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1. Xs’ Baptism: ^ than S.S. Story! Head> Heart
  Mat. 3:13 “Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, & do You come to me?" 15 But Jesus answered him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him." 16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; & behold, the heavens were opened, & he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove &  lighting on Him, 17 & behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”
2. The Shack… Why the Trinity Eats

a.  Explain Plot: Mack > Shack & Trinity >

b.  Shocks Mack   ///  Major Theme: “Limits Self”
c.  Much life revolves around Kitchen/ Eating

When Mack entered the cabin he saw that Jesus & Sarayu were already there & seated around the table. Papa was busy as usual bringing platters of wonderful-smelling dishes, again only a few that Mack recognized, & even those he had to look at twice to make sure they were some​thing he was familiar with… He pulled up the fourth chair & sat down.

     
    "You don't really have to eat, do you?" he asked, as he began to ladle 

    something into his bowl that resembled a thin seafood soup, with squid and 

    fish and other more ambiguous delicacies.

     
    "We don't have to do anything:' Papa stated rather strongly.

             "Then why do you eat?" Mack inquired.

"To Be w/ You, honey. U need 2 eat, so what better excuse 2 B together"

3. Jesus Typically Does the Untypical… 4 Us!

Mat. 3:13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him.."
4. Imagine… A Presidential Inauguration

a.  No Parade… No Inaugural Balls… WHAT????

b.  Instead, New President & V.P. > JAIL!

c.  > Worship Service w/ Criminals AND

d.  Altar Call: Repentance: They’re 1st @ altar… surrounded by prisoners!

5. Now… JTB Baptizing sinners 4 Repentance

a.  Here comes Sinless God-Messiah 4: Inauguration
b.  Chooses, not the Temple/ Jerusalem 

c.  But: A River-Man dressed in Camel Hair > “Turn”

d.  Here comes Jesus: Shore > Edge > Water
e.  John is SURE he knows why Jesus here: BAPTIZE!

6. Fld. Mart. & Wal-Mart / Retell & Correct
a.  Young man from Interlachen… Stole / Sign
b.  I saw… and went out to him… 1 minute & left.
c.  Before: “Jesus would have stayed & walked w/him.”
d.  Correction: Stayed, walked w/him & Carried his Sign!”
7. X: Shore > Edge > Water: “U will baptize me.”
a. Conception & Birth… His Ministry: “Friend of Sinners” 
b. His Death: Criminal’s Death… Between two criminals

c. Resurrection: Maintains Human Body Forever: Scars

d. Inauguration/ Commencement: Sinless, Righteous, Holy Jesus completely identifies Himself with sinful man. 

8. He does it to “fulfill all righteousness”

The word righteousness denotes right relationship. Jesus’ act of being baptized was a witness to the rightness of His relationship in the Kgdm. & to His right relationship with God, the sovereign of this Kingdom.” To fulfill all righteousness is to submit to the plan of God for the salvation of the human race. This required Jesus’ identification with sinners.

9. The Result of Obedience

16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; & behold, the heavens were opened, & he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove &  lighting on Him, 17 & behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.
· "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased
· Ps. 2:7 “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.”
· “Every Jew: Psalm a description of Messiah, the might King of God who was to come.”
· "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased
· Isaiah 42:1 "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him…”
· Description: the Suffering Servant, which culminates in Isaiah 53`.
· Jesus’ ministry begins & ends with TRINITY
10.  SO WHAT??

a.  Obedience

1.  JTB: In the Face of Contradiction, John obeys Jesus
2.  Jesus: Risk: Reputation, Vulnerability, Misunderstanding
b.  Identification W/ Sinners

1.  Jesus with Ours 

By Rick Reilly, writing about playing golf with Charles Barkley

…his golf swing? Technically, it's not even a swing. It's a lunge. Scientists study it. He gets to the top, starts down & then, 2 feet from impact—just stops! Totally freezes! He looks like a man waiting for a rattlesnake to pop up so he can kill it. It's the only swing in the world with an intermission. 

We had the day's largest gallery for two reasons: one being, that people wanted to see the Incredible Hiccupping Swing.

I have bad news. I saw it up close—and it's getting worse. In one fairway bunker Barkley took it back, froze as usual, then suddenly flinched & aborted the swing altogether. Balk. He gathered himself & made another run but, again, could not bring himself to finish the last 2 feet. It was like a man trying to shoot a favorite old cow. The 3RD time, he finally swung but whiffed. On the 4TH, he hit it. And this was only the 1ST hole. 

When Barkley freeze-flails, people laugh, shriek and gasp, but it's not funny. It is a pox on his life. "I've tried everything," Barkley says. "Tiger can't help me 'cause the hitch is there no matter what. I even tried getting hypnotized for 45 minutes and still woke up with the same crumby swing." And so it went the rest of the day: "Hey, I know I stink," he yelled on the eighth hole, still lying two & not yet to the women's tees, "but I got nice equipment." http://sports.espn.go.com/espnmag/story?id=3487981 

A. = ME as a husband… as a father… as a pastor!

B. Jesus… When you acknowledge Sin & Repent: “I’m in the water w/U!  Carrying Your sign
2.  We With all Others: (Donald Miller, Blue Like Jazz)

I went to a concert. A folksinger told a story about his friend, a Navy SEAL.

     He said his friend was performing a covert operation, freeing hostages from a building in some dark part of the world.  His friend’s team flew in by helicopter, traveled to the compound & stormed into the room where the hostages were for months, imprisoned.  The room was filthy & dark.  The hostages were curled up in a corner, terrified.  When the SEALs entered the room, they heard gasps from the hostages.  They stood at the door calling to prisoners, telling them they were Americans.  The SEALs asked the hostages to follow them but the hostages wouldn’t.  They sat there on the floor hiding their eyes in fear. They weren’t of healthy mind & didn’t believe their rescuers were really Americans.

     The SEALs stood there, not knowing what to do.  They couldn’t possibly carry everybody out.  One of the SEALs, the folksinger’s friend, got an idea.  He put down his weapon, took off his helmet & curled up tightly next to the other hostages, getting so close his body was touching some of theirs.  He softened the look on his face & put his arms around them.  He was trying to show them he was 1 of them.  None of the prison guards would have done this.  He stayed there for a little while until some of the hostages started to look at him, finally meeting his eyes.  The Navy SEAL whispered that they were Americans & were there to rescue them.  Will you follow us? He said. He stood to his feet & one of the hostages did the same, then another, until all of them were willing to go. 

· Jesus does not call us from shore… but the waters.

·  He does not just tell us to Repent… He joins us, receiving both a Baptism & a Cross that should be ours.
·  Now, to us: (BOW HEADS:) “Identify with others in their sins as I identify with you in your sins. 

· Put down your weapons & armor, & draw close to them

· Willingly, be identified w/ them, w/o entering their sin.

· Place the condition of their souls above your reputation.

· And let them C U in the waters of repentance so that they may join you there… & then find ME there also.”

11.  JTB: Behold the Lamb of God. He’s Worthy! Sing   

                  “Worthy the Lamb that was Slain!” P. ____

Notes: Used & Unused

· In the Academy of Fine Arts in Venice there hangs a painting by Paolo Veronese, a painting that got him in trouble with the inquisition.                                                                                                                                      The painting depicts Jesus at a banquet with His disciples, complete with Roman soldiers playing in one corner, a man with a bloody nose on the other side, stray dogs roaming around, a few drunks, and also midgets, people with black skin, and outdated Huns. Called before the inquisition to explain these irreverences, Veronese defended his painting by showing from the Gospels that these were the very kinds of people Jesus mingled with. Scandalized, the inquisitors made him change the title of the painting and make the scene secular rather than religious.

A. When Jesus > River & Received Sinner’s Baptism

1.  “We are all at best, sinners in need of repentance

2.  The ground is level @ ft. of Cross & in Jordan River.

3.  = Our Past, Wealth, Color, Nationality… matter NOT
4.  No Caste System in Christ, Kingdom, His Church.
B. Cal Thomas: Xn Political Writer: (1973): 

I met Francis Schaeffer in Houston. I went to L'Abri, where I remember having a lunch with Schaeffer. There was a knock on the door. Billy Graham was there; he was staying at a chalet up the road. He asked to join us for lunch. 
Schaeffer didn't treat him any differently than he did the music librarian from Chicago who was there. I will never forget that. 
Jesus’ 1st Public Statement:

1. John’s Obedience

· 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him.
· Jesus tells John what to do and john immediately does it. Isa. 55:8-9

· John gets the surprise of his life… this makes NO sense at all. Jesus has no sins to confess and has nothing to repent of. If Jesus wants to take john’s place as baptizer, john will have no problem. But to be baptized… publicly, at a sinners’ baptism… for repentance? John KNEW who he was and was not. He was the Christ and he was NOT a sinner in need of repentance!

· Only Afterward does John get a clue as to the reason. > Suffering Servant > SO now,” Behold the L.O.G.”

2. Identifies fully with sinners

· Isaiah 42:1 "Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.
· Ps. 2:7 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain." "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.
· II Cor. 5:21:  “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
· Rom. 8:3 “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh…”
Barclay: The voice which Jesus heard at the baptism is of supreme importance. "This is my beloved Son," it said, "with whom I am well pleased." That sentence is composed of two quotations. "This is my beloved Son," is a quotation from #Psalm 2:7. Every Jew accepted that Psalm as a description of the Messiah, the might King of God who was to come. "With whom I am well pleased" is a quotation from #Isaiah 42:1, which is a description of the Suffering Servant, a description which culminates in Isaiah 53`.

So in the baptism there came to Jesus two certainties-the certainty that he was indeed the chosen One of God, and the certainty that the way in front of him was the way of the Cross. In that moment he knew that he was chosen to be King, but he also knew that his throne must be a Cross. In that moment he knew that he was destined to be a conqueror, but that his conquest must have as its only weapon the power of suffering love. In that moment there was set before Jesus both his task and the only way to the fulfilling of it.

How Jesus identified with “sinful flesh”:

12. The purpose was for Jesus to completely identify Himself with sinful man. This is exactly what He did in His Conception & birth, His upbringing, His Baptism, His ministry (touching, meals, weeping, and suffering) and His Death., and Resurrection (Scars). So here, as John allowed Him to be, here is Jesus, standing again in the place of sinful man.

a. Lk. 1:31: "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.
b. Matt. 1: 21-23  “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."
c. Mk. 1:40-41: 40 And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying, "If You are willing, You can make me clean." 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed."
d. Mt. 11:19 19 "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!'
e.  Lk. 7:37-39: 37 And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner."
f. Lk. 15:1-2: Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him.2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."
g.  Luke 19:1-2, 5-7 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich….5 Jesus… looked up and said to him, "Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house." 6 And he hurried and came down and received Him gladly. 7 When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, "He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner."
h. Lk. 22:37: 37 "For I tell you that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me, 'and he was numbered with transgressors'; for that which refers to Me has its fulfillment."
i. Lk. 23:33:  “When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left.”
j. Lk. 24:39-40: "See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." 40 And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.
13. Jesus’ baptism is the beginning of Jesus’ identification with sinners for their salvation. To ask why Jesus submitted to baptism, a ritual intended for sinners, is the same as asking why he submitted to the cross, a death marked for sinners.
14. The word ‘righteousness’ is significant, for righteousness is the word which denotes right relationship. Jesus’ act of being baptized was a witness to the rightness of His relationship in the Kingdom and to His right relationship with God, the sovereign of this Kingdom.”

     To fulfill all righteousness is to submit to the plan of God for the salvation of the human race. This involves Jesus’ identification with sinners; hence the propriety of his accepting John’s baptism.”

Also, He was displaying the fact that He was in a right relationship with both the Kingdom of God preached by John and the ruler of that Kingdom, God the Father. 

Finally, Jesus’ baptism was an act of submission. He submitted to the will of his Father, the will that planned a means of salvation for the entire human race, and in doing so He identified with sinful mankind.

But God did do it. Why? Because He loves us that much. And if Jesus willingly lowered Himself by becoming a man and by suffering the pain and indignity of the Passion and crucifixion—all for our sake—then it’s not unreasonable that He would submit to a baptism of repentance. Especially if it was done “to fulfill all righteousness.”

15. In both Jesus’ baptism and death there is illogic. 

a. As one who is completely righteous, He willingly chooses a complete identification with sinners. One he in NO way was required to make.

b. So it is with His ministry: speaking, eating, and healing sinners.

c. So it is with the Cross… a completely righteous man dying a criminals death, covered by our sin.

d. As regards fulfilling all righteousness… 

i. In the Trinity Term I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed: 

perhaps, that night, the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England. I did not then see what is now the most shining and obvious thing; the Divine humility which will accept a convert even on such terms. The Prodigal Son at least walked home on his own feet. But who can duly adore that Love which will open the high gates to a prodigal who is brought in kicking, struggling, resentful, and darting his eyes in every direction for a chance of escape? 








C.S. Lewis Surprised by Joy

· In the Academy of Fine Arts in Venice there hangs a painting by Paolo Veronese, a painting that got him in trouble with the inquisition.                                                                                                                                      The painting depicts Jesus at a banquet with His disciples, complete with Roman soldiers playing in one corner, a man with a bloody nose on the other side, stray dogs roaming around, a few drunks, and also midgets, people with black skin, and outdated Huns. Called before the inquisition to explain these irreverences, Veronese defended his painting by showing from the Gospels that these were the very kinds of people Jesus mingled with. Scandalized, the inquisitors made him change the title of the painting and make the scene secular rather than religious.

· Describing how he became a Christian, columnist Cal Thomas says: I‘d started to work for NBC in 1961 as a copy boy in Washington. I’d moved up, & had this plan of where I would be by age 30. But at 27, I wasn't advancing as I thought I should be. I felt like I was in a basement, no direction. In 1971, my wife, Ray, & I were feeling a lot of emptiness. So, we started to go to church. Someone recommended 4th Pres, pastored by Richard Halverson. We loved it & started attending.

But I was still trying to have it all & not succeeding. I was working six or seven days a week. The culture tells us that if we achieve this, or make this, or buy this, then we will get the American dream & be happy

On a Friday in 1973, my boss at NBC said, "Got a minute?" I got fired—because of my ego, big mouth, and jealousy of now-dead people. That was part of the trembling struggle toward the glory of Christ. He was holding me back for my sake.

My wife said, "You will never be free of the burden of success if you don't thank God for losing your job." In tears I recommitted my life to Christ that night. And that led to 11 years in the wilderness.

[I went to KPRC-TV in Houston.] Coming from D.C., it was like a tailspin into the wilderness. But God had a plan. Outwardly, my change could be seen in me learning not to blaspheme.

Ralph Neighbor, a pastor, taught me doctrine. I also met Francis Schaeffer in Houston. 

I went to L'Abri, where I remember having a lunch with Schaeffer. There was a knock on the door. Billy Graham was there; he was staying at a chalet up the road. He asked to join us for lunch. Schaeffer didn't treat him any differently than he did the music librarian from Chicago who was there. I will never forget that. 

Citation: Tony Carnes, "Conservative Like a Fox," Christianitytoday.com (7-08-04)

· A long time ago I went to a concert with my friend Rebecca.  Rebecca can sing better than anybody I’ve ever heard sing.  I heard this folksinger was coming to town, and I thought she might like to see him because she was a singer too.  Between songs, though, he told story that helped me resolve some things about God.  The story was about his friend who is a Navy SEAL.  

The folksinger said his friend was performing a covert operation, freeing hostages from a building in some dark part of the world.  His friend’s team flew in by helicopter, made their way to the compound and stormed into the room where the hostages had been imprisoned for months.  The room, the folksinger said, was filthy and dark.  The hostages were curled up in a corner, terrified.  When the SEALs entered the room, they heard the gasps of the hostages.  They stood at the door and called to the prisoners, telling them they were Americans.  The SEALs asked the hostages to follow them but the hostages wouldn’t.  They sat there on the floor and hid their eyes in fear.  They were not of healthy mind and didn’t believe their rescuers were really Americans

The SEALs stood there, not knowing what to do.  They couldn’t possibly carry everybody out.  One of the SEALs, the folksinger’s friend, got an idea.  He put down his weapon, took off his helmet and curled up tightly next to the other hostages, getting so close his body was touching some of theirs.  He softened the look on his face and put his arms around them.  He was trying to show them he was one of them.  None of the prison guards would have done this.  He stayed there for a little while until some of the hostages started to look at him, finally meeting his eyes.  The Navy SEAL whispered that they were Americans and were there to rescue them.  Will you follow us? He said. The hero stood to his feet and one of the hostages did the same, then another, until all of them were willing to go.  The story ends with all the hostages safe on an American aircraft carrier.
3. The Son, (who because of His obedience) in whom the Father is well pleased

· 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him.
· Lk. 12:50: “But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished!”
4. Anointed by/ Commissioned /Empowered by the Spirit

· Isaiah 11:1: ”Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him
· Luke 4:17-19 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written, 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the favorable year of the lord."
5. The Trinity

· Math. 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
By Rick Reilly

Have you ever secretly longed to comb through airplane wreckage? Had a morbid curiosity about autopsies? Wanted to tour a torture camp?

I have. That's why I purposely set out to play golf with Charles Barkley. He is unfailingly hilarious, generous and honest.

But his golf swing? Technically, it's not even a swing. It's a lunge. Scientists study it. He gets to the top, starts down and then—two feet from impact—just stops! Totally freezes! He looks like a man waiting for a rattlesnake to pop up so he can kill it. It's the only swing in the world with an intermission. 

We had the day's largest gallery for two reasons: one being, people wanted to see the Incredible Hiccupping Swing.

I have bad news. I saw it up close—and it's getting worse. In one fairway bunker Barkley took it back, froze as usual, then suddenly flinched and aborted the swing altogether. Balk. He gathered himself and made another run but, again, could not bring himself to finish the last two feet. It was like a man trying to shoot a favorite old cow. The third time, he finally swung but whiffed. On the fourth, he hit it. And this was only the first hole. 

When Barkley freeze-flails, people laugh, shriek and gasp, but it's not funny. It is a pox on his life. "I've tried everything," Barkley says. "Tiger can't help me 'cause the hitch is there no matter what. I even tried getting hypnotized for 45 minutes and still woke up with the same crumby swing." And so it went the rest of the day: Barkley making people laugh and hug him, interrupted by these sporadic fits that made them look away in sympathy. "Hey, I know I stink," he yelled on the eighth hole, still lying two and not yet to the women's tees, "but I got nice equipment."

· II Cor. 5:21:  “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
· Rom. 8:3 “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh…”
Barclay: The voice which Jesus heard at the baptism is of supreme importance. "This is my beloved Son," it said, "with whom I am well pleased." That sentence is composed of two quotations. "This is my beloved Son," is a quotation from #Psalm 2:7. Every Jew accepted that Psalm as a description of the Messiah, the might King of God who was to come. "With whom I am well pleased" is a quotation from #Isaiah 42:1 , which is a description of the Suffering Servant, a description which culminates in Isaiah 53`.

So in the baptism there came to Jesus two certainties-the certainty that he was indeed the chosen One of God, and the certainty that the way in front of him was the way of the Cross. In that moment he knew that he was chosen to be King, but he also knew that his throne must be a Cross. In that moment he knew that he was destined to be a conqueror, but that his conquest must have as its only weapon the power of suffering love. In that moment there was set before Jesus both his task and the only way to the fulfilling of it.

Luke 14:1 “It happened that when He went into the house of one of the leaders of the Pharisees on the Sabbath to eat bread, they were watching Him closely. 2 And there in front of Him was a man suffering from dropsy. 3 And Jesus answered and spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?" 4 But they kept silent. And He took hold of him and healed him, and sent him away.”
In both Jesus’ baptism and death there is illogic. 

· As one who is completely righteous, He willingly chooses a complete identification with sinners. One he in NO way was required to make.

· So it is with His ministry: speaking, eating, and healing sinners.

· So it is with the Cross… a completely righteous man dying a criminals death, covered by our sin.

· As regards fulfilling all righteousness… 

B. John’s ministry in baptizing Jesus.
1. (13-14) Jesus comes to John for baptism.
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, & are You coming to me?"

a. Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized: This is a significant emergence of Jesus from his many years of obscurity. These first works in His public ministry carry great meaning in understanding the rest of His ministry.
b. Jesus came: No one compelled Jesus to be baptized. He came to John of His own accord.
c. I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me? John recognized the inherent irony in this situation. Jesus had nothing to repent of, and it would be more appropriate for Jesus to baptize John!
2. (15) Jesus allows Himself to be baptized by John.
But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him.

a. Permit it to be so for now: Why did Jesus need to be baptized? The words it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness imply that it was necessary for the plan of God, but why?
b. The purpose was for Jesus to completely identify Himself with sinful man. This is exactly what He did in His birth, His upbringing, His ministry, and His death. So here, as John allowed Him to be, here is Jesus, standing again in the place of sinful man.
3. (16-17) The Divine witness to Jesus’ status as the Son of God.
When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."

a. The heavens were opened: It was important for God the Father to publicly demonstrate that Jesus’ baptism was not just like anyone else’s, in the sense of being a display of repentance. It was not a display of repentance, but instead it was a righteous identification with sinners, motivated by love, was well pleasing to the Father.
b. The Spirit of God descending like a dove: Significantly, this is an occasion when the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are all manifested at the same time.
c. This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased: When this voice of God the Father spoke from heaven, everyone knew that Jesus was not just another man being baptized. They knew Jesus was the perfect (in whom I am well pleased) Son of God, identifying with sinful man. By this, everyone knew that Jesus was different. Jesus was baptized to be identified with sinful man, but He was also baptized to be identified to sinful man.
Kanye West, a hip hop producer and rapper, wants a new version of Scripture. That would not be so unusual, except that he thinks he should be a character in the new Bible.

"I bring up historical subjects in a way that makes kids want to learn about them," said West. "I'm an inspirational speaker. I changed the sound of music more than one time…. For all those reasons, I'd be a part of the Bible. I'm definitely in the history books already."

Some might roll their eyes, raise an eyebrow, and wonder if West isn't one step shy of blasphemy. At worst, however, he is simply stating the obvious. He is already in the Bible—as are we all. Any time Scripture speaks of sinners that a holy God died to save, the Bible is talking about Kanye, and it's talking about each one of us.

"Cocky West: 'I Should Be in the Bible,'" contactmusic.com (2-9-06); 
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While this cleared the way for Dr. Parker and his family, it only left Hudson Taylor the more cast upon God. Now he would be lonely indeed, bereft of companionship as well as home. Feeling, as he did, that his work in Shanghai was not yet finished, he at once set about seeking quarters to which he might remove his belongings. But, as before, the search proved useless.

'They all want heavy deposits that I am not able to pay,' he wrote to his sister. 'It is wearisome work, and if I do not succeed soon I shall adopt Chinese dress and seek a place in the country. These changes are not easy. Do pray for me.'

Chinese dress and a home somewhere in the country - the thought was becoming familiar. But it was an expedient almost unheard of in those days. Sometimes on inland journeys a missionary would wear Chinese dress as a precautionary measure, and Dr. Medhurst himself had suggested it to Hudson Taylor. But it was invariably discarded on the traveller's return, and he would have been careless of public opinion indeed who would have ventured to wear it always, and in the Settlement.

Nevetheless it was nothing less than this that the young missionary was meditating, driven to it by his longing to identify himself with the people, and by the force of outward circumstances.

Another week went by in almost incessant house-hunting, and the time drew near when Dr. Parker was to leave for Ningpo. Hudson Taylor had promised to escort him as far as Hangchow Bay, to see him through the more difficult part of the journey. They were to start on Friday morning the 24th, and up to Thursday afternoon the search for premises had been in vain.

Yes, it was growing dearer. For him, probably, the right thing was a closer identification with the people, including chopsticks, Chinese cooking and Chinese dress at all times - even to the queue. How much it would simplify travelling in the interior! Already he had purchased an outfit of Chinese clothing. If, after all the prayer there had been about it, he really could not get accommodation in Shanghai, it must be that the Lord had other purposes. He would send his few things down to Ningpo with Dr. Parker, who had offered to store them, and living on boats would give himself to evangelistic work until his way opened up somewhere in the interior.

Thursday night came, and Dr. Parker was to leave the following morning. It was useless to seek premises any longer, so Hudson Taylor went down to engage the junk that was to take them to Hangchow Bay with their belong​ings. His Chinese dress was ready for the following morning when he expected to begin a pilgrim life indeed.

This, apparently, was the point to which it had been necessary to lead him. On these new lines could now be given the answer to weeks and months of prayer. Even as he was on his way, a man met him. Did he want a house in the Chinese city? Would a small one do, with only five rooms? Because near the South Gate there was such a house, only it was not quite finished building. The owner had run short of money and hardly knew how to complete the work. If it suited the foreign teacher, no deposit would be asked: it could be had in all probability for an advance of six months' rent.

Feeling as though in a dream, Hudson Taylor followed his guide to the southern quarter of the city, and there found a small, compact house, perfectly new and clean, with two rooms upstairs and two down, and a fifth across the courtyard for the servants - just the very thing he needed, in the locality that suited him best, and all for the moderate sum of Cio to cover a half-year's rent.

What it must have been to him to pay the money over that night, and secure the premises, is more easily imagined than described. The Lord had indeed worked on his behalf. Prayer was being answered. He had not missed or mistaken the guidance for which he had waited so long. It almost seemed as if the Lord had broken silence, to confirm and encourage His servant at this critical time. And best of all was the wondering consciousness that He Himself had done it when, humanly speaking, it seemed impossible: 'I being in the way, the Lord led me'.

That night he took the final step in transforming himself into a Chinese. He described the experience a few days later in a letter to his sister:

... I had better tell you at once that on Thursday last at I p.m. I resigned my locks to the barber, dyed my hair a good black, and in the morning had a proper queue plaited in with my own, and a quantity of heavy silk to lengthen it out according to Chinese custom. Then, in Chinese dress, I set out with Dr. Parker, accompanying him about 100 miles on his way to Ningpo. This journey we made an occasion for evangelistic work, and now that I am returning alone I hope to have even better facilities for book distribution and preaching.

But I have not commenced the recital of my tribulations, and the sooner I begin the better. First then, it is a very sore thing to have one's head shaved for the first time, especially if the skin is irritable with prickly heat And I can assure you that the subsequent application of hair-dye for five or six hours (litharge 2 part; quick lime, freshly slaked, 3 Pam; water enough to make a cream) does not do much to soothe the irritation. But when it comes to combing out the remaining hair which has been allowed to grow longer than usual, the climax is reached! But there are no gains without pains, and certainly if suffering for a thing makes it dearer, I shall regard my queue when I attain one with no small amount of pride and affection.

Secondly, when you proceed to your toilet, you no longer wonder that many Chinese in the employ of Europeans wear foreign shoes and stockings as soon as they can get them. For Chinese socks are made of calico and of course are not elastic, and average toes decidedly object to be squeezed out of shape, nor do one's heels appreciate their low position in perfectly flat-soled shoes. Next come the breeches -but oh, what unheard-of garments! Mine are two feet too wide for me round the waist, which amplitude is laid in a fold in front, and kept in place by a strong girdle. The legs are short, not coming much below the knee, and wide in proportion with the waist measurement. Tucked into the long, white socks, they have a bloomer-like fullness capable, as Dr. Parker remarked, of storing a fortnight's provisions! No shirt is worn. But a white, washing-jacket, with sleeves as wide as ladies affected twenty years ago, supplies its place. And over all goes a heavy silk gown of some rich or delicate colour, with sleeves equally wide and reaching twelve or fifteen inches beyond the tips of one's fingers - folded back, of course, when the hands are in use.

While still with Dr. Parker on the way to Hangchow Bay I was frequently recognized as a foreigner, because of having to speak to him in English, but today in going about Haiyen City no one even guessed that such a being was near. It was not until I began to distribute books and see patients that I became known. Medical work is evidently to be one's chief help for the interior. Women and children, it seems to me, manifest more readiness to come for medical aid now than they did before, and in this way too, I think the Chinese costume will be of service.

When Mack entered the cabin he saw that Jesus and Sarayu were already there and seated around the table. Papa was busy as usual bringing platters of wonderful-smelling dishes, again only a few that Mack recognized, and even those he had to look at twice to make sure they were some​thing he was familiar with… He pulled up the fourth chair and sat down.

"You don't really have to eat, do you?" he asked, as he began to ladle something into his bowl that resembled a thin seafood soup, with squid and fish and other more ambiguous delicacies.

"We don't have to do anything:' Papa stated rather strongly.

"Then why do you eat?" Mack inquired.

"To be with you, honey. You need to eat, so what better excuse to be together"

It was now, as we take it, the early winter of the year 780.12 Jesus had waited those months. Although there seems not to have been any personal acquaintance between Jesus and John - and how could there be, when their spheres lay so widely apart? - each must have heard and known of the other. Thirty years of silence weaken most human impressions - or, if they deepen, the enthusiasm that had accompanied them passes away. Yet, when the two met, and perhaps had brief conversation, each bore himself in accordance with his previous history. With John it was deepest, reverent humility - even to the verge of misunderstanding his special Mission, and work of initiation and preparation for the Kingdom. He had heard of Him before by the hearing of the ear, and when now he saw Him, that look of quiet dignity, of the majesty of unsullied purity in the only Unfallen, Unsinning Man, made him forget even the express command of God, which had sent him from his solitude to preach and baptize, and that very sign which had been him by which to recognise the Messiah.13 14 In that Presence it only became to him a question of the more 'worthy' to the misunderstanding of the nature of his special calling. 

But Jesus, as He had not made haste, so was He not capable of misunderstanding. To Him it was 'the fulfilling of all righteousness.' From earliest ages it has been a question why Jesus went to be baptized. The heretical Gospels put into the mouth of the Virgin-Mother an invitation to go to that baptism, to which Jesus is supposed to have replied by pointing to His own sinlessness, except it might be on the score of ignorance, in regard to a limitation of knowledge.15 Objections lie to most of the explanations offered by modern writers. They include a bold denial of the fact of Jesus' Baptism; the profane suggestion of collusion between John and Jesus; or such suppositions, as that of His personal sinfulness, of His coming as the Representative of a guilty race, or as the bearer of the sins of others, or of acting in solidarity with His people - or else to separate Himself from the sins of Israel; of His surrendering Himself thereby unto death for man; of His purpose to do honour to the baptism of John; or thus to elicit a token of His Messiahship; or to bind Himself to the observance of the Law; or in this manner to commence His Messianic Work; or to consecrate Himself solemnly to it; or, lastly, to receive the spiritual qualification for it.16 To these and similar views must be added the latest conceit of Renan,17 who arranges a scene between Jesus, who comes with some disciples, and John, when Jesus is content for a time to grow in the shadow of John, and to submit to a rite which was evidently so generally acknowledged. But the most reverent of these explanations involve a twofold mistake. They represent the Baptism of John as one of repentance, and they imply an ulterior motive in the coming of Christ to the banks of Jordan. But, as already shown, the Baptism of John was in itself only a consecration to, and preparatory initiation for, the new Covenant of the Kingdom. As applied to sinful men it was indeed necessarily a 'baptism of repentance;' but not as applied to the sinless Jesus. Had it primarily and always been a 'baptism of repentance,' He could not have submitted to it. 

Again, and most important of all, we must not seek for any ulterior motive in the coming of Jesus to this Baptism. He had no ulterior motive of any kind: it was an act of simple submissive obedience on the part of the Perfect One - and submissive obedience has no motive beyond itself. It asks no reasons; it cherishes no ulterior purpose. And thus it was 'the fulfilment of all righteousness.' And it was in perfect harmony with all His previous life. Our difficulty here lies - if we are unbelievers, in thinking simply of the Humanity of the Man of Nazareth; if we are believers, in making abstraction of his Divinity. But thus much, at least, all must concede, that the Gospels always present Him as the God-Man, in an inseparable mystical union of the two natures, and that they present to us the even more mysterious idea of His Self-examination, of the voluntary obscuration of His Divinity, as part of His Humiliation. Placing ourselves on this standpoint - which is, at any rate, that of the Evangelic narrative - we may arrive at a more correct view of this great event. It seems as if, in the Divine Self-examination, apparently necessarily connected with the perfect human development of Jesus, some corresponding outward event were ever the occasion of a fresh advance in the Messianic consciousness and work. The first event of that kind had been his appearance in the Temple. These two things then stood out vividly before Him - not in the ordinary human, but in the Messianic sense: that the Temple was the House of His Father, and that to be busy about it was His Life-work. With this He returned to Nazareth, and in willing subjection to His Parents fulfilled all righteousness. And still, as He grew in years, in wisdom, and in favour with God and Man, this thought - rather this burning consciousness, was the inmost spring of His Life. What this business specially was, He knew not yet, and waited to learn; the how and the when of His life-consecration, He left unasked and unanswered in the still waiting for Him. And in this also we see the Sinless, the Perfect One. 

When tidings of John's Baptism reached His home, there could be no haste on His part. Even with knowledge of all that concerned John's relation to Him, there was in the 'fulfilment of all righteousness' quiet waiting. The one question with Him was, as He afterwards put it: 'The Baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men?' (St. Matt. xxi. 25). That question once answered, there could be no longer doubt nor hesitation. He went - not for any ulterior purpose, nor from any other motive than that it was of God. He went voluntarily, because it was such - and because 'it became Him' in so doing 'to fulfill all righteousness.' There is this great difference between His going to that Baptism, and afterwards into the wilderness: in the former case, His act was of preconceived purpose; in the latter it was not so, but 'He was driven' - without previous purpose to that effect - under the constraining power 'of the Spirit,' without premeditation and resolve of it; without even knowledge of its object. In the one case He was active, in the other passive; in the one case He fulfilled righteousness, in the other His righteousness was tried. But as, on His first visit to the Temple, this consciousness about His Life-business came to Him in His Father's House, ripening slowly and fully those long years of quiet submission and growing wisdom and grace at Nazareth, so at His Baptism, with the accompanying descent of the Holy Ghost, His abiding in Him, and the heard testimony from His Father, the knowledge came to Him, and, in and with18 that knowledge, the qualification for the business of His Father's House. In that hour He learned the when, and in part the how, of His Life-business; the latter to be still farther, and from another aspect, seen in the wilderness, then in His life, in His suffering, and, finally, in His death. In man the subjective and the objective, alike intellectually and morally, are ever separate; in God they are one. What He is, that He wills. And in the God-Man also we must not separate the subjective and the objective. The consciousness of the when and the how of His Life-business was necessarily accompanied, while He prayed, by the descent, and the abiding in Him, of the Holy Ghost, and by the testifying Voice from heaven. His inner knowledge was real qualification - the forth-bursting of His Power; and it was inseparably accompanied by outward qualification, in what took place at His Baptism. But the first step to all was His voluntary descent to Jordan, and in it the fulfilling of all righteousness. His previous life had been that of the Perfect Ideal Israelite - believing, unquestioning, submissive - in preparation for that which, in His thirteenth year, He had learned as its business. The Baptism of Christ was the last act of His private life; and, emerging from its waters in prayer, He learned: when His business was to commence, and how it would be done. 

That one outstanding thought, then, 'I must be about My Father's business,' which had been the principle of His Nazareth life, had come to full ripeness when He knew that the cry, 'The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,' was from God. The first great question was now answered. His Father's business was the Kingdom of Heaven. It only remained for Him 'to be about it,' and in this determination He went to submit to its initiatory rite of Baptism. We have, as we understand it, distinct evidence - even if it were not otherwise necessary to suppose this - that 'all the people had been baptized,'19 when Jesus came to John. Alone the two met - probably for the first time in their lives. Over that which passed between them Holy Scripture has laid the veil of reverent silence, save as regards the beginning and the outcome of their meeting, which it was necessary for us to know. When Jesus came, John knew Him not. And even when He knew Him, that was not enough. Not remembrance of what he had heard and of past transactions, nor the overwhelming power of that spotless Purity and Majesty of willing submission, were sufficient. For so great a witness as that which John was to bear, a present and visible demonstration from heaven was to be given. Not that God sent the Spirit-Dove, or heaven uttered its voice, for the purpose of giving this as a sign to John. These manifestations were necessary in themselves, and, we might say, would have taken place quite irrespective of the Baptist. But, while necessary in themselves, they were also to be a sign to John. And this may perhaps explain why one Gospel (that of St. John) seems to describe the scene as enacted before the Baptist, whilst others (St. Matthew and St. Mark) tell it as if only visible to Jesus.20 The one bears reference to 'the record,' the other to the deeper and absolutely necessary fact which underly 'the record.' And, beyond this, it may help us to perceive at least one aspect of what to man is the miraculous: as in itself the higher Necessary, with casual and secondary manifestation to man. 

We can understand how what he knew of Jesus, and what he now saw and heard, must have overwhelmed John with the sense of Christ's transcendentally higher dignity, and led him to hesitate about, if not to refuse, administering to Him the rite of Baptism.21 Not because it was 'the baptism of repentance,' but because he stood in the presence of Him 'the latchet of Whose shoes' he was 'not worthy to loose.' Had he not so felt, the narrative would not have been psychologically true; and, had it not been recorded, there would have been serious difficulty to our reception of it. And yet, withal, in so 'forbidding' Him, and even suggesting his own baptism by Jesus, John forgot and misunderstood his mission. John himself was never to be baptized; he only held open the door of the new Kingdom; himself entered it not, and he that was least in that Kingdom was greater than he. Such lowliest place on earth seems ever conjoined with greatest work for God. Yet this misunderstanding and suggestion on the part of John might almost be regarded as a temptation to Christ. Not perhaps, His first, nor yet this His first victory, since the 'sorrow' of His Parents about His absence from them when in the Temple must to the absolute submissiveness of Jesus have been a temptation to turn aside from His path, all the more felt in the tenderness of His years, and the inexperience of a first public appearance. He then overcame by the clear consciousness of His Life-business, which could not be contravened by any apparent call of duty, however specious. And He now overcame by falling back upon the simple and clear principle which had brought him to Jordan: 'It becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.' Thus, simply putting aside, without argument, the objection of the Baptist, He followed the Hand that pointed Him to the open door of 'the Kingdom.' 

Jesus stepped out of the baptismal waters 'praying.'22 One prayer, the only one which He taught His disciples, recurs to our minds.23 We must here individualise and emphasise in their special application its opening sentences: 'Our Father Which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name! Thy Kingdom come! They will be done in earth, as it is in heaven!' The first thought and the first petition had been the conscious outcome of the Temple-visit, ripened during the long years at Nazareth. The others were now the full expression of His submission to Baptism. He knew His Mission; He had consecrated Himself to it in His Baptism; 'Father Which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.' The unlimited petition for the doing of God's Will on earth with the same absoluteness as in heaven, was His self-consecration: the prayer of His Baptism, as the other was its confession. And the 'hallowed be Thy Name' was the eulogy, because the ripened and experimental principle of His Life. How this Will, connected with 'the Kingdom,' was to be done by Him, and when, He was to learn after His Baptism. But strange, that the petition which followed those which must have been on the lips of Jesus in that hour should have been the subject of the first temptation or assault by the Enemy; strange also, that the other two temptations should have rolled back the force of the assault upon the two great experiences He had gained, and which formed the burden of the petitions, 'Thy Kingdom come; Hallowed be Thy Name.' Was it then so, that all the assaults which Jesus bore only concerned and tested the reality of a past and already attained experience, save those last in the Garden and on the Cross, which were 'sufferings' by which He 'was made perfect?' 

But, as we have already seen, such inward forth-bursting of Messianic consciousness could not be separated from objective qualification for, and testimony to it. As the prayer of Jesus winged heavenwards, His solemn response to the call of the Kingdom - 'Here am I;' 'Lo, I come to do Thy Will' - the answer came, which at the same time was also the predicted sign to the Baptist. Heaven seemed cleft, and in bodily shape like a dove, the Holy Ghost descended on24 Jesus, remaining on him. It was as if, symbolically, in the words of St. Peter,25 that Baptism had been a new flood, and He Who now emerged from it, the Noah - or rest, and comfort-bringer - Who took into His Ark the dove bearing the olive-branch, indicative of a new life. Here, at these waters, was the Kingdom, into which Jesus had entered in the fulfilment of all righteousness; and from them he emerged as its Heaven-designated, Heaven-qualified, and Heaven-proclaimed King. As such he had received the fulness of the Spirit for His Messianic Work - a fulness abiding in Him - that out of it we might receive, and grace for grace. As such also the voice from Heaven proclaimed it, to Him and to John: 'Thou art ('this is') My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.' The ratification of the great Davidic promise, the announcement of the fulfilment of its predictive import in Psalm ii.26 was God's solemn declaration of Jesus as the Messiah, His public proclamation of it, and the beginning of Jesus' Messianic work. And so the Baptist understood it, when he 'bare record' that He was 'the Son of God.'27

Quite intelligible as all this is, it is certainly miraculous; not, indeed, in the sense of contravention of the Laws of Nature (illogical as that phrase is), but in that of having nothing analogous in our present knowledge and experience. But would we not have expected the supra-empirical, the directly heavenly, to attend such an event - that is, if the narrative itself be true, and Jesus what the Gospels represent Him? To reject, therefore, the narrative because of its supra-empirical accompaniment seems, after all, a sad inversion of reasoning, and begging the question. But, to go a step further: if there be no reality in the narrative, whence the invention of the legend? It certainly had no basis in contemporary Jewish teaching; and, equally certainly, it would not have spontaneously occurred to Jewish minds. Nowhere in Rabbinic writings do we find any hint of a Baptism of the Messiah, nor of a descent upon Him of the Spirit in the form of a dove. Rather would such views seem, à priori, repugnant to Jewish thinking. An attempt has, however, been made in the direction of identifying two traits in this narrative with Rabbinic notices. The 'Voice from heaven' has been represented as the 'Bath-Qol,' or 'Daughter-Voice,' of which we read in Rabbinic writings, as bringing heaven's testimony or decision to perplexed or hardly bestead Rabbis. And it has been further asserted, that among the Jews 'the dove' was regarded as the emblem of the Spirit. In taking notice of these assertions some warmth of language may be forgiven. 

We make bold to maintain that no one, who has impartially examined the matter,28 could find any real analogy between the so-called Bath-Qol, and the 'Voice from heaven' of which record is made in the New Testament. However opinions might differ, on one thing all were agreed: the Bath-Qol had come after the voice of prophecy and the Holy Ghost had ceased in Israel,29 and, so to speak, had taken, their place.30 But at the Baptism of Jesus the descent of the Holy Ghost was accompanied by the Voice from Heaven. Even on this ground, therefore, it could not have been the Rabbinic Bath-Qol. But, further, this 'Daughter-Voice' was regarded rather as the echo of, than as the Voice of God itself31 (Toseph. Sanh. xi. 1). The occasions on which this 'Daughter-Voice' was supposed to have been heard are so various and sometimes so shocking, both to common and to moral sense, that a comparison with the Gospels is wholly out of the question. And here it also deserves notice, that references to this Bath-Qol increase the farther we remove from the age of Christ.32

We have reserved to the last the consideration of the statement, that among the Jews the Holy Spirit was presented under the symbol of a dove. It is admitted, that there is no support for this idea either in the Old Testament or in the writings of Philo (Lücke, Evang. Joh. i. pp. 425, 426); that, indeed, such animal symbolism of the Divine is foreign to the Old Testament. But all the more confident appeal is made to Rabbinic writings. The suggestion was, apparently, first made by Wetstein.33 It is dwelt upon with much confidence by Gfrörer34 and others, as evidence of the mythical origin of the Gospels;35 it is repeated by Wünsche, and even reproduced by writers who, had they known the real state of matters, would not have lent their authority to it. Of the two passages by which this strange hypothesis is supported, that in the Targum on Cant. ii. 12 may at once be dismissed, as dating considerably after the close of the Talmud. There remains, therefore, only the one passage in the Talmud,36 which is generally thus quoted: 'The Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters, like a dove.'37 That this quotation is incomplete, omitting the most important part, is only a light charge against it. For, if fully made, it would only the more clearly be seen to be inapplicable. The passage (Chag. 15 a) treats of the supposed distance between 'the upper and the lower waters,' which is stated to amount to only three fingerbreadths. This is proved by a reference to Gen. i. 2, where the Spirit of God is said to brood over the face of the waters, 'just as a dove broodeth over her young without touching them.' It will be noticed, that the comparison is not between the Spirit and the dove, but between the closeness with which a dove broods over her young without touching them, and the supposed proximity of the Spirit to the lower waters without touching them.38 But, if any doubt could still exist, it would be removed by the fact that in a parallel passage,39 the expression used is not 'dove' but 'that bird.' Thus much for this oft-misquoted passage. But we go farther, and assert, that the dove was not the symbol of the Holy Spirit, but that of Israel. As such it is so universally adopted as to have become almost historical.40 If, therefore, Rabbinic illustration of the descent of the Holy Spirit with the visible appearance of a dove must be sought for, it would lie in the acknowledgment of Jesus as the ideal typical Israelite, the Representative of His People. 
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