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I. THE SHACK… B. Ground/ Setting / Dialogue

· Wife, Nan (God = Papa):   Missy murdered on campout w/ Dad.

·  Mack gets note: See U @ shack… Papa.  Trinity & Sophia JUDGE?
Mackenzie: I just don't see how God loved Missy perfectly."

Sophia (Wisdom): "So the judgment continues?" She said with sadness in her voice.

"What am I supposed to think? I just don't understand how God could love Missy & let her go through that horror. She was innocent. She did nothing to deserve that"

"I know."

"Did God use her to punish me for what I did to my father? That isn't fair. She didn't deserve this. Nan didn't deserve this:' Tears down his face.   "I might have, but they didn't:' "

"Is that who your God is, Mackenzie? It is no wonder you are drowning in your sorrow. Papa isn't like that, Mack​enzie. Papa's not punishing you, or Missy, or Nan. This was not his doing."  "But he didn't stop it.’
"No, he didn't. He doesn't stop a lot of things that cause him pain. Your world is severely broken. You demanded your independence, and now you are angry with the one who loved you enough to give it to you. Nothing is as it should be, as Papa desires it to be, and as it will be one day. Right now your world is lost in darkness and chaos, and horrible things happen to those that he is especially fond of."

"Then why doesn't he do something about it?"   "He already has.’
"You mean what Jesus did?"   "Haven't you seen the wounds on Papa too?"
"I didn't understand them. How could he... "

"For love. He chose the way of the cross where mercy triumphs over justice because of love. Would you instead prefer he'd chosen justice for everyone? Do you want justice, Dear Judge'?" and she smiled as she said it.

"No, I don't;' ”Not for me & not for my children... But I still don't understand why Missy had to die"

"She didn't have to, Mackenzie. This was no plan of Papa's. Papa has never needed evil to accomplish his good purpos​es. It is you humans who have embraced evil and Papa has responded with goodness. What happened to Missy was the work of evil and no one in your world is immune from it.'

"But it hurts so much. There must be a better way."

"There is. You just can't see it now. Return from your independence, Mackenzie. Give up being his judge & know Papa for who he is. Then you will be able to embrace his love in the midst of your pain, instead of pushing him away with your self-centered perception of how you think the universe should be. Papa has crawled inside of your world to be with you, to be with Missy. "

"I don't want to be a judge any more. I really do want to trust Papa. But I'll need help."

"Now that sounds like the start of the trip home, Mackenzie. It certainly does"

2. Judging God? Like Mack > "Is that who your God is?”

A. = A struggle 4 all of us. Glad Jesus fought it too!

B. Jesus’ Temps in Wilderness > Israel in Wilderness

C. Israel… in Wilderness:

1. 10 Plagues / Through the Sea > Hungry:

· Ex. 16:2 “All Israel grumbled against Moses & Aaron in the wilderness. Israel said to them, "Would that we’d died by the LORD'S hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."
· Here, at this point in their walk w/ God, God accepts their unfaith.

2. Back to AFTER they Crossed thru Sea, AFTER Manna:
· Ex. 17:1-7 Then all the congregation of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the LORD, & there was no water for the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled w/ Moses & said, "Give us water that we may drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?" 3 But the people thirsted there for water; & they grumbled against Moses & said, "Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us & our children & our livestock with thirst?" So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "What shall I do to this people? A little more & they will stone me." Then the LORD said to Moses, "Pass before the people & take with you some of the elders of Israel; & take in your hand your staff with which you struck the Nile, & go. 6 "Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; & you shall strike the rock, & water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He named the place Massah & Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons of Israel, & because they tested the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us, or not?"
3. Let’s look: Jesus’ 2ndTemp. in Light of Israel’s

A. “Then the devil took Jesus up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple.”

B. “And said to Him, If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down…”
· “Throw Yourself down…” WHY?  What’s the Temptation?
C. “Satan:” For it is written, ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘in their hands they shall bear you up, lest at any time you dash your foot against a stone.’ 
1.  Satan is able to quote Scripture… 

· Cults begin: Bible Study // Golden-tongued Xn Preachers

2. Why would Jesus want to so jump? “IF You’re S.O.G?”

a.  Prove to Himself: Sonship & Father’s Care/Protection

· J.T.B.’s struggle: Prison (Wilderness) > “Is He the Christ?”

b.  Prove 2 Others: Sonship > Immediate following (Spidy!)
3. SO WHY NOT? “At Beginning of Ministry… Make Sure!”
Jesus said to him,

· NASB ‘It is written again, “You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’
· NIV “It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"
· NLT “The Scriptures also say, 'Do not test the Lord your God.' "
4. Why? What’s BIG Deal > Tempt/ Test God?

A. What’s wrong with That? Jesus is Quoting:

1. Deut.6:16:"You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested Him at Massah.
2. In the Context & Shadow of: Deut.6:4-5:
· "Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! "You shall love the Lord your God w/ all your heart & w/ all your soul & w/ all your might
B. Why would Jesus, Israel, U, I: Test/Judge God?

1.  We Test Students/Products Why? ~ Sure>Discover> JUDGE
2. We test God – WHY? Unsure>Discover> JUDGE
· “Lord, I’ll know You’re with me/ love me IF You ________”

3. “Moses named the place Massah and Meribah because they tested the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us, or not?" = Judged Him
4.  I’m calling into ??? God's: Goodness, Love, Faithfulness

5.  I Can’t Love a God I don’t Trust. 

· Henri Nouwen: “My only real temptation is to doubt in your love, to think of myself as beyond the reach of your love, to remove myself from the healing radiance of your love.”  
6.  Will Jesus obey fully the Great Commandment?
7.  TEST… OR TRUST & LOVE? A Major Wilderness Issue

C. Major Issue 4 McKenzie… Jesus… each of Us.

D. C.S. Lewis: Screwtape Letters:
1.  Learning to trust & love God is Wilderness #101!
2.  Screwtape, a senior devil instructs Wormwood an apprentice devil on the ways of the Enemy above (God)

Sooner or later He (Enemy above) withdraws, if not in fact, at least from their conscious experience, all those sup​ports & incentives. He leaves the creature to stand up on its own legs—to carry out from the will alone duties which have lost all relish. It is during such trough periods, much more than during the peak periods, that it is growing into the sort of creature He wants it to be…He wants them to learn to walk & must therefore take away His hand; & if only the will to walk is really there He is pleased even with their stumbles. Do not be deceived, Wormwood. Our cause is never more in danger than when a human, no longer desiring, but still intending, to do our Enemy's will, looks round upon a universe from which every trace of Him seems to have vanished, & asks why he has been forsaken, & still obeys. [= Loving God!]

3.  Jesus, famished from the fast, on that lonely, dangerous, isolated pinnacle, w/ only arch-enemy, Declares 2 him:

“It is also written:

'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.' COMMAND = Sin!
“I don’t need to put My Father to the test.

No matter my circumstance, No matter how close He feels,

My father is always good & 

therefore always worthy of my Trust and Love; never of My Judging.

Satan, here alone w/ U on this pinnacle,

I Choose to Love My Father

With all my Heart, all my Soul & all My Strength

"But it hurts so much. There must be a better way."

WISDOM: "There is. U just can't see it now. Return from UR independence Mackenzie. Give up being his judge & know Papa for who he is. Then you will be able to embrace his love in the midst of your pain, instead of pushing him away with your self-centered perception of how you think the universe should be. Papa has crawled inside of your world to be with you, to be with Missy. "

"I don't want to be a judge any more. I really do want to trust Papa. But I'll need help."
"Now that sounds like the start of the trip home, Mackenzie. It certainly does.
4. Lord’s Supper:

A. How do we KNOW God: Good / Faithful?

1. Rom. 8:31: “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?   HOW DOES HE KNOW THIS???
a. Israel’s struggle: Thirsty

b. Jesus’ (Potential) Struggle: Pinnacle w/ Satan

2. Rom. 8:32: He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?”
B. God: “Go ahead… imagine the greatest test 4 me U can think of… Go ahead! NOW: Put your test next to My Son Dying 4 U on that Cross! 

Notes: Used & Unused

PREFACE

There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors, and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight. 

The commonest question is whether I really "be​lieve in the Devil."

Now, if by_ "the Devil" you mean a power opposite to God and, like God, self-existent from all eternity, the answer is certainly No. There is no uncreated be​ing except God. God has no opposite. No being could attain a "perfect badness" opposite to the perfect goodness of God; for when you have taken away every kind of good thing (intelligence, will, memory, energy, and existence itself) there would be none of him left.

The proper question is whether I believe in devils. I do. That is to say, I believe in angels, and I believe that some of these, by the abuse of their free will, have become enemies to God and, as a corollary, to us. These we may call devils. They do not differ in nature from good angels, but their nature is depraved. Devil is the opposite of angel only as Bad Man is the opposite of Good Man. Satan, the leader or dictator of devils, is the opposite, not of God, but of Michael.

Pastor Mike Breaux tells the following story of when his daughter Jodie answered God's call to go into missions work:

During her junior year of high school, Jodie struggled to find a faith of her own. She wanted to know in her heart that all of what she'd been taught to believe was true and that Jesus Christ was real. Honestly, she was headed down a dark road. But God pursued her down that road. She eventually found a faith of her own, and when she graduated from high school, she said, "I don't think God wants me to go to college right now. I want to take a year to go to Haiti, and I want to serve people in a medical mission down there."

I said, "Are you sure you want to do this? Jodie, it's 3,000 miles away from home. It's AIDS-infested and the poorest country in the western hemisphere. And do you know it's controlled by the voodoo religion?"

"I know all that," she said. "But I feel like God wants me to go and help those people."

I said, "Okay. If that's what you want to do, we'll make it happen."

One of the hardest days of my life was putting my little girl on an airplane and watching it lift off, not knowing whether I'd ever communicate with her again.

One night I got an e-mail from Jodie. She wrote: "Dad, tonight has been the most remarkable night of my life. I got called out to this hut to deliver a baby. Dad, I've only delivered one, and that was with somebody. I'd never done this by myself, but I was the only one around. They called me, and I get to this hut, and there's this naked, screaming lady on the dirt floor. I got a flashlight, and I'm thinking, Here I am, 18-years-old, and I'm in a hut in a third-world country with a naked, screaming, pregnant lady. I have a flashlight, and I don't know what I'm doing—but I'm here. To make matters worse, this lady from the voodoo religion walked into the hut, dressed in her red and blue voodoo garb, and began to chant some voodoo incantation in Creole. She put some kind of oil on the lady's head, and when she started to walk away from me and the woman, she stopped at the woman's belly, put some other kind of salve there, and walked the opposite direction—all while chanting this Creole spell. I didn't know what to do. She stood at the head of this woman and stared a hole through me. When I was getting ready to deliver this baby, I just looked back at her, and I started singing. I knew she didn't understand English, but I just started singing: 'Our God is an awesome God, he reigns from heaven above, with wisdom, power, and love, our God is an awesome God.'"

Jodie said that the voodoo lady became completely unglued. She grabbed all of her stuff and ran out of the hut. Jodie wrote, "That night I knew that that baby was going to be born with the blessing of God and not the curse of Satan." 

As I read Jodie's e-mail, my fatherly side thought, You get on a plane tomorrow! What are you doing in a hut with a voodoo woman in the first place? But then my heart beat so fast for her as her brother in Christ. I thought, Way to go, Jodie! Way to make a difference with your life! Way to stop floating around accidental-like! Way to put your life in the hands of the destiny-maker! Way to make a splash! Who knows who that little baby she delivered that night is going to grow up to touch and who that person is going to touch—all because of one courageous girl who said, "Okay, God, I want to put my life in your hands; I want to make a difference."

O, for a faith that will not shrink, though pressed by every foe,
that will not tremble on the brink of any earthly woe!

That will not murmur nor complain beneath the chastening rod,
but, in the hour of grief or pain, will lean upon its God.

A faith that shines more bright and clear when tempests rage without;
that when in danger knows no fear, in darkness feels no doubt.

A faith that keeps the narrow way till life's last hour is fled,
and with a pure and heavenly ray lights up a dying bed.

Lord, give me such a faith as this, and then, whate'er may come,
I'll taste, even here, the hallowed bliss of an eternal home.

Words: William Bathurst, 1831

Music: St. Leonard Meter: CM

In 2006, the St. Petersburg Times reported the death of a Ukrainian man who was mauled by a lioness at the Kiev Zoo. He encountered the animal on purpose, believing that God would protect him.

A zoo official said the man lowered himself by a rope into a concrete enclosure holding four lions. Shouting, "God will save me, if he exists," the man took off his shoes and strode toward the animals.

One lioness came to meet him. She knocked him down and quickly severed his carotid artery. Zoo officials stated that the incident—which occurred in front of a large crowd—was the first of its kind.

Brittany Tarr, Wheaton, Illinois; source: "Lioness in Zoo Kills Man Who Invoked God," Yahoo! News (6-5-06)


Steve Irwin, known around the world as the "Crocodile Hunter," was killed on September 4, 2006, while filming wildlife along the Great Barrier Reef. His death serves as a lesson on both the consequences of our actions and the tenuous reality of human life.

Irwin was best known for the wildly popular, wildly dangerous antics on "Crocodile Hunter," his long-running television program. During the 14 years that the documentary was on the air, Irwin survived countless snake bites, being chased up a tree by a deadly komodo dragon, being spat in the face by a red spitting cobra, and being pulled into the water by a massive crocodile. At the time of his death, he was in the Great Barrier Reef to film a documentary on the ocean's deadliest creatures.

Ironically, it was one of the ocean's least harmful creatures that delivered Irwin's fatal blow. Due to poor weather, his team had stopped filming for the "Ocean's Deadliest" series, and so Irwin decided to do some work for a children's show that was to be hosted by his 8-year-old daughter, Bindi.

While swimming with his cameraman, he came across a 5-foot-wide stingray and began to follow along behind it. Stingrays are often called the "pussycats of the sea" because of their docile nature. In fact, they can be hand-fed by tourists on excursions from cruise-liners. Unfortunately, Irwin reportedly got a little too close to the animal, which thrust its poisonous, barbed tail upward in a defensive reflex. The 10-inch, serrated barb went into Irwin's chest and pierced his heart.

He was only the 17th person in the world known to have been killed by a stingray. If the blow had struck almost anywhere else, he would have survived easily. He was rushed to the nearest island and picked up by a medical helicopter, but he passed away long before reaching the hospital.

Heb. 3:6-11: 6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end. 7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS, 9 WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED Me BY TESTING Me, AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS.
 10 "THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION, AND SAID, 'THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS'; 11 AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST.'"
As a very little dust will disorder a clock, and the least sand will obscure our sight, so the least grain of sin which is upon the heart will hinder its right motion toward God.

—John Wesley, English theologian and early leader of Methodist movement (1703–1791)

John Wesley, A Plain Account of Christian Perfection 
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b. He called the name of the place Massah and Meribah: God remembered the way Israel tested Him at Massah and Meribah, recalling it in many passages:

·        Deuteronomy 6:16: You shall not tempt the Lord your God as you tempted Him in Massah 

·        Deuteronomy 9:22: at . . . Massah . . . you provoked the Lord to wrath 

·        Deuteronomy 33:8: Your holy one, Whom You tested at Massah, and with whom You contended at the waters of Meribah

c. They tempted the Lord, saying "Is the Lord among us or not?" This attitude among the Israelites was their great sin. In this time of difficulty, the children of Israel - directly or indirectly - doubted the loving presence and care of God among them.

i. Later, when Israel remembered God's provision in the wilderness at the Feast of Tabernacles, they had a specific ceremony where they recalled this miracle of water from a rock. In that exact context, Jesus said: If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. (John 7:37-38)

ii. The living water Jesus spoke of was the Holy Spirit (John 7:39); it is no less miraculous for God to bring the love and power of the Holy Spirit out of our hearts than it is to bring water out of a rock - our hearts can be just as hard!

Vers. 2-7. As there was no water to drink in Rephidim, the people murmured against Moses, for having brought them out of Egypt to perish with thirst in the wilderness. This murmuring Moses called 11 tempting God," i.e. unbelieving doubt in the gracious presence of the Lord to help them (ver. 7). In thin the people manifested not only their ingratitude to Jehovah, who had hitherto interposed so gloriously and miraculously in every time of distress or need, but their distrust in the guidance of Jehovah and the divine mission of Moses, and such impatience of unbelief as threatened to break out into open rebellion against Moses. 11 Yet a little," he said to God (i.e. a very lion, more), 11 and they stone me ;" and the divine long-suffering and grace interposed in this case also, and provided for the want without punishing their murmuring. Moses was to pass mi before the people, and, taking some of the elders with him, and his staff with which he smote the Nile, to go to the rock at Horeb, and 'smite upon the rock with the staff, at the place where God should stand before him, and water would come out of the rock. The elders were to be eye-witnesses of the miracle, that they might bear their testimony to it before the unbelieving people,   Jehovah's standing before Moses upon the rock, signified the gracious assistance of God. Fre​quently denotes the attitude of a servant when standing before his master, to receive and execute his commands. Thus Jeho​vah condescended to come to the help of Moses, and assist His people with His almighty power. His gracious presence caused water to flow out of the hard dry rock, though not till Moses struck it with his staff, that the people might acknowledge him afresh as the possessor of supernatural and miraculous powers. The precise spot at which the water was smitten out of the rock cannot be determined; for there is no reason whatever for fixing upon the summit of the present Horeb, Bas el Sufsafeh, from which you can take in the whole of the plain of er Raliah (Robinson, i. p. 154).—Ver. 7. From this behavior of the un​believing nation the place received the names Massah and Meri​bah, 11 temptation and murmuring," that this sin of the people might never be forgotten (cf. Deut. vi. 16 ; Ps. lxxviii. 20, 95:.8, ).

I BELIEVE IN SATAN'S DOWNFALL

His global strategy

What is the motivation which goads the Tempter into con​tinually seeking the downfall of man? The answer is his ambition. He was created, as we have seen, a creature of immense power, beauty and intelligence. When the recipient of qualities like that sees them as gifts of God, they induce awe, dependence and gratitude. Satan did not see them in that way. They were the basis of his power. All power tends to corrupt, and in Satan's case, it has cor​rupted absolutely. His god is no longer the Lord but him​self. He must replace the Almighty. He must have pride of place. Therefore his aim is to get every man, woman and child in this world to owe him suzerainty.

His success is phenomenal. As we have seen, he is viewed in the Bible as the usurper prince of this world, and there is an important passage in 2 Corinthians 4 which sheds light on his ultimate strategy and present methods.

"If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God." (2 Cor. 4:3ff). Paul is speaking about the problems encountered in his ministry of preaching the gospel. It is hard work. It demands high motivation, holy living, cour​ageous proclamation and dogged persistence. There is a great unseen adversary, Satan. He does not take kindly to seeing his kingdom assailed and his captives released. He is the god of this world. He has, for all practical purposes, taken the place of God in the lives of many people. He does, not require that they should be very evil, very devilish. In fact he does not mind how kind they are, how devoted to philanthropic causes, how well educated or how generous. His great concern is to keep the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ who is the likeness of God, from breaking upon them. The weapon he uses for this purpose, and with devastating effect, is blindness. He blinds the minds of un​believers. They are blind to his machinations. They are blind to their danger. They are blind to the attractiveness of the divine likeness and glory in Jesus. They are not bad men; they simply don't see. And that is precisely the aim of the Tempter.

Imagine the situation behind the Iron Curtain, where the people are subjected all the time to official Soviet propaganda. They will not even see what things are like in a free country, let alone try to escape thither. But when some of them do see, when some of them attempt – and achieve – an escape, then the full wrath of the Soviet government is turned against them. It is a bit like that with Satan. So long as men stay within his realm and do not cross out of it into God's; so long as they believe his propaganda about the dullness of the Christian life and the injustice and meanness of God; so long he is content. But let them once doubt the propaganda, let them begin to be attracted by the glorious image of God in Jesus – then that spells danger. And the murderer of souls pursues them vigorously.

He does everything he can to prevent a man responding to the gospel of Christ. Jesus said as much in the parable of the sower. "The seed is the Word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the Word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved" (Lk. 8:12). He seeks to lure men to destruction and does not mind what inducements he offers them en route. There is a delightful story told of the celebrated eighteenth-century preacher, Rowland Hill. He was walking down the street one day when he saw a drove
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Key Verses

1. “Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, & said to Him, If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down, for it is written, ‘HE SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE OVER YOU,’ AND, ‘IN THEIR HANDS THEY SHALL BEAR YOU UP, LEST AT ANY TIME YOU DASH YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’ Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, YOU SHALL NOT TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GOD.’ ”
2. I Jn. 2:13b-14 …I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.
3. Matthew 22:36-8: 36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' 38 "This is the great and foremost commandment.
4. John 14:34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
5. Jn. 12:31 "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”
6. John 8:44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
7. Math. 13:19 "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart.
8. II Cor. 4:3-4: 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
9. I Pet. 5:8: “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
10. Mk. 3: 22, 27: 22 The scribes… were saying, "He is possessed by Beelzebul," and "He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons… 27 "But no one can enter the strong man's house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house.
11. Eph. 6:11-12 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh & blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
12. Rev. 12:11 "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.
16:2 The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The sons of Israel said to them, "Would that we had died by the LORD'S hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."

Exodus 17:1 Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water that we may drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?" 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said, "Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us & our children and our livestock with thirst?"

Numbers 14:1 Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. 2 All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, "Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 "Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?" 4 So they said to one another, "Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt."

Deut. 7:7 "The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
164 , THE SHACK

"You haven't enjoyed your time with Papa?" she asked surprised.

"No, I love Papa, whoever Papa is. She's amazing, but she's not anything like the God I've known. ""Maybe your understanding of God is wrong" "Maybe. 

I just don't see how God loved Missy perfectly." "So the judgment continues?" she said with a sadness in her voice.

That made Mack pause, but only for a moment. "What am I supposed to think? I just don't understand how God could love Missy and let her go through that horror. She was innocent. She didn't do anything to deserve that"

"I know."

Mack continued on, "Did God use her to punish me for what I did to my father? That isn't fair. She didn't deserve this. Nan didn't deserve this:'   Tears streamed down his face. "I might have, but they didn't:' "

"Is that who your God is, Mackenzie? It is no wonder you are drowning in your sorrow. Papa isn't like that, Mack​enzie. Papa's not punishing you, or Missy, or Nan. This was not his doing"

"But he didn't stop it. '

"No, he didn't. He doesn't stop a lot of things that cause him pain. Your world is severely broken. You demanded your independence, and now you are angry with the one who loved you enough to give it to you. Nothing is as it should be, as Papa desires it to be, and as it will be one day. Right now your world is lost in darkness and chaos, and horrible things happen to those that he is especially fond of."

"Then why doesn't he do something about it?"

"He already has. . ' '

"You mean what Jesus did?"

"Haven't you seen the wounds on Papa too?"

"I didn't understand them. How could he .. "

"For love. He chose the way of the cross where mercy triumphs over justice because of love. Would you instead prefer he'd chosen justice for everyone? Do you want justice, 'Dear Judge'?" and she smiled as she said it.

"No, I don't;' he said as he lowered his head.”Not for me and not for my children"

She waited.

"But I still don't understand why Missy had to die"

"She didn't have to, Mackenzie. This was no plan of Papa's. Papa has never needed evil to accomplish his good purpos​es. It is you humans who have embraced evil and Papa has responded with goodness. What happened to Missy was the work of evil and no one in your world is immune from it'

"But it hurts so much. There must be a better way."

"There is. You just can't see it now. Return from your independence, Mackenzie. Give up being his judge and know Papa for who he is. Then you will be able to embrace his love in the midst of your pain, instead of pushing him away with your self-centered perception of how you think the universe should be. Papa has crawled inside of your world to be with you, to be with Missy. "

Mack stood up from the chair. "I don't want to be a judge any more. I really do want to trust Papa" Unnoticed by Mack, the room lightened yet again as he moved around the table toward the simple chair where it all began. "But I'll need help. "

She reached out and hugged Mack. "Now that sounds like the start of the trip home, Mackenzie. It certainly does"

Faith is not some weak and pitiful emotion, but is strong and vigorous confidence built on the fact that God is holy love. And even though you cannot see Him right now and cannot understand what He is doing, you know Him. Disaster occurs in your life when you lack the mental composure that comes from establishing yourself on the eternal truth that God is holy love. Faith is the supreme effort of your life—throwing yourself with abandon and total confidence upon God. Oswald Chambers

By the test of common sense, Jesus Christ’s statements may seem mad, but when you test them by the trial of faith, your findings will fill your spirit with the awesome fact that they are the very words of God. Trust completely in God, and when He brings you to a new opportunity of adventure, offering it to you, see that you take it. 


We act like pagans in a crisis—only one out of an entire crowd is daring enough to invest his faith in the character of God. Oswald Chambers


Is God good even in the most painful times in life? In his book The Pleasures of God, John Piper shared the following account from the life of 19th century British orphanage founder George Mueller to illustrate his point.


On February 6, 1870, George Mueller's wife, Mary, died of rheumatic fever. They had been married 39 years and four months. He was 64 years old.  Shortly after the funeral he was strong enough to preach a "funeral sermon" as he called it. What text would he choose when God had taken his beloved? He chose Psalm 119:68, "You are good, and do good." His three points were: 




1. The Lord was good, and did good, in giving her to me. 




2. The Lord was good, and did good, in so long leaving her to me. 




3. The Lord was good, and did good, in taking her from me.

Under this third point, he recounts how he prayed for her during her illness:

"Yes, my Father, the times of my darling wife are in Thy hands. Thou wilt do the very best thing for her and for me, whether life or death. If it may be, raise up yet again my precious wife. Thou art able to do it, though she is so ill; but howsoever Thou dealest with me, only help me to continue to be perfectly satisfied with Thy holy will."

For Jesus, the temptations are identified, defined, and defeated through the Word of God.

13. The passage clearly points to the active existence of a supernatural evil personality named Satan.

14. The goals of all temptations are always the same:

a.  To separate us from God and thus break His heart

b. To damage/destroy us: our Kingdom-effectiveness, families, witness, and ministries

15. Satan crafts temptations to hit us at our most vulnerable places.

16. The Ten Commandments help us to recognize many of our temptations; but we are most greatly helped by viewing life-choices in the context of two Great Commandments and the Great Commission. (Math. 22:37-39; Jn. 13:34; I Cor. 13:4-8; Math: 28:18-20)

· The period of forty days and forty nights is a familiar period of testing in the Bible, both in the days of Noah and for Israel in the wilderness. Jesus will succeed where Israel as a nation failed.
· Wesley’s Wilderness State: Lamp & Temptations

· Why these temptations… at this time in His life & Ministry?

Js. 1:13-15: Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
Math. 6:13: And don't let us yield to temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
Math. 26:41"Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Lk. 8:13 "Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.

I Cor. 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

I Tim. 6:9: “But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.
II Pet. 2:9 “then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the Day of Judgment,
Ps. 78:40-1 ”How often they rebelled against Him in the wilderness and grieved Him in the desert! 41 Again and again they tempted God, and pained the Holy One of Israel.

Ps. 78:55 He also drove out the nations before them And apportioned them for an inheritance by measurement, And made the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents. 56 Yet they tempted and rebelled against the Most High God And did not keep His testimonies, 57 But turned back and acted treacherously like their fathers; They turned aside like a treacherous bow.
Ps. 106:11-14 “The waters covered their adversaries; Not one of them was left. 12 Then they believed His words; They sang His praise. 13 They quickly forgot His works; They did not wait for His counsel, 14 But craved intensely in the wilderness, And tempted God in the desert.

Ps. 119:11; 104 “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”  “I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.”
Heb. 2:17-18 “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

Heb. 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
Heb. 11:37-38They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy),
Heb. 3: 16 For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? 17 And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.
Heb. 3:6-19 “But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast. 7 So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the desert, 9 where your fathers tested and tried me and for forty years saw what I did. 10 That is why I was angry with that generation, and I said, 'Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.' 11 So I declared on oath in my anger, 'They shall never enter my rest.'"
 12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first. 15 As has just been said: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion." 16 Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert? 18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.
THE clearest and most important exposition of the Revelation of God in the inspired Book is the Revelation of God

in the renewed man. Every Christian will discover, in proportion to his advances in Divine knowledge, that the very

things which are written in these hallowed pages are written in his own experience. We never fully understand Divine

Truth until we have experienced it. The diamond of Divine promise never glistens so brightly as when it is placed in the

setting of personal trial and experience. And the gold of sacred Truth is not valued until it has been tried “so as by fire.”

Holy Scripture is full of narratives of temptations. Expect, therefore, Christian, that your life will be as abundantly

garnished with them as is a rose with thorns.

Provision is made in the Word of God for the assaults of Satan from all quarters and in all fashions—believe,

therefore, most confidently that the wise provisions of forethought are not made in vain—but will be needed in your

own proper person. You will have to do battle with those spiritual foes which have beset and buffeted other saints in days gone by, and you will be wise to array yourself in those pieces of heavenly armor which proved to be so great a safeguard to them in their seasons of warfare.

This remark, that the Word of God is written out again in the life of the Christian, is emphatically true in that part

of it which concerns the life of Jesus. Every Christian is the image of Christ in proportion as he is a Christian—in

proportion as the Spirit sanctifies us—spirit, soul, and body. As the Spirit makes us like the Master we are conformed to

Him. And this not only in the holiness and spirituality which sanctification produces, but also in our experience of

conflict, sorrow, agony, and triumph. In all points Jesus was made like unto His brethren, and now it remains that in all

things His brethren should be made like He.

The Savior’s public life begins and ends with temptation. It commences in the wilderness in a close contest with

Satanic craft. It ends in Gethsemane in a dreadful affray with the powers of darkness. There are a few bright spots

between, but the gloom of the desert deepens into the midnight darkness of the Cross—as if to show us that we, also,

must begin with trial and must reckon upon ending with it. The victory of our Lord was won upon Golgotha in blood

and wounds amid the blasphemous exultation of His foes—and the victory of the Believer will not be cheaply bought.

Our crown is not to be won without wrestling and overcoming. We must fight if we would reign, and through the same

conflicts which brought the Savior to His crown, must we obtain the palm branch of everlasting victory. Be it so, O

Master! Only let us be prepared for it and by Your Grace may we be strengthened so that we may be more than

conquerors through Him who has loved us.

I shall, this morning, first of all take you, dear Friends, to look at the temptation itself as we have felt it. And then,

secondly, I shall offer a few considerations deduced.

I. First we are to VIEW THE TEMPTATION ITSELF. The landscape is colored by the glass through which the

observer looks—but still the landscape is really seen. And so in giving you, this morning, much of that which I have

myself been made to endure, I may color our Lord’s trial—but you will see it notwithstanding—and the Holy Spirit will

show you what is really of Jesus, and what is only mine.

Our trials are sent us on purpose to make us comprehend our Lord’s trials and especially is it so with ministers of the Gospel. Martin Luther was a mighty master in the art of consolation because there was scarcely a temptation, except that of covetousness, which he had not experienced. Melanchthon bears witness of Luther that he was sometimes so tempted of the devil that he appeared to be at the point of death—the sap and strength of his life seemed to be dried up—and his soul was full of heaviness. After such seasons he would so preach that each of his hearers thought that he was speaking concerning him alone and wondered from where his knowledge was derived. He learned the art of spiritual navigation from having himself done business upon deep waters of spiritual tribulation. Luther’s remark stands true that prayer, meditation, and temptation are the three best instructors of the Gospel minister—and since I have been much of late in the last school—I cannot do other than use what I have learned.

Now it may be while I am describing this temptation of our Lord, or rather our own temptations as they are

conformed to the temptations of Jesus, that I may meet the peculiar case of some troubled one who has been long in doubt

and darkness and who may, today, find light and peace. If it is so, the Spirit of God shall be glorified and it shall be to me

a sweet recompense for those gloomy hours through which I have lately groped my way.

I first call your attention to the place of this temptation. “Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, and set Him

on the pinnacle of the temple.” It was a high place and a holy place, hence a double danger. It was a high place—the

temptation could not have acted upon the Savior had He been sitting in the desert or kneeling in the garden—but aloft,

above the city, on the towering pinnacle the foothold was slender, and the fall would have been terrible. Beneath Him lay

a wondrous panorama—the courts of the Lord’s House, the streets of the city, the towns and villages of Judea—and the

broad acres of Immanuel’s land.  

Little, however, would He care for all these, for His thoughts were concentrated upon the combat within. Yet the

widened prospect must have added to the sense of elevation and so have aided the temptation. Brethren, it is very hard to

stand in high places. Those of you who are in humble positions of society may be very grateful for the safety which

usually grows out of lowliness. No doubt you envy those who are more known and more wealthy, but if you knew all,

instead of envying them you would thank God for the lot which is meted out to you.

I would be afraid to exchange my temptations with any other man and yet I know my own to be full more than I

should be able to sustain were it not for the Grace of God and the promise, “My grace is sufficient for you.” It is hard to

carry a full cup without spilling some of the contents—when half full you may carry it more carelessly without a slip—

but when the golden chalice is full to the brim, beware, you cup-bearer of the King! You may walk along the plain, no,

you may leap like the children at their play! You may sport at random where you will, but up along yon narrow knifelike

ridge where awful precipices descend on either side, take care, O Traveler, for one slip may be fatal.

Look beneath you through the grim mist which hides the depths below, and be deeply grateful for the invisible and

Omnipotent hand which has sustained you until now. The remark as to high places does not merely apply to really high

places of wealth, or influence, or fame, but to places high for us—comparatively high places of enjoyment and

satisfaction. Nor must I exclude holy places from the remark. The mountain may be Tabor, but it is still a mountain. If

you are called to the elevated position of one who dwells in rapt fellowship with Christ, there are temptations peculiar

even to that happy state of mind.

The pinnacle is none the less a pinnacle because it happens to be the pinnacle of the temple. No, let me here note that it is even more dangerous. The place was not only high but holy. Note how that is marked in the text. He took Him to the holy city and to the pinnacle of the temple—two words—as if to bring up vividly before the reader’s mind the sanctity of the position. To stand in a high place, my Brethren, in God’s House is very desirable and very honorable, but oh, it is both responsible and perilous! Let those beware whom God exalts in Israel! He of whom it is written that it were better

for that man that he had never been born was no less than an Apostle. He who kept the bag and was the intimate friend of

Christ is that man whose damnation surpasses all others in its flaming terrors.

It is a very delightful thing, no doubt, to minister to a large congregation, and to be pastor of a numerous flock. It is

a very good degree to earn to be an officer of the Christian Church. It is no small privilege to be permitted by the pen or

by the tongue to edify multitudes of saints. But alas, the high places, even of God’s temple, are dizzy places! And lofty

positions in the Church are sites where temptations attack us which would be unknown to us if in the humble obscurity of

a retiring piety we were to lie down in green pastures and feed beside the still waters. After all, if I might be allowed to

envy anybody it would be the position of John Bunyan’s Shepherd, singing as he feeds his flock in the valley—

“He that is down need fear no fall,

He that is low no pride.

He that is humble ever shall

Have God to be his guide.”

What do you think, Brethren, were the temptations which came upon the Savior on account of His position on the

high and holy place? We frequently forget, when we are speaking of the Savior, that He was most truly Man. He was

Divine without mitigation of the royalty and splendor of Deity—but He was Man—altogether such as we are, so that

He felt as you and I would have felt in a similar condition. How, then, did He feel? Did He not tremble with fear of

falling? Standing there and looking down, I believe the natural fear came over Him that He must fall, and that falling He

would stain the battlements of the consecrated place and crimson the House of God with His own blood!

You will think me singular in imagining that the Savior could be the subject of such feelings, but was He not a Man,

and what man would feel otherwise? It is natural that a shivering emotion of dread should creep over anyone standing in

so lofty and unprotected a position! Now this is a temptation—a temptation to which God’s servants who are put upon

the pinnacle of the temple will find themselves frequently subject. But is it a fault to be afraid of falling? Yes. No. It is no

fault to be afraid of falling, else the Savior would not have felt it—He was holy and consequently no sinful emotion could

cross His breast.

But there is a something growing out of the fear of falling which is very faulty, namely, the temptation to do

something desperate in order to escape from the position which is so full of peril. It is right for me to be afraid of falling

into sin—it is not right for me either to mistrust God’s Grace, which will sustain me—or to run to foolish means in

order to escape from the particular peril in which I happen to be involved. Jesus did not doubt His Father’s care—He

could not, for He was perfect. But He did tremble because of the danger in which He was placed. He must have done so

because He was a man of like passions like ourselves.

Now, Brethren, may I picture some of you lifted up to such a position? Either in wealth, or in honor, or in

communion, or in some way you are lifted up into a sphere of danger and you begin to say to yourself, “Suppose I should

fall! Oh, suppose I should disgrace my profession and bring dishonor upon the cause of Christ? What if my foot should

slip and I should defile the Church of God with the blood of my eternal ruin and of my present disgrace?” I can

understand that thought crossing your mind without any sin being involved in it—no, with even a good resolve

springing from it—namely, to walk humbly with your God.

But I can suppose it to be the fulcrum upon which Satan may plant his lever and begin to work so as to bring you

into a very sadly weakened and wretched state of mind. Oh Brethren, when I see others falling from their pinnacles! When

I feel my own head grow dizzy! When I look down and see the ruin that must come upon every man who apostatizes from

the faith! When I look up and see the holiness of God and then look down and feel the attractions of the world enticing

and drawing me down to destruction I can but tremble! I cannot do otherwise, and I cannot understand the man who

would not!

If you are placed in such a position you must feel it—it is not possible for you to escape from the fear lest, after all,

after having been honored and favored you should become a castaway. This seems to me to be the reason why the devil

put our Lord on the pinnacle of the temple. The first effort of the devil was to sap the foundations of the Savior’s

strength with a doubt. The devil whispers to Him, “If—if You are the Son of God.” Faith is the Christian’s strength. He

who doubts not, staggers not. Unbelief is the source of our chief weakness. As soon as we begin to distrust, our feet begin

to slide. Hence, Satan, knowing this, injects that cruel and wicked suspicion, “If—if you are the Son of God.”

Notice the point of attack—it was our Lord’s Son-ship. Satan knows that if he can make any of us doubt our

interest in the Father’s love—doubt our regeneration and adoption—then he will have us very much in his power. How

can I pray, “Our Father which are in Heaven,” if I do not know Him to be my Father? If the dark suspicion crosses my

mind that I am no child of His, I cannot say with the prodigal, “I will arise and go unto my Father,” for I do not know

that I have a Father to go to! Having a Father, I feel sure that He will pity my infirmities, that He will feel for my needs,

redress my wrongs, protect me in the hour of danger and succor me in the moment of peril.

But if—if I have no Father in Heaven. If I am not His child, then, miserable orphan! What shall I do—where shall I flee? Standing on a pinnacle as God’s child I shall stand there erect, though every wind should seek to whirl me from my foothold. But if He is not my Father and I am upon a pinnacle, then my destruction is inevitable and my ruin will be swift

and total. “If you are the Son of God.”

Oh, dear Friends, beware of unbelief! Those who justify unbelief hold a candle to the devil. I cannot suppose myself doing better service to an ill cause than by excusing you in your unbelief of God, or excusing myself in it. God is

faithful—why do we doubt Him? God is true—how can we suppose that He will be false? That we are His children is

also true if we have believed in Jesus. If, having nothing, I have cast myself at the foot of the Cross. If, all guilty and

defiled, I have seen in Jesus Christ all that my soul can need—then I am one with Jesus and a joint heir with Him. I must

be the child of God because I am one with Christ Jesus, His only begotten and His well-beloved!

Dear Brethren, let me exhort and stir you all up to seek after the full assurance of your son-ship with God the

Father! Give no sleep to your eyes, nor slumber to your eyelids unless you know that you are in the Divine family!

Remember that doubts here are perilous to the last degree and most of all perilous to those of you who stand upon the

pinnacle! Let those doubt who are in the valley and they bring themselves sorrow—but those on the mountain must not

doubt, for it is by faith alone that they can stand—and where to slip will be so destructive they must take care that their

faith is firm and strong.

Thus, you see, the Savior was first assailed with a malicious and cruel insinuation of doubt. The cunning Tempter has paved the way for the Satanic suggestion, “Cast Yourself down.” That advice looks like the most absurd thing that could be suggested. He is afraid of falling, and is therefore bid to throw Himself down? Ah, but if you do not understand this it is because you are not acquainted with Satanic machinery! The human mind oscillates very strangely. Though at first it

may be driven by main force from left to right, it naturally swings to the left again, returning by sheer necessity to the

same point. There have been persons who have starved themselves to death from the fear of being poor and destitute—

and have brought on disease by fearing disease!

There have been instances of persons who have sought to destroy themselves when condemned because they dreaded being hanged! What escape from death suicide can offer, it is hard to say, but some have tried it. In a position where I cannot stand, the natural thing is to throw myself down directly. You are afraid, as you stand on the brink of the cliff,

afraid that you may fall over, and all the while a mad inclination to fall over may steal over you. It is strange, but then we

are strange creatures. Though it looks to you as if it would be a very unlikely temptation to a man afraid of falling to say,

“Cast yourself down,” it is not unnatural! It is consistent with the well-known laws of consciousness that we are often

tempted to do the very thing which we are afraid of doing, and to do it in order to escape from it. Cast yourself down,

lest you should fall.

Let me show you the shapes in which this temptation has come to some of us. The minister of Christ is placed in a

position where his labors and his troubles are incessant. He is afraid, with so much to do and such delicate things to

handle, that he may make a mistake and injure the Church which he designs to bless. The dark suggestion crosses his

mind, “Give it up! Leave the work,” that is to say, do the worst mischief that you can do to the Church in order to

prevent your doing it any mischief!

The same thing happens in business. You have been toiling hard to pay every man his own, to provide things honest in the sight of all men. You have been able to do it until now, but things are, at this moment, very unpropitious. Satan

has whispered to many a tradesman, “Throw it up! Get out of it! Go somewhere else! Leave it, and flee the country.”

Take another case. You are a Christian and you wish to be an honor to the Christian Church. But you live in a family

where there is everything uncongenial to your piety. You can scarcely get alone to pray. You certainly never hear a good

word from any others of the circle. You have been fighting for God until now and the enemy is at this moment saying,

“Do not try it any longer! Renounce your profession! Give it all up—go back to the world again!”

In other words, in order that you may not dishonor Christ you are tempted to dishonor Him—and for fear lest you

should fall, the whisper is, “Fall at once.” It is strange, but strangely true! I thank God for the story of Jonah! That

miserable, morose old Prophet has ever been a warning to some of us. When God said to Jonah, “Go to Nineveh and

preach!” “No,” thought Jonah, “I cannot do it. How can I go and preach to such a city? It will not be to my honor.” So

away he goes to Tarshish. He little knew that in trying to avoid trouble he was running into it!

So it is also with us. You want to go to Tarshish to get away from Babylon, that is, you run into the depths of the sea to escape the rivers! You run into the fire to escape from the frying pan! Should I happen to be addressing a Christian

who is passing through this terrible, severe, and fiery ordeal, I would point him to the Savior standing on the pinnacle of

the temple, with the suggestion, “Cast Yourself down,” and bid him imitate Him in standing fast and firm against the

desperate foe. “Stand fast in the Lord, and having done all, still stand.”

The suggestion to cast Himself down was next backed up by a text of Scripture—wicked advice sustained by a foolish argument. “Throw Yourself down because He has given His angels charge over You, to keep You.” You notice he knocks out the words, “in all your ways,” which limits the protection promised. The Lord never promises to keep us in ways of

our own choosing! If we go into By-Path Meadow, we go there without a guarantee of Divine protection, for the Word

has it, “in all your ways.” Every duty that is required of us, and every path that is mapped out by Providence shall have

Divine protection accorded to its travelers. But if we go our own road we have no promise that we shall be cared for.

When the devil takes something away from a text, he generally puts something of his own in its place. He therefore

added these words, “lest at any time.” His object was to make the text more general than it was—to take away its

specialties, to break down its hedges, and to remove its landmarks. And so he says, “to keep You, lest at any time You dash Your foot against a stone.” Old Master Trapp has well observed that in his day the king was bound to protect

travelers on the king’s highway between certain hours, “but,” said he, “he did not promise to protect them out of the

king’s highway, nor did he promise to protect them in it if they traveled at all hours, for instance, at the dead of night.”

So we have a promise that along the King’s highway to Heaven no lion shall be there, neither shall any ravenous

beast go up from it, but the redeemed shall be found there. But if I strike off a path into the wilderness, or go away into

the jungle of my own superstition and my own folly, I cannot expect protection. And if I begin to travel at any time,

choosing my own times instead of waiting for the pillar of cloud, then I am not under the Divine protection, nor can I

expect it.

Does the text, as you find it in the ninety-first Psalm, give you any reason to believe that if you throw yourself down

from the pinnacle God would bring you to the bottom safely? Certainly not! A fair reading of it only shows that God will

keep us in the path of duty. And so, dear Friends, let us, when Satan tells us a Christian is all right and always safe, go

where he may—let us respond to that, that it is true the Christian is safe in the way of duty, and will be kept in the path

of God’s commands—but he that presumptuously runs in the teeth of God’s will, and disobeys the Most High must look

to it lest a lion tear him in pieces!

Brethren, it is a precious doctrine that the saints are safe! But it is a damnable inference from it that, therefore, they

may live as they like! It is a glorious Truth that God will keep His people, but it is an abominable falsehood that sin will do them no harm. Remember that God gives us liberty, not license. And while He gives us protection He will not allow us

presumption. I knew a person once when I was a child—I remember seeing him go into a country wake in a little village

where I lived, though he was a professed Christian—going to spend the evening in a dancing booth. And with others he

was drinking as other men did. And when I, in my warm zeal, said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” his reply

was, “I am a child of God and I can go where I like and yet be safe.”

And though for the moment I knew not what text to quote to answer him, yet my soul revolted from the man ever

afterwards—for I felt that no child of God would ever be so wicked as to take poison in the faith that his Father would

give him the antidote—or thrust himself into the fire in the hope that he should not be burned. If God sends me trouble

He will yield me deliverance from it—but if I make trouble myself I must bear it. If Providence permits the devil to set me

upon a pinnacle, even then God will help me. But if I throw myself down and go in the very teeth of Providence, then woe

unto me, for I give proof by my presumption that the Grace of God is not in me at all!

Yet the temptation is not uncommon. Do such-and-such a thing—your eternal interests are safe, therefore shun

God’s service, throw up the reins—and let the horses go as they will! God will guide them! Do not touch the tiller, the

God of the wind will manage the vessel! Do not put your shoulder to the wheel at all but cry out to God to help you—

and sit down and be lazy. That is the devil’s talk and our poor silly distracted minds too readily drink it in! But if God

gives us Divine Grace, we shall say, “God helps those who help themselves. God works for those that work for Him, and

in the name of God I set up my banner. Wherever He will call me I will go, though it be through floods and flames. And if

He sets me upon the pinnacle of the temple, I will do nothing but stand there till He takes me down. But as to throwing myself down in order to escape, O my Father, my God, by the love You bear me, help me to wrestle with this temptation and make me more than a conqueror through Your dear Son.”

Only one thing more remains to be spoken of while upon the text itself, and that is the answer which the Savior gave. He said, “It is written, You shall not tempt the Lord your God.” I noticed, when I was carefully reading this verse over

and thinking of it, that Jesus met a promise misused with a precept properly applied. At that moment the precept was

worth more to Christ than the promise. Beloved, there are certain people who love the promise part of God’s Word, but

cannot bear the precept. We have men among us, who, when the minister preaches upon a sweet text, are greatly

delighted! That is savory meat such as their soul loves! But if the pastor expounds a precept of God’s Word, they turn

upon their heel superciliously and say, “He is a legal preacher.”

It is not safe to pick and choose in the matters of Divine Truth! All hail, you fair promises! You meet me as the angels met Jacob at Mahanaim! But all hail, fair precepts! You meet me as Nathan met David and rebuke me for my sins! You, also, are my friends and I salute you and am glad to bear your company. Brethren, we cannot do without a promise,

precept, exhortation, and rebuke. The compound of the Scripture, like the powders of the merchants for sweetness and

excellence, must not be injured by being robbed of one single ingredient. Love the precept, I pray you. Be of the mind of

David who wrote the whole of the one hundredth and nineteenth Psalm—not so much in praise of the promises as in

praise of the statutes and the Laws of God as he found them given in that part of the Old Testament which it was his

privilege to read.

Sometimes a precept is the necessary counteracting principle to guard us from the perversion of a promise. Promises alone are like candy given to children, which, when too profusely eaten, bring on sickness. But the precept comes in as a healthy tonic so that you may feed upon the promise without injury. Brethren, is there one of you who is so false and

faithless as to desire to shun God’s service and God’s love? Hear this—“You shall not tempt the Lord your God.” You

do so—you tempt God—you tempt Him to sanction your sin when you use wrong means in order to escape from

danger. A Christian man in business who is going to stoop to a transaction that is not altogether clean in order to escape

from his present dilemma is tempting God, for he asks God to help him and then uses evil tools to effect escape!

Will you tempt God to assist you in defrauding your neighbor? Dare you ask God to aid you in doing what is not

strictly upright? Do not dare to do this! “You shall not tempt the Lord your God.” The Christian worker who dares to

run away from work and says, “God will take care of me”—what is he doing? He is asking God one of two things—

either to destroy him, which God will not do, for He is a faithful God. Or he is tempting Him to uphold him and comfort

him when he is not in the path of duty—which it would be wrong for God to do since He cannot give the sweetness of His

comfort and the joy of His countenance to a man who would thereby be countenanced and encouraged in sin.

Beware of provoking God to jealousy! Let your walk be such that the Lord may be honored by it and may look down

with complacency upon you. Do not run to such shifts as would involve your asking God to assist you in a wrong thing

in order to effect your deliverance. Though there are great depths beneath you, you cannot fall while He upholds.

Though others are dashed in pieces and you can hear the crash of their fearful fall, yet he upholds the righteous. Though

your own brain turns giddy and you are ready to slip from your foothold, yet the eternal God is your refuge and

underneath you are the everlasting arms!

Your extremity of weakness shall be the opportunity of His power. And when you fall back faint and ready to die,

then it is that the angelic wings shall be of service and the cherub-helpers shall bear you up in their arms, lest you dash

your foot against a stone! Only be very courageous and confident, and say unto the Fiend of Hell, “Get away from me,

for the God who allowed me to be placed here never did forsake me and never will! And while He is for me I will not

fear.” What may occur is no business of mine, it rests with Him. It is mine to stand in the path of duty, for thus I shall be

in the place of safety.

II. I have said much upon the temptation itself, and now in closing I wish to offer A FEW CONSIDERATIONS

DEDUCED FROM THE WHOLE. The first is this—it is a commonplace thought, but it has tasted like nectar to my

weary heart—Jesus was tempted as I am. You have heard that Truth of God a thousand times—have you grasped it? He

was not exempted from any of the sinful temptations which occur to us! He was tempted to the very same sins into which

we fall!

Do not dissociate Jesus from yourself. It is a dark room which you are going through, but Jesus went through it

before. It is a sharp fight which you are waging, but Jesus has stood foot to foot with the same enemy! It was a great

encouragement to the Macedonians in their weary marches when they saw Alexander toiling always with them. Had

Alexander always been riding on Bucephalus when the rest of them were marching, they would have grown weary. But

Alexander marched like a common soldier. And when water was scarce Alexander thirsted with them, and refused to

drink of the little water which was reserved as a royal luxury. “No,” he said, “I will suffer with my men.”

They won their battles and they drove the Persian rabble before them as lions drive a herd of sheep, principally

through the personal prowess of Alexander. First to leap into the ditch, first to cross the river or scale the rampart,

always adventuring himself for death or glory—every man grew into a hero at the sight of the hero! Let it be so with

followers of Jesus! He stays not in the pavilion when His children are in conflict. He robes not Himself in scarlet apparel

like a king at his ease—but He buckles on His armor and puts on His helmet—and above the cry of them that contend

for mastery may be heard His cry, “I have trod down strength.”

Jesus goes so far into the fight that He advances beyond the front rank, and can say, “I have trod the winepress alone, and of the people there was none with Me.” Oh Brothers and Sisters! Let us be of good cheer! Christ has trod the way

before us and the bloody footprints of the King of Glory may be seen along the road which we traverse at this hour!

There is something yet sweeter—Jesus was tempted, but Jesus never sinned! Then, my Soul, it is not necessary for you to

sin, for Jesus was a Man—and if one Man endured these temptations and sinned not—then by the same Grace another

may do so!

I know it seems to some of you beginners in the Divine life that you cannot be tempted without sinning, but believe

me, this is not only possible, but I hope attainable by you. A man may be tempted to run away from the service of God,

but he may hate the temptation and then there is no sin in it to him. If I should meet a thief on the road today who should

ask me to break into a person’s house, I should at once condemn the suggestion—do you think I should sin because I

happened to be tempted in that way? Not at all! The sin would lay with the tempter, not with the tempted person who

instantaneously rejected the suggestion.

If I were to dally with the thief and say, “How much is to be gained by it? What are your plans? I will go with you if

so-and-so,” then I sin. But if I say at once, “How dare you come to me with such a temptation? I loath it,” then I should

commit no sin. Often God’s servants, in their worst and most bitter temptations, are, to a great extent, free from sin and

are to be pitied—not to be blamed. John Bunyan has a famous picture of Christian going through the Valley of the

Shadow of Death. When the fiends whispered temptations in his ears, “So,” said he, “I did verily think that these were in

my own heart,” whereas they were only temptations of the devil, and not his own. And because he hated them there was

no sin in them—to him I mean. Of course there was sin to the person who made the suggestion, but not to the person

suffering it, inasmuch as he stopped his ears against it and refused to touch it.

Now, Christian, in this you may be encouraged, that you may go through the fiercest possible temptation heated

seven times hotter, like Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace, and yet the fire may not injure you but you may come out with not so

much as the smell of fire upon you though you have trod in the midst of the glowing coals!

The third thing which comforts us, is this—Jesus not only did not fall, but He gloriously triumphed! Satan received

a desperate fall and a deep discouragement as the result of this conflict, and as Jesus overcame, so may we. Jesus is the

representative Man for His people. The Head has triumphed and the members share in the victory. While a man’s head is

above the water you cannot drown his body. The head is above the great floodwaters of temptation, and we, who are the

lower members, are not drowned, nor shall we be! We shall wade through the swelling current and land safely upon

Canaan’s side. “They feared as they entered into the cloud,” it is said of the disciples on the Mount, but their Master was

with them there and therefore their fears were frivolous.

We, too, are fearing because we have entered the cloud or are in the midst of it. But our fears are needless and vain, for Christ is with us, armed for our defense! Brothers and Sisters, our place of safety is the bosom of the Savior! Perhaps we are tempted just now in order to drive us nearer to Him. Blessed be any wind that blows me into the port of my

Savior’s love! Happy, happy, happy wounds which make me seek the beloved Physician! Yes, blessed Death, which with

black wings shall bear me up to my Savior’s Throne! Anything is good that brings us to Christ—anything is mischievous

that parts us from Him. Come, you Tempted, wherever you wander! Come to your tempted Savior! Come, you cast-down

and troubled ones, however much dismayed, come to Him—

“Though now He reigns exalted high His love is still as great.”

He forgets not the temptations through which He passed, and He is ready to succor and to help you in the same.

Ah, but there are some here who do not know Him—some who say, “We do not understand this sermon, for we

never feel such temptations.” I can understand why not. You see, you have no spiritual life. The tree planted by the river

feels not the chill which breeds in the marsh and lurks in the swamp. But put a man there and before long you will see him

shivering from head to foot! And the carnal mind, dead in sin, knows not the fog of temptation which lurks around him!

But oh, if you were alive unto God your struggle would begin and you would cry to the strong for help! My advice to you

is that which I gave to the Christian just now—the Believer must go to Christ for help—and so must you.

There is balm in Gilead! There is a Physician there! Sinner, if you look to Christ you shall live! Though you stand

today upon the pinnacle—for life is such—though death is your dreadful fate and the fiery lake is your everlasting

portion, presume not! Dash not yourself further into sin! Plunge not into ruin but lift your eyes upwards and say, “My

God, my Father, help me! God the Son who did redeem with precious blood, wash me from my sin! Spirit of the living God renew me in heart and life,” and it shall be done, for, “he that asks, receives, he that seeks, finds, and to him that

knocks it shall be opened.” “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.”
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Article 1. Whether the temptation of God consists in certain deeds, wherein the expected result is ascribed to the power of God alone?

Objection 1. It would seem that the temptation of God does not consist in certain deeds wherein the result is expected from the power of God alone. Just as God is tempted by man so is man tempted by God, man, and demons. 

But when man is tempted the result is not always expected from his power. Therefore neither is God tempted when the result is expected from His power alone. 

Objection 2. Further, all those who work miracles by invoking the divine name look for an effect due to God's power alone. Therefore, if the temptation of God consisted in such like deeds, all who work miracles would tempt God. 

Objection 3. Further, it seems to belong to man's perfection that he should put aside human aids and put his hope in God alone. Hence Ambrose, commenting on Luke 9:3, "Take nothing for your journey," etc. says: "The Gospel precept points out what is required of him that announces the kingdom of God, namely, that he should not depend on worldly assistance, and that, taking assurance from his faith, he should hold himself to be the more able to provide for himself, the less he seeks these things." And the Blessed Agatha said: "I have never treated my body with bodily medicine, I have my Lord Jesus Christ, Who restores all things by His mere word." [Office of St. Agatha, eighth Responsory (Dominican Breviary).] But the temptation of God does not consist in anything pertaining to perfection. Therefore the temptation of God does not consist in such like deeds, wherein the help of God alone is expected. 

On the contrary, Augustine says (Contra Faust. xxii, 36): "Christ who gave proof of God's power by teaching and reproving openly, yet not allowing the rage of His enemies to prevail against Him, nevertheless by fleeing and hiding, instructed human weakness, lest it should dare to tempt God when it has to strive to escape from that which it needs to avoid." From this it would seem that the temptation of God consists in omitting to do what one can in order to escape from danger, and relying on the assistance of God alone. 

I answer that, Properly speaking, to tempt is to test the person tempted. Now we put a person to the test by words or by deeds. By words, that we may find out whether he knows what we ask, or whether he can and will grant it: by deeds, when, by what we do, we probe another's prudence, will or power. Either of these may happen in two ways. First, openly, as when one declares oneself a tempter: thus Samson (Judges 14:12) proposed a riddle to the Philistines in order to tempt them. On the second place it may be done with cunning and by stealth, as the Pharisees tempted Christ, as we read in Matthew 22:15, sqq. Again this is sometimes done explicitly, as when anyone intends, by word or deed, to put some person to the test; and sometimes implicitly, when, to wit, though he does not intend to test a person, yet that which he does or says can seemingly have no other purpose than putting him to a test. 

Accordingly, man tempts God sometimes by words, sometimes by deeds. Now we speak with God in words when we pray. Hence a man tempts God explicitly in his prayers when he asks something of God with the intention of probing God's knowledge, power or will. He tempts God explicitly by deeds when he intends, by whatever he does, to experiment on God's power, good will or wisdom. But He will tempt God implicitly, if, though he does not intend to make an experiment on God, yet he asks for or does something which has no other use than to prove God's power, goodness or knowledge. Thus when a man wishes his horse to gallop in order to escape from the enemy, this is not giving the horse a trial: but if he make the horse gallop with out any useful purpose, it seems to be nothing else than a trial of the horse's speed; and the same applies to all other things. Accordingly when a man in his prayers or deeds entrusts himself to the divine assistance for some urgent or useful motive, this is not to tempt God: for it is written (2 Chronicles 20:12): "As we know not what to do, we can only turn our eyes to Thee." But if this be done without any useful or urgent motive, this is to tempt God implicitly. Wherefore a gloss on Deuteronomy 6:16, "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God," says: "A man tempts God, if having the means at hand, without reason he chooses a dangerous course, trying whether he can be delivered by God." 

Reply to Objection 1. Man also is sometimes tempted by means of deeds, to test his ability or knowledge or will to uphold or oppose those same deeds. 

Reply to Objection 2. When saints work miracles by their prayers, they are moved by a motive of necessity or usefulness to ask for that which is an effect of the divine power. 

Reply to Objection 3. The preachers of God's kingdom dispense with temporal aids, so as to be freer to give their time to the word of God: wherefore if they depend on God alone, it does not follow that they tempt God. But if they were to neglect human assistance without any useful or urgent motive, they would be tempting God. Hence Augustine (Contra Faust. xxii, 36) says that "Paul fled, not through ceasing to believe in God, but lest he should tempt God, were he not to flee when he had the means of flight." The Blessed Agatha had experience of God's kindness towards her, so that either she did not suffer such sickness as required bodily medicine, or else she felt herself suddenly cured by God. 

Article 2. Whether it is a sin to tempt God?

Objection 1. It would seem that it is not a sin to tempt God. For God has not commanded sin. Yet He has commanded men to try, which is the same as to tempt, Him: for it is written (Malachi 3:10): "Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in My house; and try Me in this, saith the Lord, if I open not unto you the flood-gates of heaven." Therefore it seems not to be a sin to tempt God. 

Objection 2. Further, a man is tempted not only in order to test his knowledge and his power, but also to try his goodness or his will. Now it is lawful to test the divine goodness or will, for it is written (Psalm 33:9): "O taste and see that the Lord is sweet," and (Romans 12:2): "That you may prove what is the good, and the acceptable, and the perfect will of God." Therefore it is not a sin to tempt God. 

Objection 3. Further, Scripture never blames a man for ceasing from sin, but rather for committing a sin. Now Achaz is blamed because when the Lord said: "Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God," he replied: "I will not ask, and I will not tempt the Lord," and then it was said to him: "Is it a small thing for you to be grievous to men, that you are grievous to my God also?" (Isaiah 7:11-13). And we read of Abraham (Genesis 15:8) that he said to the Lord: "Whereby may I know that I shall possess it?" namely, the land which God had promised him. Again Gedeon asked God for a sign of the victory promised to him (Judges 6:36, sqq.). Yet they were not blamed for so doing. Therefore it is not a sin to tempt God. 

On the contrary, It is forbidden in God's Law, for it is written (Deuteronomy 6:10): "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." 

I answer that, As stated above (Article 1), to tempt a person is to put him to a test. Now one never tests that of which one is certain. Wherefore all temptation proceeds from some ignorance or doubt, either in the tempter (as when one tests a thing in order to know its qualities), or in others (as when one tests a thing in order to prove it to others), and in this latter way God is said to tempt us. Now it is a sin to be ignorant of or to doubt that which pertains to God's perfection. Wherefore it is evident that it is a sin to tempt God in order that the tempter himself may know God's power. 

On the other hand, if one were to test that which pertains to the divine perfection, not in order to know it oneself, but to prove it to others: this is not tempting God, provided there be just motive of urgency, or a pious motive of usefulness, and other requisite conditions. For thus did the apostles ask the Lord that signs might be wrought in the name of Jesus Christ, as related in Acts 4:30, in order, to wit, that Christ's power might be made manifest to unbelievers. 

Reply to Objection 1. The paying of tithes was prescribed in the Law, as stated above (Question 87, Article 1). Hence there was a motive of urgency to pay it, through the obligation of the Law, and also a motive of usefulness, as stated in the text quoted--"that there may be meat in God's house": wherefore they did not tempt God by paying tithes. The words that follow, "and try Me," are not to be understood causally, as though they had to pay tithes in order to try if "God would open the flood-gates of heaven," but consecutively, because, to wit, if they paid tithes, they would prove by experience the favors which God would shower upon them. 

Reply to Objection 2. There is a twofold knowledge of God's goodness or will. One is speculative and as to this it is not lawful to doubt or to prove whether God's will be good, or whether God is sweet. The other knowledge of God's will or goodness is effective or experimental and thereby a man experiences in himself the taste of God's sweetness, and complacency in God's will, as Dionysius says of Hierotheos (Div. Nom. ii) that "he learnt divine thing through experience of them." It is in this way that we are told to prove God's will, and to taste His sweetness. 

Reply to Objection 3. God wished to give a sign to Achaz, not for him alone, but for the instruction of the whole people. Hence he was reproved because, by refusing to ask a sign, he was an obstacle to the common welfare. Nor would he havetempted God by asking, both because he would have asked through God commanding him to do so, and because it was a matter relating to the common good. Abraham asked for a sign through the divine instinct, and so he did not sin. Gedeon seems to have asked a sign through weakness of faith, wherefore he is not to be excused from sin, as a gloss observes: just as Zachary sinned in saying to the angel (Luke 1:18): "Whereby shall I know this?" so that he was punished for his unbelief. 

It must be observed, however, that there are two ways of asking God for a sign: first in order to test God's power or the truth of His word, and this of its very nature pertains to the temptation of God. Secondly, in order to be instructed as to what is God's pleasure in some particular matter; and this nowise comes under the head of temptation of God. 

Article 3. Whether temptation of God is opposed to the virtue of religion?

Objection 1. It would seem that the temptation of God is not opposed to the virtue of religion. The temptation of God is sinful, because a man doubts God, as stated above (Article 2). Now doubt about God comes under the head of unbelief, which is opposed to faith. Therefore temptation of God is opposed to faith rather than to religion. 

Objection 2. Further, it is written (Sirach 18:23): "Before prayer prepare thy soul, and be not as a man that tempteth God. Such a man," that is, who tempts God, says the interlinear gloss, "prays for what God taught him to pray for, yet does not what God has commanded him to do." Now this pertains to imprudence which is opposed to hope. Therefore it seems that temptation of God is a sin opposed to hope. 

Objection 3. Further, a gloss on Psalm 77:18, "And they tempted God in their hearts," says that "to tempt God is to pray to Him deceitfully, with simplicity in our words and wickedness in our hearts." Now deceit is opposed to the virtue of truth. Therefore temptation of God is opposed, not to religion, but to truth. 

On the contrary, According to the gloss quoted above "to tempt God is to pray to Him inordinately." Now to pray to God becomingly is an act of religion as stated above (Question 83, Article 15). Therefore to tempt God is a sin opposed to religion. 

I answer that, As clearly shown above (Question 81, Article 5), the end of religion is to pay reverence to God. Wherefore whatever pertains directly to irreverence for God is opposed to religion. Now it is evident that to tempt a person pertains to irreverence for him: since no one presumes to tempt one of whose excellence he is sure. Hence it is manifest that to tempt God is a sin opposed to religion. 

Reply to Objection 1. As stated above (Question 81, Article 07), it belongs to religion to declare one's faith by certain signs indicative of reverence towards God. Consequently it belongs to irreligion that, through doubtful faith, a man does things indicative of irreverence towards God. To tempt God is one of these; wherefore it is a species of irreligion. 

Reply to Objection 2. He that prepares not his soul before prayer by forgiving those against whom he has anything, or in some other way disposing himself to devotion, does not do what he can to be heard by God, wherefore he tempts God implicitly as it were. And though this implicit temptation would seem to arise from presumption or indiscretion, yet the very fact that a man behaves presumptuously and without due care in matters relating to God implies irreverence towards Him. For it is written (1 Peter 5:6): "Be you humbled . . . under the mighty hand of God," and (2 Timothy 2:15): "Carefully study to present thyself approved unto God." Therefore also this kind of temptation is a species of irreligion. 

Reply to Objection 3. A man is said to pray deceitfully, not in relation to God, Who knows the secrets of the heart, but in relation to man. Wherefore deceit is accidental to the temptation of God, and consequently it does not follow that to tempt God is directly opposed to the truth. 

Article 4. Whether the temptation of God is a graver sin than superstition?

Objection 1. It would seem that the temptation of God is a graver sin than superstition. The greater sin receives the greater punishment. Now the sin of tempting God was more severely punished in the Jews than was the sin of idolatry; and yet the latter is the chief form of superstition: since for the sin of idolatry three thousand men of their number were slain, as related in Exodus 32:28 [Septuagint version]. The Vulgate has "twenty-three thousand."], whereas for the sin of temptation they all without exception perished in the desert, and entered not into the land of promise, according to Psalm 94:9, "Your fathers tempted Me," and further on, "so I swore in My wrath that they should not enter into My rest." Therefore to tempt God is a graver sin than superstition. 

Objection 2. Further, the more a sin is opposed to virtue the graver it would seem to be. Now irreligion, of which the temptation of God is a species, is more opposed to the virtue of religion, than superstition which bears some likeness to religion. Therefore to tempt God is a graver sin than superstition. 

Objection 3. Further, it seems to be a greater sin to behave disrespectfully to one's parents, than to pay others the respect we owe to our parents. Now God should be honored by us as the Father of all (Malachi 1:6). Therefore. temptation of God whereby we behave irreverently to God, seems to be a greater sin than idolatry, whereby we give to a creature the honor we owe to God. 

On the contrary, A gloss on Deuteronomy 17:2, "When there shall be found among you," etc. says: "The Law detests error and idolatry above all: for it is a very great sin to give to a creature the honor that belongs to the Creator." 

I answer that, Among sins opposed to religion, the more grievous is that which is the more opposed to the reverence due to God. Now it is less opposed to this reverence that one should doubt the divine excellence than that one should hold the contrary for certain. For just as a man is more of an unbeliever if he be confirmed in his error, than if he doubt the truth of faith, so, too, a man acts more against the reverence due to God, if by his deeds he professes an error contrary to the divine excellence, than if he expresses a doubt. Now the superstitious man professes an error, as shown above (94, 1, ad 1), whereas he who tempts God by words or deeds expresses a doubt of the divine excellence, as stated above (Article 2). Therefore the sin of superstition is graver than the sin of tempting God. 

Reply to Objection 1. The sin of idolatry was not punished in the above manner, as though it were a sufficient punishment; because a more severe punishment was reserved in the future for that sin, for it is written (Exodus 32:34): "And I, in the day of revenge, will visit this sin also of theirs." 

Reply to Objection 2. Superstition bears a likeness to religion, as regards the material act which it pays just as religion does. But, as regards the end, it is more contrary to religion than the temptation of God, since it implies greater irreverence for God, as stated. 

Reply to Objection 3. It belongs essentially to the divine excellence that it is singular and incommunicable. Consequently to give divine reverence to another is the same as to do a thing opposed to the divine excellence. There is no comparison with the honor due to our parents, which can without sin be given to others. 

Pastor Mike Breaux tells the following story of when his daughter Jodie answered God's call to go into missions work:

During her junior year of high school, Jodie struggled to find a faith of her own. She wanted to know in her heart that all of what she'd been taught to believe was true and that Jesus Christ was real. Honestly, she was headed down a dark road. But God pursued her down that road. She eventually found a faith of her own, and when she graduated from high school, she said, "I don't think God wants me to go to college right now. I want to take a year to go to Haiti, and I want to serve people in a medical mission down there."

I said, "Are you sure you want to do this? Jodie, it's 3,000 miles away from home. It's AIDS-infested and the poorest country in the western hemisphere. And do you know it's controlled by the voodoo religion?"

"I know all that," she said. "But I feel like God wants me to go and help those people."

I said, "Okay. If that's what you want to do, we'll make it happen."

One of the hardest days of my life was putting my little girl on an airplane and watching it lift off, not knowing whether I'd ever communicate with her again.

One night I got an e-mail from Jodie. She wrote: "Dad, tonight has been the most remarkable night of my life. I got called out to this hut to deliver a baby. Dad, I've only delivered one, and that was with somebody. I'd never done this by myself, but I was the only one around. They called me, and I get to this hut, and there's this naked, screaming lady on the dirt floor. I got a flashlight, and I'm thinking, Here I am, 18-years-old, and I'm in a hut in a third-world country with a naked, screaming, pregnant lady. I have a flashlight, and I don't know what I'm doing—but I'm here. To make matters worse, this lady from the voodoo religion walked into the hut, dressed in her red and blue voodoo garb, and began to chant some voodoo incantation in Creole. She put some kind of oil on the lady's head, and when she started to walk away from me and the woman, she stopped at the woman's belly, put some other kind of salve there, and walked the opposite direction—all while chanting this Creole spell. I didn't know what to do. She stood at the head of this woman and stared a hole through me. When I was getting ready to deliver this baby, I just looked back at her, and I started singing. I knew she didn't understand English, but I just started singing: 'Our God is an awesome God, he reigns from heaven above, with wisdom, power, and love, our God is an awesome God.'"

Jodie said that the voodoo lady became completely unglued. She grabbed all of her stuff and ran out of the hut. Jodie wrote, "That night I knew that that baby was going to be born with the blessing of God and not the curse of Satan." 

As I read Jodie's e-mail, my fatherly side thought, You get on a plane tomorrow! What are you doing in a hut with a voodoo woman in the first place? But then my heart beat so fast for her as her brother in Christ. I thought, Way to go, Jodie! Way to make a difference with your life! Way to stop floating around accidental-like! Way to put your life in the hands of the destiny-maker! Way to make a splash! Who knows who that little baby she delivered that night is going to grow up to touch and who that person is going to touch—all because of one courageous girl who said, "Okay, God, I want to put my life in your hands; I want to make a difference."

a. Israel:

1. Delivered from Egypt…

2. Come through the water (Sea of reeds)

3. Mt. Sinai  Covenant > Declared: People of God

4. Led by God into Wilderness Testing

a. Deut 8:2: "the Lord your God has led you these 40 years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not".
b. Time of Testing = 40 Years

b. Matthew:

1. Jesus & family return from Egypt.

2. Jesus baptized in water (river). 

3. Then Declared “Son of God”

4. Then led by the Spirit into wilderness to be tested.

a. “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness
b. Purpose: to be tempted (Tested) by the devil
c. Time of Testing = “He had fasted forty days and forty nights”
D. Jesus  in Wilderness… 2nd Temptation:

“Then the devil took Jesus up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, & said to Him, If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down, for it is written, ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘in their hands they shall bear you up, lest at any time you dash your foot against a stone.’ 

Jesus said to him, 

‘It is written again, “you shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ” 8 Matthew 4:5-8.

[image: image2.png]



