Joshua 4:1-7  Now when all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying,  "Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from each tribe,  and command them, saying, 'Take up for yourselves twelve stones from here out of the middle of the Jordan, from the place where the priests' feet are standing firm, and carry them over with you and lay them down in the lodging place where you will lodge tonight.'"  So Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the sons of Israel, one man from each tribe;  and Joshua said to them, "Cross again to the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan, and each of you take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Israel.  "Let this be a sign among you, so that when your children ask later, saying, 'What do these stones mean to you?' then you shall say to them, 'Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.' So these stones shall become a memorial to the sons of Israel forever."
1. “Now when all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan,” 

a. Go on to the next thing?
b. Attack Jericho?
c. STOP… Establish a means for “Remembering” 
1. Glory to God

2. Instruction

3. Others may know and fear God

2. 12 Stones > 12 Tribes > Physical, Visible, MEMORIAL > So This Morning. 
3. First Responsive Reading

2009 Giving Thanks Giving Thanks Giving Thanks 2009
“I will give You thanks in the great congregation; I will praise You among a mighty throng… Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His Name; make known His deeds among the peoples. I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart… “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him.” Ps.35:18; I Chr.16:8; Ps.9:1; Ps.100:4  

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget none of His benefits; Who pardons all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases; Who redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; Who satisfies your years with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle.” Ps. 103:2-5

 “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place.” I Cor. 2:14

“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service… “But thanks be to God who puts the same earnestness on your behalf in the heart of Titus. For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest, he has gone to you of his own accord.” I Tim. 1:12; II Cor. 8:16-17
“But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.” Rom. 6:17-18

“In everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus… Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.”  I Thess. 5:18; Heb. 13:15

“We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater…” II Thess. 1:3

 “We should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.” II Thess. 2:13

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! Thank God for his Son-- a gift too wonderful for words! II Cor. 9:15
Looking back over 2009, there may many reasons to give God                                  “thanks in the great congregation:”
· This year, God saved me! Or, This year, God saved one for whom I’ve been praying.

· I have experienced my Lord’s love through His / forgiveness / healing / guidance / comfort
· God has grown my devotional life.

· I have been privileged to be used of God in the sharing of His Gospel.

· I have had opportunity and enablement to serve Him.

· I have seen God use another person in a magnificent way.

· I have experienced victory over a particular sin.

· God has moved me out of my comfort zone.

· I have seen my life move closer to Christ-likeness.

· I have found a home and a family at Trinity.

· God has specifically answered one or more of my prayers.

· God has healed/ is healing a particular relationship.

· I have been enabled to forgive someone.

· I see God at work in my church in a particular area.

· I want to give God a “Sacrifice of thanksgiving” in a painful area of my life.

· And many, many other reasons!”
Joshua 4:20-24  Those twelve stones which they had taken from the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. He said to the sons of Israel, "When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, 'What are these stones?' then you shall inform your children, saying, 'Israel crossed this Jordan on dry ground. For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed, just as the LORD your God had done to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed; that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, so that you may fear the LORD your God forever."

4. This Thanksgiving Sunday Morning “I will give You thanks in the great congregation; I will praise You among a mighty throng… Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His Name; make known His deeds among the peoples. I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart…
a. Come forward … “Father, I thank you today, because…

b. @ Last 12 months… Unless your story of salvation

c. 1-2 minutes (Allow more to share)

d. Raise hand, come forward to microphone.

e. When finish, Gary/ Marlin Rock> table > Altar

f. When all finished > Choir lead us in a song of Thanksgiving

g. Next week, one of these rocks > brought to your home, for you to keep, look at, and remember, and share about how God IN SOME WAY… brought you across your Jordan.
5. Open Microphone…
6. Prayer over Altar of Stones

7. Adult Choir
8. Dinner Tonight… 6:00[image: image1.png]
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