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"Apart From Faith in Christ, 
There is No Explanation for Such a life."
Accountability to Christ is Daily

“When the apostles returned, they gave an account to Him of all that they had done.” Luke 9:10

                                           Accountability to Christ is Future

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.”  Rom. 14:11-12

Accountability of Leaders, is Harder

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account… Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.” Heb. 13:17; Js. 3:1    

Christians Are Accountable to Pre-Christians

“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 1 Pet 3:15-16  

Accountability Requires Knowledge; We All Have It
“We know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight” Rom. 3:19-20  

God, Through Christ, Offers Us A Merciful Balance Sheet
”To the one who does not work [tries for more assets than liabilities], but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: "blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account [liabilities forgiven]." Rom. 4:5-8

My Careless Words Foretell My Future Accounting
"You brood of vipers [religious leaders], how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. "The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of, judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." Matthew 12:34-37
Future Accountability Will Be By Fire
“Anyone who builds [on the foundation of Jesus Christ] may use gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. But there is going to come a time of testing at the judgment day to see what kind of work each builder has done. Everyone's work will be put through the fire to see whether or not it keeps its value. If the work survives the fire, that builder will receive a reward. But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builders themselves will be saved, but like someone escaping through a wall of flames.” NLT 1 Cor. 3:11-15
1. My story: Accountability (= give an account) Group last week:

a.  3 of the Accountability Questions:
1. Where did God meet you in the Scriptures?

2. “How many Xs Devotions (Bible) last week?

3. “How many Xs Devotions (Bible) upcoming week?”

b.  If struggling… usually single obstacle/idol coming 1st.
1.  For some… Newspaper, Phone, etc.
2.  For me… Computer
c.  Last Week: “What 1 behavior is getting in way of Dev?

1.  “Will U B held accountable 4 1 week: Devotions 1st?”
2.  I did! No Computer Until Bible! = SUCCESS!!!!
d.  THAT’S what can happen, when we SUBMIT selves to giving an ACCOUNT
2. Takes us to “Stewardship” (Week) > God's Managers >Give an ACCOUNT to God

3. This morning… what the Bible says: Each of us… Giving an ACCOUNT to God

4. 1st: Stewardship/Accountability is centrally woven into the fabric of Xnty:
#1 Accountability to Christ is Daily

“When the apostles returned, they gave an account to Him of all that they had done.” Luke 9:10
#2 Accountability to Christ is Future
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.”      Rom. 14:11-12

#3 Accountability of Leaders, is Harder
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account… Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.” Heb. 13:17; Js. 3:1    

#4 Christians Are Accountable to Pre-Christians
“Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 1 Peter 3:15-16  
#5 Accountability Requires Knowledge; We All Have It
“We know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight” Rom. 3:19-20  
#6 God, Through Christ, Offers Us A Merciful Balance Sheet
”But to the one who does not work [= tries for more assets than liabilities], but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: "blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account [= liabilities forgiven]." Romans 4:5-8
#7 My Careless Words Foretell My Future Accounting
"You brood of vipers [religious leaders], how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. "The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of, judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." Matthew 12:34-37
It is the words which a man speaks without thinking, the words which he utters when the conventional restraints are removed, which really show what he is like.  As Plummer puts it, "The carefully spoken words may be a calculated hypocrisy." When a man is consciously on his guard, he will be careful what he says and how he says it; but when he is off his guard, his words reveal his character.  It is quite possible for a man's public utterances to be fine and noble, and for his private conversation to be coarse and salacious.  In public he carefully chooses what he says; in private he takes the sentinels away, and any word leaves the gateway of his lips.  It is so with anger; a man will say in anger what he really thinks and what he has often wanted to say, but which the cool control of prudence has kept him from saying.  Many a man is a model of charm and courtesy in public, when he knows he is being watched and is deliberately careful about his words; while in his own house he is a dreadful example of irritability, sarcasm, temper, criticism, cantankerous complaint because there is no one to hear and to see.  It is a humbling thing-and a warning thing-to remember that the words which show what we are the words we speak when our guard is down.

(b)  It is often these words which cause the greatest damage.  A man may say in anger things he would never have said if he was in control of himself.  He may say afterwards that he never meant what he said; but that does not free him from the responsibility of having said it; and the fact that he has said it often leaves a wound that nothing will cure, and erects a barrier that nothing will take away.  A man may say in his relaxed moment a coarse and questionable thing that he would never have said in public-and that very thing may lodge in someone's memory and stay there unforgotten.  Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher, said, "Choose rather to fling a chance stone than to speak a chance word."  Once the hurting word or the soiling word is spoken nothing will bring it back; and it pursues a course of damage wherever it goes.

Let a man examine himself.  Let him examine his words that he may discover the state of his heart.  And let him remember that God does not judge him by the words he speaks with care & deliberation, but by the words he speaks when the conventional restraints are gone & the real feelings of his heart come bubbling to the surface. (Wm Barkley)
· 1 Cor. 13:4   Love… does not take into account a wrong suffered,

· James 5:16 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.”

#8 Future Accountability Will Be By Fire
“Now anyone who builds [on the foundation of Jesus Christ] may use gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. But there is going to come a time of testing at the judgment day to see what kind of work each builder has done. Everyone's work will be put through the fire to see whether or not it keeps its value. If the work survives the fire, that builder will receive a reward. But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builders themselves will be saved, but like someone escaping through a wall of flames.” NLT 1 Cor. 3:11-15

Gold, Silver and Jewels 
(The Treasure Principle, Randy Alcorn)
1. Eternal Rewards

a. Reigning with Christ (Rev. 20:6)

b. Placed in charge of many things (Matthew 25:21,23)

c. Leadership over cities (Luke 19:12-19)

d. Scripture refers to five different crowns

e. Commanding Angels (I Cor. 6:3)

2. We are given rewards for

a. Doing good works (Eph. 6:8; Rom. 2:6-10)

b. Persevering under persecution (Luke 6:22-23)

c. Showing compassion to the needy (Mat. 10:42; Lk. 14:13-14)

d. Treating our enemies kindly (Lk. 6:35)

e. Generous, Sacrificial giving (Mt. 19:21)

William Borden: A Picture of Gold, Silver, & Jewels
1. 1904, graduated high school. Heir to Borden Dairy estate: millionaire.
2. Graduation present: his parents gave him a trip around the world. 
3. Traveled thru Asia/ Mid East > growing burden 4 world's hurting people.
4. Wrote home: "I'm going to give my life to prepare for the mission field."
5. At same time, wrote two words in back of his Bible: "No reserves."
6. At Yale > pillar in Christian community. 
7. Entry in personal journal that defined the source of his spiritual strength simply said: "Say no to self and yes to Jesus every time."
8. 1st semester, started small prayer group > transformed campus life.
9. End 1st year, 150 freshmen: weekly Bible study and prayer. 
10. By senior year, 1,000 of Yale's 1,300 students were in such groups.
11. Strategized w/ his Xns to > every student on campus heard gospel
12. Often seen ministering to the downtrodden in the streets of New Haven.
13. Real passion: missions. His call = to the Kansu people in China.
14. At Graduation: two more words in the back of his Bible: "No retreats."
15. Turned down high-paying job offers, enrolling in seminary instead. 
16. After graduating, > to Egypt to learn Arabic > work with Muslims in China.
17. While in Egypt > spinal meningitis. Within a month, 25-year, dead.
18. Prior to death, 2 more words in Bible. Underneath the words                             "No reserves" and "No retreats," he had written: "No regrets."
19. On his tombstone, inscription ended with: "Apart From faith in Christ, there is no explanation for such a life."
Notes: Used and Unused
The streets of Cairo were hot and dusty. Pat and Rakel Thurman took us down an alley. We drove past Arabic signs to a gate that opened to a plot of overgrown grass. It was a graveyard for American missionaries.

As my family and I followed, Pat pointed to a sun-scorched tombstone that read: "William Borden, 1887-1913."

Borden, a Yale graduate and heir to great wealth, rejected a life of ease in order to bring the gospel to Muslims. Refusing even to buy himself a car, Borden gave away hundreds of thousands of dollars to missions. After only four months of zealous ministry in Egypt, he con​tracted spinal meningitis and died at the age of twenty-five.

I dusted off the epitaph on Borden's grave. After describing his love and sacrifices for the kingdom of God and for Muslim people, the inscription ended with a phrase I've never forgotten: "Apart From faith in Christ, there is no explanation for such a life."

The Thurmans took us straight from Borden's grave to the Egyptian National Museum. The King Tut exhibit was mind-boggling.

Tutankhamen, the boy king, was only seventeen when he died. He was buried with solid gold chariots and thou​sands of golden artifacts. His gold coffin was found within gold tombs within gold tombs within gold tombs. The burial site was filled with tons of gold.

The Egyptians believed in an afterlife—one where they could take earthly treasures. But all the treasures intended for King Tut's eternal enjoyment stayed right where they were until Howard Carter discovered the burial chamber in 1922. They hadn't been touched for more than three thou​sand years.

I was struck by the contrast between these two graves. Borden's was obscure, dusty, and hidden off the back alley of a street littered with garbage. Tutankhamen's tomb glit​tered with unimaginable wealth. Yet where are these two young men now?
Ever seen that bumper sticker "He who dies with the most toys wins"? Millions of people act as if it were true. The more accurate saying is "He who dies with the most toys still dies—and never takes his toys with him." When we die after devoting our lives to acquiring things, we don't win—we lose. We move into eternity, but our toys stay behind, filling junkyards. The bumper sticker couldn't be more wrong.

I think of it in terms of a dot and a line. Our lives have two phases: one a dot, the other a line extending out from that dot.

Our present life on earth is the dot. It begins. It ends. It's brief But from that dot extends a line that goes on forever. That line is eternity, which Christians will spend in heaven.

Right now we're living in the dot. But what are we liv​ing for?The shortsighted person lives for the dot. The per-Sol) with perspective lives for the line.

This earth (and my time here) is the dot. My beloved Bridegroom, the coming wedding, the Great Reunion, and my eternal home in the New Heaven and New Earth—they're all on the line. That's our next key:

TREASURE PRINCIPLE KEY #4 I should live not for the dot but for the line.

The person who lives for the dot lives for treasures on earth that end up in junkyards. The person who lives for the line lives for treasures in heaven that will never end.

Giving is living for the line.

We'll each part with our money. The only question is when. We have no choice but to part with it later. But we do have a choice whether to part with it now. We can keep earthly treasures for the moment, and we may derive some temporary enjoyment from them. But if we give them away, we'll enjoy eternal treasures that will never be taken from us.

This is what Jim Elliot was talking about when he said, "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose." If you hear those words and think, Oh, he was one of those superspiritual missionary types who didn't think about gain, then you missed the whole point. Read it again. Gain was precisely what Jim Elliot was thinking about! He just wanted the kind of gain he couldn't lose. He wanted his treasures in heaven.

Live for the line, not for the dot.

 It is the words which a man speaks without thinking, the words which he utters when the conventional restraints are removed, which really show what he is like.  As Plummer puts it, "The carefully spoken words may be a calculated hypocrisy." When a man is consciously on his guard, he will be careful what he says and how he says it; but when he is off his guard, his words reveal his character.  It is quite possible for a man's public utterances to be fine and noble, and for his private conversation to be coarse and salacious.  In public he carefully chooses what he says; in private he takes the sentinels away, and any word leaves the gateway of his lips.  It is so with anger; a man will say in anger what he really thinks and what he has often wanted to say, but which the cool control of prudence has kept him from saying.  Many a man is a model of charm and courtesy in public, when he knows he is being watched and is deliberately careful about his words; while in his own house he is a dreadful example of irritability, sarcasm, temper, criticism, cantankerous complaint because there is no one to hear and to see.  It is a humbling thing-and a warning thing-to remember that the words which show what we are the words we speak when our guard is down.

(b)  It is often these words which cause the greatest damage.  A man may say in anger things he would never have said if he was in control of himself.  He may say afterwards that he never meant what he said; but that does not free him from the responsibility of having said it; and the fact that he has said it often leaves a wound that nothing will cure, and erects a barrier that nothing will take away.  A man may say in his relaxed moment a coarse and questionable thing that he would never have said in public-and that very thing may lodge in someone's memory and stay there unforgotten.  Pythagoras, the Greek philosopher, said, "Choose rather to fling a chance stone than to speak a chance word."  Once the hurting word or the soiling word is spoken nothing will bring it back; and it pursues a course of damage wherever it goes.

Let a man examine himself.  Let him examine his words that he may discover the state of his heart.  And let him remember that God does not judge him by the words he speaks with care and deliberation, but by the words he speaks when the conventional restraints are gone and the real feelings of his heart come bubbling to the surface.

1 Cor. 13:4-5   4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,  5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,

James 5:16 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.”
Philippians 4:17: “Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.”
NLT 1 Corinthians 3:11-15:  11 For no one can lay any other foundation than the one we already have-- Jesus Christ.  12 Now anyone who builds on that foundation may use gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw.  13 But there is going to come a time of testing at the judgment day to see what kind of work each builder has done. Everyone's work will be put through the fire to see whether or not it keeps its value.  14 If the work survives the fire, that builder will receive a reward.  15 But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builders themselves will be saved, but like someone escaping through a wall of flames.

1 Peter 3:15-16  15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;  16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.
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