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1. Frederick Douglass,  5 July 1852          
Meeting sponsored by Rochester Ladies' Anti-Slavery Society, Rochester, N.Y. The Fourth of July: used by Douglass to remind audience of liberty's unfinished business. 


What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? (REFLECT) I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice & cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers & hymns, your sermons & thanksgivings, with all your religious parade, & solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, & hypocrisy — a thin veil to cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices, more shocking & bloody, than are the people of these United States, at this very hour.


 Go where you may, search where you will, roam through all the monarchies and despotisms of the old world, travel through South America, search out every abuse, and when you have found the last, lay your facts by the side of the everyday practices of this nation, and you will say with me, that, for revolting barbarity and shameless hypocrisy, America reigns without a rival...

 
You are all on fire at the mention of liberty for France or for Ireland; but are as cold as an iceberg at the thought of liberty for the enslaved of America... You can bare your bosom to the storm of British artillery to throw off a threepenny tax on tea; and yet wring the last hard-earned farthing from the grasp of the black laborers of your country. You profess to believe "that, of one blood, God made all nations of men to dwell on the face of all the earth," & hath commanded all men, everywhere to love one another; yet you notoriously hate, (& glory in your hatred), all men whose skins are not colored like your own. You declare, before the world, & are understood by the world to declare, that you "hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal; & are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; and that, among these are, life, liberty, & the pursuit of happiness;" & yet, you hold securely, in a bondage which, according to your own Thomas Jefferson, "is worse than ages of that which your fathers rose in rebellion to oppose," a seventh part of the inhabitants of your country...  Fellow-citizens! I will not enlarge further on your national inconsistencies. The existence of slavery in this country brands your republicanism as a sham, your humanity as a base pretence, and your Christianity as a lie..."
2. 2 Definitions: Message:: a communication containing some information, Medium: “an intervening agency, means, or instrument by which a message is conveyed.”

a. Frederick Douglass:

1. Message: “All men are created equal; & are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; & among these are, life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
2. Medium: The Nation’s system of Justice: Laws

b. Imagine Attending Beethoven’s 9th Symphony

1.  Message: 9th Symphony: Ode to Joy “Joyful, Joyful We Adore

2.  Medium: Symphony Orchestra & Chorus? Or Toy Piano
c. Consistent? NO! “Medium” often is (was) the true “Message”
d.  Otherwise, “Inconsistencies, sham, base pretense, lie.” = Hypocrisy
3. The Medium is the Message: Marshall McLuhan
a. Most Publicized English Teacher / Media Theorist of 20th Century

b. Far less known: A devout Roman Catholic and Pro-life.
c.  “In Jesus Christ, there is no distance or separation between the medium & the message. It’s the one case where we can say that the medium & the message are fully one & the same.”
4. Pre-anesthesia: “Lord, Teach me about J.T.B.”

I have a history w/ J.T.B.

Luke 1:76-77  76 "And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; For you will go on before the Lord to prepare his ways;  77 To give to His people the knowledge of salvation By the forgiveness of their sins,
Maybe just 4 J.T.B…” Sunday night: John Stembridge (Furniture N. Miami): Lord, send us more John the Baptists.” >>> “YES Lord!”

1. Now, Post Surg. / Anesthesia @ 2 AM: “The Medium is the Message.”
a.  College Days!

b. “John the Baptist” BUT: “How Connect?”  His Life = His Message!!
i. Spurgeon: “Everything connected with John the Baptist was in harmony with his message. He was the preacher of repentance, so the place where he preached was most suitable—it was in the wilderness where there was nothing to distract his hearers’ attention, as there would have been in crowded cities. His dress was striking & everything about him, even down to the food that he ate, went to show that he was the rough pioneer preacher preparing the way for his Master.
ii. Kent Hughes: John the Baptist embodied his message. In this sense he was the message! Others could have said the same things, but to no avail. The fact that his words saturated his being and dominated his life—the fact that they were true in him—gave him immense power. The same is true of us. Nothing will make our words penetrate more than that which is true in us and comes from the heart in total sincerity. If we want to have more effect, we must humbly ask God to make our lives demonstrations of the truth of our message.
iii.  Bengel: “Even the food and dress of John preached!”

iv. Phillips Brooks: “The truth must come through the person, not merely over his lips. . . It must come through his character, his affections, his whole intellectual & moral being. It must come genuinely through him.
c. Jesus even said of J.T.B. Math. 11:11 "Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist!” (until that time)
5. How Medium (JTB) came S0 close 2 Message (WOG)
a. Lk.3:2 “The word of God came to John, in the wilderness.” KEY
1. PLACE: Wilderness: Alone with God, Distraction-Free, Simple
2. Continual, Surrendered Openness: Wesley; “…Would it not be advisable… To read the Scripture with a single eye to know the whole will of God, and a fixed resolution to do it? ”W.O.G.  Information > Transformation
3.  The Word of God… MUST… Regularly… 
a. Come to You…  In Your Wilderness.
b. And TRANSFORM You to KNOW & BECOME & SPEAK the MESSAGE!
b.  Mk. 6:17-18: “Herod sent & had John arrested & bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, because he had married her. For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife."
·  FAITHFULNESS! “Loving God more than his own life.”

·  But… WHEN to Compromise & When to say “~ Compromise”

     “A catholic spirit is not speculative relativism.* It is not an indifference to all opinions: this is the spawn of hell, not the offspring of heaven. This unsettledness of thought, this being "driven to & fro, & tossed about with every wind of doctrine," is a great curse, not a blessing, an irreconcilable enemy, not a friend, to true catholicism. A man of a truly catholic spirit does not need to seek his religion. He is as fixed as the sun in his judgment concerning the main branches of Christian doctrine. It is true, he is always ready to hear & weigh anything that can be offered against his principles, but as this does not show any wavering in his own mind so neither does it occasion any. 

    He does not limp between 2 opinions, nor vainly try to blend them into one. Observe this, U who know not what spirit U are of, who call yourselves men of a catholic spirit only because U are of a muddy understanding, because UR mind is all in a fog, because U have no settled, consistent principles, but are for jumbling all opinions together. Be convinced, that U have quite missed your way; U know not where U are. U think U have received the very spirit of Christ, when, in truth, U are nearer the spirit of Antichrist. Go, 1st, & learn the 1st elements of the gospel of Christ & then shall U learn to be of a truly catholic spirit. 

· In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.
· The U. Meth. Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association of New Jersey refused to rent its boardwalk pavilion to a lesbian couple for their civil union ceremony. The couple filed a complaint & the state revoked the organization's tax exemption for the pavilion area. The association estimates: loss of $20,000. Faithful!
· A same-sex couple in New Mexico asked a photographer to shoot their commitment ceremony. The photographer declined on grounds of religious conviction. The couple sued and the court ruled against the photographer and ordered her to pay the couple's legal fees of $6,600. Faithful!
· Catholic Charities in Massachusetts refused to comply with state law mandating placement of children with same-sex couples, choosing instead to shut down its adoption ministry in 2006. Faithful!
· When not to Compromise: In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity… = Marriage = 1 Man & 1 Woman = An Essential!
c. Math 3:11 “I baptize you w/ water 4 repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, & I am not fit to remove His sandals.”
1.  He who is coming after me is mightier than I (I ~ ctr. Univ.)
a. "He must increase, but I must decrease.” > HUMILITY
i. = Being so in love w/ Jesus & others that I forget about myself.”
ii. =John’s identity ~ in his Ministry or Praise of others

2. I am not fit to remove His sandals

a. A Rabbi's disciple was expected to act virtually as his master's slave, but to remove his scandals goes  was too low a task even for a disciple;(Ketuboth 96a).

b. = ANY service to Christ is the GREATEST Privilege

c. My story… Complaining about some responsibility… BUT: 

i. If done unto the Lord…

ii. “I am not worth to remove His scandals! So, “THANK YOU!”
d. ”Behold the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world.”
1. The Medium must declare the Actual Message or Inconsistent
2. The symphony that practices 10 hrs. /day… & never performs?

Thee I shall constantly proclaim, Though earth and hell oppose;
Bold to confess Thy glorious Name Before a world of foes.

His only righteousness I show, His saving grace proclaim;
'Tis all my business here below To cry 'Behold the Lamb!'



6. When the Medium and Message are One

A. 1972: Young Egyptian businessman, Farahat lost an $11,000 watch.

B. Stunned: Garbage man in filthy rags found it and returned it to him.

C. Farahat: Why not keep the watch? 

D. "My Christ told me to be honest until death." 

E. Farahat > reporter: "I didn't know X at the time, but I told the garbage man that I saw X in him. I told him, 'Because of what U have done & your great example, I will worship the X U are worshiping.'"

F. Farahat studied Bible and grew in his faith. 

G. 2 years: visits garbage man's village > 15 - 30,000 in poverty & squalor. 

H. No electricity/ running water. Alcohol, drugs, and gambling were pervasive.

I. Adults, children sift thru garbage, looking for something trade for food.

1. X: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

2. Paul: "We have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things." 

M.  Soon Farahat/ wife ministering to people's spiritual & material needs. 

N. Preach gospel through Egypt; thousands > Christ. 

O. 1978, Farahat ordained by Coptic Orthodox Church = Father Sama'an.

P.  Now, 10,000 believers meet in large cave outside the garbage village. 

Q. = largest church of believers in the Middle East. 

R.  How? Thru the H.S. in a poor garbage man, the medium & message > 1
7. Let us Pray:

Phillips Brooks “The truth must come thru the person, not merely over his lips. . . It must come through his character, his affections, his whole intellectual & moral being. It must come genuinely through him. SO:
A. Is: “The Word of God Coming to YOU, in a Wilderness Place?
B. Are U growing to Love God more than own life > Faithful
· So that ~ Compromise w/ Essent. Take up UR Cross & ~ put it down?

C. “Is He increasing & are you decreasing” > Humility
= Are you growing so in love w/ Jesus & others that you are forgetting about yourself?
D. Will you acknowledge that you are not worthy to remove His scandals >> “Whatever I can do for You > GRATEFUL!”
E. Will you, as God's instrument, both BE & SPEAK the message: 
F.  Father, make us like JTB… & especially 2 B like Jesus, 

“In Whom there is no distance or separation between the medium & the message. Transform our lives into the Gospel!!!

7. Hymn: 

· 8:30 “Change My Heart O God’ 
· 11:00 “O to be like Thee” P___
Notes: Used & Unused

My Post-surgery night! Marshall McLuhan…  “The Medium is the Message”
1.  ???????

2.  Mistook Marshall McLuhan for Malcolm Muggeridge!

3.  Thought Ma led to X by Mother Theresa!

4.  Goggled @ 4AM nothing… then came across Mal.’s name in a Mar. article… spoke of Mal > Xn, and using his statement to relate to Christ! Then…

1. The meaning of the statement

2. How Jesus’ incarnation is for us

3. How John the Baptist’s appearance was for him; including his behavior at Baptism.

4. How a truly repentant, fruitful life is for us
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The medium and the message: Eyes and ears understand differently, Carnegie Mellon scientists report in the journal Human Brain Mapping

PITTSBURGH- A new study by Carnegie Mellon University scientists shows that because of the way the brain works, we understand spoken and written language differently, something that has potential implications in the workplace and in education, among many other areas.

In the first imaging study that directly compares reading and listening activity in the human brain, Carnegie Mellon scientists discovered that the same information produces systematically different brain activation. And knowing what parts of the brain fire during reading or listening comprehension affects the answer to one of the classic questions about language comprehension: whether the means of delivery through eyes or ears makes a difference. "The brain constructs the message, and it does so differently for reading and listening. The pragmatic implication is that the medium is part of the message. Listening to an audio book leaves a different set of memories than reading does. A newscast heard on the radio is processed differently from the same words read in a newspaper," said Carnegie Mellon Psychology Professor Marcel Just, co-author of the report that appears in this month's issue of the journal Human Brain Mapping. 

Just said that the most recent methods of functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) were applied to measure brain activity during these high-level conceptual processes. Rather than examining the processing of single digits or words, his group is applying brain imaging to societal, workplace, and instructional issues. "We can now see how cell-phone use can affect driving, how reading differs from listening, and how visual thinking is integrated with verbal thinking," Just said.

Using the non-invasive fMRI, scientists were able to measure the amount of activity in each of 20,000 peppercorn-sized regions of the brain every three seconds and create visual maps of how the mental work of thinking was allocated throughout the brain from moment to moment. To the scientists' surprise, there were two big differences in the brain activity patterns while participants were reading or listening to identical sentences, even at the conceptual level of understanding the meaning of a sentence. First, during reading, the right hemisphere was not as active as anticipated, which opens the possibility that there were qualitative differences in the nature of the comprehension we experience in reading versus listening. 

Second, while listening was taking place, there was more activation in the left-hemisphere brain region called the pars triangularis (the triangular section), a part of Broca's area that usually activates when there is language processing to be done or there is a requirement to maintain some verbal information in an active state (sometimes called verbal working memory). The greater amount of activation in Broca's area suggests that there is more semantic processing and working memory storage in listening comprehension than in reading.

Because spoken language is so temporary, each sound hanging in the air for a fraction of a second, the brain is forced to immediately process or store the various parts of a spoken sentence in order to be able to mentally glue them back together in a conceptual frame that makes sense. "By contrast," Just said, "written language provides an "external memory" where information can be re-read if necessary. But to re-play spoken language, you need a mental play-back loop, (called the articulatory-phonological loop) conveniently provided in part by Broca's area."

The study doesn't attempt to suggest that one means of delivering information is better than another, Just said. "Is comprehension better in listening or in reading? It depends on the person, the content of the text, and the purpose of the comprehension. In terms of persons, some people are more skilled at one form of comprehension and typically exercise a preference for their more skilled form where possible. It may be that because of their experience and biology they are better and more comfortable in listening or reading," he explained.

### Just carries out his research on the human brain through the Center for Cognitive Brain Imaging at Carnegie Mellon (www.ccbi.cmu.edu). The language comprehension project is funded by the National Institutes of Health. 

"The medium is the message" is a phrase coined by Marshall McLuhan meaning that the form of a medium imbeds itself in the message, creating a symbiotic (mutually beneficial) relationship by which the medium influences how the message is perceived, creating subtle change over time. The phrase was introduced in his most widely known book, Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man, published in 1964.[1]
 "Even the food and dress of John preached" (Bengal).
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Everything connected with John the Baptist was in harmony with his message. He was the preacher of repentance, so the place where he preached was most suitable—it was in the wilderness where there was nothing to distract his hearers’ attention, as there would have been in crowded cities. His dress was striking and everything about him, even down to the food that he ate, went to show that he was the rough pioneer preacher preparing the way for his Master.
The other side of Marshall McLuhan   Tony Gosgnach   Assistant Editor 

He is well known as one of the great media theorists of all time. Far less known, however, is the fact that he was also a devout Catholic and pro-life. 

One of his most famous sayings was, “The medium is the message.” But almost unknown is the fact that he also said, “In Jesus Christ, there is no distance or separation between the medium and the message. It’s the one case where we can say that the medium and the message are fully one and the same.”

We’re speaking of Marshall McLuhan, of course. To address a state of affairs in which McLuhan’s Catholicism – and its influence on his work – has remained generally obscured, Toronto director Deiren Masterson, in co-operation with Salt and Light Television, has released a 42-minute video, McLuhan Way: In Search of Truth, through his production company, Master Works. It takes a close look at McLuhan the man and the Catholic through archival video and audio footage, an examination of some of his statements and interviews with a number of people close to him.

McLuhan was born in 1911 in Edmonton. While studying at the University of Cambridge in England, he took the first steps toward a conversion to Roman Catholicism, which was motivated by his readings of the works of G. K. Chesterton. He entered the Catholic church in March 1937 and for the rest of his career, taught in Roman Catholic institutions of higher education.

In 1939, McLuhan married teacher and aspiring actress Corinne Lewis of Fort Worth, Tx. (also a convert to Catholicism) and the couple had six children: Eric, twins Mary and Teresa, Stephanie, Elizabeth and Michael. In September 1979, McLuhan suffered a stroke that severely affected his ability to speak. He died in his sleep on the last day of 1980.

Wikipedia notes that McLuhan became perhaps the most publicized English teacher of the 20th century and arguably the most controversial. His work continues to be viewed as one of the cornerstones of the study of media ecology. Along with “the medium is the message,” another term he made famous was the “global village” – his way of describing the process by which humankind, because of new media, was moving from individualism and fragmentation to a collective identity, with a “tribal base.”

In the McLuhan Way documentary, we learn that his quest for knowledge was inspired by the words of Christ as ultimately engraved on McLuhan’s headstone: “The truth shall make you free.” According to biographer Philip Marchand, faith was the number one priority in McLuhan’s life, despite the private nature of it. “His faith … provided the foundations for his work,” he says.

The reason John was such an effective witness is that he embodied his message! In the 1877 Yale Lectures on Preaching, Phillips Brooks gave this foundational definition of preaching:

Truth through personality is our description of real preaching. The truth must come through the person, not merely over his lips . . . It must come through his character, his affections, his whole intellectual and moral being. It must come genuinely through him.4

John the Baptist embodied his message. In this sense he was the message! Others could have said the same things, but to no avail. The fact that his words saturated his being and dominated his life—the fact that they were true in him—gave him immense power.

The same is true of us. Nothing will make our words penetrate more than that which is true in us and comes from the heart in total sincerity. If we want to have more effect, we must humbly ask God to make our lives demonstrations of the truth of our message. Kent Hughes

•
The United Methodist Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association of New Jersey refused to rent its boardwalk pavilion to a lesbian couple for their civil union ceremony. The couple filed a complaint and the state revoked the organization's tax exemption for the pavilion area. The association estimates it will lose $20,000.

•
A same-sex couple in New Mexico asked a photographer to shoot their commitment ceremony. The photographer declined on grounds of religious conviction. The couple sued and the court ruled against the photographer and ordered her to pay the couple's legal fees of $6,600.

•
Catholic Charities in Massachusetts refused to comply with state law mandating placement of children with same-sex couples, choosing instead to shut down its adoption ministry in 2006. 

I would like to have been in Hampton Court the day Hugh Latimer preached to Henry VIII in such a way that it offended him. I would like to have been there the following Sunday when he was commanded by King Henry to preach again and make an apology. Hugh addressed himself as he began to preach:

Hugh Latimer, dost thou know before whom thou art this day to speak? To the high and mighty monarch, the king’s most excellent majesty, who can take away thy life if thou offendest; therefore, take heed that thou speakest not a word that may displease; but then consider well, Hugh, dost thou not know from whence thou comest; upon whose message thou art sent? Even by the great and mighty God! who is all-present, and who beholdest all thy ways, and who is able to cast thy soul into hell! Therefore, take care that thou deliverest thy message faithfully.1

He then gave King Henry the same sermon he had preached the week before—only with more energy!

I would like to have been at Worms on April 18, 1521, when Martin Luther stood against his world, contra mundum. There before him were arrayed the princes and theologians of the Church, and along with them, Charles, heir of a long line of sovereigns—of Maximillian, of Ferdinand the Catholic, of Isabelle—the orthodox-scion of the Hapsburgs, Lord of Burgundy, Austria, Naples, Spain, the Low Countries, Holy Roman Emperor! To the questioning of Johann Eck, Archbishop of Trier and his antagonist, Luther answered:

“I do not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other—my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. God help me. Amen. Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise.”2

6. 11 "As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, & I am not fit to remove His sandals;

a. A Rabbi's disciple was expected to act virtually as his master's slave, but to remove his scandals goes  was too low a task even for a disciple;(Ketuboth 96a).

b. Jn. 3:30 "He must increase, but I must decrease.”
c. 1:262 John answered them saying, "I baptize in water, but among you stands One whom you do not know. 27 "It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie."
d. 13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him.14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him.
e.  = ANY service to Christ is the GREATEST Privilege

7.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit & fire. 12 "His winnowing fork is in His hand, & He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; & He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff w/ unquenchable fire.

·  Acts 1:8: Power to witness (martyr) Live & Speak

· II Cor. 3:17-18 Spirit > freedom > Image

· Acts 15:8-9: Cleanses the heart by faith

·  Rom. 8:1-2 Free from condemnation, for, Spirit > power > image

· He breaks the power of canceled sin, He sets the prisoner free

a. He said that the one who was to come would baptize them with the Holy Spirit and with fire. All through history the Jews had looked for the time when the Spirit would come. Ezekiel heard God say, "A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you....And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statues, and be careful to observe my ordinances"(#Ezek 36:26,27  ). "And I will put my Spirit within you and you shall live" (#Ezek 37:14 ). "And I will not hide my face any more from them; when I pour out my Spirit upon the house of Israel, says the Lord God" (#Ezek 39:29 ). "For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring" (#Isai 44:3 ). "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh" (#Joel 2:28 ).
b. The fan was the great wooden winnowing shovel. With it the grain was lifted from the threshing floor and tossed into the air. When that was done the heavy grain fell to the ground, but the light chaff was blown away by the wind. The grain was then collected and stored in the barns, while any chaff which remained was used as fuel for the fire. The coming of Christ necessarily involves a separation. Men either accept him or reject him. When they are confronted with him, they are confronted with a choice which cannot be avoided. They are either for or against. And it is precisely that choice which settled destiny. Men are separated by their reaction to Jesus Christ.
c. I believe it to be a grave mistake to present Christianity as something charming and popular with no offence in it. We cannot blink the fact that gentle Jesus meek and mild was so stiff in His opinions and so inflammatory in His language that He was thrown out of church, stoned, hunted from place to place, and finally gibbeted as a firebrand & a public danger. Whatever His peace was, it was not the peace of an amiable indifference. Dorothy L. Sayers

· Thank God, John’s prophetic heart was not controlled by a desire for popularity. He was free from the fear of offending others. Such directness is not in vogue today. Rather, many of God’s people seldom mention sin, refrain from anything even remotely condemning, and speak obliquely. The approved method today is to flatter unconverted people, to preach on sins that are not characteristically theirs. But God’s Word points us to a different path: “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets” (Luke 6:26). “Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10). To be charitable when Christ is not, to be silent when Christ speaks, is “positive treachery to men’s souls.”7
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The medium and the message: Eyes and ears understand differently, Carnegie Mellon scientists report in the journal Human Brain Mapping

PITTSBURGH- A new study by Carnegie Mellon University scientists shows that because of the way the brain works, we understand spoken and written language differently, something that has potential implications in the workplace and in education, among many other areas.

In the first imaging study that directly compares reading and listening activity in the human brain, Carnegie Mellon scientists discovered that the same information produces systematically different brain activation. And knowing what parts of the brain fire during reading or listening comprehension affects the answer to one of the classic questions about language comprehension: whether the means of delivery through eyes or ears makes a difference. "The brain constructs the message, and it does so differently for reading and listening. The pragmatic implication is that the medium is part of the message. Listening to an audio book leaves a different set of memories than reading does. A newscast heard on the radio is processed differently from the same words read in a newspaper," said Carnegie Mellon Psychology Professor Marcel Just, co-author of the report that appears in this month's issue of the journal Human Brain Mapping. 

Just said that the most recent methods of functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) were applied to measure brain activity during these high-level conceptual processes. Rather than examining the processing of single digits or words, his group is applying brain imaging to societal, workplace, and instructional issues. "We can now see how cell-phone use can affect driving, how reading differs from listening, and how visual thinking is integrated with verbal thinking," Just said.

Using the non-invasive fMRI, scientists were able to measure the amount of activity in each of 20,000 peppercorn-sized regions of the brain every three seconds and create visual maps of how the mental work of thinking was allocated throughout the brain from moment to moment. To the scientists' surprise, there were two big differences in the brain activity patterns while participants were reading or listening to identical sentences, even at the conceptual level of understanding the meaning of a sentence. First, during reading, the right hemisphere was not as active as anticipated, which opens the possibility that there were qualitative differences in the nature of the comprehension we experience in reading versus listening. 

Second, while listening was taking place, there was more activation in the left-hemisphere brain region called the pars triangularis (the triangular section), a part of Broca's area that usually activates when there is language processing to be done or there is a requirement to maintain some verbal information in an active state (sometimes called verbal working memory). The greater amount of activation in Broca's area suggests that there is more semantic processing and working memory storage in listening comprehension than in reading.

Because spoken language is so temporary, each sound hanging in the air for a fraction of a second, the brain is forced to immediately process or store the various parts of a spoken sentence in order to be able to mentally glue them back together in a conceptual frame that makes sense. "By contrast," Just said, "written language provides an "external memory" where information can be re-read if necessary. But to re-play spoken language, you need a mental play-back loop, (called the articulatory-phonological loop) conveniently provided in part by Broca's area."

The study doesn't attempt to suggest that one means of delivering information is better than another, Just said. "Is comprehension better in listening or in reading? It depends on the person, the content of the text, and the purpose of the comprehension. In terms of persons, some people are more skilled at one form of comprehension and typically exercise a preference for their more skilled form where possible. It may be that because of their experience and biology they are better and more comfortable in listening or reading," he explained.

### Just carries out his research on the human brain through the Center for Cognitive Brain Imaging at Carnegie Mellon (www.ccbi.cmu.edu). The language comprehension project is funded by the National Institutes of Health. 

"The medium is the message" is a phrase coined by Marshall McLuhan meaning that the form of a medium imbeds itself in the message, creating a symbiotic (mutually beneficial) relationship by which the medium influences how the message is perceived, creating subtle change over time. The phrase was introduced in his most widely known book, Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man, published in 1964.[1]
 "Even the food and dress of John preached" (Bengal).
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Everything connected with John the Baptist was in harmony with his message. He was the preacher of repentance, so the place where he preached was most suitable—it was in the wilderness where there was nothing to distract his hearers’ attention, as there would have been in crowded cities. His dress was striking and everything about him, even down to the food that he ate, went to show that he was the rough pioneer preacher preparing the way for his Master.
The other side of Marshall McLuhan   Tony Gosgnach   Assistant Editor 

He is well known as one of the great media theorists of all time. Far less known, however, is the fact that he was also a devout Catholic and pro-life. 

One of his most famous sayings was, “The medium is the message.” But almost unknown is the fact that he also said, “In Jesus Christ, there is no distance or separation between the medium and the message. It’s the one case where we can say that the medium and the message are fully one and the same.”

We’re speaking of Marshall McLuhan, of course. To address a state of affairs in which McLuhan’s Catholicism – and its influence on his work – has remained generally obscured, Toronto director Deiren Masterson, in co-operation with Salt and Light Television, has released a 42-minute video, McLuhan Way: In Search of Truth, through his production company, Master Works. It takes a close look at McLuhan the man and the Catholic through archival video and audio footage, an examination of some of his statements and interviews with a number of people close to him.

McLuhan was born in 1911 in Edmonton. While studying at the University of Cambridge in England, he took the first steps toward a conversion to Roman Catholicism, which was motivated by his readings of the works of G. K. Chesterton. He entered the Catholic church in March 1937 and for the rest of his career, taught in Roman Catholic institutions of higher education.

In 1939, McLuhan married teacher and aspiring actress Corinne Lewis of Fort Worth, Tx. (also a convert to Catholicism) and the couple had six children: Eric, twins Mary and Teresa, Stephanie, Elizabeth and Michael. In September 1979, McLuhan suffered a stroke that severely affected his ability to speak. He died in his sleep on the last day of 1980.

Wikipedia notes that McLuhan became perhaps the most publicized English teacher of the 20th century and arguably the most controversial. His work continues to be viewed as one of the cornerstones of the study of media ecology. Along with “the medium is the message,” another term he made famous was the “global village” – his way of describing the process by which humankind, because of new media, was moving from individualism and fragmentation to a collective identity, with a “tribal base.”

In the McLuhan Way documentary, we learn that his quest for knowledge was inspired by the words of Christ as ultimately engraved on McLuhan’s headstone: “The truth shall make you free.” According to biographer Philip Marchand, faith was the number one priority in McLuhan’s life, despite the private nature of it. “His faith … provided the foundations for his work,” he says.

The reason John was such an effective witness is that he embodied his message! In the 1877 Yale Lectures on Preaching, Phillips Brooks gave this foundational definition of preaching:

Truth through personality is our description of real preaching. The truth must come through the person, not merely over his lips . . . It must come through his character, his affections, his whole intellectual and moral being. It must come genuinely through him.4

John the Baptist embodied his message. In this sense he was the message! Others could have said the same things, but to no avail. The fact that his words saturated his being and dominated his life—the fact that they were true in him—gave him immense power.

The same is true of us. Nothing will make our words penetrate more than that which is true in us and comes from the heart in total sincerity. If we want to have more effect, we must humbly ask God to make our lives demonstrations of the truth of our message. Kent Hughes

In 1972, a young Egyptian businessman named Farahat lost an $11,000 watch. He was stunned when a garbage man dressed in filthy rags found it and returned it to him. Farahat asked him why he didn't just keep the watch. The garbage man said, "My Christ told me to be honest until death." Farahat later told a reporter: "I didn't know Christ at the time, but I told [the garbage man] that I saw Christ in him. I told [him], 'Because of what you have done and your great example, I will worship the Christ you are worshiping.'"
Farahat studied the Bible and grew in his faith. Two years later he visited the garbage man's village outside Cairo, where between 15,000 and 30,000 people were living in poverty and squalor. There was no electricity or running water. Alcohol, drugs, and gambling were pervasive. Men, women, and children sifted through huge mountains of garbage, looking for something of value that could be sold for cash or traded for food. Farahat found himself reflecting on the words of Jesus: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." He also remembered the words of the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 4:13: "We have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things." It was soon thereafter that Farahat and his wife began ministering to people's spiritual and material needs. They preached the gospel throughout Egypt, and thousands of people turned to Christ. 

In 1978, Farahat was ordained by the Coptic Orthodox Church and became known as Father Sama'an. Now, about 10,000 believers meet in a large cave outside the garbage village. It is the largest church of believers in the Middle East. In May of 2005, a day of prayer was held for Muslims to turn to Christ. More than 20,000 Arab Christians gathered. The event was also broadcast on a Christian satellite TV network, where millions were watching. All this, because one garbage man chose to humbly return a watch that would have made him the richest man in town.

66
The Structure of Matthew's Gospel

In stark contrast to his attitude toward the Pharisees and Sadducees, John hesitates to baptize Jesus not because of Jesus' hypocrisy or stubbornness, but because John himself needs to be baptized by Jesus. Jesus has no need of confession of sin or of a baptism of repentance. Thus, John baptizes Jesus only after the latter declares that such is necessary to 'fulfill all righteousness' (3.15). The notion of obedience is once again taken up immediately after the baptism in the story of the temptation of Jesus (4.1-11).

Here, then, at the beginning of the Gospel (1.1-4.16) the lines are clearly drawn and the configuration of the contrast between Jesus and his adversaries is established. The opposing characteristics set forth here, such as righteousness and obedience in the case of Jesus, and disobedience and hypocrisy in the case of the opponents, are carried out and expanded throughout the remainder of the Gospel. We now turn to Matthew's presentation of this contrast in 4.17​28.20.

· Leadership is influence… While John built no buildings, wrote no books, had no family… he Influenced! (Rungs 4 & 5)

13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."
 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
 19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,
 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Baptism of the Holy Spirit; Gregory Koukl

The word baptism is not a translation, it is a transliteration, which means that they take the Greek word, twist it a little bit and make it into an English word instead of translating it.

What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit? Let me give you a word picture that will help out. This is something that most people don't think of, and I think they get a little confused about it because they don't realize this. The word baptism is not a translation, it is a transliteration, which means that they take the Greek word, twist it a little bit and make it into an English word instead of translating it. The word adelphos means "brother." When it is translated into English you get the word brother. If it was transliterated it would say adelpho, or something like that, and you'd have to figure out it meant brother. 

Baptize is the same way. The Greek word is baptizo and it's just simply adjusted for the English language. So you don't know what it means. You have to learn it's meaning somewhere else. The word baptizo is one that was used in the dye and garment industry. When they took a white shirt and dunked it into red dye, for example, the white shirt was now red, soaked with the red stuff, such that the white shirt had the property of being red, the stuff that it was just soaked in. It was characterized by that stuff. The action of plunging in and bringing out was called baptizo . 

When we are baptized, there is the picture of us being dipped--in water in this case, so you see that similarity there. But when it uses the phrase "baptism of the Holy Spirit," it is not capturing just the notion of going under and coming up, it is capturing the notion of the soaking up the dye. So when we are baptized in the Holy Spirit, we are immersed in the Spirit and the Spirit is immersed in us. We get soaked with the Spirit such that we are changed, like the shirt is changed in color when it is dipped in the dye. When Paul says that we are all baptized into one Spirit, we are all made to drink of the same Spirit, he is capturing this picture in 1 Corinthians 12, I believe. He is capturing this picture of us being dunked into the Holy Spirit and soaking up the Holy Spirit. That's the picture of baptism of the Spirit. 

So the baptism of the Spirit is when the believer gets the Spirit. It becomes a part of him and fully identified with Him so much so that you don't even distinguish the red dye from the shirt anymore. The shirt is red because it is soaked with the red dye, and we are Christians because we are soaked with the Spirit. At that time of being baptized, the Bible uses different terminology to describe what is going on. It says in Ephesians 1 and 4 that we are sealed with the Holy Spirit, we have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, we have drunk of the Spirit. Lots of different language to identify the same thing. 

So what the baptism of the Holy Spirit is and this is a very important distinction, it is not the manifestation of any particular gift. It is the reception of the Spirit which becomes part of us at the time of salvation. That's my belief. 

Now many people use the phrase "baptism of the Spirit" as synonymous with receiving the gift of tongues. They make a distinction with being baptized in the Holy Spirit from baptized with the Holy Spirit--as one is receiving the Holy Spirit and one is getting the gift of tongues. I think the terminology is confused and causes problems. I don't think it is accurate. Baptism with, in, of, whatever the Holy Spirit is receiving the Holy Spirit, then there is a manifestation of the Spirit in the Christian's life of certain gifts. One of those gifts might be the gift of tongues, and we see strong manifestations of those gifts around Pentecost, although we also see manifestations of the gift of prophecy and powerful witnessing and other miraculous happenings that the Scripture identifies as being a result, not of the baptism, but of the filling of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus! the Name high over all, In hell or earth or sky;
Angels and men before it fall, And devils fear and fly.

Jesus! the Name to sinners dear,
The Name to sinners giv'n;
It scatters all their guilty fear,
It turns their hell to Heav'n.

Jesus! the prisoner's fetters breaks,
And bruises Satan's head;
Power into strengthless souls it speaks,
And life into the dead.

O that mankind might taste and see
The riches of His grace!
The arms of love that compass me
Would all the world embrace. 

O that my Jesu's heavenly charms
Might every bosom move!
Fly, sinners, fly into those arms
Of everlasting love.

Thee I shall constantly proclaim,
Though earth and hell oppose;
Bold to confess Thy glorious Name
Before a world of foes.

His only righteousness I show,
His saving grace proclaim;
'Tis all my business here below
To cry 'Behold the Lamb!'

Happy, if with my latest breath
I may but gasp His Name,
Preach Him to all and cry in death,
'Behold, behold the Lamb!'
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