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Fulfillment and Righteousness
Matthew 5:17-20
 17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.  19 "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, & teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  20 "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Galatians 3:24 “So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.”
Galatians 3:10-13: “ 10 But those who depend on the law to make them right with God are under his curse, for the Scriptures say, "Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all these commands that are written in God's Book of the Law."  11 Consequently, it is clear that no one can ever be right with God by trying to keep the law. For the Scriptures say, "It is through faith that a righteous person has life."  12 How different from this way of faith is the way of law, which says, "If you wish to find life by obeying the law, you must obey all of its commands."  13 But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the Scriptures, "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."
Romans 8:1-4  “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”
Matthew 22:36-40  36 "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"  37 He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the greatest and first commandment.  39 And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets."
Genesis 15:5-6  “Then the LORD brought Abram outside beneath the night sky and told him, "Look up into the heavens and count the stars if you can. Your descendants will be like that-- too many to count!" 6 And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD declared him righteous because of his faith.”
Romans 5:17 “…all who receive God's wonderful, gracious gift of righteousness will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ.”
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”
Romans 9:31-32: “but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works.”
1. Mat. 5:17-20: 17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.  19 "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, & teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  20 "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
2. Beatitudes: Ask people to name them 
3. Salt > Light > Now THIS?
a.  Now, Surprise step > theology in Sermon on the Mount
b.  Why… Emphasis on Old Testament and Righteousness?
1. Probably Accused of Sabbath Breaking
2. He’s About to change/upgrade parts of the O. T. (or O. Covenant)
3. While leading Jew of that day loved “Righteousness” > Misconstrued it
4. The Infallibility of the Old Testament & LAW
18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.  19 "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, & teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
a.  Great warning to Disciples & Teachers

b.  Greatest Reason Accept Infallibility O.T. = Jesus’ Wds.

c.  Prophecies of Messiah… All true in X! STROBEL Video
d.  Countless other Proofs!
5. Why is Old Testament/Covt. Vital?
a.  It Prepares us for Jesus!

1.  Numerous fulfillments (Video) 
2.  Quality of Fulfillments: Ex. 12; Lev. 16; Isa. 53; Ps. 22 
3.  Old Covenant Reveals true God:
a. One God: Love, Faithfulness, Justice, Mercy, Judgment, Covt.
b. Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent

c. Transcendent, Imminent

d. He Defines Right & Wrong, Sin & Righteousness.

e. He Knows/ Pursues/ Calls/ Speaks/ Redeems/ Delivers
f. He forgives, but requires a sacrificial death/ blood shedding

g.  He saves by Faith/ Imputes Righteousness by Faith
h.  He is coming as Messiah to bear sins of people (Isa. 53)

i. Galatians 3:24 “So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.”
b.  Jesus, Himself Fulfills the Law
1. Jesus himself said, “For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John” (Matthew 11:13). Thus the entire Old Testament had a prophetic function that was fulfilled in Christ. 
2. Jesus fulfilled the law…  By dying on the cross and satisfying the demands of the Law against those who would believe on him. Galatians 3:10-13  10 But those who depend on the law to make them right with God are under his curse, for the Scriptures say, "Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all these commands that are written in God's Book of the Law."  11 Consequently, it is clear that no one can ever be right with God by trying to keep the law. For the Scriptures say, "It is through faith that a righteous person has life."  12 How different from this way of faith is the way of law, which says, "If you wish to find life by obeying the law, you must obey all of its commands."  13 But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the Scriptures, "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."
3. Jesus fulfilled the Law by perfectly kept all its commands. He was “born under law” (Gal. 4:4) “to fulfill all righteousness” (Mat. 3:15). He kept the Law perfectly, never falling short in even one point.
4. Jesus Fulfills The Law In Every Believer
· Rom. 8:1-4  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in X Jesus.  (Stop > Ministry: Reject Cond. “Now” From others/ self/ Satan; nor give it.)
· 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
· Matthew 22:36-40  36 "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"  37 He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the greatest and first commandment.  39 And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets."
5. Jesus fulfills the Law by bringing great doctrines of O. T. to fruition by his teaching & person. 
· Bishop Ryle: “The O. T. is the Gospel in the bud; the N.T. is the Gospel in full flavor. The O. T. is the Gospel in the blade; the N. T. is the Gospel in full ear.”
6. Brings O.T. Doctrine of Righteousness 2 Fruition

"For I say to you that unless UR righteousness surpasses that of the scribes & Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven
a.  Jesus Drops a Bomb! HOW THEN FOR US???
b.  2 Means of Righteousness: 2 sides of same coin
1.  Imputed Righteousness: Genesis 15: 5-6
· 5 Then the LORD brought Abram outside beneath the night sky and told him, "Look up into the heavens and count the stars if you can. Your descendants will be like that-- too many to count!" 6 And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD declared him righteous because of his faith.

2.  Imparted Righteousness: Rom. 5:17 (Always Follows)
· Romans 5:17 “…all who receive God's wonderful, gracious gift of righteousness will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ.
· 2 Cor. 5:17   Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
c. How did the Scribes & Pharisees Miss?
1. Imputed Righteousness:
· Romans 9:31-32: “but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works.”
2.  Imparted Righteousness: Impossible without Imputed! 

d. What do Imputed & Imparted Right. Look like together?

· Lee Strobel Conversion Video
7. Hymn: “Seek Ye First”

Notes: Used and Unused
a.  Hebrews!
· Hebrews 7:22: “Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
· Hebrews 8:6-13   “The ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises.  7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.  8 But God found fault with the people and said: 

"The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel & with the house of Judah.  9 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, & I turned away from them, declares the Lord.  10 This is the covenant I will make w/ the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds & write them on their hearts. I will be their God, & they will be my people.  11 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  12 For I will forgive their wickedness & will remember their sins no more."  

13 By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.
Luke 22:20   20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
1. The infallibility of the Old Testament
a. Strobel  Video

b. A Great warning to disciples and teachers

2. How Jesus fulfils the Old Covenant
1. The Law leads me to the Gospel for mercy

2. The Spirit fulfills the purpose of Law within me.
3. “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us.”
4. Isa. 5:20
5. The Greater Righteousness

a. S.O.M. references

b. Imputed AND

c. Imparted > (relate to light of World)
Matthew 5:21-48 
· 21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.'  22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca, 'is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  23 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you,  24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.  25 "Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison.  26 I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny. 
· 27 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.'  28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  
· 31 "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.'  32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 
· 33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.'  34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne;  35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King.  36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.  37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one
· 38 "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'  39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  
· 43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?
·   48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Matthew 22:37-39…. Greatest issue

Across northern England and Scotland, a do-or-die battle is being waged against an aggressive invader: the American gray squirrel.

Researchers have discovered that the gray squirrel is threatening Britain's red squirrel by destroying its habitat and spreading disease. Miles Barne, chairman of the London-based European Squirrel Initiative—yes, there is such a thing—says Victorians first brought the American gray squirrel to England in 1876, thinking they would be a nice addition to their forests. They were wrong! The gray squirrel, which is almost double the size of the native red squirrel, turned out to be lethal. In addition to hoarding food, the gray squirrel also carries a strain of pox that somehow doesn't hurt the gray squirrel, but is deadly for the red squirrel.

Who would have thought something so small and seemingly innocent could cause so much harm?

The difference between Jesus' holiness ethic and that of the Pharisees is this: the Pharisees refuse to touch any unclean thing. Jesus aims to make the unclean holy.
Americans who say the Bible is the actual Word of God and should be taken word-for-word: 28 percent

Americans who said this 30 years ago: 38 percent
Kim Peek is the man who inspired the 1988 film Rain Man about an autistic savant with astounding mathematical skills. Peek is what doctors call a mega-savant. A savant possesses remarkable expertise in 1 to 3 subjects. Peek is an expert in at least 15, including history, sports, space, music, and geography. No one in the world is thought to possess a brain as extraordinary as Peek's. He has total recall of 9,000 books. It was discovered that each of Peek's eyes can read a separate page simultaneously, absorbing every word. In fact, a page that might take you or me 3 minutes to read, Peek can read in 10 seconds and never forget.

Kim Peek once went to a performance of Shakespeare's play, Twelfth Night. As the play was ending, Peek stood up and said out loud, "You've got to stop it, stop it, stop it." It turned out that the actor had skipped the second to the last verse of the play. The actor then apologized saying, "The verses are so much alike I didn't think it would matter."

Peek responded, "It mattered to William Shakespeare, and it should matter to you."

How much more should the Word of God matter to us!
I have a small collection of baseball cards. The card that is worth the most is called "Future Stars" and is valued at $100.

There are three players on this card. The first is Jeff Schneider. Schneider played 1 year of professional baseball, pitched in 11 games, and gave up 13 earned runs in those 11 games.

The second player is Bobby Bonner, who played 4 years of baseball but only appeared in 61 games, with 8 runs batted in, and 0 home runs.

The third "Future Star" played 21 years for the Baltimore Orioles and appeared in 3,001 games. He came to bat 11,551 times, collected 3,184 hits and 431 home runs, and batted in 1,695 runs. His name is Cal Ripken, Jr.

Now imagine if you met Bobby Bonner, and he shook your hand and boasted, "Did you know that my baseball card is worth over $100?" You would laugh because you know the worth of the card has nothing to do with him.

That's how it is when we come to Christ and point to our good works, our statistics, and ask, "Is this good enough?" If you want to hold up your stats to God, you don't have a chance. But when you put your faith in Christ, his statistics become yours, and your baseball card becomes worth a lot because of someone else's stats.

Bobby Bonner and Jeff Schneider's baseball card is worth $100, not because of their statistics, but because of what someone else has done.

Lee Stroebel  Video 

"Most people really believe that the Christian commandments (for example, to love one's neighbor as oneself) are intentionally a little too severe—like putting the clock ahead half an hour to make sure of not being late in the morning." — Soren Kierkegaard
I am a Bible-bigot. I follow it in all things, both great and small. John Wesley
The Bible was not given to increase our knowledge but to change our lives. D. L. Moody

What the law tried to do by a restraining power from without, the gospel does by an inspiring power from within.  Catherine Booth

The Josephson Institute, a Los-Angeles-based ethics institute, conducted a character survey of nearly 30,000 students at 100 randomly selected high schools nationwide. Among the findings:

Sixty-four percent of students said they had cheated on a test in the past year.

Thirty percent had stolen from a store. 

Forty-two percent said they would lie to save money. 

Eighty-three percent said they had lied to their parents about something significant.

Despite their transgressions, 93 percent of the students surveyed said they were satisfied with their personal ethics and character, with 77 percent adding, "I am better than most people I know."

Seatbelts can be a hassle. Some people just don't want to be bothered even when the law requires them to buckle up. According to the Associated Press, a New Zealander named Ivan Segedin took it to an extreme. The police ticketed him 32 times over five years for failing to use his seat belt. Even though this was costing him big money, Segedin refused to buckle up. Finally, instead of obeying the law, the man decided to rely on deception. He made a fake seat belt that would hang over his shoulder and make it appear that he was wearing a seat belt when he was not.

His trick worked for a while. Then, he had a head-on collision. He was thrown forward onto the steering wheel and killed.

Discussing the accident, the coroner described the fake seat belt: "Though his car was fitted with seat belts, an extra belt with a long strap had been knotted above the seat belt on the driver's side, providing a belt to simply sit over the driver's shoulder."

When truly tested, what is fake will fail you.

The law can prompt us to sin. I am told that several years ago a high-rise hotel was built in Galveston, Texas, overlooking the Gulf of Mexico. In fact, they sank pilings into the gulf and built the structure out over the water. When the hotel was about to have its grand opening, someone thought, What if people decide to fish out the hotel windows? So they placed signs in the hotel rooms, "No fishing out the hotel windows." Many people ignored the signs, however, and it created a difficult problem. Lines got snarled. People in the dining room saw fish flapping against the picture windows. The manager of the hotel solved it all by taking down those little signs. No one checks into a hotel room thinking about fishing out of the windows. The law, although well-intentioned, created the problem.
When I was a teenager, I became fascinated, appalled, and grieved by the literature of the Holocaust … One scene that haunts me is a picture from Auschwitz. Above the entryway to the concentration camp were the words, Arbeit macht frei. The same thing stood above the camp at Dachau. It means, "work makes free"—work will liberate you and give you freedom.

It was a lie—a false hope. The Nazis made the people believe hard work would equal liberation, but the promised "liberation" was horrifying suffering and even death.

Arbeit macht frei. One reason that phrase haunts me is because it is the spiritual lie of this age. It is a satanic lie. It's a religious lie. It is a false hope—an impossible dream for many people in the world. They believe their good works will be great enough to outweigh their bad works, allowing them to stand before God in eternity and say, "You owe me the right to enter into your heaven." 

It is the hope of every false religion—arbeit macht frei.

But it's the love of God that liberates. It's the blood of Jesus Christ that liberates. He died in my place, and I am free.  From Johnny V. Miller's sermon, 

Hebrews 7:22   22 so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
Hebrews 8:6-13   6 But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises.  7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.  8 But God found fault with the people and said: 

"The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  9 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord.  10 This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  11 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  

13 By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.
Luke 22:20   20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
Matthew 5:21-48 
· 21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.'  22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca, 'is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  23 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you,  24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.  25 "Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison.  26 I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny. 
· 27 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.'  28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  
· 31 "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.'  32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 
· 33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.'  34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne;  35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King.  36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.  37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one
· 38 "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'  39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  
· 43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?
·   48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Upon meeting the necessary and essential condition of faith, two simultaneous but distinct events occur in one's life. A person is both justified and regenerated: ". . . 'faith is imputed to him for righteousness' the very moment that he believeth.... [God] counteth us righteous from the time we believe in [Christ]-that is, he doth not punish us for our sins; yea, treats us as though we were guiltless and righteous" ("Justification by Faith," IV.5.) 8
It would appear that the issue is the Wesleyan teaching about imputed and imparted righteousness. Wesley rejoiced in the possibility of the renewal of a person in righteousness and true holiness. It begins with justification which is present forgiveness, pardon of sins, and acceptance with God. (A Farther Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion, Part I.I.1). It continues in holiness of heart and life toward the restoration of the image of God; the life of God in the soul of man; participation of the divine nature; possession of the mind that was in Christ Jesus; entire sanctification; perfect love (Journal, II. 275-76).

Combined with his belief in imparted righteousness was Wesley's activist, indeed compulsive, personality in regard to the use of time and resources for ministry. Prior to his evangelical liberation-represented in the pivotal Aldersgate experience-he worked to earn God's acceptance. Freed from that pressure Wesley nevertheless continued to engage in the same types of ministry ("works") as he had before. The difference was that what had previously been done in hope of salvation was now performed in thanks for and as evidence of salvation. We see here the expression of his differentation between the single action of the atonement of Christ on the one hand, and the continuing example of Christ the victor on the other. He stated this by saying that justification, which imputes righteousness to us, is what Christ does for us; the imparted righteousness of the life of discipleship, initiated by the new birth and leading to entire sanctification is what the Spirit does in us ("Upon Our Lord's Sermon on the Mount-Discourse IX," 21).

Salvation has two grand parts: justification and sanctification. It begins with justification and the regeneration which occurs at the same time. It continues to entire sanctification and final salvation. Justification restores us to the favor of God; sanctification restores us to the image of God. In justification righteousness is imputed to us; we are counted righteous for the sake of the merits of Christ and through faith in Him. In sanctification righteousness is actually imparted to us; we become righteous; we receive and grow daily in righteousness and true holiness. Justification is what Christ does for us; sanctification i8 what the Holy Spirit does in us.
According to Wesley, justification (imputed righteousness) entitled one to heaven, but sanctification (imparted righteousness) qualified one for heaven. Wesley wanted to remind the church that true salvation is completed by our return to original righteousness; God restoring people in his perfect image in which he originally created man. Sanctification was the Spirit's work in the believer between conversion and death. He believed this involved God returning people to full and perfect obedience in this life through the process of sanctification. God gives his Spirit to those who are justified so that they might overcome sin. This involves them continually yielding to the Spirit's impulses, and it involves the Spirit continually rooting out sinful impulses in their nature.
Wesley insisted that “imputed” righteousness must become “imparted” righteousness. This emphasis on the process of sanctification, known as “fulfilling all righteousness,” (being restored to our original righteousness) became the distinctive of the Wesleyan tradition. [4]
11 Jesus on Righteousness   Matthew 5:17-20
The structure of the Sermon on the Mount is remarkably beautiful. 
· It begins in Matthew 5:1-12 with the Beatitudes, which give us a penetrating description of the inner character or righteousness of those who are members of the kingdom of heaven. 
· Next, in verses 13-16 the Lord gives two brilliant metaphors — salt and light — indelibly impressing upon us the effects of such inner righteousness upon humanity. 
· Then in verses 17-20 Jesus gives a summary description of the radical righteousness of the kingdom, also introducing six great examples of how this righteousness is in continuity with the Old Testament Law. Each example is introduced with a variation of Christ’s formula, “You have heard that it was said . . . but I tell you” (see vv. 21, 27, 31, 33, 38, 43).

I think it is significant that these three sections of the sermon are increasingly personal. In the Beatitudes Christ speaks in the third person: “Blessed are the . . .” But in the final Beatitude and in the metaphors he switches to the second person: “Blessed are you . . . you are the salt . . . you are the light.” Then in the applications that follow, he switches to the first person: “But I tell you. . . .” No scribe or rabbi had ever spoken like this. They typically spoke in the second or third person. “Rabbi Abin said in the name of Rabbi Elai in Rabbi Jochanan’s name . . .” Jesus’ radical style of address concerning radical righteousness was, “I tell you.” This was radically personal and authoritative.

In verses 17-20 we will see Jesus’ highly personal statement of the radical righteousness of the Sermon on the Mount as it relates to the Old Testament Law. Verses 17, 18 tell us of the radical righteousness of Christ and the Law, verses 19, 20 of the radical righteousness of Christians and the Law. We will consider the radicalness of our call - a call to strive for radical righteousness in a dark and decaying world.
Christ and the Law (vv. 17, 18)

After presenting the radical Beatitudes and the two metaphors, Jesus evidently sensed that some of his listeners thought he was advocating an overthrow of the Old Testament Law. [ He probably says this, because He is about to make some VERY difficult statements about the Old Covenant. He wants His listeners to know He fully respects the O.C. and expects them to do the same. So he gave his unforgettable disclaimer, which set down for all time his relationship to the Law.

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (vv. 17, 18)
Hebrews 7:22   22 so much the more also Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
Hebrews 8:6-13   6 But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises.  7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.  8 But God found fault with the people and said: 

"The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  9 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord.  10 This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  11 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  

13 By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.
· Example of two Wills/ Testaments: 10 Stipulations… keep 7 and change 3. So new.
Luke 22:20   20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.
It seems clear enough from Jesus’ opening words that he came to fulfill the Law, not to annul it. However, some have actually taught that Christ came to destroy the Law. For example, the second-century heretic Marcion rewrote the New Testament by eliminating its Old Testament references and simply removed this passage. And some of his disciples even went further by exchanging the verbs in the sentence so it would read, “I have come not to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, but to abolish them!”1 Two centuries later Dr. Faustus, a leader of the Manichees who also repudiated the Old Testament and its God, attacked Augustine. Augustine’s Reply to Faustus became the classic answer to such thinking.2 In a nutshell, the answer was this: Jesus was not abolishing the Law when he countered the Pharisees saying, “You have heard it said . . . but I tell you.” Rather, he was correcting the perversions that the scribes and Pharisees had made of the Law.

This understanding remained standard among the church fathers and through the Dark Ages. The Reformation leaders said exactly the same thing. Luther repeatedly returned to his statement that the true interpretation of the Law had been obscured by the rabbis. Calvin argued the same, saying of Christ’s corrections, “He only restored it [the Law] to its integrity by maintaining and purifying it when obscured by the falsehood, and defiled by the leaven of the Pharisees.”3 Today Carl Henry agrees, saying, “What He [Christ] criticizes is not the law itself but contemporary formulations of the law.”4 Moreover, the fact that Christ brought an end to the ceremonial laws, such as the sacrifices and dietary restrictions, does not amount to abolishing the Law but rather fulfills it.

In reality, Christ established the Law and the Prophets. How did he do this? 
1. First and foremost, he fulfilled their messianic predictions. Both the Prophets and the Law pointed to Jesus. Here the terms “the Law” and “the Prophets” are taken together to signify the entire Old Testament. Jesus himself said, “For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John” (Matthew 11:13). Thus the entire Old Testament had a prophetic function that was fulfilled in Christ. Some of it was clearly predictive — for example, the predictions of Jesus’ place of birth (Micah 5:2) and the crucifixion (Psalm 22, esp. v. 16). Other parts were not so clear, such as his call from Egypt (see Matthew 2:15 and Hosea 11:1). But whether obvious or hidden, Jesus fulfilled all the messianic predictions of the Old Testament. This was his principal fulfillment. However, he also fulfilled the Old Testament in other ways. 
2. He fulfilled the Law by dying on the cross and satisfying the demands of the Law against those who would believe on him. The entire sacrificial system in Old Testament times pointed to him. In his experiments Ivan Pavlov would ring a bell whenever he fed his dogs. Eventually the dogs would salivate whenever they heard the bell. They knew the bell meant food for them.5 The sacrifices of the Old Testament prepared the people by instilling in them the conditioned reflex that sacrifice meant death. And the Old Testament sacrifices prepared them for the Lord Jesus’ death when he came to die for our sins. Jesus fulfilled what the sacrificial system had pointed to.
3. A third area of fulfillment of the Old Testament Law and Prophets is that Jesus perfectly kept all its commands. He was “born under law” (Galatians 4:4) “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). He kept the Law perfectly, never falling short in even one point.
4. A fourth way of fulfillment is that Jesus fulfills the Law in believers by means of the Holy Spirit. That is the argument of Romans 8:2-4: Through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. We are able to fulfill the righteousness of the Law by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is what Ezekiel prophesied: I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. (11:19, 20)
5. A fifth way that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament Scriptures is that he brought the great doctrines of the Old Testament to fruition by his teaching and person. Bishop Ryle put it this way: The Old Testament is the Gospel in the bud; the New Testament is the Gospel in full flavor. The Old Testament is the Gospel in the blade; the New Testament is the Gospel in full ear.6

The only possible conclusion is that Jesus fulfilled the Law and the Prophets in a multifaceted, dynamic way and in no way destroyed the Law but rather completely superseded and fulfilled it. His claim is the most stupendous ever made. We stand in awe at the matchlessness of Christ! He is the Author of the Law, and he is its Fulfiller. Nothing compares with the superb and mysterious authority with which he puts forth the truth.

Notice too, the perpetuity of the Law:

“I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” (v. 18)

Jesus’ language is compelling. “The smallest letter” is the Hebrew yod, which looks something like an apostrophe. There are approximately 66,420 yods in the Old Testament.7 “The least stroke” is the Hebrew serif, a tiny extension on some letters that distinguishes them from similar letters. Not one of the 66,000-plus yods or innumerable little serifs will pass from the Law (which here includes the Law and the Prophets) until “everything is accomplished.” Our Lord is here teaching the inspiration and immutability of the Old Testament. He is not only saying that the Old Testament contains the truth or that it becomes the truth, but that “the Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). Holy Scripture and its teaching will not change. Time and time again when our Lord quotes the Old Testament, he used the perfect tense, gegraptai — “It is written” — which means “it was written, it is written, and it always will be written.” The Scriptures are more enduring than the universe. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

So the radically righteous Christ saw the Old Testament Prophets and Law as God’s perfect, enduring Word and, furthermore, saw his life as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. We must see the profound continuity between Christ’s righteousness and the righteousness called for by the Old Testament. The radical righteousness Christ lived and taught, including here in the Sermon on the Mount, is not out of line with the Old Testament. Christ’s righteousness is radical not because it is new but because he lived it! The Old Testament is still tremendously important, even though we are under grace. The Law instructs us in the righteous demands of God. Through it we see how high his holiness and his standards are, and we see how far short we fall and thus desperately need God’s grace. Luther said:

The Law must be laid upon those that are to be justified, that they may be shut up in the prison thereof, until the righteousness of faith comes — that, when they are cast down and humbled by the Law, they should fly to Christ. The Law humbles them, not to their destruction, but to their salvation. For God woundeth that He may heal again. He killeth that he may quicken again.8

That was Luther’s experience. He saw himself falling short of the righteousness of God. The Law drove him to the depths of despair and to his urgent need of grace. But when he believed in Christ and received his mercy, he became one of the most powerful lives in all of history.

There is a beautiful parallel between Martin Luther and John Wesley, who also was slain by the Law. He saw the requirements of God and tried to meet them, but he failed. But coming to the end of himself, he too believed and lived a powerful Christian life. We need to be people of both Testaments! Relying on the New Testament alone makes us one-legged believers. We need to spend time in the Old Testament and in the New. That is one of the practical implications of Christ’s attitude toward the Law and the Prophets.

The Christian and the Law (vv. 19, 20)

Verses 19, 20 give us specific advice as to how we should relate to the Old Testament.

“Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” (v. 19)

Notice the word “great.” We twentieth-century Americans like that word, though we are not careful about its use. Edwin Newman in his book Strictly Speaking humorously records the overuse of the word by Chicago’s Mayor Richard J. Daley, Sr. when he addressed the 1960 Republican Convention.

Daley therefore referred to the great city, that being Chicago; the great year, that being 1960, the only year available to him at the time; the great convention city, again Chicago; our great country; the great convention, that being the one that nominated Abraham Lincoln a hundred years earlier; a great country, the United States; these great centers, the local urban communities; the great central cities of our nation, which include Chicago; our great beach, the beach of Lake Michigan; and a great people, this being the American people.

Finally Newman observes, “This great speech by Chicago’s great mayor lasted two minutes and drew great applause.”9

Our use of the word great is not too great or meaningful. But when God says certain people will be called “great” — megas — big in the kingdom — he means it! In fact, we can only guess what this means, and our guesses will almost certainly fall short!

How does one become “great” in heaven? By keeping God’s commandments and teaching them to others. Believers who by the power of the indwelling Spirit (Romans 8:1-14) fulfill the Law will be the big ones in heaven! On the other hand, the one who “breaks one of the least of these commandments and so teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven.” Such a person will still be there, but that is all.

The keeping of the precepts of God as recorded in the Old Testament will make a difference in our eternal reward. Following Christ is not simply following subjective inner impulses. It involves knowing what he desires. We need to be in touch with the teaching of all of God’s Word as to the nature of righteousness. We need the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ words have set us up for a supremely radical call. True belief necessitates radical personal righteousness.

“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” (v. 20)

To the average man on the street, the Jews of Jesus’ day, this was absolutely shocking! The scribes and Pharisees made obedience to God’s Law the master passion of their lives. They calculated that the Law contained 248 commandments and 365 prohibitions, and they tried to keep them all. How could anyone surpass that? And how could such righteousness be made a condition to entering the kingdom? Jesus seemed to be saying, “Don’t think I have come to make things easier by reducing the demands of the Law. Far from it! In fact, if your righteousness does not exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, you’ll never make it!”

What a dilemma! What is the solution? Part of the answer is that the Pharisees’ righteousness was not so (to use Daley’s word) great. It was merely external. It focused on the ceremonial. Its man-made rules actually were unconscious attempts to reduce the demands of the Law and make it manageable. Those rules insulated them from the Law’s piercing heart demands. These men were also self-satisfied. A Pharisee could stand on a corner, look at a publican, and say, “I thank God I am not like that man.” Jesus was demanding a deeper obedience. The Pharisees saw obedience quantitatively (obedience to myriad little laws), but Jesus saw it qualitatively. The righteousness that Christ demands is supremely radical. It is immeasurably higher than the rabbis’ concept of righteousness. Jesus closes this whole section by saying, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (v. 48).

Christ’s intransigence, his hard unbending words, were actually full of grace. When he said, “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven,” he was speaking as kindly as he ever spoke, for he was explaining in the most dramatic terms the impossibility of salvation apart from his grace. This takes us right back to ground zero of the first Beatitude: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God” (5:3). “Blessed are those who are spiritually bankrupt, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” “Blessed are those who realize they cannot make it on their own, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Do you understand and acknowledge that there is no way but that of grace? If so, then also see that Jesus’ words in verse 17 are our hope: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” This is our hope because Christ did what we could never do — he fulfilled the Law. His righteousness exceeded that of the scribes and Pharisees. And because he fulfilled the Law, he can give us a righteousness that exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees. He fulfilled the Law by leading a perfectly righteous life. He fulfilled its demands against us by dying for us.
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IT has been said that he who understands the two Covenants is a theologian and this is, no doubt, true. I may also

say that the man who knows the relative positions of the Law and of the Gospel has the keys of the situation in the matter

of doctrine. The relationship of the Law to myself and how it condemns me—the relationship of the Gospel to myself and

how, if I am a Believer, it justifies me—these are two points which every Christian man should clearly understand. He

should not “see men as trees walking” in this department, or else he may cause himself great sorrow and fall into errors

which will be grievous to his heart and injurious to his life. To form a mingle-mangle of Law and Gospel is to teach that

which is neither Law nor Gospel, but the opposite of both. May the Spirit of God be our teacher and the Word of God be

our lesson book—and then we shall not err.

Very great mistakes have been made about the Law. Not long ago there were those about us who affirmed that the Law is utterly abrogated and abolished. They openly taught that Believers were not bound to make the moral Law the

rule of their lives. What would have been sin in other men they counted not to be sin in themselves. From such Antinomianism as that, may God deliver us! We are not under the Law as the method of salvation, but we delight to see the Law in the hand of Christ and desire to obey the Lord in all things. Others have been met with who have taught that Jesus mitigated and softened down the Law and they have, in effect, said that the perfect Law of God was too hard for imperfect

beings and, therefore, God has given us a milder and easier rule. These tread dangerously upon the verge of terrible error,

although we believe that they are little aware of it.

Alas, we have met with authors who have gone much further than this and have railed at the Law. Oh, the hard

words that I have sometimes read against the holy Law of God! How very unlike those which the Apostle used when he

said, “The Law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” How different from the reverent spirit which

made him say— “I delight in the Law of God after the inward man.” You know how David loved the Law of God and

sang its praises all through the longest of the Psalms. The heart of every real Christian is most reverent towards the Law

of the Lord. It is perfect, no, it is perfection itself! We believe that we shall never have reached perfection till we are perfectly

conformed to it. A sanctification which stops short of perfect conformity to the Law cannot truthfully be called

perfect sanctification, for every lack of exact conformity to the perfect Law is sin.

May the Spirit of God help us while, in imitation of our Lord Jesus, we endeavor to magnify the Law. I gather from

our text two things upon which I shall speak at this time. The first is that the Law of God is perpetual—“Till Heaven

and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law.” The meaning is that even in the least point it

must abide till it is all fulfilled. Secondly, we perceive that the Law of God must be fulfilled—Not “one jot or one tittle

shall pass from the Law, till all IS fulfilled.” He who came to bring in the Gospel dispensation here asserts that He has

not come to destroy the Law, but to fulfill it.

I. First—THE LAW OF GOD MUST BE PERPETUAL. There is no abrogation of it, nor amendment of it. It is

not to be toned down or adjusted to our fallen condition, but every one of the Lord’s righteous judgments abides forever.

I would urge three reasons which will establish this teaching. 
In the first place our Lord Jesus declares that He did not come to abolish it. His words are most exact—“Think not that I am come to destroy the Law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” And Paul tells us with regard to the Gospel, “Do we then make void the Law through faith? God forbid: yes, we establish the Law” (Rom. 3:31). The Gospel is the means of the firm establishment and vindication of the Law of God. Jesus did not come to change the Law, but He came to explain it, and that very fact shows that it remains, for there is no need to explain that which is abrogated.

Upon one particular point in which there happened to be a little ceremonialism involved, namely, the keeping of the Sabbath, our Lord enlarged and showed that the Jewish idea was not the true one. The Pharisees forbade even the doing

of works of necessity and mercy, such as rubbing ears of corn to satisfy hunger and healing the sick. Our Lord Jesus

showed that it was not at all according to the mind of God to forbid these things. In straining over the letter and carrying

an outward observance to excess, they had missed the spirit of the Sabbath Law, which suggested works of piety such

as truly hallow the day. He showed that Sabbatic rest was not mere inaction, and He said, “My Father works hitherto,

and I work.” He pointed to the priests who labored hard at offering sacrifices and said of them, “the priests in the Temple

profane the Sabbath and are blameless.” They were doing Divine service and were within the Law.

To meet the popular error, He took care to do some of His greatest miracles upon the Sabbath—and though this

excited great wrath against Him, as though He were a Law-breaker, yet He did it on purpose that they might see that the

Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath—and that it is meant to be a day for doing that which honors

God and blesses men! O that men knew how to keep the spiritual Sabbath by an easing from all servile work and from all

work done for self! The rest of faith is the true Sabbath and the service of God is the most acceptable hallowing of the

day. Oh that the day were wholly spent in serving God and doing good!

The sum of our Lord’s teaching was that works of necessity, works of mercy and works of piety are lawful on the

Sabbath. He explained the Law in that point and in others, yet that explanation did not alter the command, but only

removed the rust of tradition which had settled upon it. By thus explaining the Law, He confirmed it! He could not have

meant to abolish it or He would not have needed to expound it. In addition to explaining it, the Master went further—

He pointed out its spiritual character. This the Jews had not observed. They thought, for instance, that the command

“You shall not kill” simply forbade murder and manslaughter. But the Savior showed that anger without cause violates

the Law of God and that hard words and cursing—and all other displays of enmity and malice—are forbidden by the

Commandment.

They knew that they might not commit adultery, but it did not enter into their minds that a lascivious desire would be an offense against the precept till the Savior said, “He that looks upon a woman to lust after her commits adultery

with her already in his heart.” He showed that the thought of evil is sin; that an unclean imagination pollutes the heart;

that a wanton wish is guilt in the eyes of the Most High! Assuredly this was no abrogation of the Law of God—it was a

wonderful exhibition of its far-reaching sovereignty and of its searching character! The Pharisees fancied that if they kept

their hands, their feet and their tongues, all was done. But Jesus showed that thought, imagination, desire, memory—

everything—must be brought into subjection to the will of God or else the Law was not fulfilled.

What a searching and humbling doctrine is this! If the Law of the Lord reaches to the inward parts, who among us

can, by nature, abide its judgment? Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults! The Ten Commandments

are full of meaning—meaning which many seem to ignore. For instance, many a man will allow in and around his

house inattention to the rules of health and sanitary precaution, but it does not occur to him that he is trampling on the

commandments—“You shall not kill.” Yet this rule forbids our doing anything which may cause injury to our

neighbor’s health and so deprive him of life. Many a deadly manufactured article; many an ill-ventilated shop; many a

business with hours of excessive length is a standing breach of this Commandment!

Shall I say less of drinks, which lead so speedily to disease and death and crowd our cemeteries with untimely graves? So, too, in reference to another precept—some persons will repeat songs and stories which are suggestive of uncleanness— I wish that this were not so common as it is. Do they not know that an unchaste word, a double meaning, a sly

hint of lust all come under the Commandment, “You shall not commit adultery”? It is so according to the teaching of

our Lord Jesus! Oh, talk not to me about our Lord’s having brought in a milder Law because man could not keep the

Decalogue, for He has done nothing of the kind! “His fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor.” “Who

may abide the day of His coming? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.”

Let us not dare to dream that God had given us a perfect Law which we poor creatures could not keep and that,

therefore, He has corrected His legislature and sent His Son to put us under a relaxed discipline! Nothing of the sort! The

Lord Jesus Christ has, on the contrary, shown how intimately the Law of God surrounds and enters into our inward

parts, so as to convict us of sin within even if we seem clean on the outside. Ah me, this Law is high! I cannot attain to it!

It surrounds me everywhere; it tracks me to my bed and my board; it follows my steps and marks my ways wherever I may

be! No moment does it cease to govern and demand obedience. O God, I am everywhere condemned, for everywhere Your

Law reveals to me my serious deviations from the way of righteousness and shows me how far short I come of Your

Glory. Have pity on Your servant, for I fly to the Gospel which has done for me what the Law could never do—

“To see the Law by Christ fulfilled,

And hear His pardoning voice,

Changes a slave into a child,

And duty into choice.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in addition to explaining the Law and pointing out its spiritual character, also unveiled its

living essence, for when one asked Him “Which is the great Commandment in the Law?” He said, “You shall love the

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great Commandment.

And the second is like unto it; You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two Commandments hang all the Law and the prophets.” In other words, He has told us, “All the Law is fulfilled in this—you shall love.” There is the pith and marrow of it! Does any man say to me, “You see, then, instead of the Ten Commandments, we have received the two commandments and these are much easier.” I answer that this reading of the Law of God is not in the least easier!

Such a remark implies a lack of thought and experience. Those two precepts comprehend the 10 at their fullest extent and cannot be regarded as the erasure of a jot or tittle of them. Whatever difficulties surround the Ten Commandments, are equally found in the two, which are their sum and substance. If you love God with all your heart, you must keep the first table—and if you love your neighbor as yourself you must keep the second table. If any suppose that the Law of Love is an adaptation of the moral Law to man’s fallen condition, they greatly err. I can only say that the supposed adaptation is no more adapted to us than the original Law. If there could be conceived to be any difference in difficulty, it

might be easier to keep the 10 than the two, for if we go no deeper than the letter, the two are the more exacting, since

they deal with the heart, soul and mind.

The Ten Commandments mean all that the two express. But if we forget this and only look at the wording of them, I say, it is harder for a man to love God with all his heart, with all his soul, with all his mind, with all his strength and his

neighbor as himself than it would be merely to abstain from killing, stealing and false witness. Christ has not, therefore,

abrogated or at all moderated the Law to meet our helplessness. He has left it in all its sublime perfection, as it always

must be left—and He has pointed out how deep are its foundations, how elevated are its heights, how measureless are its

length and breadth! Like the laws of the Medes and Persians, God’s commands cannot be altered!

We are saved by another method. To show that He never meant to abrogate the Law, our Lord Jesus has embodied all its Commandments in His own life. In His own Person there was a nature which was perfectly conformed to the Law of God—and as was His nature, such was His life. He could say, “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” And again, “I have

kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” I may not say that He was scrupulously careful to keep the Law

of God—I will not put it so, for there was no tendency in Him to do otherwise—He was so perfect and pure; so infinitely

good and so complete in His agreement and communion with the Father, that He, in all things, carried out the Father’s

will.

The Father said of Him, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased; hear you Him.” Point out, if you possibly can, any way in which Christ has violated the Law or left it unfulfilled! There was never an unclean thought or rebellious desire in His soul. He had nothing to regret or to retract—it could not be that He should err. He was thrice

tempted in the wilderness and the enemy had the impertinence, even, to suggest idolatry, but He instantly overthrew the

adversary. The prince of this world came to Him, but he found nothing in Him—

“My dear Redeemer and my Lord,

I read my duty in Your Word.

But in Your life the Law appears

Drawn out in living characters.”

Now, if that Law had been too high and too hard, Christ would not have exhibited it in His life. But as our Exemplar He would have set forth that milder form of Law which is supposed by some theologians. He came to introduce. Inasmuch as our Leader and Exemplar has exhibited to us in His life a perfect obedience to the sacred Commandments in their undiminished grandeur, I gather that He means it to be the model of our conversation.

Our Lord has not taken off a single point or pinnacle from that up-towering alp of perfection. He said at the first,

“Lo, I come: in the volume of the Book it is written of Me. I delight to do Your will, O My God; yes, Your Law is within

My heart.” And well has He justified the writing of the volume of the Book. “God sent forth His Son, made of a woman,

made under the Law” and, being for our sakes under the Law, He obeyed it to the fullest, so that now, “Christ is the end

of the Law for righteousness to everyone that believes.”

Once more, that the Master did not come to alter the Law of God is clear because after having embodied it in His life, He willingly gave Himself up to bear its penalty, though He had never broken it, bearing the penalty for us, even as it is

written, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us.” “All we like sheep have gone

astray, we have turned, everyone, to his own way, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” If the Law had

demanded more of us than it ought to have done, would the Lord Jesus have rendered to it the penalty which resulted

from its too severe demands? I am sure He would not! But because the Law asked only what it ought to ask—namely perfect

obedience and exacted of the transgressor only what it ought to exact, namely, death, as the penalty for sin—death

under Divine wrath, therefore the Savior went to the Cross and there bore our sins and purged them once and for all.

He was crushed beneath the load of our guilt and cried, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death,” and at

last, when He had borne—

“All that Incarnate God could bear,

With strength enough, but none to spare,”

He bowed His head and said, “It is finished.” Our Lord Jesus Christ gave a greater vindication to the Law of God by dying, because it had been broken, than all the lost in Hell can ever give by their miseries, for their suffering is never complete, their debt is never paid! But He has borne all that was due from His people and the Law is defrauded of nothing.

By His death He has vindicated the honor of God’s moral government and made it just for Him to be merciful! When the

Lawgiver, Himself, submits to the Law; when the Sovereign, Himself, bears the extreme penalty of that Law—then is the

justice of God set upon such a glorious high throne that all admiring worlds must wonder at it! If, therefore, it is clearly

proven that Jesus was obedient to the Law of God, even to the extent of death, He certainly did not come to abolish or

abrogate it! And if He did not remove it, who can do so? If He declares that He came to establish it, who shall overthrow

it?

But, secondly, the Law of God must be perpetual from its very nature, for does it not strike you, the moment you think of it, that right must always be right, truth must always be true, and purity must always be pure? 
Before the Ten Commandments were published at Sinai, there was still that same Law of right and wrong laid upon men by the necessity
of their being God’s creatures. Right was always right before a single command had been committed to words! When

Adam was in the garden it was always right that he should love his Maker and it would always have been wrong that he

should have been at cross-purposes with his God. And it does not matter what happens in this world, or what changes

take place in the universe, it never can be right to lie, or to commit adultery, or murder, or steal, or to worship an idol

god. I will not say that the principles of right and wrong are as absolutely self-existent as God, but I do say that I cannot

grasp the idea of God, Himself, as existing apart from His being always holy and always true—so that the very idea of

right and wrong seems to me to be necessarily permanent and cannot possibly be shifted.

You cannot bring right down to a lower level! It must be where it always is—right is right eternally—and cannot be wrong. You cannot lift up wrong and make it somewhat right—it must be wrong while the world stands. Heaven and

earth may pass away, but not the smallest letter or accent of the moral Law can possibly change. In spirit the Law is eternal.

Suppose for a moment that it were possible to temper and tone down the Law of God, where would it be? I confess I

do not know and cannot imagine! If it is perfectly holy, how can it be altered except by being made imperfect? Would you

wish for that? Could you worship the God of an imperfect Law? Can it ever be true that God, by way of favoring us, has

put us under an imperfect Law? Would that be a blessing or a curse?

It is said by some that man cannot keep a perfect Law and God does not demand that he should. Certain modern

theologians have taught this, I hope, by inadvertence. Has God issued an imperfect Law? It is the first imperfect thing I

ever heard of His making! Does it come to this that, after all, the Gospel is a proclamation that God is going to be satisfied

with obedience to a mutilated Law? God forbid! I say, better that we perish than that His perfect Law perish! Terrible

as it is, it lies at the foundation of the peace of the universe and must be honored at all hazards. That gone, all goes!

When the power of the Holy Spirit convinced me of sin, I felt such a solemn awe of the Law of God that I remember well,

when I lay crashed beneath it as a condemned sinner, I yet admired and glorified it. I could not have wished that perfect

Law to be altered for me.

Rather did I feel that if my soul were sent to the lowest Hell, yet God was to be extolled for His Justice and His Law held in honor for its perfectness. I would not have had it altered even to save my soul! Brethren, the Law of the Lord must stand, for it is perfect and, therefore, has in it no element of decay or change. The Law of God is no more than God might most righteously ask of us. If God were about to give us a more tolerant Law, it would be an admission, on His part, that He asked too much at first. Can that be supposed? Was there, after all, some justification for the statement of the wicked and slothful servant when he said, “I feared you, because you are an austere man”? It cannot be! For God to alter His

Law would be an admission that He made a mistake! That He put poor imperfect man (we are often hearing that said)

under too rigorous a regime and, therefore, He is now prepared to abate His claims and make them more reasonable.

It has been said that man’s moral inability to keep the perfect Law exempts him from the duty of doing so. This is

very specious, but it is utterly false! Man’s inability is not of the kind which removes responsibility—it is moral, not

physical! Never fall into the error that moral inability will be an excuse for sin! What? When a man becomes such a liar

that he cannot speak the truth—is he, therefore, exempted from the duty of truthfulness? If your servant owes you a day’s

labor, is he free from the duty because he has made himself so drunk that he cannot serve you? Is a man freed from a debt

by the fact that he has squandered the money and, therefore, cannot pay it? Is a lustful man free to indulge his passions

because he cannot understand the beauty of chastity? This is dangerous doctrine! The Law is a just one and man is bound

by it though his sin has rendered him incapable of doing so.

The Law, moreover, demands no more than is good for us. There is not a single Commandment of God’s Law but

what is meant to be a kind of danger signal such as we put up upon the ice when it is too thin to bear. Each Commandment

does, as it were, say to us, “Dangerous!” It is never for a man’s good to do what God forbids him! It is never for

man’s real and ultimate happiness to leave undone anything that God commands him. The wisest directions for spiritual

health and for the avoidance of evil are those directions which are given us concerning right and wrong in the Law of

God! Therefore it is not possible that there should be any alteration, for it would not be for our good. I should like to say

to any Brother who thinks that God has put us under an altered rule—“Which particular part of the Law is it that God

has relaxed?” Which precept do you feel free to break?

Are you delivered from the Commandment which forbids stealing? My dear Sir, you may be a capital theologian, but I should lock up my spoons when you call at my house! Is it the Commandment about adultery which you think is removed?

Then I could not recommend your being admitted into any decent society! Is the Law as to killing softened

down? Then I had rather have your room than your company. From which Law is it that God has exempted you? That

Law of worshipping Him, only? Do you propose to have another god? Do you intend to make engraved images? The fact

is, that when we come to details, we cannot afford to lose a single link of this wonderful golden chain which is perfect in

every part as well as perfect as a whole! The Law is absolutely complete and you can neither add to it nor take from it.

“Whoever shall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For He that said, Do not commit

adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if you commit no adultery, yet if you kill, you have become a transgressor of the

Law.” If, then, no part of it can be taken down, it must stand and stand forever!

A third reason I will give why the Law must be perpetual is that to suppose it altered is most dangerous. To take away from the Law its perpetuity is, first of all, to take away from it its power to convict of sin. Is it so, that I, being an imperfect creature, am not expected to keep a perfect Law? Then it follows that I do not sin when I break the Law! And if all that is required of me is that I am to do according to the best of my knowledge and ability, then I have a very convenient rule, indeed—and most men will take care to adjust it so as to give themselves as much latitude as possible! By removing the Law you have done away with sin, for sin is the transgression of the Law! And where there is no Law, there is

no transgression! When you have done away with sin, you may as well have done away with the Savior and with salvation—

for they are by no means necessary!

When you have reduced sin to a minimum, what need is there of that great and glorious salvation which Jesus Christ has come to bring into the world? Brothers and Sisters, we must have none of this! It is evidently a way of mischief. By

lowering the Law, you weaken its power in the hands of God as a Convincer of sin. “By the Law is the knowledge of sin.”

It is the looking glass which shows us our spots—and that is a most useful thing—though nothing but the Gospel can

wash them away—

“My hopes of Heaven were firm and bright,

But since the precept came

With a convincing power and light,

I find how vile I am.

My guilt appeared but small before,

Till terribly I saw

How perfect, holy, just and pure

Was Your eternal Law.

Then felt my soul the heavy load,

My sins revived again,

I had provoked a dreadful God,

And all my hopes were slain.”

It is only a pure and perfect Law that the Holy Spirit can use in order to show us our depravity and sinfulness. Lower the Law and you dim the Law of God by which man perceives his guilt! This is a very serious loss to the sinner rather than a gain, for it lessens the likelihood of his conviction and conversion.

You have also taken away from the Law its power to shut us up to the faith of Christ. What is the Law of God for?

For us to keep in order to be saved by it? Not at all! It is sent in order to show us that we cannot be saved by works and

to shut us up to be saved by Grace! But if you make out that the Law is altered so that a man can keep it, you have left

him his old legal hope and he is sure to cling to it! You need a perfect Law that shuts man right up to hopelessness apart

from Jesus—puts him into an iron cage and locks him up—and offers him no escape but by faith in Jesus! Then he begins

to cry, “Lord, save me by Grace, for I perceive that I cannot be saved by my own works.”

This is how Paul describes it to the Galatians—“The Scripture has concluded all are under sin, that the promise by

faith in Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. But before faith came, we were kept under the Law, shut up

unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Therefore the Law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,

that we might be justified by faith.” I say you have deprived the Gospel of its most able auxiliary when you have set aside

the Law! You have taken away from it the schoolmaster that is to bring men to Christ. No, it must stand and stand in all

its terrors to drive men away from self-righteousness and constrain them to fly to Christ! They will never accept Grace

till they tremble before a just and holy Law! Therefore the Law serves a most necessary and blessed purpose and it must

not be removed from its place.

To alter the Law is to leave us without any Law at all. A sliding scale of duty is an immoral invention, fatal to the

principles of law. If each man is to be accepted because he does his best, we are all doing our best. Is there anybody that is

not? If we take their words for it, all our fellow men are doing as well as they can, considering their imperfect natures.

Even the harlot in the streets has some righteousness— she is not quite so far gone as others. Have you ever heard of the

bandit who committed many murders, but who felt that he had been doing his best because he never killed anybody on a

Friday? Self-righteousness builds itself a nest, even in the worst character! This is the man’s talk— “Really, if you knew

me, you would say I have been a good fellow to do as well as I have. Consider what a poor, fallen creature I am! Consider

what strong passions were born in me! Consider what temptations to vice beset me and you will not blame me so much!

After all, I dare say God is as satisfied with me as with many who are a great deal better because I had so few advantages.”

Yes, you have shifted the standard and every man will now do that which is right in his own eyes and claim to be doing

his best! If you shift the standard pound weight or the bushel measure, you will certainly never get full weight or

measurement again! There will be no standard to go by and each man will do his best with his own pounds and bushels. If

the standard is tampered with, you have taken away the foundation upon which trade is conducted and it is the same in

soul matters—abolish the best rule that ever can be, even God’s own Law—and there is no rule left worthy of the name!

What a fine opening this leaves for vain-glory! No wonder that men talk of perfect sanctification if the Law has been

lowered! There is nothing at all remarkable in our getting up to the rule if it is conveniently lowered for us! I believe I

shall be perfectly sanctified when I keep God’s Law without omission or transgression, but not till then!

If any man says that he is perfectly sanctified because he has come up to a modified law of his own, I am glad to know what he means, for I have, no longer, any discussion with him! I see nothing wonderful in his attainment. Sin is my need

of conformity to the Law of God—and until we are perfectly conformed to that Law of God in all its spiritual length and

breadth—it is idle for us to talk about perfect sanctification! No man is perfectly clean till he accepts absolute purity as

the standard by which he is to be judged. So long as there is in us any coming short of the perfect Law, we are not perfect!

What a humbling Truth of God this is! The Law shall not pass away, but it must be fulfilled! This Truth must be maintained,

for if it goes, our tackling is loose; we cannot well strengthen the mast; the ship goes all to pieces; she becomes a

total wreck!

The Gospel itself would be destroyed could you destroy the Law of God! To tamper with the Law is to trifle with the Gospel. “Till Heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law, till all is fulfilled.”

II. I come to show, secondly, that THE LAW MUST BE FULFILLED. I hope there are some in this place who are

saying, “We cannot fulfill it.” That is exactly where I want to bring you! Salvation by the works of the Law must be felt

to be impossible by every man who would be saved! We must learn that salvation is of Grace through faith in Jesus Christ

our Lord—not by our own doings or feelings. But this is a doctrine no one will receive till he has learned the previous

Truth of God—that salvation by the works of the Law can never come to any man born of woman!

Yet the Law must be fulfilled. Many will say with Nicodemus, “How can these things be?” I answer, the Law is fulfilled in Christ and, by faith, we receive the fruit thereof. 
First, as I have already said, the Law is fulfilled in the matchless Sacrifice of Jesus Christ. If a man has broken a Law, what does the Law do with him? It says, “I must be honored. You have broken my command which was sanctioned by the penalty of death. Inasmuch as you did not honor me by obedience, but dishonored me by transgression, you must die.” Our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the great Covenant Representative of His people, their second Adam, stood forward on the behalf of all who are in Him and presented Himself as a victim to Divine Justice.

Since His people were guilty of death, He, as their Covenant Head, came under death in their place! It was a glorious thing that such representative death was possible—and it was only so because of the original constitution of the race as springing from a common father and placed under a single head. Inasmuch as our fall was by one Adam, it was possible

for us to be raised by another Adam! “As in Adam all died, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” It became possible

for God, upon the principle of representation, to allow substitution. Our first fall was not by our personal fault, but

through the failure of our representative—and now in comes our second and grander Representative—the Son of God,

and He sets us free, not by our honoring the Law, but by His doing so!

He came under the Law by His birth. And being found as a Man loaded with the guilt of all His people, He was visited with its penalty! The Law lifts its bloody axe and it smites our glorious Head that we may go free! It is the Son of

God that keeps the Law by dying, the Just for the unjust. “The soul that sins, it shall die”—there is death demanded—

and in Christ death is presented! Life for life is rendered! An infinitely precious Life instead of the poor lives of men! Jesus

has died and so the Law has been fulfilled by the endurance of its penalty. And being fulfilled, its power to condemn and

punish the Believer has passed away.
Secondly, the Law has been fulfilled, again, for us by Christ in His life. I have already gone over this, but I want to establish you in it. Jesus Christ as our Head and Representative, came into the world for the double purpose of bearing the penalty and, at the same time, keeping the Law. One of His main designs in coming to earth was “to bring in perfect righteousness.” “As by the disobedience of one, many were made sinners, so by the righteousness of one, shall many be made righteous.” The Law requires a perfect life and he that believes in Jesus Christ presents to the Law a perfect life
which he has made his own by faith. It is not his own life, but Christ is made of God unto us, righteousness, even to us

who are one with Him. “Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone that believes.”

That which Jesus did is counted as though we did it! And because He was righteous, God sees us in Him and counts us righteous upon the principle of substitution and representation. Oh, how blessed it is to put on this robe and to wear it! And to stand before the Most High in a better righteousness than His Law demanded—for that demanded the perfect righteousness of a creature—but we put on the absolute righteousness of the Creator Himself! And what can the Law ask more? It is written, “In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely, and this is the name with which He

shall be called—THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” “The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’ sake: He will

magnify the Law and make it honorable.”

Yes, but that is not all. The Law has to be fulfilled in us personally in a spiritual and Gospel sense. “Well,” you say, “but how can that be?” I reply in the words of our Apostle—“What the Law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,” Christ has done and is doing by the Holy Spirit, “that the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us
who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit.” Regeneration is a work by which the Law is fulfilled, for when a man is

born again there is placed in him a new nature which loves the Law of God and is perfectly conformed to it. The new nature

which God implants in every Believer at the time he is born again is incapable of sin—it cannot sin, for it is born of

God! That new nature is the offspring of the eternal Father—and the Spirit of God dwells in it, with it and strengthens

it!

It is light, it is purity, it is, according to the Scripture, the “living and incorruptible Seed which lives and abides forever.” If incorruptible, it is sinless, for sin is corruption and corrupts everything that it touches. The Apostle Paul, when

describing his inward conflicts, showed that he himself, his real and best self, did keep the Law, for he says, “So then with

the mind I, myself, serve the Law of God” (Rom. 7:25). He consented to the Law that it was good, which showed that he

was on the side of the Law. And though sin that dwelt in his members led him into transgression, yet his new nature did

not allow it, but hated and loathed it, and cried out against it as one in bondage! The newborn soul delights in the Law

of the Lord and there is within it a quenchless life which aspires after absolute perfection! It will never rest till it pays to

God perfect obedience and comes to be like God, Himself!

This which is begun in regeneration is continued and grows till it ultimately arrives at absolute perfection. That will be seen in the world to come and oh, what a fulfillment of the Law will be there! The Law will admit no man to Heaven

till he is perfectly conformed to it—but every Believer shall be in that perfect condition! Our nature shall be refined from

all its dross and be as pure gold! It will be our delight in Heaven to be holy. There will be nothing about us, then, to kick

against a single Commandment of God! We shall know, there, in our own hearts the Glory and excellency of the Divine

will and our will shall run in the same channel. We shall not imagine that the precepts are rigorous—they will be our

own will as truly as they are God’s will!

Then nothing which God has commanded, however much of self-denial it requires, now, will require any self-denial from us! Holiness will be our element, our delight! Our nature will be entirely conformed to the Nature and mind of God as to holiness and goodness—and then the Law will be fulfilled in us and we shall stand before God, having washed our

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb! And, at the same time, being ourselves without spot, or wrinkle, or

any such thing! Then shall the Law of the Lord have eternal honor from our immortal being. Oh, how we shall rejoice in

it! We delight in it after the inward man, now, but then we shall delight in it as to our risen bodies which shall be

charmed to be instruments of righteousness unto God forever and ever! No appetite of those risen bodies, no want and no

necessity of them shall then lead the soul astray, but our whole body, soul and spirit shall be perfectly conformed unto

the Divine mind!

Let us long and pant for this! We shall never attain it except by believing in Jesus. Perfect holiness will never be

reached by the works of the Law, for works cannot change the nature. But by faith in Jesus and the blessed work of His

Holy Spirit, we shall have it and then, I believe, it will be among our songs of Glory that Heaven and earth pass away,

but the Word of God and the Law of God shall stand fast forever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen.
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Upon Our Lord's Sermon on the Mount, 5

By John Wesley Sermon 25 (text from the 1872 edition - Thomas Jackson, edi


"Think not that I am come to destroy the Law or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you: Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For verily I say unto you: That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 5:17-20 

I. The moral law of the Ten Commandments can never be broken while we are conscious of good and evil. 

II. The law and the gospel agree perfectly well together. 

III. God demands an entire obedience; there is no such thing as a little sin. 

IV. Righteous Christians fulfill the spirit as well as the letter of the law. 



1. Among the multitude of reproaches that fell upon Him who "was despised and rejected of men," it could not fail to be one, that He was a teacher of novelties, an introducer of a new religion. This might be affirmed with the more color because many of the expressions He had used were not common among the Jews: either they did not use them at all, or not in the same sense, not in so full and strong a meaning. Add to this, that the worshipping God "in spirit and in truth" must always appear a new religion to those who have hitherto known nothing but outside worship, nothing but the "form of godliness." 

2. And it is not improbable, some might hope it was so, that He was abolishing the old religion, and bringing in another, -- one which, they might flatter themselves, would be an easier way to heaven. But our Lord refutes, in these words, both the vain hopes of the one, and the groundless calumnies of the other. 

I shall consider them in the same order as they lie, taking each verse for a distinct head of discourse. 


I.

1. And First, "Think not that I am come to destroy the Law, or the Prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill." 

The ritual or ceremonial law, delivered by Moses to the children of Israel, containing all the injunctions and ordinances which related to the old sacrifices and service of the temple, our Lord indeed did come to destroy, to dissolve, and utterly abolish. To this bear all the Apostles witness; not only Barnabas and Paul, who vehemently withstood those who taught that Christians ought "to keep the law of Moses;" (Acts 15:5) not only St. Peter, who termed the insisting on this, on the observance of the ritual law, a "tempting God," and "putting a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers," saith he, "nor we, were able to bear;" but all the Apostles, elders, and brethren, being assembled with one accord, (Acts 15:22) declared, that to command them to keep this law, was to "subvert their souls;" and that "it seemed good to the Holy Ghost" and to them, to lay no such burden upon them. (Acts 15:28) This "hand-writing of ordinances" our Lord did blot out, take away, and nail to His cross. 
2. But the moral law, contained in the Ten Commandments, and enforced by the prophets, He did not take away. It was not the design of His coming to revoke any part of this. This is a law which never can be broken, which stands fast as the faithful witness in heaven. The moral stands on an entirely different foundation from the ceremonial or ritual law, which was only designed for a temporary restraint upon a disobedient and stiff-necked people; whereas this was from the beginning of the world, being "written not on tables of stone," but on the hearts of all the children of men, when they came out of the hands of the Creator. And, however the letters once wrote by the finger of God are now in a great measure defaced by sin, yet can they not wholly be blotted out, while we have any consciousness of good and evil. Every part of this law must remain in force, upon all mankind, and in all ages; as not depending either on time or place, or any other circumstances liable to change, but on the nature of God and the nature of man, and their unchangeable relation to each other. 
3. "I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill." Some have conceived our Lord to mean, -- I am come to fulfill this by my entire and perfect obedience to it. And it cannot be doubted but he did, in this sense, fulfill every part of it. But this does not appear to be what He intends here, being foreign to the scope of his present discourse. Without question, his meaning in this place is, (consistently with all that goes before and follows after,) -- I am come to establish it in its fullness, in spite of all the glosses of men: I am come to place in a full and clear view whatsoever was dark or obscure therein: I am come to declare the true and full import of every part of it; to show the length and breadth, the entire extent of every commandment contained therein, and the height and depth, the inconceivable purity and spirituality of it in all its branches. 

4. And this our Lord has abundantly performed in the preceding and subsequent parts of the discourse before us, in which He has not introduced a new religion into the world, but the same which was from the beginning: -- a religion the substance of which is, without question, as old as the creation, being coeval with man, and having proceeded from God at the very time when "man became a living soul;" (the substance, I say; for some circumstances of it now relate to man as a fallen creature;) -- a religion witnessed to both by the Law and by the Prophets, in all succeeding generations. Yet was it never so fully explained, nor so thoroughly understood till the great Author of it Himself condescended to give mankind this authentic comment on all the essential branches of it; at the same time declaring it should never be changed, but remain in force to the end of the world. 



II.

1. "For verily I say unto you," (a solemn preface, which denotes both the importance and certainty of what is spoken,) "Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled." 

"One jot:" -- It is literally, not one iota, not the most inconsiderable vowel: "Or one tittle," mia keraia, -- one corner, or point of a consonant. It is a proverbial expression which signifies that no one commandment contained in the moral law, nor the least part of any one, however inconsiderable it might seem, should ever be disannulled. 

"Shall in no wise pass from the law:" ou mh parelqh apo tou nomou. The double negative, here used, strengthens the sense, so as to admit of no contradiction: And the word parelqh, it may be observed, is not barely future, declaring what will be; but has likewise the force of an imperative, ordering what shall be. It is a word of authority, expressing the sovereign will and power of Him that spake; of Him whose word is the law of heaven and earth, and stands fast forever and ever. 

"One jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass till heaven and earth pass;" or as it is expressed immediately after, hews an panta genEtai, -- till all (or rather, all things) be fulfilled, till the consummation of all things. Here is therefore no room for that poor evasion (with which some have delighted themselves greatly) that "no part of the law was to pass away till all the law was fulfilled: But it has been fulfilled by Christ, and therefore now must pass, for the gospel to be established." Not so; the word all does not mean all the law, but all things in the universe; as neither has the term fulfilled any reference to the law, but to all things in heaven and earth. 

2. From all this we may learn, that there is no contrariety at all between the law and the gospel; that there is no need for the law to pass away, in order to the establishing of the gospel. Indeed neither of them supersedes the other, but they agree perfectly well together. Yea, the very same words, considered in different respects, are parts both of the law and of the gospel. If they are considered as commandments, they are parts of the law: if as promises, of the gospel. Thus, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart," when considered as a commandment, is a branch of the law; when regarded as a promise, is an essential part of the gospel; -- the gospel being no other than the commands of the law proposed by way of promises. Accordingly poverty of spirit, purity of heart, and whatever else is enjoined in the holy law of God, are no other, when viewed in a gospel light, than so many great and precious promises. 

3. There is, therefore, the closest connection that can be conceived between the law and the gospel. On the one hand, the law continually makes way for, and points us to the gospel; on the other, the gospel continually leads us to a more exact fulfilling of the law. The law, for instance, requires us to love God, to love our neighbor, to be meek, humble, or holy. We feel that we are not sufficient for these things; yea, that "with man this is impossible:" But we see a promise of God, to give us that love, and to make us humble, meek, and holy: We lay hold of this gospel, of these glad tidings; it is done unto us according to our faith; and "the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us," through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

We may yet farther observe, that every command in holy writ is only a covered promise. For by that solemn declaration, "This is the covenant I will make after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws in your minds, and write them in your hearts," God hath engaged to give whatsoever he commands. Does he command us then to "pray without ceasing?" To "rejoice evermore?" "To be holy as He is holy?" It is enough. He will work in us this very thing. It shall be unto us according to his word. 

4. But if these things are so, we cannot be at a loss what to think of those who in all ages of the Church, have undertaken to change or supersede some commands of God, as they professed, by the peculiar direction of his Spirit. Christ has here given us an infallible rule, whereby to judge of all such pretensions. Christianity, as it includes the whole moral law of God, both by way of injunction and of promise, if we will hear him is designed of God to be the last of all his dispensations. There is no other to come after this. This is to endure till the consummation of all things. Of consequence, all such new revelations are of Satan, and not of God; and all pretences to another more perfect dispensation fall to the ground of course. "Heaven and earth shall pass away;" but this word "shall not pass away." 

III.

1. "Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 

Who, what are they that make "the preaching of the law" a character of reproach? Do they not see on whom their reproach must fall, -- on whose head it must light at last? Whosoever on this ground despises us, despises Him that sent us. For did ever any man preach the law like Him, even when he came not to condemn but to save the world; when he came purposely to "bring life and immortality to light through the gospel?" Can any preach the law more expressly, more rigorously, than Christ does in these words? And who is he that shall amend them? Who is he that shall instruct the Son of God how to preach? Who will teach Him a better way of delivering the message which He hath received of the Father? 

2. "Whosoever shall break one of these least commandments," or one of the least of these commandments. -- "These commandments," we may observe, is a term used by our Lord as equivalent with the law, or the law and the Prophets, -- which is the same thing, seeing the Prophets added nothing to the law, but only declared, explained, or enforced it, as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

"Whosoever shall break one of these least commandments," especially if it be done willfully or presumptuously: -- -- for "he that keepeth the whole law, and" thus "offends in one point, is guilty of all;" the wrath of God abideth on him, as surely as if he had broken every one. So that no allowance is made for one darling lust; no reserve for one idol; no excuse for refraining from all besides, and only giving way to one bosom sin. What God demands is an entire obedience; we are to have an eye to all His commandments; otherwise we lose all the labour we take in keeping some, and our poor souls for ever and ever. 

"One of these least," or one of the least of these commandments: -- Here is another excuse cut off, whereby many, who cannot deceive God, miserably deceive their own souls. "This sin," saith the sinner, "is it not a little one? Will not the Lord spare me in this thing? Surely he will not be extreme to mark this, since I do not offend in the greater matters of the law." Vain hope! Speaking after the manner of men, we may term these great, and those little commandments; but in reality they are not so. If we use propriety of speech there is no such thing as a little sin; every sin being a transgression of the holy and perfect law, and an affront on the great Majesty of heaven. 

3. "And shall teach men so." In some sense it may be said that whosoever openly breaks any commandment teaches others the same; for example speaks, and many times louder than precept. In this sense, it is apparent, every open drunkard is a teacher of drunkenness; every sabbath-breaker is constantly teaching his neighbour to profane the day of the Lord. But this is not all: An habitual breaker of the law is seldom content to stop here; he generally teaches other men to do so too, by word as well as example; especially when he hardens his neck, and hateth to be reproved. Such a sinner soon commences an advocate for sin; he defends what he is resolved not to forsake; he excuses the sin which he will not leave, and thus directly teaches every sin which he commits. 

"He shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven;" -- that is, shall have no part therein. He is a stranger to the kingdom of heaven which is on earth; he hath no portion in that inheritance; no share of that "righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." Nor, by consequence can he have any part in the glory which shall be revealed. 

4. But if those who even thus break, and teach others to break "one of the least of these commandments shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven," shall have no part in the kingdom of Christ and of God; if even these shall be cast into "outer darkness, where is wailing and gnashing of teeth," then where will they appear whom our Lord chiefly and primarily intends in these words, -- they who, bearing the character of Teachers sent from God, do nevertheless themselves break his commandments; yea, and openly teach others so to do; being corrupt both in life and doctrine? 

5. These are of several sorts. Of the first sort are they who live in some wilful, habitual sin. Now, if an ordinary sinner teaches by his example, how much more a sinful Minister, -- even if he does not attempt to defend, excuse, or extenuate his sin! If he does, he is a murderer indeed; yea, the murderer-general of his congregation! He peoples the regions of death. He is the choicest instrument of the prince of darkness. When he goes hence, "hell from beneath is moved to meet him at his coming." Nor can he sink into the bottomless pit without dragging a multitude after him. 

6. Next to these are the good-natured, good sort of men: who live an easy, harmless life, neither troubling themselves with outward sin, nor with inward holiness; men who are remarkable neither one way nor the other, neither for religion nor irreligion who are very regular both in public and private, but do not pretend to be any stricter than their neighbours. A Minister of this kind breaks not one, or a few only, of the least commandments of God; but all the great and weighty branches of his law which relate to the power of godliness, and all that require us to "pass the time of our sojourning in fear," to "work out our salvation with fear and trembling;" to have our "loins always girt and our lights burning," to "strive," or agonize, "to enter in at the strait gate." And he teaches men so, by the whole form of his life, and the general tenor of his preaching, which uniformly tends to soothe those in their pleasing dream who imagine themselves Christians and are not; to persuade all who attend upon his ministry to sleep on and take their rest. No marvel, therefore, if both he and they that follow him wake together in everlasting burnings." 

7. But above all these, in the highest rank of the enemies of the gospel of Christ, are they who openly and explicitly "judge the law" itself, and "speak evil of the law;" who teach men to break (lysai, to dissolve, to loose, to untie the obligation of) not one only, whether of the least, or of the greatest, but all the commandments at a stroke; who teach, without any cover, in so many words, -- "What did our Lord do with the law? He abolished it. There is but one duty, which is that of believing. All commands are unfit for our times. From any demand of the law, no man is obliged now to go one step, to give away one farthing, to eat or omit one morsel." This is, indeed, carrying matters with a high hand; this is withstanding our Lord to the face, and telling him that he understood not how to deliver the message on which He was sent. O Lord, lay not this sin to their charge! Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do! 

8. The most surprising of all the circumstances that attend this strong delusion, is, that they who are given up to it, really believe that they honour Christ by overthrowing his law, and that they are magnifying his office, while they are destroying his doctrine! Yea, they honour him just as Judas did, when he said, "Hail, Master!" and kissed him. And he may as justly say to every one of them, "Betrayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss?" It is no other than betraying him with a kiss, to talk of his blood, and take away his crown; to set light by any part of his law, under pretence of advancing his gospel. Nor, indeed, can anyone escape this charge, who preaches faith in any such manner as either directly or indirectly tends to set aside any branch of obedience; who preaches Christ so as to disannul, or weaken, in anywise, the least of the commandments of God. 

9. It is impossible, indeed, to have too high an esteem for "the faith of God's elect." And we must all declare, "By grace ye are saved through faith; not of works, lest any man should boast." We must cry aloud to every penitent sinner, "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." But, at the same time, we must take care to let all men know, we esteem no faith but that which worketh by love [Gal. 5:6]; and that we are not saved by faith, unless so far as we are delivered from the power as well as the guilt of sin. And when we say, "Believe, and thou shalt be saved;" we do not mean, "Believe, and thou shalt step from sin to heaven, without any holiness coming between; faith supplying the place of holiness;" but, "Believe, and thou shalt be holy; believe in the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt have peace and power together: Thou shalt have power from Him in whom thou believest, to trample sin under thy feet; power to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and to serve him with all thy strength: Thou shalt have power 'by patient continuance in well-doing, to seek for glory, and honour, and immortality;' thou shalt both do and teach all the commandments of God, from the least even to the greatest: Thou shalt teach them by thy life as well as thy words, and so 'be called great in the kingdom of heaven.' " 

1. Whatever other way we teach to the kingdom of heaven, to glory, honour, and immortality, be it called the way of faith, or by any other name, it is, in truth, the way to destruction. It will not bring a man peace at the last. For thus saith the Lord, "[Verily] I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

The Scribes, mentioned so often in the New Testament, as some of the most constant and vehement opposers of our Lord, were not secretaries, or men employed in writing only, as that term might incline us to believe. Neither were they lawyers, in our common sense of the word; although the word nomikoi is so rendered in our translation. Their employment had no affinity at all to that of a lawyer among us. They were conversant with the laws of God, and not with the laws of man. These were their study: It was their proper and peculiar business to read and expound the law and the Prophets, particularly in the synagogues. They were the ordinary, stated preachers among the Jews. So that if the sense of the original word was attended to, we might render it, the Divines. For these were the men who made divinity their profession: and they were generally (as their name literally imports) men of letters; men of the greatest account for learning that were then in the Jewish nation. 

2. The Pharisees were a very ancient sect, or body of men, among the Jews; originally so called from the Hebrew word PRS -- which signifies to separate or divide. Not that they made any formal separation from, or division in, the national church. They were only distinguished from others by greater strictness of life, by more exactness of conversation. For they were zealous of the law in the minutest points; paying tithes of mint, anise, and cummin: And hence they were had in honour of all the people, and generally esteemed the holiest of men. 

Many of the Scribes were of the sect of the Pharisees. Thus St. Paul himself, who was educated for a Scribe, first at the university of Tarsus, and after that in Jerusalem, at the feet of Gamaliel, (one of the most learned Scribes or Doctors of the law that were then in the nation,) declares of himself before the Council, "I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee;" (Acts 23:6) and before King Agrippa, "After the straitest sect of our religion, I lived a Pharisee." (Acts 26:5) And the whole body of the Scribes generally esteemed and acted in concert with the Pharisees. Hence we find our Saviour so frequently coupling them together, as coming in many respects under the same consideration. In this place they seem to be mentioned together as the most eminent professors of religion; the former of whom were accounted the wisest, -- the latter, the holiest of men. 

3. What "the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees" really was, it is not difficult to determine. Our Lord has preserved an authentic account which one of them gave of himself: And he is clear and full in describing his own righteousness; and cannot be supposed to have omitted any part of it. He went up indeed "into the temple to pray;" but was so intent upon his own virtues, that he forgot the design upon which he came. For it is remarkable, he does not properly pray at all: He only tells God how wise and good he was. "God, I thank thee that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers; or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week: I give tithes of all that I possess." His righteousness therefore consisted of three parts: First, saith he, "I am not as other men are;" I am not an extortioner, not unjust, not an adulterer; not "even as this publican." Secondly, "I fast twice in the week:" And, Thirdly, "I give tithes of all that I possess." 

"I am not as other men are." This is not a small point. It is not every man that can say this. It is as if he had said, -- "I do not suffer myself to be carried away by that great torrent, custom. I live not by custom, but by reason; not by the examples of men, but the word of God. I am not an extortioner, not unjust, not an adulterer; however common these sins are, even among those who are called the people of God; (extortion, in particular, -- a kind of legal injustice, not punishable by any human law, the making gain of another's ignorance or necessity, having filled every corner of the land;) nor even as this publican, not guilty of any open or presumptuous sin; not an outward sinner; but a fair, honest man of blameless life and conversation." 

4. "I fast twice in the week." There is more implied in this, than we may at first be sensible of. All the stricter Pharisees observed the weekly fasts; namely, every Monday and Thursday. On the former day they fasted in memory of Moses receiving on that day (as their tradition taught) the two tables of stone written by the finger of God; on the latter, in memory of his casting them out of his hand, when he saw the people dancing round the golden calf. On these days, they took no sustenance at all, till three in the afternoon; the hour at which they began to offer up the evening sacrifice in the temple. Till that hour, it was their custom to remain in the temple, in some of the corners, apartments, or courts thereof; that they might be ready to assist at all the sacrifices, and to join in all the public prayers. The time between they were accustomed to employ, partly in private addresses to God, partly in searching the Scriptures, in reading the Law and the Prophets, and in meditating thereon. Thus much is implied in, "I fast twice in the week;" the second branch of the righteousness of a Pharisee. 

5. "I give tithes of all that I possess." This the Pharisees did with the utmost exactness. They would not except the most inconsiderable thing; no, not mint, anise, and cummin. They would not keep back the least part of what they believed properly to belong to God; but gave a full tenth of their whole substance yearly, and of all their increase, whatsoever it was. 

Yea, the stricter Pharisees (as has been often observed by those who are versed in the ancient Jewish writings,) not content with giving one tenth of their substance to God in his priests and Levites, gave another tenth to God in the poor, and that continually. They gave the same proportion of all they had in alms as they were accustomed to give in tithes. And this likewise they ajusted with the utmost exactness; that they might not keep back any part, but might fully render unto God the things which were God's, as they accounted this to be. So that, upon the whole, they gave away, from year to year an entire fifth of all that they possessed. 

6. This was "the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees;" a righteousness which, in many respects, went far beyond the conception which many have been accustomed to entertain concerning it. But perhaps it will be said, "It was all false and feigned; for they were all a company of hypocrites." Some of them doubtless were; men who had really no religion at all, no fear of God, or desire to please him; who had no concern for the honour that cometh of God, but only for the praise of men. And these are they whom our Lord so severely condemns, so sharply reproves, on many occasions. But we must not suppose, because many Pharisees were hypocrites, therefore all were so. Nor indeed is hypocrisy by any means essential to the character of a Pharisee. This is not the distinguishing mark of their sect. It is rather this, according to our Lord's account, "They trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others." This is their genuine badge. But the Pharisee of this kind cannot be a hypocrite. He must be, in the common sense, sincere; otherwise he could not "trust in himself that he is righteous." The man who was here commending himself to God unquestionably thought himself righteous. Consequently, he was no hypocrite; he was not conscious to himself of any insincerity. He now spoke to God just what he thought, namely, that he was abundantly better than other men. 

But the example of St. Paul, were there no other, is sufficient to put this out of all question. He could not only say, when he was a Christian, "Herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God and toward men;" (Acts 24:16) but even concerning the time when he was a Pharisee, "Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day." (Acts 23:1) He was therefore sincere when he was a Pharisee, as well when he was a Christian. He was no more a hypocrite when he persecuted the Church, than when he preached the faith which once he persecuted. Let this then be added to "the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees," -- a sincere belief that they are righteous, and in all things "doing God service." 

7. And yet, "except your righteousness," saith our Lord, "shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." A solemn and weighty declaration, and which it behoves all who are called by the name of Christ seriously and deeply to consider. But before we inquire how our righteousness may exceed theirs, let us examine whether at present we come up to it. 

First, a Pharisee was "not as other men are." In externals he was singularly good. Are we so? Do we dare to be singular at all? Do we not rather swim with the stream? Do we not many times dispense with religion and reason together, because we would not look particular? Are we not often more afraid of being out of the fashion, than of being out of the way of salvation? Have we courage to stem the tide? -- to run counter to the world? -- "to obey God rather than man?" Otherwise, the Pharisee leaves us behind at the very first step. It is well if we overtake him any more. 

But to come closer. Can we use his first plea with God, which is, in substance, "I do no harm: I live in no outward sin. I do nothing for which my own heart condemns me." Do you not? Are you sure of that? Do you live in no practice for which your own heart condemns you? If you are not an adulterer, if you are not unchaste, either in word or deed, are you not unjust? The grand measure of justice, as well as of mercy, is, "Do unto others as thou wouldst they should do unto thee." Do you walk by this rule? Do you never do unto any what you would not they should do unto you, Nay, are you not grossly unjust? Are you not an extortioner? Do you not make a gain of anyone's ignorance or necessity; neither in buying nor selling? Suppose you are engaged in trade: Do you demand, do you receive, no more than the real value of what you sell? Do you demand, do you receive, no more of the ignorant than of the knowing, -- of a little child, than of an experienced trader? If you do, why does not your heart condemn you? You are a barefaced extortioner! Do you demand no more than the usual price of goods of any who is in pressing want, -- who must have, and that without delay, the things which you only can furnish him with? If you do, this also is flat extortion. Indeed you do not come up to the righteousness of a Pharisee. 

8. A Pharisee, Secondly, (to express his sense in our common way,) used all the means of grace. As he fasted often and much, twice in every week, so he attended all the sacrifices. He was constant in public and private prayer, and in reading and hearing the Scriptures. Do you go as far as this? Do you fast much and often? -- twice in the week? I fear not! Once, at least, "on all Fridays in the year?" (So our Church clearly and peremptorily enjoins all her members to do; to observe all these as well as the vigils and the forty days of Lent, as days of fasting or abstinence.) Do you fast twice in the year? I am afraid some among us cannot plead even this! Do you neglect no opportunity of attending and partaking of the Christian sacrifice? How many are they who call themselves Christians, and yet are utterly regardless of it, -- yet do not eat of that bread, or drink of that cup, for months, perhaps years, together? Do you, every day, either hear the Scriptures, or read them and meditate thereon? Do you join in prayer with the great congregation, daily, if you have opportunity; if not, whenever you can; particularly on that day which you "remember to keep it holy?" Do you strive to "make opportunities?" Are you glad when they say unto you, "We will go into the house of the Lord?" Are you zealous of, and diligent in, private prayer? Do you suffer no day to pass without it? Rather are not some of you so far from spending therein (with the Pharisee) several hours in one day that you think one hour full enough, if not too much? Do you spend an hour in a day, or in a week, in praying to your Father which is in secret? Yea, an hour in a month? Have you spent one hour together in private prayer ever since you was born? Ah, poor Christian! Shall not the Pharisee rise up in the judgment against thee and condemn thee? His righteousness is as far above thine, as the heaven is above the earth! 

9. The Pharisee, Thirdly, paid tithes and gave alms of all that he possessed. And in how ample a manner! So that he was (as we phrase it) "a man that did much good." Do we come up to him here? Which of us is so abundant as he was in good works? Which of us gives a fifth of all his substance to God? Both of the principal and of the increase? Who of us out of (suppose) an hundred pounds a year, gives twenty to God and the poor; out of fifty, ten; and so in a larger or a smaller proportion? When shall our righteousness, in using all the means of grace, in attending all the ordinances of God, in avoiding evil and doing good, equal at least the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees? 

10. Although if it only equalled theirs, what would that profit? "For verily I say unto you, except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." But how can it exceed theirs? Wherein does the righteousness of a Christian exceed that of a scribe or Pharisee? Christian righteousness exceeds theirs, First, in the extent of it. Most of the Pharisees, though they were rigorously exact in many things, yet were emboldened, by the traditions of the Elders to dispense with others of equal importance. Thus they were extremely punctual in keeping the fourth commandment, -- they would not even rub an ear of corn on the Sabbath-day; but not at all in keeping the third, -- making little account of light, or even false, swearing. So that their righteousness was partial; whereas the righteousness of a real Christian is universal. He does not observe one, or some parts, of the law of God, and neglect the rest; but keeps all his commandments, loves them all, values them above gold or precious stones. 

11. It may be, indeed, that some of the Scribes and Pharisees endeavoured to keep all the commandments, and consequently were, as touching the righteousness of the law, that is, according to the letter of it, blameless. But still the righteousness of a Christian exceeds all this righteousness of a Scribe or Pharisee, by fulfilling the spirit as well as the letter of the law; by inward as well as outward obedience. In this, in the spirituality of it, it admits of no comparison. This is the point which our Lord has so largely proved, in the whole tenor of this discourse. Their righteousness was external only: Christian righteousness is in the inner man. The Pharisee "cleansed the outside of the cup and the platter;" the Christian is clean within. The Pharisee laboured to present God with a good life; the Christian with a holy heart. The one shook off the leaves, perhaps the fruits, of sin; the other "lays the axe to the root," as not being content with the outward form of godliness, how exact soever it be, unless the life, the Spirit, the power of God unto salvation, be felt in the inmost soul. 

Thus, to do no harm, to do good, to attend the ordinances of God (the righteousness of a Pharisee,) are all external; whereas, on the contrary, poverty of spirit, mourning, meekness, hunger and thirst after righteousness, the love of our neighbour, and purity of heart, (the righteousness of a Christian,) are all internal. And even peace-making (or doing good,) and suffering for righteousness' sake, stand entitled to the blessings annexed to them, only as they imply these inward dispositions, as they spring from, exercise, and confirm them. So that whereas the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees was external only, it may be said in some sense that the righteousness of a Christian is internal only: All his actions and sufferings being as nothing in themselves, being estimated before God only by the tempers from which they spring. 

12. Whosoever therefore thou art, who bearest the holy and venerable name of a Christian, see, First, that thy righteousness fall not short of the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees. Be not thou "as other men are!" Dare to stand alone, to be "against example, singularly good." If thou "follow a multitude" at all, it must be "to do evil." Let not custom or fashion be thy guide, but reason and religion. The practice of others is nothing to thee: "Every man must give an account of himself to God." Indeed, if thou canst save the soul of another, do; but at least save one, -- thy own. Walk not in the path of death because it is broad, and many walk therein. Nay, by this very token thou mayst know it. Is the way wherein thou now walkest, a broad, well-frequented, fashionable way? Then it infallibly leads to destruction. O be not thou "damned for company!" Cease from evil; fly from sin as from the face of a serpent! At least, do no harm. "He that committeth sin is of the devil." Be not thou found in that number. Touching outward sins, surely the grace of God is even now sufficient for thee. "Herein," at least, "exercise thyself to have a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men." 

Secondly. Let not thy righteousness fall short of theirs with regard to the ordinances of God. If thy labour or bodily strength will not allow of thy fasting twice in the week, however, deal faithfully with thy own soul, and fast as often as thy strength will permit. Omit no public, no private opportunity of pouring out thy soul in prayer. Neglect no occasion of eating that bread and drinking that cup which is the communion of the body and blood of Christ. Be diligent in searching the Scriptures: read as thou mayst, and meditate therein day and night. Rejoice to embrace every opportunity of hearing "the word of reconciliation" declared by the "ambassadors of Christ," the "stewards of the mysteries of God." In using all the means of grace, in a constant and careful attendance on every ordinance of God, live up to (at least till thou canst go beyond) "the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees." 

Thirdly. Fall not short of a Pharisee in doing good. Give alms of all thou dost possess. Is any hungry? Feed him. Is he athirst? Give him drink. Naked? Cover him with a garment. If thou hast this world's goods, do not limit thy beneficence to a scanty proportion. Be merciful to the uttermost of thy power. Why not, even as this Pharisee? Now "make thyself friends," while the time is, "of the mammon of unrighteousness," that when thou failest," when this earthly tabernacle is dissolved, "they may receive thee into everlasting habitations." 

13. But rest not here. Let thy "righteousness exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees." Be not thou content to "keep the whole law, and offend in one point." Hold thou fast all His commandments, and all "false ways do thou utterly abhor." Do all the things whatsoever He hath commanded, and that with all thy might. Thou canst do all things through Christ strengthening thee; though without Him thou canst do nothing. 

Above all, let thy righteousness exceed theirs in the purity and spirituality of it. What is the exactest form of religion to thee? The most perfect outside righteousness? Go thou higher and deeper than all this! Let thy religion be the religion of the heart. Be thou poor in spirit; little, and base, and mean, and vile in thy own eyes; amazed and humbled to the dust at the "love of God which is in Christ Jesus thy Lord! Be serious: Let the whole stream of thy thoughts, words, and works, be such as flows from the deepest conviction that thou standest on the edge of the great gulf, thou and all the children of men, just ready to drop in, either into everlasting glory, or everlasting burnings! Be meek: Let thy soul be filled with mildness, gentleness, patience, long-suffering toward all men; at the same time that all which is in thee is athirst for God, the living God, longing to awake up after his likeness, and to be satisfied with it. Be thou a lover of God, and of all mankind. In this spirit, do and suffer all things. Thus "exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees," and thou shalt be "called great in the kingdom of heaven." [image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]



