesus is unique.  The Greek word is monogenes, which the Authorized Version translates only-begotten.  It is true that

that is what monogenes literally means; but long before this it had lost its purely physical sense, and had come to have two

special meanings.  It had come to mean unique and specially beloved.  Obviously an only son has a unique place and a

unique love in his father's heart.  So this word came to express uniqueness more than anything else.  It is the conviction of

the New Testament that there is no one like Jesus.  He alone can bring God to men and bring men to God.

(ii)  Jesus is God.  Here we have the very same form of expression as we had in the first verse of the chapter.  This does not

mean that Jesus is identical with God; it does mean that in mind and character and being he is one with God.  In this case it

might be better if we thought of it as meaning that Jesus is divine.  To see him is to see what God is.

(iii)  Jesus is in the bosom of the Father.  To be in the bosom of someone is the Hebrew phrase which expresses the

deepest intimacy possible in human life.  It is used of mother and child; it is used of husband and wife; a man speaks of the

wife of his bosom (#Numb 11:12 ; #Deut 13:6 ); it is used of two friends who are in complete communion with one another.

 When John uses this phrase about Jesus, he means that between Jesus and God there is complete and uninterrupted intimacy.

 It is because Jesus is so intimate with God, that he is one with God and can reveal him to men.

In Jesus Christ the distant, unknowable, invisible, unreachable God has come to men; and God can never be a stranger to us again.

John concludes his prologue with the sentence, “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known” (John 1:18). Jesus is the explanation (the exegesis) of God the Father.

The greatness of Christ explains the greatness of the Father. The greatness of Christ’s love explains the greatness of the Father’s love. And the greatness of Christ’s grace explains the greatness of the Father’s grace. May we continue to have our concept of God raised! As Aslan said to Lucy, “. . . every year you grow, you will find me bigger.”

In The Manger Is Empty, Walter Wangerin, Jr. shares personal memories from past Christmases. In a chapter entitled "A Quiet Chamber," he recalls Christmas, 1944. That year, in the days leading up to Christmas Eve, Walter's father did the same thing he always did at Christmastime: he went into a room in the house, removed the outside door knob so the kids couldn't get in, and he decorated a Christmas tree and stacked presents all around it.

As their father carried on the great tradition, the Wangerin kids did the same thing they always did at Christmastime: they stood outside the door, dreaming about what awaited them come Christmas morning.

That is, every child except Walter.

Having turned ten in 1944, Wangerin writes: "I had that very year become an adult: silent, solemn, watchful, and infinitely cautious." While his brothers and sisters could barely contain their excitement, Wangerin held himself in "severe restraint." Why? The Christmas before, Walter had watched a rather traumatic moment unfold. For reasons no one was ever able to identify, Walter's brother, Paul, had burst into tears. Paul's deep sadness left an indelible mark on Walter, who writes: "I was shocked to discover that the Christmas time was not inviolate. I was horrified that pain could invade the holy ceremony. And I was angry that my father had not protected my brother from tears." Walter adds: "Besides—what if you hope and it doesn't happen? It's treacherous to hope. The harder you hope, the more vulnerable you become." With all of that in mind, Walter decided he was not going to make himself vulnerable like before. He was not going to hope. He was not going to be caught off guard by whatever might happen when his father opened the door on Christmas Eve.

When the time had finally come for the tradition to meet its climax, Walter stood beside his anxious brothers and sisters—the only one with a frown. Walter's father opened the door to the room, and all the Wangerin kids ran in, gasping and giggling over what they saw.

That is, every child except Walter.

Walter stood in the doorway, gazing at the tree and the piles of presents. Then he turned to look at his father who stood there waiting. What he saw caused Walter to have an emotional outburst of his own that Christmas Eve—one that was quite unlike Paul's from the year before. He writes: 

There…was my father, standing center in the room and gazing straight at me. … And this is the wonder fixed in my memory: that the man himself was filled with a yearning, painful expectation—on account of me.

Everything else in this room was just as it had been the year before, and the year before that. But this was new. This thing I had never seen before: that my father, too, had had to trust the promises against their disappointments. So said his steady eyes on me. But among the promises to which my father had committed his soul, his hope, and his faith, the most important one was this: that his eldest son should soften and be glad. … 

He gazed at me, waiting, waiting, for me, waiting for his Christmas to be received by his son and returned to him again.

And I began to cry. O my father! 

Silently, merely spilling tears and staring straight back at him, defenseless because there was no need for defenses. I cried—glad and unashamed. Because, what was this room, for so long locked, which I was entering? Why, it was my own heart. And why had I been afraid? Because I thought I'd find it empty, a hard unfeeling thing.

But there, in the room, was my father.

And there, in my father, was the love that had furnished this room, preparing it for us no differently than he had last year prepared it, yet trusting and yearning, desiring our joy.

And what else could such a love be, but my Jesus drawing near?

Look, then, what I have found in my father's room, in my heart after all: the dearest Lord Jesus, — The nativity of our Lord.

I leaned my cheek against the doorjamb and grinned like a grown-up ten years old, and sobbed as if I were two. And my father moved from the middle of the room and walked toward me, still empty-handed; but he spread his hands and gathered me to himself. And I put my arms around his harder body. And so we, both of us, were full.

Story: John going thru hard time… Josh calls from up north, “I am with you in this” … calls daily… what can I send you? How can I pray for you…? = O.C.      THEN shows up at front door!!! == N.C.

Prince Caspian    Pages 135 & 136

But for the movement of his tail he might have been a stone lion, but Lucy never thought of that.  She never stopped to think whether he was a friendly lion or not.  She rushed to him.  She felt her heart would burst if she lost a moment.  And the next thing she knew was that she was kissing him and putting her arms as far around his neck as she could and burying her face in the beautiful rich silkiness of his mane.  


“Aslan, Aslan.  Dear Aslan,” sobbed Lucy.  “At last.”  


The great beast rolled over on his side so that Lucy fell, half-sitting and half-lying down between his front paws.  He bent forward and just touched her nose with his tongue.  His warm breath came all around her.  She gazed up into the large wise face.


“Welcome, child,” he said.


“Aslan,” said Lucy, “you’re bigger.”


“That is because you are older, little one,” answered he.


“Not because you are?”


“I am not.  But every year you grow, you will find me bigger.”

John 1:14-17 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'"  16 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.  17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  

18 NIV No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.

18NSB No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
18NLT No one has ever seen God. But his only Son, who is himself God, is near to the Father's heart; he has told us about him.
18NRSV No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.
18 (MsgB)   No one has ever seen God, not so much as a glimpse. This one-of-a-kind God-Expression,
who exists at the very heart of the Father, has made him plain as day.

1. The gods of other religions are the same as the Christian God. Incarnation?
2. God values men over women. AT TOMB?
3. After forgiving someone, God still holds that person’s past against him. PETER?
4. God prefers people of one race over another. Jesus looks @ Heart

5. The best way to obtain God's help is for you to help yourself. Poor in spirit
6. God loves you more than me. Or, loves me more than you. Cross-ground Level
7. God views some Christians as 2nd class Kingdom- citizens. Samaritan woman
8. God does not suffer nor experience emotions. Jesus Wept
9. God cannot comprehend feelings of forsakenness and death. Cross
10. Because God is love no one will spend eternity in hell. Wide & narrow Ways
11. All religions eventually lead to the true God and heaven. Jn. 14:6
12. I can’t understand the Bible. Mary, seated at the Lord's feet, listening to His word.
13. Jesus was created. Jn. 20:28
14. Jesus only accepts those who’ve 1st cleaned their life up. Jn. 6:37
15. Deep down, God has had it with me. Your Picture is on His Refrigerator
16. God can not provide an answer to my problem. Lk. 1:37
17. God the Father rules w/ an iron hand, but Jesus is merciful. Exact Represent.
18. There is an area in my life that God could never turn into good. Rom. 8:28
19. God is comprised of light and darkness, good and evil. I Jn. 1:5
20. God prefers fancy prayers. Jesus prayed Abba prayers
21. There’s no way God can use ME in a significant way. Peter
22. It is more important to be religious than compassionate. I desire compassion 
           and not sacrifice
23. If I’m suffering greatly, either God is angry at me or He’s left me. X on Cross
24. Sometimes, God fabricates or stretches the truth. I am the Truth
25. The better I am the more God loves me. The worse I am the less God loves me.    
           God's heart is THE cause of His love. Not my actions/attitudes.
26. Sometimes, evil gets the best of God. God ~ cause… but uses all evil: Cross
27. I cannot please God. Heb. 11:6 “With out faith…”
28. If God IS pleased w/ me, I’ll be healthy & $$ prosperous. Jesus’ life & death
29. God only wants SOME people to go to heaven. Jn. 3:16
30. There are people God doesn’t expect me to forgive. Forgive us as we forgive.
31. If I have enough faith, God will say “YES” to all my prayers. Gethsemane: NO
32. There was a time when God deserted me. Heb. 13:5 “I will never…”
33. God would never want ME for His son/daughter. Jn. 1:12 “To as many as…”
34. If I try my best to keep the 10 commandments, God will accept me. R.Y.R
35. I have a sin God will not forgive. “All sins will be forgiven.” Except Reject X”
36. 1 sacrifice on 1 Cross could never atone for everyone’s sins. Jn. 1:29; God>+
37. Faith alone, in Christ, could never be enough for God to accept me. GIFT
38. God's silence is a sign of God's absence. CROSS
39. I know when God is w/ me when I can feel Him. Faith > Feelings (caboose)
40. There are times, when God simply is not w/ or for me. “Lo I am w/U always”

Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings.”

a. Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also? The rulers of Judah treated other people poorly, but they treated the Lord even more poorly. If many of us expressed the same distrust we have towards the Lord towards other people, we might get a punch in the nose!

i. “How heartily angry is the prophet, how blessedly blown up in this case to so great dishonor done to God! We should be so too.” (Trapp)

ii. Spurgeon speaks well to this point: “Did I not hear some one say, ‘Ah, sir, I have been trying to believe for years.’ Terrible words! They make the case still worse. Imagine that after I had made a statement, a man should declare that he did not believe me, in fact, he could not believe me though he would like to do so. I should feel aggrieved certainly; but it would make matters worse if he added, ‘In fact I have been for years trying to believe you, and I cannot do it.’ What does he mean by that? What can he mean but that I am so incorrigibly false, and such a confirmed liar, that though he would like to give me some credit, he really cannot do it? With all the effort he can make in my favour, he finds it quite beyond his power to believe me? Now, a man who says, ‘I have been trying to believe in God,’ in reality says just that with regard to the Most High.”

Acts 26:27-28  "King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe."  28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a Christian."

“Almost persuaded” now to believe; “Almost persuaded” Christ to receive;
Seems now some soul to say, “Go, Spirit, go Thy way,
Some more convenient day On Thee I’ll call.”

“Almost persuaded,” come, come today; “Almost persuaded,” turn not away;
Jesus invites you here, Angels are ling’ring near,
Prayers rise from hearts so dear; O wand’rer, come!

“Almost persuaded,” harvest is past! “Almost persuaded,” doom comes at last!
“Almost” cannot avail; “Almost” is but to fail! 

Sad, sad, that bitter wail— “Almost,” but lost!

b. Therefore the Lord Himself will give you as sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. This is one of the most famous prophecies regarding the birth of Jesus the Messiah in the Bible. It also illustrates a principle of prophecy, that prophecy may have both a near fulfillment and a far fulfillment.

i. Spurgeon said of this passage, that it is said to be “One of the most difficult in all the Word of God. It may be so; I certainly did not think it was until I saw what the commentators had to say about it, and I rose up from reading them perfectly confused.”

ii. “It is characteristic of predictive prophecy that it often mingles different times together in one composite picture” (Martin)

c. The near fulfillment of this prophecy centered around Ahaz, Jerusalem, and the attack from Israel and Syria. For Ahaz, the sign centered around a time span (For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings). Simply put, God would give Ahaz a sign that within a few years, both Israel and Syria would be crushed. This was a sign of deliverance to Ahaz.

i. Many commentators think that this was immediately fulfilled when a young woman in the royal household shortly married, conceived a son, and unknowingly naming him “Immanuel.” Before this boy came to eat solid food, Israel and Syria were be defeated. It is also possible that God is just referring in a figurative way to a year or two period of time.

ii. “The name ‘Immanuel’ was a rebuke to Ahaz. If ‘God is with us,’ then why should he have feared the enemy?” (Wolf) 

iii. “The ‘sign’ of the child, therefore, constitutes an indication that the all-sovereign and all-knowing God has the situation completely in hand, and it rebukes the king’s lack of faith in him.” (Grogan)

d. The far or ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy goes far beyond Ahaz, to announce the miraculous virgin birth of Jesus Christ.

i. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the Holy Spirit says so through Matthew: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)

ii. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the prophecy is addressed not only to Ahaz, but also to David’s entire house (O house of David!).

iii. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says the virgin shall conceive, and that conception would be a sign to David’s entire house. Those who deny the virgin birth of Jesus like to point out that the Hebrew word translated virgin (almah) can also be translated as “young woman.” The idea is that Isaiah was simply saying that a “young woman” would give birth, not a virgin. While the near fulfillment may have reference to a young woman giving birth, the far or ultimate fulfillment clearly points to a woman miraculously conceiving and giving birth. This is especially clear because the Old Testament never uses the word in a context other than virgin and because the Septuagint translates it categorically virgin (parthenos).

iv. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says He will be known as Immanuel, meaning “God with Us.” This was true of Jesus in fact, not only as a title. Immanuel speaks both of the deity of Jesus (God with us) & His identification and nearness to man (God with us).

e. Jesus is truly Immanuel, God with us. “Christ, indeed, was not called by this name Immanuel that we anywhere read of . . . but the import of this name is most truly affirmed and acknowledged to be fully made good in him.” (Trapp)

i. “He is, therefore, called God with us, or united to us; which cannot apply to a man who is not God . . . it denotes not only the power of God, such as he usually displays by his servant, but a union of person, by which Christ became God-man.” (Calvin)

ii. “In what sense then, is Christ God with us? Jesus is called Immanuel, or God with us, in his incarnation; God with us, by the influences of his Holy Spirit, in the holy sacrament, in the preaching of his word, in private prayer. And God with us, through every action of our life, that we begin, continue, and end in his name. He is God with us, to comfort, enlighten, protect, and defend us, in every time of temptation and trial, in the hour of death, in the day of judgment; and God with us and in us, and we with and in him, to all eternity.” (Clarke)

In The Manger Is Empty, Walter Wangerin, Jr. shares personal memories from past Christmases. In a chapter entitled "A Quiet Chamber," he recalls Christmas, 1944. That year, in the days leading up to Christmas Eve, Walter's father did the same thing he always did at Christmastime: he went into a room in the house, removed the outside door knob so the kids couldn't get in, and he decorated a Christmas tree and stacked presents all around it.

As their father carried on the great tradition, the Wangerin kids did the same thing they always did at Christmastime: they stood outside the door, dreaming about what awaited them come Christmas morning.

That is, every child except Walter.

Having turned ten in 1944, Wangerin writes: "I had that very year become an adult: silent, solemn, watchful, and infinitely cautious." While his brothers and sisters could barely contain their excitement, Wangerin held himself in "severe restraint." Why? The Christmas before, Walter had watched a rather traumatic moment unfold. For reasons no one was ever able to identify, Walter's brother, Paul, had burst into tears. Paul's deep sadness left an indelible mark on Walter, who writes: "I was shocked to discover that the Christmas time was not inviolate. I was horrified that pain could invade the holy ceremony. And I was angry that my father had not protected my brother from tears." Walter adds: "Besides—what if you hope and it doesn't happen? It's treacherous to hope. The harder you hope, the more vulnerable you become." With all of that in mind, Walter decided he was not going to make himself vulnerable like before. He was not going to hope. He was not going to be caught off guard by whatever might happen when his father opened the door on Christmas Eve.

When the time had finally come for the tradition to meet its climax, Walter stood beside his anxious brothers and sisters—the only one with a frown. Walter's father opened the door to the room, and all the Wangerin kids ran in, gasping and giggling over what they saw.

That is, every child except Walter.

Walter stood in the doorway, gazing at the tree and the piles of presents. Then he turned to look at his father who stood there waiting. What he saw caused Walter to have an emotional outburst of his own that Christmas Eve—one that was quite unlike Paul's from the year before. He writes: 

There…was my father, standing center in the room and gazing straight at me. … And this is the wonder fixed in my memory: that the man himself was filled with a yearning, painful expectation—on account of me.

Everything else in this room was just as it had been the year before, and the year before that. But this was new. This thing I had never seen before: that my father, too, had had to trust the promises against their disappointments. So said his steady eyes on me. But among the promises to which my father had committed his soul, his hope, and his faith, the most important one was this: that his eldest son should soften and be glad. … 

He gazed at me, waiting, waiting, for me, waiting for his Christmas to be received by his son and returned to him again.

And I began to cry. O my father! 

Silently, merely spilling tears and staring straight back at him, defenseless because there was no need for defenses. I cried—glad and unashamed. Because, what was this room, for so long locked, which I was entering? Why, it was my own heart. And why had I been afraid? Because I thought I'd find it empty, a hard unfeeling thing.

But there, in the room, was my father.

And there, in my father, was the love that had furnished this room, preparing it for us no differently than he had last year prepared it, yet trusting and yearning, desiring our joy.

And what else could such a love be, but my Jesus drawing near?

Look, then, what I have found in my father's room, in my heart after all: the dearest Lord Jesus, — The nativity of our Lord.

I leaned my cheek against the doorjamb and grinned like a grown-up ten years old, and sobbed as if I were two. And my father moved from the middle of the room and walked toward me, still empty-handed; but he spread his hands and gathered me to himself. And I put my arms around his harder body. And so we, both of us, were full.

He is with us to SAVE FROM OUR SINS!

When the Jesuit missionary Matteo Ricci went to China in the sixteenth century, he brought along samples of religious art to illustrate the Christian story for people who had never heard it. The Chinese readily adopted portraits of the Virgin Mary holding her child, but when he produced paintings of the crucifixion and tried to explain that the God-child had grown up only to be executed, the audience reacted with revulsion and horror. They much preferred the Virgin and insisted on worshiping her rather than the crucified God.

As I thumb…through my stack of Christmas cards, I realize that we in Christian countries do much the same thing. We observe a mellow, domesticated holiday purged of any hint of scandal. Above all, we purge from it any reminder of how the story that began in Bethlehem turned out at Calvary.

Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Neve

WHEEL BARREL VIDEO:   NIAGRA  > 1:21 Savior
Jeremiah 30:11  'For I am with you,' declares the LORD, 'to save you;
Romans 10:9-11  9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;  10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  11 For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."
When the Jesuit missionary Matteo Ricci went to China in the sixteenth century, he brought along samples of religious art to illustrate the Christian story for people who had never heard it. The Chinese readily adopted portraits of the Virgin Mary holding her child, but when he produced paintings of the crucifixion and tried to explain that the God-child had grown up only to be executed, the audience reacted with revulsion and horror. They much preferred the Virgin and insisted on worshiping her rather than the crucified God.

As I thumb…through my stack of Christmas cards, I realize that we in Christian countries do much the same thing. We observe a mellow, domesticated holiday purged of any hint of scandal. Above all, we purge from it any reminder of how the story that began in Bethlehem turned out at Calvary.

Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Neve

While writing about the Nativity in his book The Faces of Jesus, author and pastor Frederick Buechner reflects on an early scene in Shakespeare's Hamlet. Three characters—Horatio, Marcellus, and Barnardo—are keeping watch at night, discussing the possibility of having seen a ghost. In the midst of their conversation, they briefly stumble into a discussion about the night of Christ's birth. To help us navigate the difficulty of Shakespeare's prose, Buechner offers a summary of the trio's conversation—a conversation that finds Marcellus offering a breathtaking thought about the power of the Advent of a Savior: 

On the dark battlements of Elsinore, Marcellus speaks to his companions of the time of Jesus' birth. It is a hallowed time he says, a holy time, a time in which life grows still like the surface of a river so that we can look down into it and see glimmering there in its depth something timeless, precious, other. And a gracious time, Marcellus says—a time that we cannot bring about as we can bring about a happy time or a sad time but time that comes upon us as a grace, as a free and unbidden gift. Marcellus explains that Christmas is a time of such holiness that the cock crows the whole night through as though it is perpetually dawn, and thus for once, even the powers of darkness are powerless.

Frederick Buechner, The Faces of Jesus (Pa

Christmas is not about the living God coming to tell us everything's all right. John's gospel isn't about Jesus speaking the truth and everyone saying: "Of course! Why didn't we realize it before?" It is about God shining his clear, bright torch into the darkness of our world, our lives, our hearts, our imaginations—and the darkness not comprehending it. It's about God, God as a little child, speaking words of truth, and nobody knowing what he's talking about.

N. T. Wright, "What Is This Word?" ChristianityToday.com (12-21-06

Despite our efforts to keep him out, God intrudes. The life of Jesus is bracketed by two impossibilities: a virgin's womb and an empty tomb. Jesus entered our world through a door marked "No Entrance" and left through a door marked "No Exit." —Peter Larson

Our Lord came down from life to suffer death;
the Bread came down, to hunger; 
the Way came down, on the way to weariness; 
the Fount came down, to thirst.
—Augustine, Sermon 78

He so loved us that, for our sake, 
He was made man in time, 
although through him all times were made. 
He was made man, who made man.
He was created of a mother whom he created.
He was carried by hands that he formed. 
He cried in the manger in wordless infancy, he the Word,
without whom all human eloquence is mute.
—Augustine, Sermon 188, 2

John 1:18; 8:12; 9; 14:5-10

Types of Darkness:

1. Unbelief

2. Pride

3. False Beliefs

4. Religion

5. False Light (angel of light)

6. Hardness of Heart

E. Stanley Jones… The Word became flesh

Story: Philosophy Prof: “Write an essay about my deceased Father 

Students… Impossible!!

Prof: $5000.00!

Student “OKAY!”

1. I’ll discover what he did for his career and study his works (Ps. 19a)

2. I’ll find those who knew him and discover what they know (Psalmists / Prophets)

3. You are His son… I study and learn from you. (BUT: Jn. 14: 6-10)

Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings.”

a. Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also? The rulers of Judah treated other people poorly, but they treated the Lord even more poorly. If many of us expressed the same distrust we have towards the Lord towards other people, we might get a punch in the nose!

i. “How heartily angry is the prophet, how blessedly blown up in this case to so great dishonor done to God! We should be so too.” (Trapp)

ii. Spurgeon speaks well to this point: “Did I not hear some one say, ‘Ah, sir, I have been trying to believe for years.’ Terrible words! They make the case still worse. Imagine that after I had made a statement, a man should declare that he did not believe me, in fact, he could not believe me though he would like to do so. I should feel aggrieved certainly; but it would make matters worse if he added, ‘In fact I have been for years trying to believe you, and I cannot do it.’ What does he mean by that? What can he mean but that I am so incorrigibly false, and such a confirmed liar, that though he would like to give me some credit, he really cannot do it? With all the effort he can make in my favour, he finds it quite beyond his power to believe me? Now, a man who says, ‘I have been trying to believe in God,’ in reality says just that with regard to the Most High.”

b. Therefore the Lord Himself will give you as sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. This is one of the most famous prophecies regarding the birth of Jesus the Messiah in the Bible. It also illustrates a principle of prophecy, that prophecy may have both a near fulfillment and a far fulfillment.

i. Spurgeon said of this passage, that it is said to be “One of the most difficult in all the Word of God. It may be so; I certainly did not think it was until I saw what the commentators had to say about it, and I rose up from reading them perfectly confused.”

ii. “It is characteristic of predictive prophecy that it often mingles different times together in one composite picture” (Martin)

c. The near fulfillment of this prophecy centered around Ahaz, Jerusalem, and the attack from Israel and Syria. For Ahaz, the sign centered around a time span (For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings). Simply put, God would give Ahaz a sign that within a few years, both Israel and Syria would be crushed. This was a sign of deliverance to Ahaz.

i. Many commentators think that this was immediately fulfilled when a young woman in the royal household shortly married, conceived a son, and unknowingly naming him “Immanuel.” Before this boy came to eat solid food, Israel and Syria were be defeated. It is also possible that God is just referring in a figurative way to a year or two period of time.

ii. “The name ‘Immanuel’ was a rebuke to Ahaz. If ‘God is with us,’ then why should he have feared the enemy?” (Wolf) 

iii. “The ‘sign’ of the child, therefore, constitutes an indication that the all-sovereign and all-knowing God has the situation completely in hand, and it rebukes the king’s lack of faith in him.” (Grogan)

d. The far or ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy goes far beyond Ahaz, to announce the miraculous virgin birth of Jesus Christ.

i. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the Holy Spirit says so through Matthew: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)

ii. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the prophecy is addressed not only to Ahaz, but also to David’s entire house (O house of David!).

iii. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says the virgin shall conceive, and that conception would be a sign to David’s entire house. Those who deny the virgin birth of Jesus like to point out that the Hebrew word translated virgin (almah) can also be translated as “young woman.” The idea is that Isaiah was simply saying that a “young woman” would give birth, not a virgin. While the near fulfillment may have reference to a young woman giving birth, the far or ultimate fulfillment clearly points to a woman miraculously conceiving and giving birth. This is especially clear because the Old Testament never uses the word in a context other than virgin and because the Septuagint translates it categorically virgin (parthenos).

iv. We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says He will be known as Immanuel, meaning “God with Us.” This was true of Jesus in fact, not only as a title. Immanuel speaks both of the deity of Jesus (God with us) and His identification and nearness to man (God with us).

e. Jesus is truly Immanuel, God with us. “Christ, indeed, was not called by this name Immanuel that we anywhere read of . . . but the import of this name is most truly affirmed and acknowledged to be fully made good in him.” (Trapp)

i. “He is, therefore, called God with us, or united to us; which cannot apply to a man who is not God . . . it denotes not only the power of God, such as he usually displays by his servant, but a union of person, by which Christ became God-man.” (Calvin)

ii. “In what sense then, is Christ God with us? Jesus is called Immanuel, or God with us, in his incarnation; God with us, by the influences of his Holy Spirit, in the holy sacrament, in the preaching of his word, in private prayer. And God with us, through every action of our life, that we begin, continue, and end in his name. He is God with us, to comfort, enlighten, protect, and defend us, in every time of temptation and trial, in the hour of death, in the day of judgment; and God with us and in us, and we with and in him, to all eternity.” (Clarke)

Ex. 33 & Moses’ Prayer Realized!

E. Stanley Jones writes: “Christmas is God reaching with the outstretched arms of Jesus to all of humanity.  “Jesus is God simplified. God approachable, God understandable, God loveable… Jesus puts a face on God.” 
E. Stanley Jones writes about an extraordinary woman named Nobu Jo. When young, she was in a group of people who were terribly discouraged and beaten. It became common for them to commit suicide at a certain place in the bend of a railway track, throwing themselves over the cliff there. Nobu Jo went up to the hills surrounding the desperate community and spent 3 days and nights in prayer. She knew she must decide about God. She came down with a sense of inner clarity. She went to the bend in the railroad tracks and put up a sign. It read: DON’T. SEE MRS. NOBU JO FIRST. GOD IS LOVE. Listed was her address. It was claimed that five thousand people were saved from suicide by that sign and its invitation. [2 E. Stanley Jones, The Word Became Flesh (New York: Abingdon Press, 1963), p. 345.] We can believe the mess of the moment or the message of the ages. One seems to say, “God is a bummer,” but the other declares, “God is love.” Take your pick, but consider the consequences.
John 5:40-42  40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.  41 "I do not receive glory from men;  42 but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves.
Romans 8:18  18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

Romans 8:29-30  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
John 17:4  "I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.
John 17:22  22 "The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;
Romans 3:23   23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
1 Corinthians 15:42-43  42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body;  43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory;

Isaiah 60:19  19 "No longer will you have the sun for light by day, Nor for brightness will the moon give you light; But you will have the LORD for an everlasting light, And your God for your glory.
1 Corinthians 10:31  31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
2 Corinthians 3:18   18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
Ezekiel 43:4-5 And the glory of the LORD came into the house by the way of the gate facing toward the east. And the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house.
JESUS IS THE NEW TEMPLE

Many people interpret Ezekiel's temple vision in chapters 40-48 as a more or less literal blueprint for either the post-exilic temple or a yet-future millennial temple. The New Testament, however, points to a different kind of fulfillment-- fulfillment in a person, not in a building. In Ezekiel 47, the temple to which God's glory had returned is the source of the life-giving water. In the New Testament, we see that Christ is the new and final temple of prophetic hope. This point is particularly clear in John's Gospel. 

In the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel we read these well-known words: "The Word became flesh and lived for a while [or tabernacled (NAS margin)] among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth" (1:14, NIV). Although the Greek verb behind the italicized words can mean simply "to dwell" or "to live," its use here with "glory" strongly suggests it should be accorded its full theological sense as denoting the presence of God with His people. The glory of God, present in the tabernacle and the temple, "dwells in Jesus Christ, whose glorified body, as John will tell us presently, is the new temple" (2:21). In Christ, the Immanuel Principle of Ezekiel's vision and prophetic hope is fulfilled. How fitting indeed is Jesus' name, Immanuel (Matt. 1:23)! 

John 2:19-22 expressly warrants the conclusion that Jesus is the new or final temple. Following Jesus' clearing of the temple courts the Jews demanded a miraculous sign from Him to prove His authority to do these things (2:18). Jesus' response-- "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days" (v. 19) --only confused the Jews further (v. 20). John goes on to explain to his readers what Jesus meant: "But the temple He had spoken of was His body" (v. 21). John then makes it clear that Jesus was speaking of His resurrection from the dead (v. 22). Jesus' answer to the demand for proof of His authority was to point to His own person. As God in the flesh, He fulfills in His person and thus replaces the old temple. His death and resurrection are the sign, par excellence, of His authority. Dr. Dennis Ireland is Associate Professor of New Testament at RTS/Jackson

http://rq.rts.edu/spring99/water.html 

But what then do we do with Ezekiel's visionary temple (it is in the Bible!)? The best answer, I suggest, is to see it just like the earlier temple of Solomon and the tabernacle of Moses: as a type or foreshadowing of the spiritual to come. There is a far more glorious fulfillment than anything Ezekiel foresaw! We no longer need a Holy of holies, as depicted in all the Old Testament descriptions of tabernacle and temple, and in some detail in Ezekiel's temple, because Christ has once for all entered in, and the curtain has been rent in two, so that now we the church are God's dwelling place in the Spirit. And some day in the age to come—the new heavens and new earth—as depicted in Revelation 21 and 22, there will be an even richer fulfillment of Ezekiel's vision.

On this latter point, one of the most vivid scenes in Ezekiel's temple is that showing water issuing "from below the threshold of the temple" (47:1), becoming a river that brings life "wherever the river goes" (v. 9) and "on the banks, on both sides of the river...all kinds of trees for food" with "leaves for healing" (v. 12). In the Book of Revelation there is no longer a temple, "for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb" (21:22), and from that throne flows "the river of the water of life" (2:1), and "on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit...and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations" (v. 2). Thus memorably and beautifully is Ezekiel's visionary earthly temple transcended and fulfilled in the glories of the world to come!

J. Rodman Williams, Ph.D.

Celebrate the Child who is the Light
Now the darkness is over
No more wandering in the night
Celebrate the Child who is the Light

You know this is no fable
Godhead and manhood became one
We see He's more than able
And so we live to God the Son
Chorus
First born of creation
Lamb and Lion, God and Man
The Author of Salvation
Almighty rapped in swaddling bands

13. The Glory Returns
Luke 2:8-9, 13:”In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord (34 xs, last in Ezek.) shone (PERILAMPO) around them; and they were terribly frightened… And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host…” LINUS VIDEO!
Glory (Returns) in the new Temple Hag. 2:9 > Lk. 2:27-32

Glory in Jn. 1:14 

13. Jesus’ Being and Glory is Defined by Light

Math. 17:2:”He was transfigured before them; His face shone like the sun, & His garments became as white as light.

Acts 9:3:”it happened that Saul was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him”

14.Jesus is the Light of the World

1 John 1:5 “…God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.”

John 1:4-9   4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  8 He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.  9 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.

Jn. 8:12: "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."

1 John 1:5 “…God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.”

The story of how Jesus identified himself as “the light of the world” is remarkably beautiful and instructive. It happened on the day following the spectacular nighttime ceremony known as the Illumination of the Temple, which took place in the temple treasury before four massive golden candelabra that were topped with huge torches. It is said that the candelabra were as tall as the highest walls of the temple, and that at the top of these candelabra were mounted great bowls that held sixty-five liters of oil. There was a ladder for each candelabrum, and when evening came, healthy young priests would carry oil up to the great bowls and light the protruding wicks. Eyewitnesses said that the huge flames that leapt from these torches illuminated not only the temple but all of Jerusalem. After the torches were roaring high above the people, the Mishna tells us:

Men of piety and good works used to dance before them with burning torches in their hands singing songs and praises and countless Levites played on harps, lyres, cymbals, and trumpets and instruments of music.1
The exotic rite celebrated the great pillar of fire (the glorious cloud of God’s presence) that led the people of Israel during their sojourn in the wilderness and spread its fiery billows over the tabernacle.

It was in the temple treasury the following morning, with the charred torches still in place, that Jesus lifted his voice above the crowd and proclaimed, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
Revelation 1:20 - 2:1 "As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.  

15. My response to God's Light Reveals My Response to God

John 3:19-21: "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. "For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. "But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."

Michael Card
There's a force in the dark that's waiting for you
And it's telling your heart what it wants to do
But the light is there and it wants to shine through
You never know how dark it is inside till you
Chorus
Face the light, don't stumble in the darkness
Face the light, see how dark your heart is
Face the light, never see the shadows
Only face the light
Face the light, don't know how much you need Him
Face the light, just turn around and see Him
Face the light, He'll take away the darkness
Only face the light
There are just two ways and you better choose right
You can die in the dark or you can live in the light
One is the Way, the Truth, the Life
The other's dark and never leads to home
Won't you 
Repeat Chorus

15. Jesus’ Disciples are the Light of the World!

Isa. 42:6-7; 49:6:”I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations, To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in darkness from the prison….“I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth

Matthew 5:14: "You are the light of the world.”
John 12:36  "While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light."

Acts 13:47 "For so the Lord has commanded us, 'I have placed you as a light for the gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the end of the earth.'"

Acts 26:18:”to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light & from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins & an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'
16. Jesus’ Disciples are to reflect and become Light!

Ephesians 5:8:”for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light.”

2 Corinthians 4:6:”For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

17. We Will Dwell Forever In That What Was Once Unapproachable Light

1 Tim. 6:15-16:”the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.
Rev. 22:5: “And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.”
Simeon’s song recognizes the Lord in his temple.  In the beginning, creation was God’s temple as the Holy Spirit hovered over the face of the deep.  God made his presence known in a pillar of fire and cloud leading and protecting the Israelites in their exodus.  God made his presence in the Tabernacle and Solomon’s Temple known, filling both with a cloud at the dedications.  God’s glory left the Temple as Ezekiel observed.  After the exile, the rebuilt temple, and now Herod’s Temple in Jerusalem never held the glory given originally.  But, God promised “one of greater glory” to Haggai and Zechariah.  He predicted this day in Psalm 24 “…when the king of glory comes…” and through Malachi who wrote, “The Lord himself comes to his temple.”  Now, an infant, Jesus, the one sent to save his people from their sins, is Immanuel, “God with us,” as he inhabits his temple on this day.

            Later Jesus expands the place of his temple as he sends his Holy Spirit to be in and with all believers, and as Paul rightfully explains that our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit.  Today, the temple is where God’s people are as again Immanuel means, “God with us.”  Jesus made that promise that he will be with us even until the end of the ages.  

 

The Radiance of God's Glory   http://www.jesus-reigns.org/mycustompage0004.htm 

First, I’ll address the question, “Is glory visible or is it a moral attribute?”

 

“When Moses came down from Mt. Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands he was not aware that his face was radiant, because he had spoken with the Lord.  When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him.”

 

“When Moses was finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. But whenever he entered the Lord’s presence to speak with Him, he removed the veil until he came out.  And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, they saw that his face was radiant.  Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the Lord.” (Ex. 34: 29-35).

 

From this passage, it is abundantly clear that the glory of God on Moses was visible; it was not merely a spiritual or moral characteristic.  His face was radiant.  This means that there was a shining or a glow about it.  We also observe a cause and effect relationship here.  Whenever Moses would spend time in the Lord’s presence and speak with the Lord, this glory would appear on his face.  We also know that this was limited to Moses at that time, as it did not happen to all the Israelites.  It was so unusual that everyone else who saw him was afraid of the bright glow on his face.  That’s why he covered up his face with a veil.

 

But now under the New Covenant, this is not limited to one man.  All believers have access to his presence, and the Lord’s glory is now reflected on the faces of all who know Him.  In fact, this glory is even more glorious than what Moses experienced.  Paul spoke of this to the Corinthians.

 

“Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness?”  (2 Cor 3:7-9)

 “Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.  We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away…But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:12-14, 16-18).

 

Stephen is a New Testament example of someone on whose face the glory of God was visible. “All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.” (Ac 6:15)

 

When we spend time in the Lord’s presence, praying, meditating on the Word, worshipping, and adoring Him, our faces reflect His glory in a greater way than even Moses ever did.  At the same time, we are being transformed into His likeness. As we are transformed in this way, the glory that radiates from our faces is always increasing.

 

Jesus Glorified the Father

Glory is something that may be given to another.  Jesus said to the Father in prayer, “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.” (Jn 17:4).  This prayer was about glorifying God.  How do we glorify God?  Put differently, how do we give God glory? In this statement, Jesus teaches us that the way He brought glory to the Father was by completing the work the Father gave Him to do. 

 

Just as Jesus did, we too bring glory to the Father on earth by completing the good works He has given each of us to do.  Jesus said, “You are the light of the world…let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Mt. 5:14,16).  When people see our good deeds and praise God in heaven, it glorifies Him.  God is glorified by our obedience to Him.

 

The Father Glorified Jesus

After Jesus prayed about glorifying the Father, He prayed that the Father would glorify Him.  “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.” (Jn 17:5).  This is significant, because it shows us that there are two distinct but related things happening here.  Certainly Jesus glorified the Father during his life on earth.  Yet the Father glorifying Jesus was something else.  

 

For the Father to glorify Jesus meant for Him to give Jesus the glory He had before the world began. The “glory” Jesus “had with the Father before the world began” was something Jesus divested himself of when He came into the world in human likeness.  This was the kenosis Paul referred to.  He emptied Himself and “made himself nothing, taking the very form of a servant…being found in appearance as a man.” (Phil 2:7,8).

 

Jesus Glorified His Disciples

The Father did give Jesus glory, and Jesus in turn gave that glory to His disciples.  Speaking to the Father in prayer regarding His disciples, Jesus said, “I have given them the glory that you gave me” (Jn. 17:22).

 

This has application for us today.  We know that Jesus has given us (as disciples) the glory the Father gave Him.  We “all reflect the Lord’s glory” and we are “being transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:18).

 

So it is true that we all reflect the glory of the glorious Lord.  We reflect the glory we have been given.  How do we reflect that glory? We do so with “unveiled faces” ( 2 Cor 3:18).  Just as the glory of God was reflected in the face of Moses, so the glory of God is also reflected in our faces.  Just as it was with Moses, that glory is seen as a certain radiance about us.  “We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away.” (2 Cor 3:13).

 

Also, whereas the glorious radiance on the face of Moses was such that it faded away, the glory we have been given is an ever-increasing glory (2 Cor 3:10).  It is shining ever brighter until the fullness (Prov 4:18).  It surpasses the glory given to Moses.  This is both a greater glory and a lasting glory!  “How much greater is the glory which lasts!”  (2 Cor 3:11).

 

The Relationship Between Glory and Character

According to Webster’s Dictionary, character is “the combination of emotional, intellectual, and moral qualities that distinguish one person or group from another.”  While there can be no glory without a godly character, the glory of God is not the character of God.  It is rather the effulgence of light that comes from His presence.  

 

For us who are still earth-bound, the glory of God is not something we currently display in its fullness, although God is glorified through our lives (as when men see our good works and glorify God in heaven).  While we do have glory in part now, our final glorified state is yet future.

 

The apostle Peter said, “I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who will share in the glory to be revealed.” (1 Pet 5:1).  Peter spoke of his sharing in the glory as something yet future that would eventually be revealed.  As an elder, Peter was a man who displayed godly character.  We can clearly see that in the book of Acts in the first 10 chapters. Yet he spoke in the future tense of sharing in the glory to be revealed.

 

Peter also spoke of the Spirit of God as the Spirit of Glory, saying, “The Spirit of glory…rests on you.” (1 Pet 4:14).  So we see that this glorious Spirit already rests upon us presently.  Yet there is an aspect that is yet future.  What is it?

 

Paul said, “When Christ, who is your life appears, then you will also appear with Him in glory” (Col 3:4).  From this we see that Christ will appear one day in the glory of the Father and His angels.  When that occurs, then we who believe in Christ will appear with Him in glory.  This is not a present state, but a very specific reference to a future event.

 

Paul also referred to “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col 1:27).  Christ in us presently is the hope of a glory that is yet future. If we already radiated glory in its fullness, then we would not hope for it.  Who hopes for something he already has?  But we hope for what we do not yet have.

 

While our final glorified state is yet future, Paul indicated that we do presently reflect the Lord’s glory in part. He said that our transformation into Christ’s likeness is happening in such a way that causes us to increasingly reflect His glory more and more.  “We who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory are being transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:18).

 

Paul said that if the Lord knew us before we were born, He predestined us to be conformed to the likeness of Jesus.  And if He predestined us, He also called us by name to serve Him.  If He called us, He also justified us.  “Those he justified he also glorified.” (Rom 8:30).  This is an amazing thing that we have been given in Christ by God.  But there is still something much greater to come that is yet future.  Paul spoke of  “The glory that will be revealed in us.” (Rom 8:18). He also said “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God” (Rom 5:2).  Both of these statements refer to something that has not happened yet.  

 

Even Jesus, while on earth, prayed, “Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you…I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.” (Jn 17:1,4,5).  First of all, since we know He is the same yesterday, today, and forever, we know that His character never changed. (Heb 13:8)  Yet we see that Jesus did not claim to be in a glorified state, but spoke of the glory He previously had with the Father (past tense), and the glory he would have in the presence of the Father (a future state).  

 

This is why we certainly cannot claim to have the fullness of the glory of God, nor can we claim we will have it until Christ is revealed.  Even Jesus didn’t claim to possess it while walking the earth, and we know his character was impeccable.  Therefore, the glory of God is not the character of God.  Rather, glory reflects ones true character.

 

Bright Eyes, Light Filled Bodies, and the Kingdom of God

Pastor Daniel Ekechukwu experienced a terrible car accident in Nigeria in December 2001.  While he was in the ambulance, being taken to the hospital after the accident, he died.  Two angels appeared to him.  He said their appearance terrified him.  They wore bright white robes that appeared to be attached to their bodies and the pupils of their eyes were white.

 

Jesus said that if our eyes were good then our whole body would be filled with light.  The reason is that our eye is the lamp of the body.  He said that if our eye is bad then our body would be filled with darkness.  He went on to say, “see to it that the light within you is not darkness.” (Lk 11:35)

 

So from this passage we learn that there is supposed to be light within our bodies.  This is God’s purpose.  But it depends on the quality of the eye.  In the natural, a person whose eyes are bad (or who is blind) sees nothing but darkness.  But when our eyes are good, we see the light around us as it enters our eyes and reaches the optical nerves, sending signals to our brain to interpret the images we’ve seen.  Likewise, in the spirit, if we are able to see well spiritually, then our whole body will be full of light.  Jesus concluded saying, “Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you.” (Lk 11:36).

 

This final state that Jesus described indicates how we will appear if our whole body is full of light and no part of it dark.  When that happens, then our whole body will be completely lighted.  In fact he said it would be like the light of a lamp is shining on us.  Clearly he meant our bodily appearance would be visibly affected.

 

On the contrary, when someone is filled with wickedness, they will not have this bodily appearance.  We have all seen someone who is living in sin and depravation, and it seems they have an actual darkness about them.  In order to understand this phenomenon, it is helpful to see an illustration in real life.  First we find an example of those whose eyes were bad in Luke 11:37-54.  The Pharisees wanted to look bright and clean and to have their cups and dishes look that way also.  So they cleaned the outside.  But Jesus said they were full of greed and wickedness, which is darkness.  So they were going about it backwards.  If they would rid themselves of the darkness in their hearts, they would be bright and clean on the outside.  But it all began with the eye, and their eyes were bad.  As we read the rest of the passage, it is clear that they did not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ. They were blinded.  That’s why they "opposed Jesus fiercely, besieged him with questions, and waited to catch him in something he might say.” (Lk 11:53,54)

 

Now for an illustration from real life of someone who had good eyes and whose body was full of light.  For that we turn back to Lk 9:28-33.  Jesus’ eyes were good and, of course, His whole body was full of light.  But he took upon Himself the nature of a servant. He was made in human likeness being found in appearance as a man.  Just as the angels can allow men to see their glory or not, so Jesus chose not to allow His glory to be seen.  He also told demons to hush when they declared who he was.  And when he healed people, he told them not to tell anyone who did it.

 

But he told His disciples that He would come in His glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.” (Lk 9:26).  That coming will usher in the kingdom of God visibly into the world.  For He went on to say, “Some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.” (Lk 9:27).  The way Mark recorded it, Jesus said, “Some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power” (Mark 9:1).

 

Only 8 days later, “He took Peter, James, and John up onto a mountain to pray.  As He was praying, the appearance of His face changed, and His clothes became as bright as a flash of lighting.” (Lk 9:28, 29).  Mark recorded that “His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them”  (Mk. 9:3).  So these three disciples got to see the kingdom of God before they tasted death, just as Jesus said.  They saw the kingdom of God as Jesus allowed them to see His glory. It says, “They saw His glory and the two men standing with Him.” (v.30).

 

Peter, James, and John were the closest disciples of Jesus.  They had walked with Him for nearly 3 ½ years at this point and knew Him.  They had seen His holy, loving, and merciful character every day.  But now for the first time they saw His glory.

 

Moses and Elijah also appeared with Him in “glorious splendor” speaking about His departure.  So we find here a perfect example of those whose eyes are good, whose bodies are completely lighted as when the light of a lamp shines upon them.  

 

Does this mean I can have that today?  What’s the practical application for my life?  Well to a degree I can have this today.  Ultimately in my glorified state, I will appear fully glorified.  “When He appears, we shall be like Him.” For the time being though, I am being changed from glory to glory in a gradual way.  And since Jesus was telling the truth, I will experience the light of His glory now to the extent that my eyes are good, and to the extent that I rid myself of all darkness.  Then one day I will be completely glorified (Rom 8:30).  

 

What will my body be like?  The “sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another, and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.” (1 Cor 15:41). The word we translate as “splendor” here is doxa, which means glory.  Notice that the sun, moon, and stars all have a splendid light, or a glory, about them.  But they vary in intensity and brightness.  Likewise, my final glorified state will have a splendid light, a glory, about it.  Its intensity and brightness will be in proportion to the extent I follow the Lord in obedience now and walk in the light during this earthly journey.  As Dale Rumble once said, “The garments we’ll wear for eternity are the ones we’re weaving today.”

 

“See to it then that the light within you is not darkness.” (Lk 11:35).

 

Radiating the Light of God's Glory

“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His Powerful word.” (Heb 1:3)  Jesus is described as the radiance of God’s glory.  The Greek word for radiance is apaugasma, which means radiance or effulgence.  Effulgence is a brilliant radiance.  So apaugasma may be seen as a brilliant radiance.  In this passage, the writer says Jesus is the apaugasma  tas doxas, which is the brilliant radiance of the glory of God. The church fathers (Origen, Gregory of Nyssa, Theodoret, and Chrysostom) said that the Greek meaning of this verse was phos ek photos, which means Light out of Light or Light from Light.  That’s what Jesus is.  He described Himself as the Light.

 

“The light shines in the darkness…The true Light that gives light to every man was coming into the world…We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son.” (Jn 1:5,9,14). 

 

We know the Lord’s glory is so bright that when Saul saw Him in the brilliance of the noonday on the road to Damascus, the Lord’s glory blinded him.  “Suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.” (Acts 9:3).  Afterward, “Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing.” (Acts 9:8).

 

Perhaps one of the most powerful passages in the Bible is in Revelation 1.  There the apostle John described what the glorified Lord Jesus looked like when he saw Him on the Isle of Patmos.  

“And among the seven lamp stands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of rushing waters.  In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp double-edged sword.  His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance” (Rev. 1:16). 

 

When John saw Jesus like this he fell at His feet as though dead.  Who can see the glory of God’s face and live?  Who can see Jesus in this glorified state and not be forever changed.  The brilliant light in his eyes and body is unlike anything we have ever seen.  

 

We Shall be Like Him

Yet we will be like Him when He appears.  John said, “What we will be has not yet been made known.  But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself” (1 Jn 3:2,3).  We who believe in Jesus have this hope in us of seeing Jesus as He is, and being made like Him.  As John said, we purify ourselves in preparation for it.  Until then, we continue to reflect his glory in an ever increasing way as we do the good works He created us to do. 

 

Conclusion

As the Scripture reveals to us, glory is something visible.  As Dr. Rodman Williams states, “The divine glory is the radiant splendor and awesome majesty of God Himself. Glory is not so much a particular attribute but the effulgence of splendor and majesty that shines through in every aspect of God's being and action.”  

 

We give glory to God by completing the good works He has given each of us to do.   This includes spending time in the Lord’s presence and speaking with the Him.  When God gives glory to man it affects his appearance, making his face positively radiant.  When we walk in the light, that light is reflected and seen in our being.  Those who walk in darkness cannot experience this divine glory.  In fact, they cannot experience glory at all, except in some temporal, worldly sense, such as that associated with fame, fortune, power, and physical beauty.

 

But the path of the righteous is like the dawn, shining ever brighter until the full day.  As our character is gradually transformed to become more like Christ’s, there is a gradual increase in his divine glory upon us.  Glory follows godly character, but is not itself that character.  

 

In the kingdom of God, Jesus rules and reigns supreme.   Because of that, His glory is evident in His kingdom.  When the disciples saw His kingdom, they saw His glory, and it was brighter than the sun.  While the glory of God is something that we can experience now, there is a future consummation of glory in the world to come for those who know Christ.  The deepest longing of mankind is to see God Himself, and that will be fulfilled when we see his face
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The Light of the World
10 “The Light of the World” Matthew 5:14-16
The story of how Jesus identified himself as “the light of the world” is remarkably beautiful and instructive. It happened on the day following the spectacular nighttime ceremony known as the Illumination of the Temple, which took place in the temple treasury before four massive golden candelabra that were topped with huge torches. It is said that the candelabra were as tall as the highest walls of the temple, and that at the top of these candelabra were mounted great bowls that held sixty-five liters of oil. There was a ladder for each candelabrum, and when evening came, healthy young priests would carry oil up to the great bowls and light the protruding wicks. Eyewitnesses said that the huge flames that leapt from these torches illuminated not only the temple but all of Jerusalem. After the torches were roaring high above the people, the Mishna tells us:

Men of piety and good works used to dance before them with burning torches in their hands singing songs and praises and countless Levites played on harps, lyres, cymbals, and trumpets and instruments of music.1
The exotic rite celebrated the great pillar of fire (the glorious cloud of God’s presence) that led the people of Israel during their sojourn in the wilderness and spread its fiery billows over the tabernacle.

It was in the temple treasury the following morning, with the charred torches still in place, that Jesus lifted his voice above the crowd and proclaimed, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). There could scarcely be a more emphatic way to announce one of the supreme truths of his existence. Christ was saying in effect, “The pillar of fire that came between you and the Egyptians, the cloud that guided you by day in the wilderness and illumined the night and enveloped the tabernacle, the glorious cloud that filled Solomon’s temple — that was me!” Jesus is the light of the world! He is everything suggested by the storied cloud of glory. Moreover, he is everything suggested by the glowing metaphor of light — and much more.

This great fact that he is the light of the world is foundational to our thinking and must control it as we examine the unforgettable words of Matthew 5:14-16, where our Lord applies the metaphor to us.

The Spiritual Facts About Light in The World

The foundational fact that Jesus is the light of the world is glorious, but it suggests the equally foundational but inglorious fact that the world is in darkness. The physical earth is shrouded with dark clouds, suspended in dark space. The darkness of the world is a spiritual darkness that dominates the entire world system, and it is terrible. But the real horror is that the inhabitants of the earth love it! John tells us, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). Darkness by itself is one thing, but intentional darkness is far worse. To be subject to the darkness of the night before the dawn is one thing, but it is quite another thing to deliberately live in caves and refuse to come to the light. Why this preference for darkness? John tells us that the world loves darkness because its deeds are evil. Unconsciously, and sometimes consciously, the world reasons very much as Lady Macbeth did as she planned a murder:

	Come, thick night,

	And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell,

	That my keep knife see not the wound it makes,

	Nor Heaven peep through the blanket of the dark.


That is a grim, unhappy picture, but it is Biblical and therefore true. The world is in darkness.

But it is the reality of the world’s darkness that makes Jesus’ pronouncement so thrilling. “You [emphatic: you alone] are the light of the world [and no one else!].” If we are truly believers, we are the light of the world! To say such a thing about ourselves without divine precedent and sanction would be the height of arrogance. But Jesus said it, and it is easily one of the most amazing statements to ever fall from Christ’s lips — especially realizing what we are like when left to ourselves. It is a fact — we are light.

How can this be? Dr. Barnhouse, the master of illustration, used to explain it this way. He said that when Christ was in the world, he was like the shining sun that is here in the day and gone at night. When the sun sets, the moon comes up. The moon, the church, shines, but not with its own light. It shines with reflected light. When Jesus was in the world he said, “I am the light of the world.” But as he contemplated leaving this world, he said, “You are the light of the world.” At times the church has been at full moon, dazzling the world with an almost daytime light. These have been times of great enlightenment, times such as those of Paul and Luther and Wesley. And at other times the church has been only a thumbnail moon, with very little light shining upon the earth. Whether the church is a full moon or a new thumbnail moon, waxing or waning, it reflects the light of the sun.2
Our light is a reflected or derived light. It does not originate from us. That is a great illustration, as far as it goes. However, I believe the Scriptures teach that the light is more than reflected, that we in fact become light ourselves. Ephesians 5:8 says, “for you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.” Somehow our incorporation in Christ allows us to some extent to be light, however imperfect. Our light is still derived from him — not a ray of it comes from ourselves — but it is more than reflected. We “participate in the divine nature,” as Peter says (2 Peter 1:4). This is a mystery.

But the beautiful thing is, it works! The church has had some great shining lights. When the English martyrs Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley were being taken to the stake to be burned, Latimer turned to Ridley and said, “Be of good cheer, Brother Ridley, we have lighted such a candle in England as by the grace of God shall never be put out.” Latimer and Ridley continue to shine as great lights in the world. There are also lesser lights, for the mystery works for all believers, even children. When my now grown daughter Holly was in the first grade, she weekly approached her teacher, Mrs. Smith, and timidly said, “Mrs. Smith, will you come to church?” Mrs. Smith would promise to do so. And when Mrs. Smith did not show up, Holly would approach her on Monday morning and say, “Mrs. Smith, you didn’t come to church.” Who could resist those big, sad, brown eyes? Finally Mrs. Smith came, and she came again, and she came to know Jesus. Today she is a remarkable, radiant sunbeam herself. This is a mystery, and it is beautiful. Somehow believers shine with the light of Christ, and it goes forth with life-changing effect. The facts are: Jesus is the light; the world is in darkness; somehow believers are light. If we are believers, we will shine somehow, some way.

The question is, how can we shine even more? A man returning from a journey brought his wife a matchbox that would glow in the dark. After he gave it to her, she turned out the light, but it could not be seen. Both thought they had been cheated. Then the wife noticed some French words on the box and asked a friend to translate them. The inscription said: “If you want me to shine in the night, keep me in the light.” So it is with us! We must expose ourselves to Jesus, delight in his Word, and spend time in prayer soaking up his rays. As Paul says:

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18)

If you want to shine in the night, keep your eye on the Light.

The Spiritual Function of Light in the World

Our Lord dramatizes the function of light by giving two examples — a city perched on a hill and a light set in a home. First, believers are to function like a city set on a hill. Jesus says, “A city on a hill cannot be hidden” (v. 14b). There is no way to obscure a city on the crest of a hill. Having traveled a little in Ecuador, I can testify that the light of the city of Quito, situated at 10,000 feet, illumines the sky for seventy-five miles around. It cannot be hidden. Yet when you are in the great city itself, the light from the tiny villages higher above in the Andes is easily seen. Cities on hills cannot be hidden. Believers are like this. They are visible. There is no such thing as an invisible believer. As Dr. Lloyd-Jones said, “If we find in ourselves a tendency to put the light under a bushel, we must begin to examine ourselves and make sure that it really is ‘light.’”3
That is good, gracious advice! Do we hide our light? And if so, are we really light? Christians are visible, and this visibility makes them like the beckoning lights of a city on a hill. Inside there is light and what goes with it — warmth and safety.

In addition to being like a hilltop city, Christians are like an ancient household lamp. Jesus goes on to say, “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house” (v. 15).

The point is unmistakable: The principal function of a household lamp, and of a believer, is to provide illumination to all around. This simple metaphor tells us so much. Light reveals things as they really are. All of us have at some time walked into an unfamiliar room and have felt our way to the lamp and turned the light on, discovering a room far different from what we imagined. Light also promotes life. In metropolitan Chicago where I live and minister, summer patio plants flourish in the basement all winter if we provide them with enough light — even if it is artificial. Even broken bones mend faster if we can soak up some sunlight. Light is persistent. It constantly assaults the surface of the earth and will penetrate the slightest crack. The darkest place is not safe from it if the tiniest opening appears. Light also awakens us.

Jesus, our Captain and Model, did all of these things and more by bringing spiritual light into the world. He did not make the darkness darker — he simply made it felt. His life was such that men and women were made to feel what they could not feel before — their sin, imperfection, and impurity. Christ made possible a clearer distinction between good and evil. He eliminated the option of thinking ourselves good by comparison with others. He was and is the standard! At the same time his perfectly beautiful life drew men and women to him. We are lamps, and the Householder places us strategically. “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand.” The light is placed strategically so it can shine to best advantage. And God does the placing. We are simply to shine where we are placed. In fact, it is in the darker and less promising places that light has the greatest effect. Consider Dr. Boris Kornfeldt who shared his faith with the diseased and sickly Alexander Solzhenitsyn in the Russian Gulag. God calls us to shine where we are. “Brighten the corner where you are.”

How beautiful this all is! God has made us visible like a city on a hill. God has enabled us to illumine life like a lamp in a dark room. God has placed us where he wants us to shine to best advantage. Our presence is meant to reveal life, sin, and goodness as they are — to provide a light that draws others to it like a summer lamp. How beautiful it is when this happens. Some time ago a young man spent a week with my family. He had lived across the street from us a number of years earlier. He had been just a boy then but was a strapping 6’4” when he came to stay with us, visiting one of my sons. During that time he committed his life to Christ because of the light he had seen over the years. How wonderful it is when we see this occur.

The Spiritual Responsibility That These Facts and Functions Bring

The facts and functions of light in our lives and world bring us a great responsibility. Our Lord is very explicit about this: “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (v. 16). This is a command, not a suggestion. Jesus says, “If you are light, then shine!” This is not an option. Let us keep the emotion of this imperative before us as we consider what he says. The mode of shining, he tells us, is “good deeds.” The word he uses is kalos, which carries the idea of attractiveness or beauty, rather than the more common agathos, which means good in quality. Jesus wants our light to shine through beautiful, attractive works! Of course, he is not recommending self-conscious, staged works. Yet he does suggest that we should let them be beautiful. Our Lord would thus tell us that works of compassion and caring are top-priority. John Stott says it well:

Indeed, the primary meaning of “works” must be practical, visible deeds of compassion. It is when people see these, Jesus said, that they will glorify God, for they embody the good news of his love which we proclaim. Without them our gospel loses its credibility and our God his honour.4
And why should we be given to beautiful, shining works? “. . . that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” All glory to God! Soli Deo Gloria. As David said, “Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory” (Psalm 115:1). May that be our prayer as well.

Jesus’ pronouncement “You [you alone] are the light of the world” is amazing and thrilling. It suggests that we become like him in relation to this world. We would not have dared to say it, but he did — to our everlasting amazement.

As light, becoming like him, we are sure to prevail. Ultimately he will completely vanquish the forces of darkness.

	As by the sun in splendour

	The flags of night are furled,

	So darkness will surrender

	To Christ who lights the world.5


The day is coming when darkness will be gone.

Moreover, in eternity we will be part of the shining light ourselves. Jesus said at the end of the Mystery Parables that “The righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matthew 13:43). That is us — you and me! How can that be? I am not sure. C. S. Lewis once noted that the heavens only reflect or suggest the glory of God. But we share the glory of the Father with Christ. And we will be more glorious than the heavens. Lewis says:

Nature is mortal. We shall outlive her. When all the suns and nebulae have passed away, each one of you will still be alive. Nature is only the image, the symbol. . . . We are summoned to pass in through nature beyond her to the splendor which she fitfully reflects.6
I believe that with all my heart. I do not understand it, but I believe that for us as Christians there is a glory awaiting us that involves, in some way, an even greater shining forth. I do not know if we will be 100 watts or 200, 300, or 1,000! We might be like fireflies or we might be like supernovas. But somehow we are going to enter into the fame and approval of God, and we will be glorious beings, far beyond all imagination.

But at the same time we are light right now. Jesus says, “You [you alone] are the light of the world.” Let us covenant with all our being to shine as brightly as possible in this dark world. Let us covenant to expose ourselves to the face of Jesus in prayer. Let us covenant to be visible for him. Let us covenant to shine wherever he places us. Let us covenant to do beautiful works. Let us covenant to remind ourselves that we always will be light — and to live in that reality.
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Light, Shine, Lamp 
Light always involves the removal of darkness, a contrast common to all the word-groups dealt with in this article. phos denotes brightness, light itself, or that which radiates light, e.g. a lamp or torch. But since light is essential to all life, light and life are closely linked, as are darkness and death. phos, therefore, has a wide range of associations in figurative language, from the light of life and the soul to salvation or happiness. The vb. lavmpw and its compounds describe the function or effect of the light coming from an object (or, metaphorically, from men, etc.). phaino is largely synonymous with lampo, but it lays greater stress on the object itself. It therefore means in cl. Gk. to bring to light; in the pass. to become visible, appear; and in the mid. (as most often in the NT) phainomai means to let oneself be seen, to appear as something, to have the appearance of. lychnos originally meant the same as lychnia, i.e. a lampstand for diffusing the beam of the lamp (lampas) placed upon it. Later, however, lychnos came to be used for the lamp itself, and figuratively for the eye. Like phos, phengos means light, but occurs only three times in the NT: twice with reference to the light of the moon (Matt. 24:29; Mk. 13:24; both quoting Isa. 13:10), and once (Lk. 11:33) referring to the light of a lamp. 

lavmpw G3290 (lampo), shine; lampav" G3286 (lampas), torch, lamp; lamprov" G3287 (lampros), beaming, bright, shining, radiant, gleaming, beautiful; lamprovth" G3288 (lamprotes), brilliance, splendour, large-heartedness; lamprw'" G3289 (lampros), brilliantly, splendidly, sumptuously; ejklavmpw G1719 (eklampo), shine forth; perilavmpw G4334 (perilampo), surround with light. 

CL 1. lampo, found since Homer, especially in Gk. poetry, is generally intrans. and means to shine (rarely trans., to illuminate). In its lit. sense it refers to sources of light such as the sun, lightning, a torch or a lamp, but it is frequently used fig. in reference to men, e.g. eyes flashing with anger, shining faces, radiant beauty. The compound perilampo is used trans. in the sense of to surround with light, while eklampo (since Aeschylus) is intrans. and means to shine forth, e.g. of the sun. The noun lampas (since Aeschylus) means a torch (made of resinous pine-wood) or a lamp (i.e. an oil-vessel with a wick). lamprotes, on the other hand, is abstract, meaning brilliance, or fig. large-heartedness, and is found from Herodotus onwards. Finally, the adj. lampros (since Homer) means beaming, gleaming, shining white (cf. leukos, white, gleaming), and the adv. lampros (since Aeschylus) means brilliantly, splendidly, sumptuously. 

2. While in its primary sense lampo describes the function of light (movrfwsi"), in illuminating darkness (skotos), used metaphorically it can refer to a shining hero striking fear into men’s hearts (e.g. Homer, Il. 20, 46). Justice and certain virtues are also said to shine forth. 

The flaming torch is associated with the Eleusinian deities and with Artemis and Hecate, i.e. it is a symbol of purification and serves to drive away demonic powers. A further connection with deity is seen when, e.g., a grove is said to light up at the appearance of a god (cf. Hesiod, Scutum Herculis 71). Such passages, however, are rare, for on the whole the Gk. concept “does not specifically associate that which shines with the divine” (A. Oepke, TDNT IV 18). Only later, under Egyptian and particularly under oriental influence, does a “religion of light” properly so-called, arise within the Hel. world, reaching its full development in gnosticism (movrfwsi"). 

OT In the LXX lampo and eklampo stand for the Heb. equivalents sahah (to shine), zahar (hiph. trans. to illumine, to teach; intrans. to shine) and nagah (to shine, to light; hiph. to cause to shine). 

([T. McComiskey] In the LXX lampas represents the Heb. lappîd which means torch and is so used in Gen. 15:17; Jdg. 7:16, 20; 15:4, 5. It was used frequently in the OT to describe something of brilliant or dazzling appearance. In Ezek. 1:13 the word describes the undulating light in the midst of the four creatures [cf. Dan. 10:6]. In Nahum 2:4 [5] the word describes the gleaming of chariots and in Job 41:10 [11] the exhalations of Leviathan. In Isa. 62:1 the word describes the visible manifestation of Israel’s deliverance among the nations. And in Zech. 12:6 the clans of Judah are likened to a flaming torch that ignites sheaves. The word lampas also represents the Aramaic nebrasta' [lampstand] in Dan. 5:5. In the LXX lamprotes stands for the Heb. no'am in Pss. 90:17 [89:17]. The word no'am means pleasantness or favour with no intrinsic concept of brightness.) 

These words are important theologically since, in certain contexts, they indicate that God manifests himself as light and hence as a source of illumination, though Yahweh himself is rarely found as the subject of one of these vbs. (see 2 Sam. 22:29: “my God lightens my darkness”; cf. Ps. 18:28, where, however, the vb. is photizein). As a rule his kabôd, the radiance of his glory (Glory, art. dovxa) is represented in terms of man-made or natural luminaries. 

Thus flaming torches (lampades pyros) indicate the presence of God (Gen. 15:17; Ezek. 1:13); cf. Exod. 19:18; 24:17, where Yahweh is associated with the smoke and fire on Mount Sinai, and similarly in the Sinai narrative his presence as lawgiver is made known by flashes of lightning (Exod. 20:18). In Zech. 4:1ff. there is the vision of the seven-branched candlestick with lamps symbolizing the eyes of the Lord which survey the whole earth. Presumably “the ever-burning lamp in the temple is a representation of the kabôd” (S. Aalen, Die Begriffe “Licht” und “Finsternis” im Alten Testament, im Spätjudentum und im Rabbinismus, 1951, 75). Certainly the seven-branched lampstand (Exod. 25:31ff.) is “a symbol of life and light” just as the lamp is “a symbol of happiness and prosperity” (cf. Jer. 25:10; Prov. 31:18; 13:9; Job 29:3), and therefore, to the godly man, they point back to God as the “Lord and source of all these blessings” (S. Aalen, op. cit., 66). Even Job 41:10ff. fits this context of ideas, for Leviathan pictured as a crocodile spitting out sparks of fire (v. 19) is an impressive illustration of the power and greatness of the Creator. 

Hence in the OT lightning, flaming torches and lamps frequently indicate a theophany or otherwise draw attention to the glory of Yahweh. Furthermore, there is often a close connection between flaming torches and divine judgment (cf. Num. 16:35), an association vividly portrayed in Zech. 12:6, where the princes of Israel, as instruments of divine justice, are likened to flaming torches ready to consume Israel’s enemies (cf. Nah. 2:4). Occasionally the radiance of the divine glory can also be reflected by men acting on behalf of Yahweh. There is no suggestion anywhere, however, of “a passing of the divine substance of light into man” (A. Oepke, TDNT IV 22). Nevertheless, the future of the covenant people is radiant with light and life (cf. Ps. 36:9; Dan. 12:3 Theodotion’s Gk. text), while that of the godless is dark (Prov. 4:18, 19). These latter ideas in particular are developed in late Judaism (2 Esd. 7:97; Eth.Enoch 51:5; cf. A. Oepke, TDNT IV 23 f.). 

NT In the NT lampo occurs 7 times, perilampo twice, eklampo once, lampas and lampros 9 times each, and lamprotes and lampros once each. Out of 30 occurrences in all, 9 are in Matt., and 7 in Rev. 

1. The words are used in their lit. sense to denote the shining of the sun (Acts 26:13; cf. 2 Cor. 4:6, where as in the OT stress is laid on the creative act of God in causing light to break forth); similarly of lightning (Lk. 17:24; cf. Rev. 8:10) and of a light upon a lampstand (Matt. 5:15 f. par. Lk. 11:33f.). 

Equally lit. is the use of lampades (plur. of lampas) both for torches (Jn. 18:3 in the account of Jesus’ arrest; cf. Rev. 4:5; 8:10) and for (oil-) lamps (Matt. 25:1, 3f., 7f.; Acts 20:8). 

2. The adj. lampros can denote the magnificance of a garment, indicating affluence or luxury (Jas. 2:2f.; cf. Lk. 23:11; Rev. 19:8). Used without immediate reference to clothing, it pictures the faded splendour of the “harlot of Babylon” (Rev. 18:14), or, adverbially, the luxurious living of the rich man in Lk. 16:19. In these passages the words begin to have metaphorical significance, for true splendour comes only from heaven. Thus Paul, on his way to Damascus, is suddenly surrounded by a light “brighter than the sun” (Acts 26:13: ouranothen hyper ten lamproteta tou heliou perilampsan me phos), and similarly, in Lk. 2:9, the shepherds are surrounded with the radiance of the angels, who, in the NT generally, appear as shining figures in a blaze of light (Acts 10:30; 12:7; Rev. 15:6; cf. Matt. 28:2f.; Rev. 18:1). 

3. But supremely it was Jesus Christ himself who was so “transfigured” by divine radiance that his face shone (elampsen) like the sun and his garments became white as light (Matt. 17:2; cf. Mk. 9:2f.; Lk. 9:29). In John’s vision of the future he appears as the bright morning star (Rev. 22:16). This and related word-groups are particularly important in John’s vision (luvcno"; movrfwsi"); cf. the reference to the river of the water of life, “bright as crystal”, flowing from the throne of God (Rev. 22:1). As the lightning illuminates the whole sky, so (according to Lk. 17:24) will it be at Christ’s parousia. “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matt. 13:43, quoting Dan. 12:3). 

Until that time Christ’s disciples have the task of shining like lights on a lampstand (Matt. 5:15f. luvcno"; cf. Rev. 1:12, 20; 2:1), which is made possible only by sharing with Paul in the experience of 2 Cor. 4:6. H.-C. Hahn  
luvcno" G3394 (lychnos), lamp, light; lucniva G3393 (lychnia), candlestick, lampstand. 

CL & OT Already in Homer lychnos (root leuk; cf. Latin lux, light) means light, lamp (cf. Homer, Od. 19, 34). At a later period this was almost invariably some form of oil-lamp (lampas). The latter was often placed upon a lampstand or candlestick (lychnia, since Plutarch) in order to diffuse the beam. 

In the Gk. world and among the Israelites, lamp and lampstand were important both as everyday objects (cf. 2 Ki. 4:10), and for the part they played in public worship (cf. especially the seven-branched candlestick in the tabernacle and the temple, e.g. Exod. 25:13ff.; Heb. 9:2). 

NT In the NT lychnos occurs 14 times (of which 6 are in the writings of Lk. and 3 in Rev.), and lychnia 11 times (of which 7 are in Rev.). The importance of lights and lamps (e.g. for the household, Lk. 15:8) explains why Jesus used them to illustrate his disciples’ function in the world: as the lamp on the candlestick lights up the surrounding darkness, so the disciples are to have an illuminating effect upon their environment (Matt. 5:15ff.; Mk. 4:21; Lk. 8:16; 11:33). The eye is called “the light [lychnos] of the body” (Matt. 6:22; Lk. 11:33). “On its health depends whether the blessings of light come to man” (W. Michaelis, TDNT IV 326). The ensuing reference to the eye being haplous, single or sound, is taken by D. Hill to reflect the Heb. tam (Aram. selîm) meaning singleness of purpose, undivided loyalty (The Gospel of Matthew, 1972, 142). Hill endorses the gloss of F. V. Filson: “If a man divides his interest and tries to focus on both God and possessions, he has no clear vision, and will live without clear orientation and direction” (A Commentary on the Gospel according to St. Matthew, 1960, 100). 

While Jesus described himself as light (movrfwsi"), his forerunner John the Baptist is likened to a burning and shining lamp (ho lychnos ho kaiomenos kai phainon, Jn. 5:35). Similarly, two witnesses are compared to two lampstands (Rev. 11:4, cf. Zech. 4:3, 11-14), and the seven churches are symbolized by seven golden lampstands (Rev. 1:12f., 20; 2:1). The source of the witnesses’ and the churches’ light is indicated by 2 Pet. 1:19, where the word of prophecy is called “light” in that it looks forward to the glory of Christ. It is clear from Rev. 2:5 that the light of Christian witness can become dull and even go out, and that it can be renewed only by repentance (cf. Heb. 6:4ff., concerning the apostasy of those who have been enlightened). 

Babylon is warned that when she sinks in ruin, “The light of the lamp shall shine in thee no more” (Rev. 18:23; Babylon). The heavenly Jerusalem, on the other hand, will be illuminated by the glory of God (Rev. 21:23), which makes all lamps superfluous (Rev. 22:5) for God himself will be the sole light. Until that day, the Christian may be said to live in eschatological tension; he is therefore called to be watchful, as in the vivid metaphors of Lk. 12:35: “Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning”. 

.-C. Hahn  

LIGHT FOR THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS A SERMON DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 10, 1871, BY C. H. SPURGEON, AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON. “The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galileeof the Gentiles. The people which sat in darkness saw great Light, and to them whichs at in the region and shadow of death Light is sprung up.” Matthew 4:15, 16.
FULL of love to the place where He had been brought up, our Lord had gone to Nazareth, and in the Synagogue He had preached the most glad tidings. But, alas, the greatest of Prophets and the Lord of Prophets received no honor in His own country. “He came unto His own and His own received Him not.” Expelled from the city by violence, the

Patient One turned His footsteps another way. And yet, even when justly angry, love guided His footsteps. He must go,

for the Nazarenes had proved themselves unworthy—but where shall He go? He will go to the outcasts, to that part of

His country which was most neglected—to that region where the population was mixed and degenerate so as to be called

not Galilee of the Jews—but Galilee of the Gentiles.

He must go a distance from Jerusalem where little was known of the worship of the temple, where error was

rampant, where men’s minds were enveloped in darkness, and their hearts in the gloom of the shade of death. The loss of

Nazareth shall be the gain of Galilee. Even His judgment upon a place is overruled in mercy, and even thus, today, there

are some in this house who have often had Jesus preached to them from their very childhood. And until this hour they

have refused obedience to the Gospel’s command. What if He should now turn away from them? I pray He may not have

done so already. Yet, in turning away from them, He will deal with others in mercy. As the casting away of the Jews was

the salvation of the Gentiles, so the leaving of these privileged ones shall open a door of mercy and hope to those who

have not enjoyed the privilege before this time.

To you who are not familiar with the Gospel sound, to you who count yourselves more unworthy than the rest of mankind, to you desponding and despairing ones who write bitter things against yourselves, to you is the Gospel sent! As previously, the Lord preached to Zabulon and Nephthalim, and the people who sat in darkness saw a great light, even so is He this day proclaimed among you. From the text it appears that some are in greater darkness than others. And that, secondly, for such there is a hope of light. But that, thirdly, the light which will come to them lies all in Christ. And,

fourthly (joyful news!) that light is already sprung up all around them—they have but to open their eyes to delight in it.

I. SOME SOULS ARE IN GREATER DARKNESS THAN OTHERS. 

It appears from the text that it was so in Christ’s day, and certainly it is so now. Divine Sovereignty runs through all God’s dealings. He does not even distribute the privilege of hearing the Gospel to all alike, for some lands are as yet untrod by the missionary’s foot, while here at the corner of all our streets the Gospel is preached to us. Some, from the very circumstances of their birth and parentage, have never attended the worship of God, while others, even before they had the discretion to choose, were carried in their parents’ arms to the place where prayer is likely to be made.

God distributes His Grace and privileges even as He wills. In the text, those persons who were more deplorably

circumstanced than others are described first as being in darkness. “The people that sat in darkness,” by which is meant,

first, ignorance. The Galileans were notoriously ignorant—few teachers of the Law had been among them. They did not

know even the letter of the Law. So are there many to whom the Gospel, even in the theory of it, is a thing scarcely

known. They may have gone to places of worship in this country from their youth up, and have never heard the Gospel,

for the Gospel is a rare thing in some synagogues.

You shall hear philosophy, you shall hear ceremonialism and Sacramentarianism cried up, but the blessed Truth of God, “Believe, and live,” is kept in the background so that men may come to full age, yes, and even to old age, in

Christian England, and yet the plan of salvation by the righteousness of Jesus Christ may be an unknown thing to them.

They sit in the darkness of ignorance. The consequence is that another darkness follows—the darkness of error. Men who know not the Truth of God, since they must have some faith, seek out many inventions. If they are not taught of God, they soon become taught of Satan, and apt scholars are they in his school! Galilee was noted for the heresies which

abounded there.

But what a mercy it is that God can save heretics. Those who have received false doctrine, and added darkness to darkness in so doing, can yet be brought into the glorious light of Truth. Though they may have denied the Deity of Christ, though they may have doubted the inspiration of Scripture, though they may have fallen into many traps and

pitfalls of false doctrine, yet the Divine Shepherd, when He seeks His lost sheep, can find them out and bring them home

again. In consequence of being in the darkness of ignorance and error, these people were wrapt in the gloom of discomfort

and sorrow. Darkness is an expressive type of sorrow. The mind that knows not God, knows not the heart’s best rest.

There is no solace for our griefs like the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and those who are ignorant of it are tossed about

upon a stormy sea without an anchor. Glory be to God! When sorrow has brought on a midnight, Grace can transform it

into noon. This darkness of sorrow was no doubt attended with much fear. We love not darkness because we cannot see

what is before us, and therefore we are alarmed by imaginary dangers. And, in the same way, those who are ignorant of

the light of Christ will frequently be the victims of superstitious dread. Yes, and true and well-founded fears will arise,

too, for they will dread death, and the bar of God, and the sentence of justice.

Believe me, there is no darkness so black as the horror which surrounds many an awakened conscience when it sees its ruin, but cannot find a Savior. When it feels its sin, and cannot see the way by which it may be expiated. Here, then, we have considered one part of this sad condition—perhaps it describes some of you. It is said next that they “sat in
darkness.” Matthew did not quote from Isaiah correctly. I think he purposely alters it. Isaiah speaks, in his ninth chapter, of a people that “walked in darkness.” But here the Evangelist speaks of a people who “sat in darkness.” That is

a state of less hopefulness. The man who walks is active—he has some energy left, and may reach a brighter spot. But a

man sitting down is inactive and will probably abide where he is. “The people which sat in darkness”—as if they had

been there a long while, and would be there longer yet.

They sat as though they had been turned to stone. They “sat in darkness,” probably through despair. They had, after a fashion, strived for the light, but had not found it, and so they gave up all hope. Their disappointed hearts told them

that they might as well spare those fruitless efforts and down they sat with the stolidity of hopelessness. Why should they

make any more exertion? If God would not hear their prayers, why should they pray any longer? Being ignorant of His

abounding Grace, and of the way of salvation by His Son, they considered themselves as consigned to perdition. They

“sat in darkness.”

Perhaps they sat there so long that they reached a state of insensibility and indifference, and this is a horrible

condition of heart, but, alas, a very common one. They said, “What matters it, since there is no hope for us? Let it be as

fate appoints, we will sit still—we will neither cry nor pray.” How many have I met with who are not only thus in

darkness, but are half-content to dare the terrible future, and sullenly wait till the storm-cloud of wrath shall burst over

them? It is a most sad and wretched condition, but what a blessing it is that this day we have a Gospel to preach to such!

Our description is not complete, for the text goes on to speak of them as sitting “in the region of death.” That is to

say, these people lived in a territory that appeared to be ruled by death, and to be death’s haunt and natural abode. Many

at this time, and in this city, are truly living in the domain of spiritual death. All around them is death. If they have

stepped into this house this morning, their position is an exception to their general one. They will go home to a Sunday breaking household. They hear oaths habitually, profane language, and lascivious songs. And thus they breathe the reek of the morgue.

If they have a good thought, it is ridiculed by those about them. They dwell as among the tombs, with men whose mouths are open sepulchers, pouring forth all manner of offensiveness. How sad a condition! It seems to such poor souls, perhaps, being now a little awakened, that everything about them is prophetic of death. They are afraid to take a step

lest the earth should open a door to the bottomless pit. I remember well, when I was under conviction, how all the world

seemed in league against me—the beasts of the field and even the stones. I wondered if the heavens could refrain from

falling upon me, or the earth from opening her mouth to swallow me up. I was under sentence of Divine wrath, and felt

as if I were in a condemned cell, and all creation were but the walls of my dungeon.

 “They sat in the region of death.” But it is added that they sat “in the shadow of death.” That is, under its cold,

poisonous, depressing shade. As though grim Death stood over them in all they did, and his shadow kept from them the

light of Heaven. They are sitting there this morning—they are saying to themselves, “Preach, Sir, as you may, you will

never comfort me—you may tell me of love and mercy, but I shall never be cheered. I am chilled through my very

marrow, as though the frost of death had smitten me—I am unable now to hope, or even to pray—my desires are all but

dead. Like a frozen corpse is my soul.”

And it is implied, too, that such death itself is very near, for those who are in the shadow of a thing are near to the thing itself. And the sinner, bewildered and amazed at the guilt of his sin, is only sure of one thing—and that is that he is

in immediate danger of being cast into Hell. I have known some afraid to shut their eyes at night, lest they should open

them in torment. Others have been afraid to go to their beds, lest their couch should become their coffin. They have not

known what to do, by reason of depression of spirit. Job’s language has been theirs, “My soul is weary of my life.”

It is clear to me that the description of the text very accurately pictures many of the sons of men. I pray God that

none of you poor darkened souls may be so foolish as to try to exclude yourself from it, though such is the perversity of

despondency that I greatly fear you may do so. However small we make the meshes of the Gospel net, there are certain

little fish that will find a way of escaping from its blessed toils. Though we try to meet the character, we miss it through

the singular dexterity of despair.

The fact is that when a man is sin-sick, his soul abhors all manner of meat, and unless the Beloved Physician shall interpose, he will die of famine with the Bread of Life spread out before him. Dear Friends, may the Lord visit you with

His saving health, and give to the saddest of you joy and peace in believing.

II. Having given the description of those in the darkness, let us now pass on to the second point. FOR THOSE WHO

ARE IN A WORSE CONDITION THAN OTHERS THERE IS HOPE AND LIGHT. To the benighted land of Zabulon

and Naphtali the Gospel came, and evermore to souls wrapt in gloom the Gospel has come as a cheering and guiding

light. And there are good reasons why it should be so. For, first, among such people the Gospel has reaped very rich

fruit. Among barbarous nations Christ has won great trophies. The poor Karens are wonders of Divine Grace. The

cannibals of the South Sea Islands are miracles of mercy—and among the once enslaved Ethiopians there are warm and

loving hearts which rejoice in Jesus’ name.

In this city, I will venture to say that no Churches reflect more honor upon the Master’s name than those which have been gathered from among the destitute districts. What wonders God has done by that blessed Church in Golden Lane,

under our dear brother Orsman! What conversions have taken place in connection with the mission churches of St. Giles’

and Whitechapel—Churches made of the poorest of the poor and the lowest of the low. God is glorified when the thief

and the harlot are washed and cleansed and made obedient to the Law of Christ. When those who are healed stand at the

pastor’s side, even ribald tongues are silent, or are made to exclaim, “What has God worked?”

The same is true of persons mentally depressed, who are despairing of themselves—many such have been converted. Some of us were brought very low before we found the Savior—lower we could not well have been—we were emptied like a dish that a man wipes and turns upside down. We had not even a drop of hope left in us. But we rejoice in Christ today and we say to despairing souls—we are personal witnesses that Christ has saved such as you are—He has in our case caused light to shine on those who sat in darkness, and out of death’s cold shade into life’s full light He has brought

us as prisoners of hope. And, therefore, He can do the same with you. Be of good courage, there is hope for you!

It is a further consolation to sad hearts that many promises are made to such characters, even to those who are most

dark. How precious is that word, “Come unto Me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Is not

that made for you, you burdened and laboring sinners? What do you say to that gracious word—“When the poor and

needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue fails for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Jacob will

not forsake them”? Is there no light in that word of love—“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his

thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him. And to our God, for He will abundantly

pardon”?

Is there no music in this passage—“Who is a God like unto You, that pardons iniquity, and passes by the

transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He retains not His anger forever, because He delights in mercy. He will

turn again, He will have compassion upon us. He will subdue our iniquities. And You will cast all their sins into the

depths of the sea”? I remember when my soul was stayed for weeks on that one short word, “Whoever calls upon the

Lord, shall be saved.” I knew I did call on His name, and therefore I hoped to see His salvation. Many have laid hold and rested themselves on this faithful saying, “Him that comes to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”

He will receive any “him” or “her” in all the world that comes, be he or she ever so defiled. That also is a rich word, “He is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever lives to make intercession for

them.” What a word was that of our Master when He commanded His disciples to preach the Gospel to every creature,

beginning at Jerusalem! They were to commence their labors among His murderers, among hypocritical Pharisees and

proud Herodians. They were to begin where the devil reigned most supreme, and to present Christ to the worst sinners

first. Don’t you see, then, that great sinners, so far from being excluded, are just those to whom the Good News is to be

first published? Be of good comfort, then, you that sit in darkness—there are special promises for you. Moreover,

remember that the conversion of the more deplorably dark and despairing brings the highest degree of glory to God.

When His Glory passes by great sin, then it is mercy, indeed. Where it is greatly displaced, it is greatly extolled. Many are

saved by Christ in whom the change is not very apparent, and consequently but little fame is brought to the Good

Physician through it. But, oh, if He will have mercy upon yonder mourner who has been these ten years in despair. If He

will say, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmities,” the whole parish will ring with it!

If Jesus will come and save that evil, ignorant sinner, whom everybody knows because he has become a pest and a nuisance to the town. If such a demoniac has the devil cast out of him, how all men will say, “This is the finger of God.”

Yes, a poor wretch brought back again, as the sixty-eighth Psalm has it, “from Bashan, and from the depths of the sea,”

is a splendid trophy to the conquering power of Almighty Grace. God’s great object is to glorify His great name. And, as

this is best accomplished when His mercy delivers the worst cases, there is surely hope for those who sit in darkness,

bound in affliction and iron.

Moreover, when they happily behold the light, such persons frequently become eminently useful to others. Their experience aids them in counseling others and their gratitude makes them eager to do so. O sweet Light, how precious are You to blind eyes, when they are newly opened. You do not know what it is to be blind—thank God that you do not—

there are some here, however, who painfully know what constant darkness is. It is a grievous privation—but when their

eyes are opened, as they will be in another state, and they see that best of sights, the King in His beauty, how sweet will

Light be to them!—

“Nights and days of total blindness

Are their portion here below.

Beams of love from eyes of kindness,

Never here on earth they know.

But on high they shall behold

Angels tuning harps of gold.

Rapture to the new-born sight!

Jesus in celestial light!

So, when the spiritual eye has long been dim and we have mourned and wept for sin, but could not behold a Savior, light is sweet beyond expression. And because it is so sweet there is a necessity within the enlightened soul to tell others the joyful news! When a man has deeply felt the evil of sin and has at length obtained mercy, he cries with David, “Then will I teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall be converted unto You.” John Bunyan’s impulse, when he found

the Savior, was to tell the crows on the plowed ground about it, and he lived to do better than talk to crows, for day by

day, from generation to generation, his works proclaim the Friend of sinners, who leads them from the City of

Destruction to the Celestial glory.

Zealous saints are usually those who once were in great darkness. They see what Divine Grace has done for them, and for that very reason they feel an attachment to their dear Lord and Master which they might never had felt if they had not once sat in the valley of the shadow of death. So, poor troubled ones, for these reasons, and fifty more I might bring if

time did not fail me, there is hope for you.

III. But now, the best part of our discourse comes under the third head. THE TRUE LIGHT FOR A SOUL IN

DARKNESS IS ALL IN CHRIST. Hear the text—“The people which sat in darkness saw great Light.” Now Christ is not only Light, but great Light. He reveals great things, He manifests great comforts, saves us from great sin & great wrath, and prepares us for great glory. He is, however, a Savior that must be seen. “The people that sat in darkness sawgreat Light.” Light is of no use unless it is seen. Faith must grasp the blessings which the Savior brings. “Look unto Me, & be you saved, all you ends of the earth.” We must see the Savior with a glance of faith—then we have Light. Let us consider how clearly Christ Jesus Himself is the Light of every believing eye, & delivers the most troubled soul from its misery.

In Him is light, and the Light is the light of men. Jesus personally is the day-dawn and the morning without clouds. First, there is Light in Christ’s name for a troubled sinner. What is it? Jesus. Jesus, a Savior! I am a sinner lost and

ruined, but I rejoice, for Jesus has come to seek and to save that which was lost! My sins trouble me, but He shall save His

people from their sins. Satan annoys me, but He has come to destroy the works of the devil. He is not a nominal, but a

real Savior. We know captains and colonels who have no troops, and never saw fighting, but not so the Captain of our salvation! He brings many sons unto Glory. If a man is called a builder, we expect him to build. If a merchant, we expect

him to trade. And as Jesus is a Savior, He will carry on His sacred business—He will save multitudes.

Why, surely there is comfortable hope here! Do you not see the dawning in the name of Savior? Surely if He comes to save, and you need saving, there is a blessed suitability in you for one another. A prisoner at the bar is glad to meet one who is by profession an advocate. A ship out of its track welcomes a pilot. A traveler lost on the moors is delighted if he meets one who is by trade a guide. And so a sinner should rejoice at the bare mention of a Savior.

There is similar encouragement in the second name, Christ, for it means Anointed. Our Lord Jesus is not an amateur Savior who has come here without a commission from God. He is not an adventurer, who sets up on his own account to do a kind of work for which he is not qualified—no, the Spirit of the Lord is upon Jesus, for the Lord has anointed Him to this work of saving souls. He is Jesus Christ, whom God has sent. God the Father has sealed Him. He spoke not of

Himself, but God who is with Him, and in Him. Why, Beloved Friend, now that I am in the Light I can see a whole sun

full of splendor in that double name Jesus Christ!

And yet I fear that those who are in darkness may not perceive it. Whom God anoints to save must surely be both able and willing to save the guilty. This name is as the morning star! Look at it, and know that day is near. It has such

joy in it that misery itself ought to leap with holy mirth at the sound of it. It is our delightful task to add that there is

light for those who sit in darkness in our Lord’s Person and Nature. Mark right well who this Jesus Christ is. He is in the

constitution of His Person both God and man, Divine and human—equal with God and fellow with man. Do you not see

in this fact the love of God, that He should be willing to take humanity into union with Himself?

If God becomes Man, He does not hate men, but has love towards them. Do you not see the suitability of Christ to deal with you, for He is like yourself a Man, touched with the feeling of your infirmities? Born of a human mother, He

hung at a woman’s breast. He suffered hunger and thirst and weariness. And, dead and buried in the tomb, He was

partaker in our doom as well as our sorrow. Jesus of Nazareth was most truly a Man—He is bone of our bone and flesh

of your flesh. O Sinner, look into the face of the Man of Sorrows and you must trust Him!

Since He is also God, you see there His power to carry on the work of salvation. He touches you with the hand of His humanity, but He touches the Almighty with the hand of His Deity. He is Man, and feels your needs. He is God, and is

able to supply them. Is anything too tender for His heart of love? Is anything too hard for His hand of power? When the

Lord Himself, that made the heavens and dug the foundations of the earth, comes to be your Savior, there remains no

difficulty in your being saved! Omnipotence cannot know a difficulty, and, O Sinner, to an Omnipotent Savior it is not

hard to save even you! A look of faith will give you perfect pardon. A touch of the hem of the Redeemer’s garment will

heal you at once. Come, then, and trust the Incarnate God. Cast yourself into His arms at once.

There is light, moreover, in His offices, and, indeed, a brightness of Glory which a little thought will soon perceive. What are His offices? I cannot stay to mention a tithe of them, but one of them is that of Mediator. Your soul longs to speak to God and find acceptance with Him, but you are afraid to venture into His terrible Presence. I wonder not at

your fear, for “even our God is a consuming fire.” But be of good comfort, the way of access is open, and there is One

who will go in unto the King with you, and open His mouth on your behalf. Jesus has interposed and filled the great gulf

which yawned between the sinner and his righteous Judge. His blood has paved the crimson way. His Cross has bridged

each stream. His Person is the highway for those who would draw near to God.

Now, as Christ Jesus is the Mediator between God and man, and you want one, take Him and you will have Light at once. You desire, also, this day a sacrifice to make atonement for your iniquities. That, also, you will find in Christ. God must punish sin. Every transgression must receive its just recompense of reward. But, lo, Christ has come, and as the

Scapegoat He has carried sin away. As the sin-offering He has removed transgression. Is not this good news? But I hear

you say that your sins are too many and great. Do you, then, foolishly think that Christ is a sin-bearer for the innocent?

That would be ridiculous!

Do you suppose that Christ bore little sins only? That is to make Him a little Savior. Beware of this! No, but

mountain sins, Heaven-defying sins, were laid on Him when He hung upon the tree, and for these He made effectual

Atonement. Is there no Light in all this? Moreover, to mention only one other office, our Lord is an Intercessor. Perhaps

one of your greatest difficulties is that you cannot pray. You say, “I cannot put a dozen words together. If I groan, I fear

I do not feel in my heart what I ought to feel.” Well, there is One who can pray for you if you cannot for yourself. Give

Him your cause to plead, and do not doubt but that it shall succeed. God grant you Grace, as you see each office of

Christ, to perceive that it has a bright side for sinners.

I doubt not that light streams continually from every part of the sun to cheer the worlds that revolve around it. So, from the whole of Christ there issues forth comfort for poor and needy souls. He delights in mercy. He is a Savior and a

great one. He is all love, all tenderness, all pity, all goodness. And the very chief of sinners, if they do but see Him, shall

see Light.

Once again, if you want Light, think of His Character as the meek and lowly Savior. Little children loved Him. He called them and they willingly came, for He was meek and lowly of heart. O Sinner, could He refuse you? Do you think

He could give you a hard word and send you about your business if you were to seek mercy today? It could not be! It is

not in the nature of Him, who was both the Son of God and the Son of Man, ever to repel a heart that gladly would cling

to Him. Until He has once acted harshly to a coming sinner, you have no right to dream of His rejecting you if you come

to Him. Think for a minute of His life. He was “separate from sinners,” we are told, and yet it is elsewhere said of Him,

“this man receives sinners, and eats with them.”

Friend of sinners was His name, and is still. Think of that self-denying life spent among the sick and the sinful for their good. And then think of His death, for here the Light of Grace is focused. The Cross, like a burning-glass,

concentrates the light and heat of Christ’s love upon the sinner. See Him agonizing in the garden for sins that were not

His own—see Him scourged with awful flagellations for transgressions in which He had no share. Behold Him bleeding

and dying on the tree for His enemies—Sufferer for iniquities in which He never was a participator—for in Him was no

sin.

It must be true that God can save me, if Christ has died in the place of the guilty. This argument has killed my

unbelief. I cannot disbelieve when I see Incarnate God suffering for the guilty, the Just for the unjust, to bring them to God—

“Sinners! Come, the Savior see,

Hands, feet, side, and temples view.

See Him bleeding on the tree,

See His heart on fire for you!

View awhile, then hasten away,

Find a thousand more, and say—

Come, you sinners! Come with me,

View Him bleeding on the tree.”

I wish it were in my power to convey the Light which I see in the Cross into the mental eyeballs of all my hearers, but I cannot. God the Holy Spirit must do it. Yet, Beloved, if ever you get Light, it will be in this way—Christ must be a great Light to you. Nobody ever found light by raking in his own inward darkness. That is, indeed, seeking the living

among the dead. You may rake as long as ever you will among the embers of your depravity before you will find a spark

of good there. Away from self! Away from your own resolutions! Away from your own prayers, repentances, and faith!

Away to Christ on the Cross must you look!

All your hope and help are laid on Immanuel’s shoulders. You are nothing. Not a rag nor a thread of your own

righteousness will do. Christ’s robe of righteousness must cover you from head to foot. Blow out your paltry candles! Put

out the sparks which you have vainly kindled, for behold the Sun is risen! “Arise, shine. For your light is come, and the

glory of the Lord is risen upon you.” You want no other light than that of Jesus—dream of no other. Give up self, give

up self-hope—be in utter despair of anything that you can do. And now, whether you sink or swim, throw yourself into

the sea of Christ’s love—rest in Him and you shall never perish, neither shall any pluck you from His hands—

“Cast your deadly ‘doing’ down,

Down at Jesus’ feet,

Stand in him, in Him alone,

Gloriously complete.”

IV. But, lastly, we would say to every poor soul in darkness, you need be in darkness no longer. For LIGHT IS ALL

AROUND YOU—it has already “sprung up.” What a mercy, my dear despairing Hearer, that you are not in Hell! You

might have been there—many no worse than you are there. And yet, here you are in the land of hope. This day God does

not deal with you according to the Law, but after the Gospel fashion. You are not come to Sinai this morning—no

burning mountain is before you—and no tones of thunder peal from it. You are come unto Mount Zion, where the

Mediator of the New Covenant speaks peace and pardon.

I have no commission to curse you, but I have distinct authority from my Master to bid you come and receive His blessing. On Zion’s top today you have come to the blood of sprinkling. You might have been called to the blood of your

own execution! No devils are around you—just an innumerable company of angels who wish you well. See that you

refuse not him that speaks. Remember, dear Hearers, that today the Gospel command is sent to you all. You that are

most despairing—you are bid to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. “Prove that,” you say. I prove it thus—He bade His

disciples go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.

You are a creature, therefore we preach it to you. And what is the Gospel? Why, just this—“He that believes and is baptized, shall be saved. He that believes not shall be damned.” That Gospel, then, comes to you—God commands all

men, everywhere, to repent. O what mercy it is that the Light of the Gospel shines around you still! Will you shut your

eyes to it? I beseech you, do not! Moreover, the provisions of the Gospel, which are full of light and love, are all around

you at this moment. If you will now believe in Christ Jesus, every sin that you have committed shall be forgiven you for

His namesake.

You shall be to God as though you had never sinned. The precious blood shall make you as white as snow. “But that will not suffice,” says one, “for God righteously demands obedience to His holy Law, and I have not kept His

Commandments. Therefore I am weighed in the balances and found wanting.” You shall have a perfect righteousness in

one moment if you believe in Jesus, “even as David also describes the blessedness of the man unto whom God imputes

righteousness without works.” Happy is the man to whom Jesus Christ is made wisdom and righteousness, and He is so to

everyone that believes.”

“There is, therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” “Ah,” you say, “but I have a bad heart and an evil nature.” If you believe, your nature is changed already, “A new heart also will I give them, and a right spirit will I put within them.” “They shall also walk in My judgments, and observe My statutes, and do them.” He can

change you so that you shall scarcely know yourself. You shall be a new creature in Christ Jesus. Old things shall pass

away and all things shall become new. He will take away the heart of stone, and give you a heart of flesh.

“Alas,” you say, “even this is not enough, for I shall never hold on in the ways of righteousness, but shall go back unto perdition.” Hear, O Trembler, these gracious words—“I will put my fear in their hearts, and they shall not depart

from Me.” And what says our Lord, Himself? He says, “They shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of My

hand.” “The water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up unto everlasting life.”

“But what, if I go astray?” asks one. Then He will heal your backslidings, receive you graciously, and love you

freely. “He restores my soul.” He will not suffer even His wandering sheep to perish, but once again will He put them in

the right way. “Ah, but my soul-poverty is deep, and my wants will be too great.” How can you say this? Is He not the

God All-Sufficient? Has the arm of the Lord waxed short! Did He not furnish a table in the wilderness? Is it not written,

“My God shall supply all your need?” He shall cause all Grace to abound towards you. “Fear not you worm, Jacob, I

will help you, says the Lord.”

“Ah, but,” says one, “I shall surely be afraid to die, for I am afraid of it even now.” “He that lives and believes in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” “When you pass through the rivers, I will be with you.” Death is swallowed up in

victory. Having loved His own which are in the world, He will love them to the end. You shall have such faith in dying

moments that you shall say—“O Death, where is your sting? O Grave, where is your victory?” “But you do not mean

me,” says one.

I mean you that sit in darkness, you that are ignorant, you that are depressed, you that have no good thing of your own, you that cannot help yourselves, you lost ones, you condemned ones, I mean you! And this is God’s message to

you—“God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”

“Whom God has set forth to be a Propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission

of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. To declare, I say, at this time His righteousness: that He might be

just, and the Justifier of him which believes in Jesus.” “He that believes on Him is not condemned.”

Oh, come, you guilty ones! For He is ready to forgive you. Come, you filthy! The fountain is ready for your

cleansing. Come, you sorrowful ones, since joy is prepared—His oxen and fatlings are killed, for all things are ready—

come to the feast of love. But I hear you say, “I must surely do something.” Have done with your doings! Take Christ’s

doings. “Oh, but I do not feel as I should.” Have done with your feelings—Christ’s feelings on the Cross must save you,

not your own feelings. “Oh, but I am so vile.” He came to save the vile—

“Come, in all your filthy garments,

Tarry not to cleanse or mend.

Come, in all your destitution,

As you are, and He’ll befriend.

By the Tempter’s vain allurements,

Be no longer you beguiled—

God the Father waits to own you

As His dear adopted child.”

“But I have been an adulterer, I have been a thief, I have been a whoremonger, and everything that is bad.” Be it so, yet it is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation that Christ Jesus came into the world to save SINNERS. All

manner of sin and of blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men. It is true that you are very much worse then you think you

are—you may tell me you are horribly bad, but you have no idea how bad you are—you deserve the hottest place in

Hell. But it is to you the mercy is sent! To you, Man! To you, Woman! To you who have defiled yourself with all manner

of unmentionable enormities—even to you!

Thus says the Lord, “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, your transgressions, and as a cloud your sins. Return unto Me and I will have mercy upon you.” I cannot say more. I wish I had the power to speak, I was about to say, with the

tongues of men and of angels, but I have such a blessed message to deliver to you that I feel it need not fancy words. The

message itself is all that is needed if the Spirit blesses it. Oh, do not reject it, I beseech you, you guilty ones! You

despairing ones, do not turn from it! Put not away from you the kingdom lest you prove yourselves unworthy, and bring

upon yourselves wrath unto the uttermost. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land. Receive the

Lord Jesus as your Savior, now, on the spot. May God the Holy Spirit lead you to do this, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Matthew 4:12-25, and 5:1-12.
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