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The Grace-Explosion in Macedonia
When Giving is Beautiful

II Corinthians 8 (Selected Verses)
1. We want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  
2. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.
3. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  
4. 5 …they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.  
5. 7 But just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  
6. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  10
7.  11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means.  12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.  
8. 20 We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift.  21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men,

9.  24 Therefore show these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.
Grace-Explosions in Putnam County
1. Anywhere you are in obedient communion with God's gracious Holy Spirit!

2. Special Offerings and the Cuba Jugs! (D.S. Advice!)
3. The “Faith Promise” Grace-Encounter for 2009
a) Members and those who give regularly will be mailed a “Faith-Promise Packet.” (No? Please Call Office)
1. An explanation of the “Faith-Promise” Plan

2. A “Faith Promise” card

3. Helpful Scripture verses

4. An explanation of “e-giving” Prov. 3:9:”Honor the Lord from your wealth & from the first of all your produce.”
b) “Faith-promisers” will be invited to Prayerfully estimate how much God would have them give – by faith - graciously and sacrificially, to God and His Church either by week, month, or year in.

c) They will write that amount on the “Faith Promise Card,” placing it in a sealed, self-addressed, stamped envelope, which they will then dedicate to God, on the altar, at the end of our Sunday, Jan. 25th worship service. Only the “faith-promiser(s)” & God will ever know the amount in the envelope.

d) Your church office will then safely store these sealed envelopes. These still-sealed envelopes will then be mailed, unopened, back to the individual “faith-promiser(s),” with a personal statement of their giving, in November of this year.
1  (Anna Rose &) Cuba D.S. Antonio Gonzalez

a.  Xn. Cuban Hospitality…  Indescribable (Abbot/fast)

b.  Monday: Call: Pastor Antonio is Coming to Trinity

1) Sometime Mid Day (Sorry to workers): Tight Schedule
2) Rick Neal: “Where to Go?” Linda Zalinka: 1st: Trinity!
c.  Enter Anna Rose!
1)  Sometime Mid Day (Sorry to workers): Tight Schedule

2)  Brought a sign: (Spanish) “Welcome Pastor Antonio.”

a. Waited 30 Minutes, holding that Sign

b.  When arrived (Rick, Sandi, Mable, Linda, Antonio, Gina)

1. Anna Rose ran to their vehicle, & held sign. PICT. #1
2. Our guests were visibly touched.
3) Our Guests seated: Gene: “Anna Rose: $$$Jugs & Pies”

4) Pastor Antonio up>down knees; Minute; Greatly touched

5) Story: Looking 4 picture Pg. 1 brochure: “God will show”

· “It’s Anna Rose!!  People / Pastors all over Havana District will see you and hear your story!” PICT. #2 & 3
6) To WHIF… 1st Time on Radio! PICT. #4 & 5
2 = Beauty! = Explosion of Grace through the Ministry of Extravagant (Jug$$$/pie) Giving
3 Would U Like UR Life / Church 2 look like that?
The Grace-Explosion in Macedonia
When Giving is Beautiful

II Corinthians 8 (Selected Verses)

We want you to know about the grace that God has given 
the Macedonian churches. (The Grace of Giving!)
1) Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.

2) Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.  
3) …they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.  
4) 7 But just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  
5) 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  
6) 11 Now finish the work (Feb. – Dec.), so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means.  For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.  
7) 20 We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift.  21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men,

8) 24 Therefore show these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.
Grace-Explosions in Putnam County
1. Anywhere you are in obedient communion with God's gracious Holy Spirit!

2. Special Offerings and the Cuba Jugs! (D.S. Advice: “Do it!”)

3. The “Faith Promise” Grace-Encounter for 2009

A. Members and those who give regularly will be mailed a “Faith-Promise Packet.” (No?   

Please Call Office)

1  An explanation of the “Faith-Promise” Plan
2  A “Faith Promise” card
3  Helpful Scripture verses
4 An explanation of “e-giving” Prov. 3:9:”Honor the Lord from your wealth & from the first of 
                                                       all your produce.”
B. “Faith-promisers” will be invited to Prayerfully estimate how much God would 
have  them give – by  faith - graciously and sacrificially, to God and His Church either by week, month, or year in.

   C.  They will write that amount on the “Faith Promise Card,” placing it in a sealed, self-
         addressed,  stamped envelope, which they will then dedicate to God, on the altar, at   

         the end of our Sunday, Jan. 25th worship service. Only the “faith-promiser(s)” & God    

         will ever know the amount in the envelope.

   D  Your church office will then safely store these sealed envelopes. These still-sealed  

       envelopes will then be mailed, unopened, back to the individual “faith- 

       promiser(s),” with a personal statement of  their giving, in November of this year.

We want you to know about the grace that God has given the People of

 Trinity UMC!
a. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that the people of Trinity gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.

b. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded for the privilege of sharing in this ministry.

c.  They gave themselves first to the Lord.  

d. The people of Trinity excelled in this grace of giving.
e. For they’d tasted 1st hand the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who though he was rich, yet for their sakes he became poor, so that they through his poverty might become rich.
f.  Now they are finishing the work, according to each of their means.  For they know that if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.  
g. They want to avoid any criticism of the way they administer these liberal gifts.  So they are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.
h. And through their grace-filled giving, in 2009 the people of Trinity will show the people of Putnam County the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.

[image: image1.png]



