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You are the Light of the World!

When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain;

& after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.

He opened His mouth & began to teach them, saying,

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who have been persecuted
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.

15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.

Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.

16 In the same way, let your light shine before men,

that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Mat. 5:14-16
“O God, be exalted over my possessions.

Nothing of earth's treasures shall seem dear unto me

if only You are glorified in my life.

Be exalted over my friendships.

I am determined that You shall be above all,
though I must stand deserted and alone in the midst of the earth.

Be exalted above my comforts. 

Though it mean the loss of bodily comforts and the carrying of heavy crosses 

I shall keep my vow made this day before You.

Be exalted over my reputation. 

Make me ambitious to please You even if as a result 

I must sink into obscurity and my name be forgotten as a dream.

Rise, O Lord, into Your proper place of honor, 

above my ambitions, above my likes & dislikes, above my family, my health, 

& even my life itself. 

Let me decrease that You may increase, 

let me sink that You may rise above.” A.W. Tozer
1. Returning to the Sermon on the Mount…
[image: image2.jpg]



14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.

15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.

Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.

16 In the same way, let your light shine before men,

that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16
The story of how Jesus identified himself as “the light of the world” is remarkably beautiful. It happened the day following the spectacular nighttime ceremony known as the Illumination of the Temple, which took place in the temple treasury before four massive golden candelabra that were topped with huge torches. It is said that the candelabra were as tall as the highest walls of the temple, and that at the top of these candelabra were mounted great bowls that held 65 liters of oil. There was a ladder for each candelabrum, and when evening came, healthy young priests would carry oil up to the great bowls and light the protruding wicks. Eyewitnesses said that the huge flames that leapt from these torches illuminated not only the temple but all of Jerusalem. After the torches were roaring high above the people, the Mishna tells us:
Men of piety & good works used to dance before them with burning torches in their hands singing songs & praises & countless Levites played on harps, lyres, cymbals, & trumpets and instruments of music.1
The exotic rite celebrated the great pillar of fire (the glorious cloud of God’s presence) that led the people of Israel during their sojourn in the wilderness and spread its fiery billows over the tabernacle.
It was in the temple treasury the following morning, with the charred torches still in place, that Jesus lifted his voice above the crowd and proclaimed, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). There could scarcely be a more emphatic way to announce one of the supreme truths of his existence. Christ was saying in effect, “The pillar of fire that came between you & the Egyptians, the cloud that guided you by day in the wilderness and illumined the night and enveloped the tabernacle, the glorious cloud that filled Solomon’s temple — that was me!” Jesus is the light of the world! He is everything suggested by the storied cloud of glory. Moreover, he is everything suggested by the glowing metaphor of light, & much more. KENT HUGHES

2. Jesus = Light of the World is foundational as we hear Jesus call us the Light of the World.
A. Reflection AND Becoming

1. Eph. 5:8-10  you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.
2. 2 Cor. 3:18 “We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 
3.  Romans 13:12-14: “The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ.”
B. Paul: Becoming Light

1. Acts 22:16 'Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.'
2. Phil. 3:7-8  “But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ…”
“O God, be exalted over my possessions. Nothing of earth's treasures shall seem dear unto me if only You are glorified in my life. 

Be exalted over my friendships. I am determined that You shall be above all, though I must stand deserted and alone in the midst of the earth. 

Be exalted above my comforts. Though it mean the loss of bodily comforts and the carrying of heavy crosses I shall keep my vow made this day before You. 

Be exalted over my reputation. Make me ambitious to please You even if as a result I must sink into obscurity and my name be forgotten as a dream. 

Rise, O Lord, into Your proper place of honor, above my ambitions, above my likes & dislikes, above my family, my health, & even my life itself. Let me decrease that You may increase, let me sink that You may rise above.” Tozer
C. Paul: A Light in the Darkness
1. Acts 27:18-25 “The next day as we were being violently storm-tossed, they began to jettison the cargo; & on the 3rd day they threw the ship's tackle overboard with their own hands. Since neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, & no small storm was assailing us, from then on all hope of our being saved was gradually abandoned. When they had gone a long time without food, then Paul stood up in their midst & said, "Men, you ought to have followed my advice & not to have set sail from Crete & incurred this damage & loss.  "Yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.  "For this very night an angel of the God to whom I belong & whom I serve stood before me,  saying, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; & behold, God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.' "Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for I believe God that it will turn out exactly as I have been told. 

·  The Greatest “Lights” > move the hand of God through prayer.

· “Lights of the World” enfold the Lost of the world in prayer.

· “Lights of the World” privately & PUBLICLY “Believe God” in the darkness
· Believing God's Supernatural Promises, enables us to become light

· Hudson Taylor One of the Great Lights of the 19th Century: “at Drainside (England) Taylor had been called out late one night to witness to and pray over a sick woman with starving children. As he tried to pray, his words choked in his mouth because he had in his possession a silver coin that would answer his prayer and alleviate their sufferings somewhat. "Hypocrite!" he heard his heart condemn him. "Telling people about a kind and loving Father in Heaven -- and not prepared to trust Him yourself [=”Believe God”} without your money!" He gave them his last coin -- only one bowl of porridge between him and poverty! As he ate that last meal, he remembered the Scripture, "He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord." The next day he received a package. In it was a gold coin -- worth ten times the silver coin. Taylor cried out triumphantly, "That's good interest! Invested in God's bank for twelve hours and it brings me this! That's the bank for me!"
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.

Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.

In the same way, let your light shine before men,

that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven (so He can become their Father in heaven) Mat. 5:14-16
2. Acts 16:22-25  “The crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods. When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.” 
a. What’s going through your head, if it’s you???
1. “Why me?” 
2.  Anger at: Crowd, magistrates, “beaters” jailer, God???
3.  Pain
4.  Tomorrow? 

How Long? 

My family???
5.  How get out… in a foreign country?
· Jeff Hood: “When I wear an Air Force Uniform, strangers often come up to me and thank me for my service to the country. Once, I was in the parking lot of a county jail, waiting to take custody of a military inmate. A prisoner walked by carrying a bag of garbage to the dumpster, escorted by a corrections officer.

As he passed by, he turned, and quite sincerely, he said, “Thank you for my freedom,” before being taken back inside.

· Kurt Warner: “My thanking Jesus on the football field is not about winning [or being set free from my circumstances].”
"When you stand up & say, 'Thank You, Jesus,' they think you are saying, 'Thank You for being here. Thank You for moving my arm forward & making the ball go into that guy's hands so that we could score a touchdown & win the game.'  But, in essence, it is a matter of thanking Him for the opportunity, thanking Him for being there in my life, for being the stronghold, for being the focus and the strength to accomplish all things, to accomplish anything, and to be where I am at, to have gone through everything I have gone through. 

It is a constant thing in my life. It’s not just for something specific He did on the football field to help us win; it is for everything that He’s done in my life up to that point & for everything He will continue to do in my life from here until eternity."

3. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them…
a. Which came 1st: TRUST or PRAISING? Each can enable the other!

b. = We want to be light in our Light places… We must be light in our Dark places.  So… who see may come to the Light > JAILER 
c. 8:30 Video: Blessed be Your Name
Warner replied, "When you stand up and say, 'Thank You, Jesus,' they think you are saying, 'Thank You for being here. Thank You for moving my arm forward and making the ball go into that guy's hands so that we could score a touchdown and win the game.' But, in essence, it is a matter of thanking Him for the opportunity, thanking Him for being there in my life, for being the stronghold, for being the focus and the strength to accomplish all things, to accomplish anything, and to be where I am at, to have gone through everything I have gone through. It is a constant thing in my life. It is not just for something specific He did on the football field to help us win; it is for everything that He has done in my life up to that point and for everything He will continue to do in my life from here until eternity."

Visit Kurt Warner's First Things First Foundation website; CLICK HERE. 
Troy Polamalu, who has been a Believer since college, spoke with CBN's Shawn Brown about what keeps him grounded in the midst of his NFL career.

"Prayer is a foundation," explained Polamalu. "It's your communication with God. It's constant prayer—constant, constant, constant prayer," Troy said. "As your prayer life becomes more and more fine tuned and your conscience becomes more and more fine tuned, you're able to start plucking away at these things; like, 'Wow, you know, this is not good.' I think that's a struggle of every Christian, to be able to get to that point where they're in constant prayer with God—so that everything they do, in thought, in speech, in work, is praising God and worshipping God."

10 “The Light of the World” Matthew 5:14-16
The story of how Jesus identified himself as “the light of the world” is remarkably beautiful and instructive. It happened on the day following the spectacular nighttime ceremony known as the Illumination of the Temple, which took place in the temple treasury before four massive golden candelabra that were topped with huge torches. It is said that the candelabra were as tall as the highest walls of the temple, and that at the top of these candelabra were mounted great bowls that held sixty-five liters of oil. There was a ladder for each candelabrum, and when evening came, healthy young priests would carry oil up to the great bowls and light the protruding wicks. Eyewitnesses said that the huge flames that leapt from these torches illuminated not only the temple but all of Jerusalem. After the torches were roaring high above the people, the Mishna tells us:
Men of piety and good works used to dance before them with burning torches in their hands singing songs and praises and countless Levites played on harps, lyres, cymbals, and trumpets and instruments of music.1
The exotic rite celebrated the great pillar of fire (the glorious cloud of God’s presence) that led the people of Israel during their sojourn in the wilderness and spread its fiery billows over the tabernacle.

It was in the temple treasury the following morning, with the charred torches still in place, that Jesus lifted his voice above the crowd and proclaimed, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). There could scarcely be a more emphatic way to announce one of the supreme truths of his existence. Christ was saying in effect, “The pillar of fire that came between you and the Egyptians, the cloud that guided you by day in the wilderness and illumined the night and enveloped the tabernacle, the glorious cloud that filled Solomon’s temple — that was me!” Jesus is the light of the world! He is everything suggested by the storied cloud of glory. Moreover, he is everything suggested by the glowing metaphor of light — and much more.

This great fact that he is the light of the world is foundational to our thinking and must control it as we examine the unforgettable words of Matthew 5:14-16, where our Lord applies the metaphor to us.

The Spiritual Facts About Light in The World

The foundational fact that Jesus is the light of the world is glorious, but it suggests the equally foundational but inglorious fact that the world is in darkness. The physical earth is shrouded with dark clouds, suspended in dark space. The darkness of the world is a spiritual darkness that dominates the entire world system, and it is terrible. But the real horror is that the inhabitants of the earth love it! John tells us, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). Darkness by itself is one thing, but intentional darkness is far worse. To be subject to the darkness of the night before the dawn is one thing, but it is quite another thing to deliberately live in caves and refuse to come to the light. Why this preference for darkness? John tells us that the world loves darkness because its deeds are evil. Unconsciously, and sometimes consciously, the world reasons very much as Lady Macbeth did as she planned a murder:

	Come, thick night,

	And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell,

	That my keep knife see not the wound it makes,

	Nor Heaven peep through the blanket of the dark.


That is a grim, unhappy picture, but it is Biblical and therefore true. The world is in darkness.
But it is the reality of the world’s darkness that makes Jesus’ pronouncement so thrilling. “You [emphatic: you alone] are the light of the world [and no one else!].” If we are truly believers, we are the light of the world! To say such a thing about ourselves without divine precedent and sanction would be the height of arrogance. But Jesus said it, and it is easily one of the most amazing statements to ever fall from Christ’s lips — especially realizing what we are like when left to ourselves. It is a fact — we are light.

How can this be? Dr. Barnhouse, the master of illustration, used to explain it this way. He said that when Christ was in the world, he was like the shining sun that is here in the day and gone at night. When the sun sets, the moon comes up. The moon, the church, shines, but not with its own light. It shines with reflected light. When Jesus was in the world he said, “I am the light of the world.” But as he contemplated leaving this world, he said, “You are the light of the world.” At times the church has been at full moon, dazzling the world with an almost daytime light. These have been times of great enlightenment, times such as those of Paul and Luther and Wesley. And at other times the church has been only a thumbnail moon, with very little light shining upon the earth. Whether the church is a full moon or a new thumbnail moon, waxing or waning, it reflects the light of the sun.2
Our light is a reflected or derived light. It does not originate from us. That is a great illustration, as far as it goes. However, I believe the Scriptures teach that the light is more than reflected, that we in fact become light ourselves. Ephesians 5:8 says, “for you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.” Somehow our incorporation in Christ allows us to some extent to be light, however imperfect. Our light is still derived from him — not a ray of it comes from ourselves — but it is more than reflected. We “participate in the divine nature,” as Peter says (2 Peter 1:4). This is a mystery.

But the beautiful thing is, it works! The church has had some great shining lights. When the English martyrs Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley were being taken to the stake to be burned, Latimer turned to Ridley and said, “Be of good cheer, Brother Ridley, we have lighted such a candle in England as by the grace of God shall never be put out.” Latimer and Ridley continue to shine as great lights in the world. There are also lesser lights, for the mystery works for all believers, even children. When my now grown daughter Holly was in the first grade, she weekly approached her teacher, Mrs. Smith, and timidly said, “Mrs. Smith, will you come to church?” Mrs. Smith would promise to do so. And when Mrs. Smith did not show up, Holly would approach her on Monday morning and say, “Mrs. Smith, you didn’t come to church.” Who could resist those big, sad, brown eyes? Finally Mrs. Smith came, and she came again, and she came to know Jesus. Today she is a remarkable, radiant sunbeam herself. This is a mystery, and it is beautiful. Somehow believers shine with the light of Christ, and it goes forth with life-changing effect. The facts are: Jesus is the light; the world is in darkness; somehow believers are light. If we are believers, we will shine somehow, some way.

The question is, how can we shine even more? A man returning from a journey brought his wife a matchbox that would glow in the dark. After he gave it to her, she turned out the light, but it could not be seen. Both thought they had been cheated. Then the wife noticed some French words on the box and asked a friend to translate them. The inscription said: “If you want me to shine in the night, keep me in the light.” So it is with us! We must expose ourselves to Jesus, delight in his Word, and spend time in prayer soaking up his rays. As Paul says:

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18)

If you want to shine in the night, keep your eye on the Light.

The Spiritual Function of Light in the World

Our Lord dramatizes the function of light by giving two examples — a city perched on a hill and a light set in a home. First, believers are to function like a city set on a hill. Jesus says, “A city on a hill cannot be hidden” (v. 14b). There is no way to obscure a city on the crest of a hill. Having traveled a little in Ecuador, I can testify that the light of the city of Quito, situated at 10,000 feet, illumines the sky for seventy-five miles around. It cannot be hidden. Yet when you are in the great city itself, the light from the tiny villages higher above in the Andes is easily seen. Cities on hills cannot be hidden. Believers are like this. They are visible. There is no such thing as an invisible believer. As Dr. Lloyd-Jones said, “If we find in ourselves a tendency to put the light under a bushel, we must begin to examine ourselves and make sure that it really is ‘light.’”3
That is good, gracious advice! Do we hide our light? And if so, are we really light? Christians are visible, and this visibility makes them like the beckoning lights of a city on a hill. Inside there is light and what goes with it — warmth and safety.

In addition to being like a hilltop city, Christians are like an ancient household lamp. Jesus goes on to say, “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house” (v. 15).

The point is unmistakable: The principal function of a household lamp, and of a believer, is to provide illumination to all around. This simple metaphor tells us so much. Light reveals things as they really are. All of us have at some time walked into an unfamiliar room and have felt our way to the lamp and turned the light on, discovering a room far different from what we imagined. Light also promotes life. In metropolitan Chicago where I live and minister, summer patio plants flourish in the basement all winter if we provide them with enough light — even if it is artificial. Even broken bones mend faster if we can soak up some sunlight. Light is persistent. It constantly assaults the surface of the earth and will penetrate the slightest crack. The darkest place is not safe from it if the tiniest opening appears. Light also awakens us.

Jesus, our Captain and Model, did all of these things and more by bringing spiritual light into the world. He did not make the darkness darker — he simply made it felt. His life was such that men and women were made to feel what they could not feel before — their sin, imperfection, and impurity. Christ made possible a clearer distinction between good and evil. He eliminated the option of thinking ourselves good by comparison with others. He was and is the standard! At the same time his perfectly beautiful life drew men and women to him. We are lamps, and the Householder places us strategically. “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand.” The light is placed strategically so it can shine to best advantage. And God does the placing. We are simply to shine where we are placed. In fact, it is in the darker and less promising places that light has the greatest effect. Consider Dr. Boris Kornfeldt who shared his faith with the diseased and sickly Alexander Solzhenitsyn in the Russian Gulag. God calls us to shine where we are. “Brighten the corner where you are.”

How beautiful this all is! God has made us visible like a city on a hill. God has enabled us to illumine life like a lamp in a dark room. God has placed us where he wants us to shine to best advantage. Our presence is meant to reveal life, sin, and goodness as they are — to provide a light that draws others to it like a summer lamp. How beautiful it is when this happens. Some time ago a young man spent a week with my family. He had lived across the street from us a number of years earlier. He had been just a boy then but was a strapping 6’4” when he came to stay with us, visiting one of my sons. During that time he committed his life to Christ because of the light he had seen over the years. How wonderful it is when we see this occur.

The Spiritual Responsibility That These Facts and Functions Bring

The facts and functions of light in our lives and world bring us a great responsibility. Our Lord is very explicit about this: “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (v. 16). This is a command, not a suggestion. Jesus says, “If you are light, then shine!” This is not an option. Let us keep the emotion of this imperative before us as we consider what he says. The mode of shining, he tells us, is “good deeds.” The word he uses is kalos, which carries the idea of attractiveness or beauty, rather than the more common agathos, which means good in quality. Jesus wants our light to shine through beautiful, attractive works! Of course, he is not recommending self-conscious, staged works. Yet he does suggest that we should let them be beautiful. Our Lord would thus tell us that works of compassion and caring are top-priority. John Stott says it well:

Indeed, the primary meaning of “works” must be practical, visible deeds of compassion. It is when people see these, Jesus said, that they will glorify God, for they embody the good news of his love which we proclaim. Without them our gospel loses its credibility and our God his honour.4
And why should we be given to beautiful, shining works? “. . . that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” All glory to God! Soli Deo Gloria. As David said, “Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory” (Psalm 115:1). May that be our prayer as well.

Jesus’ pronouncement “You [you alone] are the light of the world” is amazing and thrilling. It suggests that we become like him in relation to this world. We would not have dared to say it, but he did — to our everlasting amazement.

As light, becoming like him, we are sure to prevail. Ultimately he will completely vanquish the forces of darkness.

	As by the sun in splendour

	The flags of night are furled,

	So darkness will surrender

	To Christ who lights the world.5


The day is coming when darkness will be gone.
Moreover, in eternity we will be part of the shining light ourselves. Jesus said at the end of the Mystery Parables that “The righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matthew 13:43). That is us — you and me! How can that be? I am not sure. C. S. Lewis once noted that the heavens only reflect or suggest the glory of God. But we share the glory of the Father with Christ. And we will be more glorious than the heavens. Lewis says:

Nature is mortal. We shall outlive her. When all the suns and nebulae have passed away, each one of you will still be alive. Nature is only the image, the symbol. . . . We are summoned to pass in through nature beyond her to the splendor which she fitfully reflects.6
I believe that with all my heart. I do not understand it, but I believe that for us as Christians there is a glory awaiting us that involves, in some way, an even greater shining forth. I do not know if we will be 100 watts or 200, 300, or 1,000! We might be like fireflies or we might be like supernovas. But somehow we are going to enter into the fame and approval of God, and we will be glorious beings, far beyond all imagination.

But at the same time we are light right now. Jesus says, “You [you alone] are the light of the world.” Let us covenant with all our being to shine as brightly as possible in this dark world. Let us covenant to expose ourselves to the face of Jesus in prayer. Let us covenant to be visible for him. Let us covenant to shine wherever he places us. Let us covenant to do beautiful works. Let us covenant to remind ourselves that we always will be light — and to live in that reality.
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When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain;


& after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.


He opened His mouth & began to teach them, saying,





Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.


Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.


Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness,


for they shall be satisfied.


Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.


Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.


Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.


Blessed are those who have been persecuted


for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven











